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Fatality Review Committee Decision on Chargeability 

Case No.: 2010-M-27  Deceased:  

Date of Incident: July 23, 2010 

Operator: The Kraemer Company, 
LLC. 

Contractor: Orica USA, Inc. 

Decision: Not chargeable 

Date of Death: July 23, 2010 

Mine: Plant #8 

You can now file your MSHA forms online at www.MSHA.gov. It's easy, it's fast, and it saves you money! 
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In a unanimous decision, the Fatality Review Committee has determined that the death 
of  should not be charged to the mining industry. , a 54 
year old contractor blasting crew supervisor, was loading and priming blast holes when 
he collapsed. Co-workers began CPR until paramedics arrived. He was transported to 
a local hospital where was pronounced dead. 

An MSHA investigation of the site failed to identify any physical or environmental 
hazards. The toxicology screen was negative. Both the autopsy and the death 
certificate indicated that the case of death was due to a myxomatous mitral valve in the 
heart with secondary causes being cardiomegaly (heart enlargement), left ventricular 
hypertrophy, and moderate coronary atherosclerosis. The death certificate indicated 
that the death was due to natural causes. 

Based on findings of the certificate of death, the autopsy report and MSHA's 
investigation, the committee members concluded that  died from natural 
causes and that his death should not be charged to the mining industry. 
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Gregory R. Wagner, M.D. 
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