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P R OCEETDTI NG S

MR. MORLEY:

My name 1s Thomas
Morley. I"m an accident
investigator with the Mine
Safety & Health Administration
(MSHA) . With me 1s Tim
Williams from the Solicitor”®s
Office and Sherrie Hayashi
from the Utah Commission of
Labor. We will be conducting
the questioning today.

I, together with other
government i1nvestigators and
specialists, have been
assigned to Investigate the
conditions, events and
circumstances surrounding the
fatalities that occurred at
the Crandall Canyon Mine 1i1n
Utah 1n August 2007. The
investigation 1s being
conducted by MSHA under

Section 103(a) of the Federal
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Mine Safety & Health Act and
the Utah Commission of Labor.
We appreciate your assistance
in this 1nvestigation.

After the i1nvestigation
is complete, MSHA will issue a
public report detailing the
nature and causes of the
fatalities 1n the hope that
greater awareness about the
causes of accidents can reduce
their occurrence i1n the
future. Information obtained
through witness i1Interviews 1s
frequently 1ncluded 1n these
reports. Your statement may
also be used 1n other
proceedings.

A court reporter will
record your iInterview. Please
speak loudly and clearly. 1T
you do not understand a
question, please ask me to
rephrase 1t.

You may have a personal
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representative present during
the taking of this statement
and may consult with the
representative at any time.
Your statement 1s completely
voluntary. You may refuse to
answer any question. You may
terminate your i1interview at
any time or request a break at
any time.

I would like to thank
you 1n advance for your
appearance here. We
appreciate your assistance 1n
this Investigation. Your
cooperation 1s critical 1i1In
making the nation®s mines
safer.

After we have finished
asking questions, you will
have an opportunity to make a
statement and provide us any
other 1information that you
believe 1s 1mportant. IT you,

at any time after the

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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interview, recall any
additional 1nformation that
you believe might be useful,
please contact Richard Gates.
Ms. Kirkwood, would you
swear in the witness, please?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

Please raise your right

JAMES MARTIN, HAVING FIRST BEEN DULY
SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

MR. MORLEY:

Ms. Kirkwood, are you
empowered as a notary iIn the
State of Utah?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

I am.

MR. MORLEY:

When does your
commission expire?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

August 15th, 2008.
MR. MORLEY:

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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Have you sworn In Mr.
Martin?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

Il have.

BY MR. MORLEY:

Q.- Please state your TfTull name

and address for the record.

AL James Albert Martin.
Residence is (b)(7)(C)

(b) (7)(C)

Q.- Are you appearing here today

voluntarily?

A Yes.

Q.- How long have you worked for
MSHA?

A. Twenty (20) years.

Q.- What 1s your current duty

station?

A Price, Utah.

Q.- And how long have you worked

there?

A About two years.

Q. Where did you work before

that?

AL Stationed at Castle Dale, then
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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I spent eight years with

Metal/Nonmetal out of the New
York/Ohito office.

Q.- Okay. What is your present
position?

A. Coal mine i1Inspector.

Q.- And how long have you been 1iIn
that position?

A Twelve (12) years.

Q.- Who 1s your current
supervisor?

A William Taylor.

Q.- Okay. Can you tell me about
your mining history, your experience,

any mining experience you have?

A Started 1n the coal mines 1In
1973, Hirawatha. Worked as a
surveyor. Worked on up through
fireboss, mine foreman. Spent the
last three years there. I was a

surface mine foreman on the prep
plan. I went from Hiriawatha to
Des-Bee-Dove 1n 1985. And hired on
with MSHA 1n 1987, New York/Ohio.

Q. Going to the August 6th

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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accident, how were you notified of
the accident?
A By a phone call from Mr.
Ramey. I was on vacation at the time
in Nebraska.
Q.- Can you describe your role 1n
the rescue operation, just from the
time you Ffirst got the call all the
way through the rescue operation?
Just kind of give me a verbal account
of what your role in the operation
was.
A Well, he called me in the
morning, about 6:00, and said he
realized 1 was on vacation, put me on
standby. Saitd, 1if I need you to be
there, 1°11 give you a call later on.
About 5:00 that evening he
called and saitd, we need you to get
back here as quick as you can. So |1
returned to the mine site. I got
there Tuesday afternoon and they
saitd, well, you"ll be assigned with
this crew underground on afternoons.

And about that time they

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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needed someone to go up on the
mountain to check on the people
setting geophones. I had a four-
wheel drive vehicle and also I knew
how to get up on the mountain, so |1
took two people up with me and met
others up on the mountain. They said
it was too dark to set geophones, so
we turned around and come back down.

Wednesday, went underground on
the afternoon shift and took air

readings and helped on the face what

they were doing. The next day
gathered samples and took them --- on
the afternoon shift. Took them up to
the ---.

Q- The gas line?

AL Yeah.

Q.- The gas laboratory?

A Yeah, the gas lab not only 1in

Price but also up to the Aberdeen
line, where they have a gas

chromatograph set up.

Q. Okay.
A And Friday afternoon shift 1is
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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underground again. And worked from
125 to 126 Crosscut and going beyond
that, air readings. They said take a
couple hours off.

Sunday morning started up on
the mountain with the drill rigs.
Was up there through, what, 1t
probably would have been Monday,

Tuesday the next week, after the

16th. I have to look at the calendar
to see. Yeah. Yeah, through the
20th.

Q.- So Sunday, the ---

A. Twelfth (12th).

Q. --- 12th, through the 20th you

were up on top of the mountain?

A. Yeah.
Q.- Wednesday, when you --- let"s
start on Tuesday. Tuesday you went

up the mountain to help place
geophones?

A Hooked up the cap lamps and
water up to those that were up on
top, took them a lunch, something to

eat. They had been up there without

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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any water, without any food.

Q. Who did you travel with?

A. I think 1t was Scott Thompson.
I"m not sure.

Q. And who did he work for?

A He worked for Virgil Brown.

Well, he"s with MSHA.

Q. Is 1t Scott Johnson?

A Is it Scott --- yeah, probably
Scott --- yeah.

Q.- Okay. And who was up on the

mountain with the geophones?

A Virgil Brown and Jeff Kravitz
were up there.

Q.- That Tuesday night you decided
that 1t was too dark and you didn~"t
actually set any geophones or ---7?
A They --- Jeff and Virgil had
been going up and down the mountain
in the dark. They decided --- 1t°s
about midnight by now, ---

Q. Okay.

A --- and they decided to call
it until daylight, 1in the morning.

Q. And then the next day you came

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

16

out, what shift did you come out on?
AL Afternoons.

Q.- And did you go back up the
mountain or you went In the mine?

AL Went 1n the mine.

Q.- Did anybody else go up the
mountain then? Do you know what
happened to the geophone project?

A. I don™"t. I didn"t follow up
on that. The --- all they needed was
they needed a vehicle and somebody
that knew how to get up on the

mountain.

Q- Okay.

A. That was the only reason 1 was
there.

Q- So Wednesday, when you went

into the mine, what did you do there?
What was your role?

A. My role was to --- 1
accompanied Gary Jensen ---

Q- Okay.

A --- and watch advance i1n the
Number One entry and to take hourly

readings 1n the return.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q.- And 1s that the same role you
did on Thursday and Friday as well?
AL Yeah. Yes, 1t was.

Q. Were they setting the supports
and such at that time?

A Setting supports. Setting
rock props, two-foot centers.

Q.- Okay. How did that process
work? How many people did you have
up there? What was the plan?

AL A bunch.

Q- What was the plan to do that?

Did you have a written plan?

A. There was a written plan
posted.

Q. Okay.

A. And Wednesday they went 1n and

they would mine about 20 feet and
then go ahead and set the props was
the plan on Wednesday.

Q.- How many people would be up at
the miner while they were mining?

A To start with there, usually
there"d be a minor operator and

someone to watch the area and shuttle

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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car people. That"s about all.
Q. Okay.
A The miner operator and helper,

and the shuttle car.

Q.- So after they mined up to 20
feet, then what was the procedure?

A . Pull the shuttle car out of
the way, bring up the machine with
the rock props on, clean, set rock
props.

Q. How many people are i1nvolved
in that process?

AL Up to about nine. It took the
majority of the group.

Q. Did they work on one side at a

time or how did that work?

A They were working on both
sides.

Q. Okay.

A Sat one on each side, put

theilr hose out to pressurize up,
pressurize. Left si1ide, everything 1s
up, set the lock on the rock prop and
disconnect their hose. Go over on

the right side and repeat the

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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process.

Q- So you alternated left to
right?

A Alternating left to right.

Q.- And you kind of had your crew

of people split, working on left and

right?
A Pretty much.
Q.- Okay. So how many people on

the section would you have total
during this time?

AL Maybe --- 1f you counted the
mechanic and electrician that were
usually outby, probably about 11
people.

Q.- Okay. After Friday --- and
that jJust continued, the same
procedure, for Wednesday, Thursday

and Friday?

A Same procedure.

Q.- After Friday, you took, 1
guess, Saturday off. And then
Sunday, what did --- you went up on

the mountain?

A I went up on dayshift, which

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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started at 5:00 a.m.

Q.- What was your role up on the
mountain?

A. Monitor the drilling and take
samples out of hole number one, which
was completed at that time, that
sampling pump set up there with the
generator.

Q.- Okay. But was that already
completed when you got there?

AL Hole number one was. The
drill rig was sitting on hole number
two ---

Q. Okay.

A. --- and they were doing the
last of their logging on the first
day 1 was there, on hole number two.
Q. How was the sampling set up on
hole number one? What were they
sampling?

AL Had a Tygon tube down the
drill hole, and 1t came across from
number one site over to the edge of
number two site. Had a vacuum pump

that ran from a portable generator.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. Was the drill steel still down

in the hole?

A Drill steel was still in the
hole.

Q. So you were sampling from the
drill ---7?

A It fashioned a cap on top of

the drill steel ---

Q. Okay.

A --- and sealed 1t with tape
around so that they were drawing from
the bottom of the drill steel and not
drawing surface air.

Q. Okay. And then the drill rig
was on top of hole number two?

A They were in the process of
moving. They had started their move
and the drill rig was still sitting
there waitting for the final logging
of what they wanted to do. They set
casing 1in the hole and were preparing
to move to hole number three.

Q.- So they had already completed
the hole through into the mine when

you got there?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A The hole had been completed,
yeah.

Q. Did they do any sampling
there?

A That hole was i1In-gassing.

Q. Okay.

A And we Just monitored 1t to

see what was i1In-gassing.

Q- Okay.

AL When the photo logs finished,
then they put two alr compressors 1in
place and started injecting air down

the casing 1in Number Two hole.

Q.- What do you mean by photo
logs?
A They had two outfits there,

two different companies, who would
drop a probe that had a camera and
lights on 1t. They"d drop that down
the hole and record whatever the
camera saw from the top of the hole
to the bottom of the hole and then
spend time at the bottom of the hole
when they broke out 1into the open

entry, then they would see how far

22
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--- they would rotate the camera 360

degrees.
Q.- Okay. Did they use the same

-—-- there®"s two different contractors

there with ---7

AL Two different contractors.

Q. And did they use one --- why
did they --- did both contractors go
down the same hole or ---?

A Yeah. They both went down the
same hole. One had a little more

sophisticated camera system for
recording. The other one had a
better light system to show further
out.

Q. And at this time, the Number

Two hole had already been cased?

A Was cased, yeah.
Q. Okay.
A That steel case he put down.

And then they attached a compressor

to 1t. Attached two compressors ---
Q. Okay.
A --- to --- 275CFM

diesel-powered compressors.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. And how did they attach those

to the hole?

A . One had a one-i1nch hose. The
other one had a three-inch hose.

Q. Okay.

A And then they were --- the
third one they were just dropping

down the hole.

Q.- Was 1t sealed with fittings
or ---7

AL No . No, not at first.

Q.- Okay. When did that change?
A Probably changed about
Thursday. The cap was made up. It
was sitting there already. But they

decided to hard attach 1t, screw the
casing on --- put the collar up
there, screw the cap on and then
connect the hoses into the cap.

Q. That happened on dayshift
Thursday?

A I guess Thursday, yeah.

Q. What did the drill rig do
after Number Two hole was complete?

A . Moved to Number Three hole.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. Immediately and start drilling
there?

AL Yeah.

Q. Okay.

A. What he was waiting for was
the --- when 1 got there on Sunday,

he was wairting to make a final grade
on the road so that he could proceed
down to Number Three hole.

Q.- So they were preparing the pad
on Sunday and you arrived for number
three already?

AL Yeah. They had been at it
most of the night, preparing through
the night.

Q.- Was that a process that
continued through the drill holes,
where they were preparing the pads
ahead of time ---

A Yes.

Q.- --- for the drill rig? So the
drill rig could always move directly

from one hole to another?

A It could.
Q.- The Number Three hole, were
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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you there when they completed 1t?

A Yes.

Q. And what was the procedure
there?

AL When they finished the hole

--- when they holed through, they
stopped, shut everything down and
would take an ertght-pound hammer,
sledgehammer, and hit the drill pipe
three times and then wait for an
answer to see 1f there®"s any --- you
know, any answering taps or anything
like that.

Q- Okay. Did they --- how did
they determine how much voirid was
there 1n the mine, do you know?

A. They would mark the pipe when
they lost circulation, which

indicated that they had broken

through, ---
Q. Okay.
AL --- then they would slowly

lower their steel down until It hit
the solid.

Q. And then measure that?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A . Measure that distance.

Q.- Once they banged on the pipe
and wairted for a response, what did
they do after that?

A They warted quite a while,
banged --- they®"d make the bangs and
go back and forth.

Q- How long? Estimate.

A Number Three hole, probably an
hour and a half.

Q. Okay.

AL Then they pulled the steel out
and dropped what they call a trinm
pipe, which was a two-inch-diameter
pipe, dropped that trim pipe all the
way to the bottom ---

Q. Okay.

A. --- and sealed around the hole
so that they could draw a sample out
of that trim pipe from the bottom,
from the mine atmosphere.

Q. Okay.

A Rig that up again with Tygon
tubing, a vacuum pump with a portable

generator.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. Okay. How long did they run

that? Was that a continuous sampling
process or ---7?
A They ran that --- 1 have to

check the log and see.

Q. Okay.

A. It was a day or two they ran
--- well, no, 1 guess about 24 hours.
About 24 hours they ran that. And

then decided to bring two compressors
in and Inject air i1nto the hole
instead of sampling.

Q. Do you remember what they got
when they sampled number three?

AL I don"t know.

Q. After they completed the hole,

was 1t 1intaking before they ---

A It appeared to be.

Q- --- inserted the sample pipe?
A Yes.

Q.- But after they had i1nserted

the sample pipe, they did seal the
top of the hole?
AL Put plastic around i1t and

filled 1t the best we could so that

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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surface air would not migrate down
the hole so you could get an
uncontaminated sample.

Q. Very good. When they hooked
up the compressors to number three,
was that 1n addition to the

compressors on number two?

A Yes, 1t was.
Q. And how did they attach those?
AL Just put the hoses down the

hole, put them down the collar.
There®"s about a 20 foot surface pipe
that they put down ---

Q. Okay.

A --- and they jJust dropped the
hose down to the end of the surface

pipe, about 20 feet.

Q. Did they seal around them
anyhow?
AL Just a piece of plastic around

them the best they could.
Q.- When you say plastic, do you

mean plastic sheeting?

A Plastic sheeting.
Q- Okay. All right. And then
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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did Number Three hole stay that way

for the remainder of the ---7

AL It did. Once you put the air
down 1t stayed that way the whole
time I was there.

Q.- Okay. And the compressors on
Number Two hole and Three hole, when
you say i1t stayed that way, how long
did they run those? Did they run
those all the way through the 20th?
A They were running all the time
that I was on the mountain, yes.

Q. Okay. So after number three,
they moved to number four?

A Moved up to number four, which
was jJjust up the hill a little bit

from number three.

Q.- Okay. Same procedure?

A Same procedure.

Q- Did they hit a void on that
one?

AL When they broke through,

again, they stopped their drilling,
stopped all movement around, used a

hammer.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. Okay.

A And finally with no response
or anything else, then they pulled
their steel out. On three and four
there was no casing put in, jJust
starting surface pipe was all there
was .

Q. Did they run the cameras down
through?

A On number four they started
one camera down and coal blocked off,
had to pull back out. The drill rig
had to tool back up, go down, clean
the hole all the way to the

bottom, ---

Q. Okay.

A --- and then put the camera

down again.

Q.- And did they run both cameras
again?
A They ran one camera. And I™m

not sure whether Alvey went down and
ran that hole or not. Il did not see
him run Number Four hole.

Q. Who 1s that?
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A . That was the one from the

outfit from Tennessee.

Q- Do you recall what their name
was?

A No, 1 don-®t.

Q. Either outfit?

A The one 1s a local guy around

that runs out of a back of a pickup.
Alvey was out of Nashville,
Tennessee.

Q- Okay. I don"t think I asked
you on hole number three. Did they
run the camera up and down hole

number three?

AL Yeah, they did.

Q. Both of them?

A No, just a local guy out of a
pickup.

Q.- Okay. So a local guy ran the

camera i1n holes three and four?

A As far as 1 know.

Q.- Once they were done with their
camera survey, did they i1nstall a
sample pipe In number four?

A No, they did not.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q.- Did they hook compressors to
it?

A No .

Q- Was 1t intaking, do you know?
A It was 1ntaking.

Q- And they just let 1t 1ntake?
AL Uh-huh (yes).

Q. Okay. Hole number five, same

procedure?

A They were drilling hole number
five when 1 left.
Q.- So five had not been completed

when you left on the 20th?

A It had not been completed when
I left.

Q.- Okay. Did you have any other
--- did you do any other work with
the seismic people while you were up
on the mountain during this drilling
time?

A On number four we took a day
when the hole had been through, they
pulled everything out. We did a
seismic survey and set the charges

off. And they thought that they
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heard something, but they weren-"t
sure. It was a steady repeat, but
they couldn®"t duplicate i1t.

Q.- When you said they did a
seismic survey, what do you mean by
that?

A Went through --- all the

geophones had been set the day

before.

Q.- On the surface?

A . On the surface.

Q. Okay.

AL And stopped all operations.

Nobody moving around, not even
walking around, ---

Q. Okay.

A --- and then set off the
surface charges.

Q.- How many charges, do you know?
Was 1t a series of charges?

AL It would be a --- there were
three charges. Just set one off,
wailt set another one off, wairt.

Q. And that was an attempt to

signal miners underground
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potentially?

A See 1f you got any response or
anything like that.

Q. When you were listening for
the response, were all the geophones
on the surface?

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q. Was there anything lowered
down into the mine to listen?

A. Set the charges off. I don™t
believe the --- we lowered a lifeline
with a speaker microphone on 1t.

Q. Okay.

A . But 1 don"t belirieve 1t was

down the hole when we set the charges

off.
Q. When did you lower that?
A . As soon as the hole was

cleared, before they put the cameras

down .

Q.- You did that for each hole?

AL Yeah.

Q. For hole two?

A Well, they had already done 1t

for hole number two.
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Q- Okay.

A And they did that for three
and four.

Q. Okay. How did the drilling
operation communicate with the
command center?

A Through the MSHA
representative and through the

company rep that was on the mountain

there.

Q. I mean, physically, how did
you guys talk to the people ---7°

A Physically back and forth?

Q. Yes.

A. Satellite phone.

Q- Did that work fTairly well?

A. We have the suitcase satellite

phone that has the external

antenna ---

Q. Okay.
A --- which 1s mounted on the
vehicle. Mounts with magnets. And

that worked very well.

Q. Okay.
AL Some of the handheld satellite
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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phones that the seismic people had
and others up there trying to use
them, they were spotty and poor audio
quality.

Q.- The suitcase satellite phone,
you had a good line of communication
down to the command center at the
mine portal?

A Yeah.

Q. And was that 1n place the
whole time you were there?

A. Yeah, 1t was there when 1 got
there, and 1t was still there when |1
left. We traded that from ---
whoever was on duty, we traded from
vehicle to vehicle with that.

Q.- During your time there, was
the robot ever i1ntroduced during
your ---7?

A Not while I was there, no.

MR. MORLEY:

Okay. Let"s take a
short break off the record.
SHORT BREAK TAKEN
BY MR. MORLEY:
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Q.- Some follow-up questions on
the drilling operations. How did
they drill these holes? Were they

drilled with air or are they wet

drilled or ---7?
AL They used an ailr compressor
with --- they had a foam that was

mixed with water, which greatly
reduced the volume of the water that
they needed.

Q. Okay.

A But they would inject this
foam down the center of their pipe,
it would pick the finds up and

circulate back to the surface.

38

Q. Okay. Was there one drill rig

for all the holes?

A One drill rig.

Q. Was there ever talk of
bringing in a second drill rig?

A There was talk of bringing in
a drill rig. The owner of the
company came one day, looked things
over, and that was the last we heard

of 1t. But they were talking about
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bringing a rig in that would be big

enough to drill a 30-i1inch hole.

Q- Owner of what company?
A Of the drilling company.
Q- Do you know who the drilling

company was, for the record? Was 1t

Lang Drilling?

A Lang Drilling.

Q. Okay.

A Big red ---.

Q. Were you involved 1n any of

the decisions where to drill next or

the drill hole locations?

AL No .

Q.- Okay. The procedure when the

hole was completed about lowering the
pipe down --- the drill steel down to
measure the void and pounding on 1t,

was there a written procedure for

that? Was there a plan or was

that ---7?
A. I didn"t see a written
procedure for that, no. The command

center was notified about when we"re

going to break through.
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Q. Okay.
AL And then when the
break-through was done, then they
were notified. They had --- there
was --- oh, they had a code set up
and 1t was above my level, supervisor
level, that called.
Q.- So the procedures for
completing a hole were just something

that was called up from them?

AL Yep .-
Q.- Who was 1n charge up at the
drill sites? I mean, who was the

senior MSHA person there?
A It depended on which day 1t
was, but on the sampling side we had

people changing back and forth.

Q. Okay.
A And I was answering to Virgil
Brown.
Q. Was Virgil up there every day?
AL No . No .
Q. Were you the only MSHA person
usually up there or ---7°
A. At times, yes.
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Q.- Okay. So Virgil gave you the
direction? I mean, how did they know
how to stop and to bang on the pipe?
Do you know who 1tnitiated that
procedure?
AL That was 1nitiated with the
first two holes before I was there.
Q- And they just --- the drilling
company just ---7°
A They continued that on
through, yes.
Q. Do you know who would have
knowledge of how that --- of how the
drill hole locations were picked and

how the sampling and the signaling

procedures and all that were done?

A. Who did 1t and how 1t was set
up, no, 1 don-"t.
Q.- Okay. So at times you were

the MSHA person 1In charge at the bore

hole?
A . At times, yeah.
Q. When they set the blasts off

in an attempt to signal the miners,

was that a one-time deal or did they
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repeat that or ---7?

AL They did 1t that one day and
that was 1t.

Q- And they thought they might
have had some response?

AL They had a pattern that showed
up on the geophones down at the
seismic traitler, and --- but 1t would
only --- 1t would come for a short
period of time and then 1t would
stop.

Q. But they didn"t repeat the
signal from the surface?

A No .

Q. Why was your assignment
changed from being underground at the
recovery effort to up on the
mountain? Is there any reason?

A . As far as I know, I was one of
the few people that knew how to get

up on the mountain.

Q. Okay.

A I think that®"s the only

reason. Because the man that was

opposite --- my opposite on the
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

43

shift, I had to draw him a map and
tell him how to get there.

Q.- Okay. For the holes that you
were there, did they detect a void at
each hole?

A . Yeah. I"m not sure how much
depth there was at each voirid, but
yeah, they did detect an opening 1In
each one.

Q.- Okay. Did you receive
instructions at the beginning or end
of your shifts up on the mountain or
how were you directed up there?

AL When 1 left the command center
on Saturday afternoon, ---

Q. Okay.

A --- they said go up, pull the
samples, call the results back every
hour to the command center. And 1 f
we have anything else we want you to
do, we®"ll give you instructions on
what to do.

Q- So you didn"t stop back at the
mine each day?

A . No .
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Q.- You received any special
instructions they wanted through the
satellite phone?

A Through the satellite phone.
Q.- Okay. Going back to when you
were working underground, was there
any time you had other visitors come
in besides the normal recovery crew?
A No . The times 1 was
underground we didn*"t have any
visitors, other than the recovery
people.

Q. Okay. Very good. Now, 1 want
to ask you some questions about
inspections. Were you ever assigned

to inspect the Crandall Canyon Mine?

AL Yes, sir, | have been.

Q. When was that?

A The first time, last time?
Q. First time and last time.
A From 1995 through 2000 that

was a regular assigned mine for the

Castle Dale fTield office, which 1 was

part of.

Q- So you would have had the ---
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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you would have done i1nspections each

year?
A. Yes.
Q.- And from 2000 on, did you do

any inspections then?

AL After the Willow Creek TfTire,
Genwal or Crandall Canyon Mine was
assigned to the Price office.

Q.- Okay. So after 2000, you
never 1nspected the Crandall Canyon
Mine?

AL No, not until the last --- it
would have been, what, the third
quarter of this year, of this fiscal

year, which would be April, May and

June --- second quarter.

Q. Okay.

A No, that®"s third quarter.

That"s third quarter. Fiscal year,

not ---.

Q.- Fiscal year would be ---.

A Not calendar year, fTiscal

year .

Q. Okay.

AL So 1t would be the third
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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quarter of the fiscal year of "07.
Q.- So you conducted the
inspection in April, May and June.
What areas of the mine did you
inspect?

AL Outby areas and i1nto their
Main West section there.

Q. Which Main West section?

AL That"s where the accident
occurred.

Q- Were they mining In the north
barrier or the south barrier at that
time?

AL It would have been the south

barrier, on the left-hand side of the

mains.

Q.- Was the north barrier already
sealed?

A It was already sealed.

Q.- Okay. And do you remember

approximately where they were 1In that
--- were they developing or
retreating during ---?

AL Developing. They had just

completed the portion where they went
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from four entries to three and were
preparing to go back up to the four
entries --- about 127. I*"d have to

look at the map and see.

Q. Were they --- they mined
around that ---7?
AL They mined around that one leg

off the Main West entries.

Q. Okay. And what were your
observations there? What were
conditions like 1n the south barrier
block?

A. In the return outby from the
face there were some areas showing
floor heave in the return entry.

Q. Okay.

A Not a great amount of floor
heave but enough to see the floor

wanting to buckle a little b1t and

move .

Q.- Can you estimate about how
high?

A Four to six inches maximum.
Q. Okay. Was that over an

extensive area or just 1n like one
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crosscut?

A. Just In spots.

Q. Just In spots?

A Spots for about 400 feet.

Q- Any other entries?

A Didn*"t really see anything 1in

the other entries, just that return
entry.

Q.- Okay. How did the pillar and
rib conditions look?

A The pillars 1n that mine were
always working a little bit. And
right there toward the face area,
they had taken 1t up to about nine

feet In height, so the ribs would

48

break out on a regular basis. Just a

piece would tip out or break out of

the rib, jJust roll out and ---7

Q.- Just sloughing or ---7

A Just slough off.

Q. Okay.

A. It wasn®"t blowing out or
anything. It would just kind of tip

over and fall.

Q. Did you ever --- were there
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ever any bounces or bumps during your
inspection?

A Not that you would call a
bounce, no.

Q.- What did you call a bounce?

A A bounce 1s when you move
material out from the ribs or from

the roof or the floor, create dust.

Q- Actually Ti1ll material?
A. Yeah.
Q.- That®"s what you consider a

bounce?

AL Yes.

Q.- Okay. Everybody seems to have
a little different definition.

A Now, that mine, for as long as
l"ve been acquainted with 1t, was
always making noises. There®"s always
a thump every so often.

Q.- So the noise and the rib
sloughing you wouldn®"t consider a
bounce?

A Now, 1Ff they all happened
together, yeah, 1t would be a

bounce, ---
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A . --- 1f they all happened at
the same time.

Q.- But during your inspections,
it never did that?

AL No .

Q. What were your other
observations, rock dust, methane,

oxygen, any problems?

50

AL Cited for poor rock dusting in

the belt and adjacent entry to 1t
during 1nspection. And they went
back through and ---.

Q.- Was that because of the rib

sloughing off?

A No . They jJust weren®"t putting

enough rock dust down.

Q. Did you ever detect methane or

low oxygen in the mine?

A Not at --- no. Not 1n there,
no. You could pick up some down 1iIn
First South, down in the bleeder
entry. You"d have to watch out for
low oxygen, mainly because they"re

drawing off a lot of old areas where
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the water 1s. Down on panel 20 ---
21, 20, down 1n there, there"s a
bleeder system that goes around there
that they pump water out of.

Q. And 1s there sometimes low
oxygen down there?

A Sometimes low oxygen down 1in
there, yes.

Q. Okay. How was the roof 1n the
south barrier section?

A I didn"t detect any problems
with the roof when they were putting
fully grouted resin bolts 1n on a
five-foot pattern with mesh and ---.
Q. Do you know how many bolts
across?

A IT they"re on a regular
pattern, they"ll put four across, and
then they were adding an extra rib
pin on each, so 1t would usually be
SIX across.

Q.- Okay. Did you ever have any
conversations with mineworkers or
mine management about concerns of

mining 1n the north or south barrier

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

52

blocks?

A I talked to --- yeah, a
section foreman and a miner operator
about the height that they were
cutting. And they didn*"t really like
the nine-foot height, and they were
trying to taper 1t back down on the
days I was there.

Q- They were taking all the top
coal and leaving bottom coal, or was
it the other way around?

A They were going through the
solid rock on the roof.

Q.- Okay. They were just taking
too much floor coal and 1t was

getting too high?

A It was a little bit of a roll,
moving a little bit. And the other
crew would have been --- they were on

a rotation, four-day rotation, and
the previous four days had ---
instead of leveling out with the roof
and keeping the floor level, they had
followed the floor and made extra

herght.
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Q. Okay. But did miners or

anyone ever come to you with concerns
about the conditions in the north or
south, other than the height?

AL No .

Q.- So you completed this one
inspection Iin the third fiscal
quarter. The previous time you had
inspected at the mine was back 1n the
year 20007

A. 2000.

Q- Where were they mining then,
do you remember?

AL It would have been down
probably about panels 15 and 16.

Q. Were conditions in the mine
comparable to what you experienced
down 1In that area of the mine?

A What they had 1n the ---

Q.- In the south. In the south

barrier.

A --- south barrier?

Q. Yes.

A Similar, yes.

Q- Nothing substantially
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different?

A Heavy cover. They were mining
--- developing toward the end of the
property, which has a fault on 1t.
Always areas to be concerned with,
but nothing that looked out of the
ordinary or 1t would cause alarm.

Q. Okay. Going a little bit
further back 1n time, were you there
when they mined the original west
mains out to Joe"s Valley Fault?

A No . When 1 got there, they
were --- they had mined between
panels 11 and 12 and had gone out and
hit out on the fault or what they
thought was a sympathetic portion of

the Joe"s Valley Fault.

Q. Okay.

A But the west mains was already
done when 1 was there, completed.

Q.- We"ve heard that they had a

pump station at the back end of west
mains. Did you ever 1nspect and
travel west mains back to there?

A . Yes.
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Q. What were conditions like 1in
general iIn west mains?

A Well, you"d start out pretty
good heirght. You®"d get back to the
back end, 1t got down to about siXx
foot, got a little lower. Pumps were

set with pipe and 1t was always wet.

Q. Okay.
A Kind of nasty to walk through.
Q. IT you remember, did the

pillars look good In west mains?
What conditions --- did they look
pretty stable? Were they
deteriorating? Do you remember?

A When 1 went back through
there, there didn"t seem to be
anything falling apart or any roof
sagging down. The pillars were
holding up.

Q. They marked a lot of areas as
rock on that map. Do you know what

that relates to?

A. I don™"t.

Q.- The whole area was standing

pretty good the last --- i1n 2000,
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when you would have been there last?
A The last time 1 was there,
yes, 1t was.

Q- Okay. During your last
inspection, did you have any
conversations oOor 1Issues concerning
roof or ventilation plan approvals
for Crandall Canyon Mine?

A No, 1 didn-®t.

Q.- And do you have anything else
that you"d like to add that would be
relevant to this i1nvestigation,
observations in the mine or during
recovery?

A The only thing I have with ---
on recovery would be with the rock
props. I wasn"t comfortable with
them setting the cap piece on top,
especially when you put crossbars 1i1n.
You had a wood surface and a steel
surface. Even though you had them
pressured up, there®"s still sliding
friction. You know, there wasn-™t
enough friction to hold "em.

Q.- When you were talking about
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setting the rock props, you really

didn"t get 1Into setting any

crossbars. What was going on there?
A Beyond crosscut 125, ---

Q- Okay.

A. --- we encountered some top

that was fractured, and mesh had been

pulled away from 1t.

Q- Okay.
A And we set some --- what they
call monster mats oOor crossbars. It

was Just a heavy-gauged steel set

into a channel.

Q. It"s a channel?

AL Yeah.

Q. Okay.

AL And they were set from rock
prop to rock prop. And rock props

were pushed up to hold them up 1In
place. And we"d set four of those,
and then the roof bolter was coming
in to tie some up, and then they put
two bolts through each one of them to
attach them to the roof iIn the

center.
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Q.- Okay. What exactly was your

concern with that procedure, that the
channels wouldn®"t hold before 1t was
bolted or 1In general?

AL No, the channels would hold.
We put the bolts 1n when the roof
bolter come 1n, ---

Q. Okay.

A --- Just to ensure that 1t
would stay 1n place, 1n the

middle, ---

Q- Okay.

A --- because you have a 14-foot
span and 1t"s only supported on
eitther end. So 1f you get any
weight, 1t can bend the center down
without a problem.

Q- Okay.

A So we had them put two bolts
in to ensure that even 1f the rock
props come out, the channel would
stay there, wouldn®"t fall down. And
that you had the extra measure of
support with two fTully grouted resin

bolts up through the channel.
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Q. Did they also fully bolt the
entry i1if 1t needs 1t --- 1f 1t needed
it?

A They could, yes. And they did

in a couple places.

Q. Did they put mesh back up?
A. Yes.
Q. Your concern with the rock

props, was that the wood on top of
the rock prop would slide on the
channel?

A . Wood slide on the channel and
also wood was hard to get 1t to
tighten 1nto the cap that they were
using on top the rock prop. There
are rock props that are designed to
go Iinto the roof and the floor, which
would have been a better setup than
what they had.

Q.- What do you mean by i1Into the
roof and the floor?

A They"re set with like spikes
or a protrusion that when you
pressure them up, they actually dig

into the roof and floor. They won-®t
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move sideways.

MR. MORLEY:

All right. Let"s take
another short break and see 1f
we have any more questions.

SHORT BREAK TAKEN

BY MR. MORLEY:

Q.- You said earlier that some of
--- the boss and the crew were
concerned about the nine-foot mining

hertght in the south barrier?

A Yeah.

Q. What was the concern there?

AL It Just allows too much of the
rib to move. Because when the rib

moves, 1t can come clear out to the
center of the intersection --- o0r
center of the entry.

Q.- So with increased height you
get more sloughage?

A You get more sloughage and 1t
travels further out Into the entry
when 1t comes down.

Q.- Okay. When you®"re underground

and they were doing the recovery
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work, I don"t know i1if you could tell,
but did they mine any bottom coal as

they were doing the recovery or was

it --- did 1t all jJust seem like 1t
was loose coal or were they ---7
AL It appeared to be loose coal.

The bottom there 1s soft and ---.

Q. Do you think you could tell 1f
they were getting into the rib or the
bottom or ---7

A You could tell 1f youT"re
getting 1nto the rib, but 1nto the
bottom would be difficult because the
bottom was soft.

Q.- Two questions for up on the
mountain. Was there a record kept of
the voids that were detected by the
drilling operation?

A I think that was done with the

logging crew and with the drilling

company .
Q.- You didn*"t keep any records?
A No .

Q. Who were the --- like who

called those values down to the
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command center? Would that have been
you or the driller?

A It would have been either the
driller or the company representative

for Murray Energy.

Q. Do you know who that usually
was?

AL Let"s see. We had --- Dave
was up there on --- he"s the chief

engineer, Dave ---.

Q.- Is that Hibbs?

A. No . The older guy, the chief
engineer. I want to say Hill.

Q. Okay. When they were

listening with the geophones, do you
know, did they coordinate --- did
they stop the recovery effort
underground at the same time?

A I"m not sure. I believe they
did, but I"m not sure. I know they
had everything stopped on the
surface, but I don"t know for sure 1f

they stopped underground or not.

MS. HAYASHI:

I have a quick
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MR. MORLEY:

Go ahead. Sure.

MS. HAYASHI:

You mentioned that you
had some concerns about the
rock props that were being
used. Did you ever express
any of those concerns to the
company or to anyone?

A. No, not really, 1In retrospect,
to look back on 1t, they used the
same rock props at Aberdeen, West
Ridge. l"ve seen some of those kick
out and move.

MS. HAYASHI:

So mostly just a
suggestion for the future?
A Yeah.
MR. MORLEY:

On behalf of MSHA, 1
want to thank you for
appearing today and answering
guestions. Your cooperation

IS very important to the
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investigation as we work to
determine the cause of the
accident.

We ask that you not
discuss your testimony with
any person who may have
already been interviewed or
who may be iInterviewed in the
future. This will ensure that
we obtain everyone-®s
independent recollection of
the events surrounding the
accident.

After questioning other
witnesses, we may call you if
we have any fTollow-up
questions that we feel we may
need to ask you. IT at any
time you have additional
information regarding the
accident that you would like
to provide to us, please
contact us.

IT you wish, you may

now go back over any answer
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that you have given during
this 1Interview and may also
make any statement that you
would like to make.
A. I don"t have anything to
review as far as a statement.

MR. MORLEY:

Anything else you want
to say?
AL Just 1In reference to the rock
props there, the ones they"re using
are specifically designed for
vertical pressures.

MR. MORLEY:

Okay .
A Okay. And they work well for
vertical pressures. But when you

exert a side force to em, they tend
to give, slide sideways.

MR. MORLEY:

Are there specific ones
that are made to resist
horizontal?

A There are some different caps

that will resist horizontal, but even
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those will --- given enough force,
they will move without too much
provocation. But the rock props were
designed for vertical forces, not
abutment pressures or side pressures.

MR. MORLEY:

Anything else? Thank
you for your cooperation.

* * * * X X X *

STASTEMENT CONCLUDED AT 11:02 A.M.

* * @ * @ * X X X *
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