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Overview

Fhe victim was eperating a flent-end
loader digging material- near the ase ofi a
65 oot Righwalllwnen: approximately: 445

1ons; eff sandl and gravel matemnal fell ofif
e highwall and partially Bbured the

loader. IHerwas tirappeadiin: the cal by the
fallingl material.







Why Did Accident Occur?

Fhe accident eccurred necause: the mine
eperater did net ensure that mining methoeds
Used maintained the stanility: of the: highwall.
Mining Was beingl conductead at the hase of a
Rear vertical, 65 fieet highwall that Was net
Pencihed or sloped te the angle ofi repoese. The
mine eperatoer had been cited onl several
Previous eecasions fier falling to: tiilize safie
MInInNg Methoads In this same: area.




Causal Factor

Managemenit poelicies and contrels were
Inadequaterand fialled te Implement mining
metheds that Woeuld maintainhighwall stanility in
the %3 pit Where: persens Worked. The berm anad
Walmningl sign that Were erected to prevent
ACCESS 1o the! pit, aleng With 6VIeUS, azardous
glieund conditions, Were ignored and the
OpPErator continued te renmoeve materallfirom
near the base of the' unstakle highwall.




Best Practices

Ensure that mining methods; used will maintain
the stability: ofi highwalls or slepes Where
PErsenSs Work ol travel,

ERsure that experienced persens conduct
examinations; ofi Mighwalls or slepes to Identiy,
I06SEe ground or unstaklie conditions PrerK te
PEGINNING Work andas ground conditions
walirant durng the Worik Shiiit.

Estanlisih pelicies that prehibkit Werk or travel in
areas Where hazards firom: unstanle: grotna have
Not BEeen corrected.




