
Fatality #7 – April 3, 2004 
Machinery - Underground - WV  
Brooks Run Mining Company LLC - Mercer Deep Mine 

COAL MINE FATALITY - On Saturday, April 3, 2004, at approximately 11:40 p.m., a 47­
year old continuous mining machine operator was fatally injured when he was crushed between 
the machine cutting head and the coal rib. The victim was apparently positioning the machine 
while standing near the front looking back toward the boom. The machine was going to be used 
to mine the No. 2 to 1 crosscut straight from the No. 3 to 2 crosscut.  

Best Practices 

•	 Develop a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for tramming remote-controlled 

continuous mining machines.  


•	 Train the production crew in the SOP and ensure that it is followed.  
•	 Tram mining machine from a safe location to avoid pinch points.  
•	 Ensure everyone is outside the machine turning radius before starting or moving the 

equipment.  

This is the 7th fatality reported in calendar year 2004 in the coal mining industry. As of the accident date in 
2003, there were 9 fatalities reported in the coal mining industry. This is the 3rd fatality classified as 
Machinery in 2004. At this time in 2003, there were no fatalities classified as Machinery. 




