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P R OCEETDTI NG S

MR. WATKINS:

Jeff, my name 1s Tim
Watkins. I am an accident
investigator with the Mine
Safety and Health
Administration (MSHA), an
agency of the United States
Department of Labor. With me
today 1s Derek Baxter, from
the Solicitor®"s Office, and we
will be doing the questioning
today.

I, together with other
government i1nvestigators and
specialists, have been
assigned to Investigate the
conditions, events and
circumstances surrounding the
fatalities that occurred at
the Crandall Canyon Mine 1i1n
Utah 1n August of 2007. The
investigation 1s being

conducted by MSHA under 103(a)

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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of the Federal Mine Safety &
Health Act and the Utah
Commission of Labor. We
appreciate your assistance 1n
this Investigation.

After the i1nvestigation
is complete, MSHA will issue a
public report detailing the
nature and causes of the
fatalities 1n the hope that
greater awareness about their
causes can reduce their
occurrence 1n the future.
Information obtained through
witness interviews 1is
frequently 1ncluded 1n these
reports. Your statement may
also be used 1n other
proceedings.

You may have a personal
representative present during
the taking of this statement,
and you may consult with your
representative at any time.

Your statement 1s completely

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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voluntary. You may refuse to
answer any question. You may
terminate your i1interview at
any time. IT you need a
break, please request one.
We"l1ll give you a break any
time that you feel you need
one .

Since this 1Is not an

adversarial proceeding, formal
cross-examination will not be
permitted; however, your
personal representative may
ask clarifying questions as
appropriate.

A court reporter will
record your iInterview, so
please speak loudly and
clearly. If you do not
understand the question,
please ask me to rephrase i1t.
Please answer each question as
fully as you can, i1ncluding

any information which you may

have learned from someone

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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else.

I*d like to thank you
in advance for your appearance
here today. We appreciate
your assistance 1In this
investigation. Your
cooperation 1s critical 1In
making the nation®s mines
safer.

After we have finished
asking questions, you will
have an opportunity to make a
statement and provide us with
any other information that you
believe to be important. 1T
at any time after the
interview you recall any
information that you believe
may be useful, please contact
Richard Gates. His contact
information 1s provided on
this card.

Ms. Escott, will you
please swear 1n the witness?

MS. ESCOTT:

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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You can jJjust raise your
right hand.
JEFF TRIPP, HAVING FIRST BEEN DULY
SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

MR. WATKINS:

Ms. Escott, are you
empowered as a notary iIn the
State of West Virginia?

MS. ESCOTT:

Yes.

MR. WATKINS:

When does your
commission expire?

MS. ESCOTT:

9/723/72015.
MR. WATKINS:

And have you sworn in
Mr. Tripp?
MS. ESCOTT:

Yes.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q.- Mr. Tripp, do you have any

question about the Interview process

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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as | have explained 1t?
A. No.
Q.- Could you please state your

full name and address for the record,

please?

A Jeffrey Alan Tripp, (b)(@)(C)

(b) (7)(C) -

Q.- Jeff, do you have a personal

representative with you today?
A No . Well ---.
MR. WATKINS:

Mr. Means or ---7°
AL Not my personal
representative.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

I will clarify. I"m
Thomas C. Means of Crowell &
Moring, L.L.P., from
Washington, DC. And Mr. Tripp
has asked me to be with hinm
here today, to accompany him
here today. And I"m not his

personal attorney, as he

understands. I"m the attorney
for the mine operator. But he
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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has the right to have anybody

he wants with him, and he~"s
asked me to be here today.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Do you want Mr. Means with you
here today?

AL Yes.

Q.- Are you aware that your
representative may have a conflict of
interest In representing you while
being provided by someone else, such

as the company?

A I don"t understand. Am 1
aware he"s ---7

Q. That he"s representing the
company ---

AL Yes.

Q.- --- and, as a result, there

may be a conflict of Interest?
A. Yes.
MR. WATKINS:

Okay. Mr. Means, would
you please state for the
record whether you also

represent the mine operator in

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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these matters?

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Yes, I do represent the
mine operator in these
matters.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. With this understanding, do
you still want this person as your

representative?

AL Yes.

Q.- Jeff, are you appearing here
today voluntarily?

AL Yes.

Q. And how many years of mine

experience do you have?

A. I believe I started In "97 or
"96. I"m not for sure.
Q. Do you want to give me a brief

description of your employment
history and where you worked at?

A I started 1in 1l1linoils, working
at Eagle Valley Coal Mine for Steve
Shore (phonetic). I worked there
probably a little under a year. And

then I moved to Oklahoma, where 1

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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worked in an underground mine for

approximately two years. And then 1
moved to Pennsylvania, where 1 went
to work at Maple Creek Mine. And |

was there for approximately two
years, maybe a little less. And then
I transferred over to Century Mine,
and I"ve been there ever since.

Q.- So prior to August the 6th,
you®"ve never worked 1n the Crandall

Canyon Mine; ---

AL No .
Q. --- 1s that true? So your
current position i1s --- what 1s your

current position?

A Section foreman.

Q. At?

AL Century.

Q.- Century, okay. How were you

notified of the accident? When 1
refer to the accident, I mean the one
on August the 6th. How were you

notified of that accident?

AL TV.
Q. Television?
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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AL I mean, that"s where 1 heard
about 1t, first heard about 1t, was
television.

Q.- Okay. When were you fTirst
called to go to the Crandall Canyon
Mine?

A The 14th of August.

Q.- You was called on August the
14th?

A Right.

Q. Do you remember who called
you?

A Mike Ellwood. I wasn"t
called. I was underground working at

the time, and they sent a guy up

there and said that when 1

got out

that Mike Ellwood wanted to see me.

He"s the assistant superintendent.

Q. What did Mike tell you?

AL When 1 went out, he said that

he had received a call, and

I"m not

sure who 1t was from, that they

wanted to know i1if we would come out

and assist the guys that were already

working and help them. I said, yeah.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

17

He said, you know, I"m not going to

look down on you 1f you don"t go or

--- you know, 1t"s strictly up to
you. We talked about i1t. You kn

I thought 1f that was me 1In

ow,

there ---.

Q.- You mentioned Mike Ellwood was

his name?

AL Uh-huh (yes).

Q.- What did you say his title was

again?

A Assistant superintendent.

Q- For Century Mine?

AL Century.

Q.- How is Century related to

Crandall Canyon Mine?

A How are they related?

Q.- Yeah, 1 mean as far as the

structure goes. Both owned by Murray

or ---72

A Yeah.

Q. Okay. So sort of like a

sister mine?

A Yeah, somewhat.

Q- When you spoke with Mike, did
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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he tell you what you would be doing

at Crandall?

A Not like the detail. He jJust
saitd that he had been asked also 1f
we would go out and, you know, assist
them, help. And he said the reason
my name come up 1s because | was a
hustler, and he thought that maybe 1
might see something when 1 was out
there that might help 1t go a little
quicker or, you know, maybe some

experience or something that might

help.

Q. And this was on the 14th that
he discussed ---7?

AL Yeah.

Q.- When did you actually leave to

go to Crandall?

A The 15th, the following
morning.

Q. Did anyone go with you?

AL Yeah, Mike, Dave Blake from

Number Six and Keith Norris from
Number Six Mine. And we stopped 1In

Madisonville on the way and picked up

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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two guys, Madisonville.

Q.- Did you drive out or fTly?

AL No, we Fflew.

Q. Okay. You flew out on the
15th. Did you go straight to the
mine or did you ---7?

A. Yeah. We left Wheeling, flew

into Madisonville, picked up two guys
and then flew on to Utah.

Q.- Do you remember when you Tfirst
got to the Crandall Canyon Mine?

A Due to the time difference ---

I*"m thinking 1t was early afternoon.

I believe so. Because we left
Wheeling at 8:00, and I think we got
there at like 1:00 or 2:00. I"m not
sure. Or 1t might have been. |

don"t remember.

Q. But this i1s on the 15th?

AL Yeah, on the 15th.

Q. And you traveled to the mine
site?

AL Yeah.

Q. Who did you meet with when you

got to the mine site?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A Laitne.

Q.- Laine Adair, maybe?

A. Yeah. And Mr. Murray was
there. And then the other people

from like Galacia, different
maintenance foremen, people like
that.

Q. Did you have a little briefing
or anything?

A Yes.

Q. Could you tell us what was
discussed during that briefing, what
was discussed?

AL They went over what had
happened as far as the bump or
seismic activity, whichever, and what
led up to this and how they were
going about rescuing, as far as
setting the posts, the props, the
screening, equipment they had up
there, the shifts they were working.
That was pretty much --- and
introduced, you know, the other
people that were 1In the room as far

as who they were and where they were

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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from. And that was about i1t, really.
Q. Did they give you a job
assignment at that time? Did you
know what you were going to be doing
at that time?

A No .

Q.- Let"s just --- 1f you don*"t
care, jJust take your time and kind of
walk me through the 15th, that first
day when you got to the mine site,
where you went, who you talked to and
what you did.

A . We arrived at the mine and
they let us 1nto a trailer that was
on the mine site. And they had went
over what had happened previous on
the 6th, with the bump and the siXx
men . They --- Laine spoke to us
about what they were using, you know,
how they were going about getting to
these guys with the props and the
screening, where the feeder was set
up, how they were ventilating. And
there was another guy --- 1 want to

say Stickler, 1s that ---

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q- Uh-huh (yes).
AL --- and he spoke --- he was 1n
the room with us. He spoke to us

pretty much about the same stuff and,
you know, what was --- what the
rescue was --- what they were doing
in there and that we needed to, you
know, watch what we were doing and we
needed to get In there as quick as
possible.

Q. You mentioned that during the
briefing they went over the props and
how they was going to be set. Do you
remember how --- what the discussion
was, what the procedure was for
setting these props?

A Not exactly. I know they ---
once | believe 1t was the boom was to
the last prop, they were to back up
and then they were to set props on
two-and-a-half-foot centers on each
side before they could advance.

Q.- So did you go underground on
the 15th?

AL Yes.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. Just take me through that.

AL We went In --- we were outside
and the other crew came on. And they
had a --- I guess their --- like a
shift meeting, 1s what I call them,

but 1t was with their foreman and
stuff, and they went underground.

And then we loaded up and went
underground with --- a foreman, 1
don"t know who 1t was, took us
underground. And we just went up and
they kind of showed us what they were
doing, where the feeder was, where
they had their pinners set up and how
they were going about doing that,
just kind of familirarized us with,
you know, what was going on, kind of
look 1t over.

Q.- You also mentioned a term a
while ago, you used the term bump.
Did you ever have any dealings with
bumps or bounces?

AL No . I heard the term 1n the
past, but I"ve never been 1In one or

heard stories from anybody that had

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

24

been 1n one.

Q.- Did they describe to you what
the conditions of a bump or a bounce
were or anything like that, what to

expect when you went In underground?

AL Yeah.

Q.- What did they tell you to
expect?

A They sairtd during these that

the ribs would blow out, and that®s
what the screening on the props 1is
for, to help --- 1f that did occur,
that that would kind of contain some
of 1t.

Q.- When you went underground on
the 15th, the first time you were
underground and observed those
conditions, what did you think?

AL I was nervous. I mean, I"ve
never --- from what 1°"ve seen, 1"ve

never seen a pillar of coal moved out

into an entry. It was Just beyond
belief, you know, what 1 was looking
at, 1t was jJust --- never seen
anything like --- never imagined
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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anything like that.

Q- Do you know what time 1t was
when you went underground on the
15th?

A. Late evening. I*m going to
say around 7:00, eight o"clock,
somewhere around there. It was after
the crews had went 1n. And we came
back out before midnight, back out.
Q.- So what did you do that first
night underground? What did you
actually physically do underground?
AL Went up and --- we were 1In a
group. We went up and we seen where
the feeder was set, walked up and
looked at the props and just kind of
familiarizing ourself with what was
going on and watched the guys that
were 1n there a little bit, watched
them get set up and get ready to
mine.

Q.- Did you actually set any props

or help set any props that night?

A. No .
Q.- But you observed the other
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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guys setting props?
A Yeah.
Q.- You said the miner would mine

up a distance and then they

would ---7?

AL They would set props. I think
it was to the boom. I don™"t
remember. I think they would go to

the boom and then they would back up
and they would set props because
nobody was i1nby --- or allowed 1nby
the last set of props there.

Q.- Do you remember how many props
were being set after the miner mined
up when they go 1n and set props?

A. Oh, 1t was like I want to say
three or four on each side that they
would put up. And the screen was
maybe 15 feet. As they would get 1n
there, they would move the screen up
with the cables on 1t and tie 1t all
in.

Q. When they set the props, did
they set one side fTirst or did they

set one on each side and kind of

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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worked their way 1n?

A I think they set them one at a
time because they only had one
diversion valve coming off the miner.
And they would set one on the side

and then set one on another side.

Q. So they"d alternate sides?
A. Yeah.
Q. Was there any particular

order? Did they do the right side
first or left side or just up to

the guys or ---7?

A I never really --- 1 know they
just had one diversion valve and
they"d start on one side or the other
and set them.

Q.- How many men would be up there
while they were setting these props?
A The day that we were up there?
Q.- Yeah, on the 15th, the day
that you observed them, how many

people were setting props?

A. Six.

Q. There was siIx?

A Not six people setting props.
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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I mean, 1 recall 1 think there was
six of us up there.
Q.- There were six people 1nby

your last crosscut?

A Yeah, up by the miner.
Q. Up by the miner.
A And a couple would be doing a

fence and a couple would be setting
the props. And that was counting the

two federal i1nspectors that were up

there.
Q.- So the miner and, 1 guess, the
last cut --- they set the props

before the shuttle cars or the ram

cars were between cars, | guess, ---
A Yeah.

Q- --- brought 1t off the car,
went to dump and then ---7

A When the car would go dump,

they would back up and they would set
them. IT he got back before then,
then he waited. And once they got
them set, then federal would allow
them to start mining again.

Q.- Did you observe them setting
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any what they call J-channels or
anything across the top?

A No, jJust one.

Q.- Just one? Okay. How were
those set?

A The one 1 observed was the day
we were 1n there, right before that
happened, when they were putting ---
laying 1t across the boom of the
miner, and they were going to raise
it up with the boom of the miner and
get the jacks under 1t and then blow
one side up and then blow the other
side up.

Q- Were they having any
difficulty 1n setting these props, as
far as getting them straight up and
down or anything like that or getting
them pressurized?

A No, not that 1 noticed. They
would dig them out, then set them. |
recall one they dug out and set, and
the height wasn"t --- the roof was
too tall for the height, so they

chucked it out of there, but stuck
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another one 1n and blew 1t up.
Q. So they had different-sized

props underground?

AL Yes.

Q. Was 1t bumping or bouncing or
anything when you were --- on the
15th?

A No . I had heard --- 1 call it
a bump. I mean, 1t wasn"t a ---

earlier that day we had had a ---.

Q. The 15th?

AL The 15th. No, the 16th ---.
ATTORNEY MEANS:

Well, he"s asking about
the 15th.
AL No .
BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Not the 15th?
A. No.
Q. Just so we"re on the same

page, when you talk about a bump, how
would you describe a bump? What
would be your definition of a bump?

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Well, what"s your
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experience with bumps
altogether before you describe
--- and what®"s the basis for

your knowledge of bumps?

A All 1 can go off of 1s what 1
was 1In. I mean, 1 guess that was a
bump. It wasn®"t a good experience.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. What did 1t do when --- what
was the conditions whenever you said

that was a bump?

A . On the 16th?
Q. On the 15th or whenever you
observed one or heard one. We talked

about experiencing a bump.

A. Oh, 1t was earlier 1In the day.
To me 1t was like somebody shutting a
mandoor outby that kind of made like

a big thud, but there wasn"t any

movement or jolting, ---

Q. Okay.
A --- jJust the noise of 1t. And
it happened and 1 started to take a

few steps, and Gary was standing

there and he said that was the ---
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relieving stress up in the top.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Gary who?
AL Jensen, the iInspector.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q- This was on the 16th, though;
right?

A. On the 16th, yes.

Q.- So getting back onto the 15th,

I guess, how many cycles did you

observe them setting the props?

A On the --- 1 think jJust one on
the 15th.

Q.- So you left the mine on the
15th. Did you do anything when you

got outside? Was there a debriefing
or any discussion with anyone when
you got outside on the 15th?

AL No .

Q. So the next scheduled time to
go in would be?

A It was supposed to be
afternoon shift the 16th.

Q- Afternoon, starting --- what

time would that be starting?
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A . Six o"clock.

Q.- Six o"clock, okay. So you
were due to come back In at six
o"clock the following evening; right?
A Right.

Q. Can you walk me through the
16th, 1f you would?

A The 16th, we were laying 1In
bed and the phone rang. This was 1in
the morning. I don®"t recall the
time. And Mike answered the phone

and he hung up and he said we need to
go to the mine. And he said that was
Ryan wanting to know where we were
at. And I said, well, we"re on
afternoon shift. And he saird, well,
the schedule 1s messed up, so they
need us on dayshift. So they "re
sending a car over to pick us up
because we didn"t have
transportation. He said they"re
sending a car over and they"re going
to pick us up and take us out there,
when we get there to call and

somebody will come out and get us and
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bring us to the --- 1n the mine, to
the face.

Q.- Who called you? Who was i1t
who made the phone call?

A To Mike Ellwood, Ryan Murray.
Q.- So what time did you leave to

go to the mine on the 16th?

AL Around 12 o"clock.

Q- And who was you traveling
with?

AL Mike Ellwood and Mike --- he®s
from 1l1linois. I don"t remember his
name . I don"t remember what his last
name was. He"s the PR guy for AM

Coal 1n Illinois.

Q.- What time did you arrive at
the mine site?

A Probably before 1:00.

Q.- IT you don®"t care, take your
time and kind of walk me through the
time once you"re out at the mine site
at one o"clock, what your day
consisted of.

AL We went to the mine and we

were already dressed, put our hardhat
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and stuff on, went 1nto the --- where
the foreman®"s office 1s. And 1 think
Mike called Bodee or somebody on the
phone, and they sent a ride out there
and they picked us up and they
brought us 1iIn.

Q.- What was your understanding of
what your job was going to be that
day?

A That day 1 really hadn®t
gotten any word as to a certain duty
or --- 1 took 1t as, you know, 1 was
going there and anything 1 could see
to help them out, like maybe the car
change-out or just anything to help
them. When 1 got 1n there, 1 met
Brandon and Dale and 1 told them the
same thing, you know, anything they
needed me to help with ---.

Q. How many men were on that crew

altogether?

A. on?
Q. In the face area on the 16th.
A. I don®"t know. On his --- on

Brandon®"s crew?
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Q.- Yeah. How many people did you

work with that day on the section ---

up on the section, the face I mean?
A Six.

Q.- Six besides yourself?

AL Yeah.

Q.- So you went underground, 1

take 1t? Tell me from that point on
what you did that day, what happened
underground?

AL Went up there and they were
--—- 1In my opinion, they were doing
real good as far as they had their
stuff together. You know, everybody
knew what they were doing. They
brought a scoop up with a bucket load
of props 1n 1t, and I helped thenm
unload the props. And we stacked
them up 1n a crosscut and they
started mining. And 1In between the
cars they would set their props and 1
would help the guy, you know, carry
them over there and put them

underground and they would set em.

And just whatever else, helping with
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they were putting the cable up,
helping them run the cable up to
there, things like that.

Q.- Do you remember where they
were mining at, at the time of the
start of that shift, when you first
got there, where you were at? Where
was the miner?

AL As far as distance?

Q.- Yeah, what crosscut 1t was at
or 1f it was iIinby a certain crosscut

a certain distance or anything like

37

that?

A. I"m not sure.

Q.- Okay. You mentioned that you
set some props. Do you know how many

props you set that day?

AL On the 16th?

Q. On the 16th.

A I didn"t set any of them.

Q. Okay. The guys when you went

on that crew --- when you went

underground with that crew ---7?

A. I"m not sure. Quite a few
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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because from what 1 --- you know,
from watching them, 1 mean, they were
moving pretty good.

Q- So you had a set routine?

A. Yeah. I mean, 1t was --- they
were like clockwork with ---
everything was going pretty good.

Q.- It was the same as the day
before as far as the props that were
being set?

A No . We had just --- we had
went 1n there the day before, late 1In
the shift and they were just getting
--- setting props and getting ready,
you know, to mine. And we had went
down by the feeder and looked at the
cars. And I didn"t stay up there for
a long period of time watching.

Q.- On the day before I think you
saitd they"d mine up and they©"d
probably set maybe two to three on
each side. On the 15th they set two
or three props on each side.

A. No, on the day I was 1n there,

on the 16th.
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Q. On the 16th?

AL Yeah.

Q- Oh, okay.

AL The day before, when 1 went 1In

there they were jJjust setting ---
finishing setting and getting ready
to start mining again.

Q.- Okay. So I guess 1 was a
little confused. On the 15th then
you didn*"t actually observe them

setting any props on the 15th?

A No, jJust when 1 walked up.
Q. Just went up there?

AL Yeah.

Q.- Okay. What time was i1t you

said you got underground on the 16th?
AL On the 16th?

Q.- Yeah, the day of the second
accident.

AL I"d say probably i1n between
1:00 and 2:00.

Q. So 1t"s kind of 1n between

when the dayshift and the other shift

starts or ---7
A. No . We were originally on
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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called, he wanted us on dayshift.

Q.- Right.
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A So we were having to leave and

go out there pretty much 1n the
middle of their shift when we got
there.

Q.- So the crew was already

underground?

AL Yeah.
Q. You was kind of 1n mid-shift?
AL Yeah.
Q. On the 16th then, you did see

them set some props on the 16th?
A. Yes.

Q.- And 1s that when you observed

them setting the two to three on each

side?
A . Yes.
Q.- How many cycles did you

observe on the 16th of them setting

the props, running them ---7?

AL I couldn™"t say exactly.

Q. Okay.

A. Several. I mean, they were
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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--- 1 think Dale had drove a spad or
marked one of those props where they
started. And one of the 1nspectors
was measuring, and 1 think they were
in there like 50, 60 feet already, so
-—=. Several cycles 1 seen them set
the props.

Q- Did they set them in between
each car --- each shuttle car that
material would be moved? Did they

set them 1n between each shuttle car?

A Not every time.
Q- Not every time?
AL Yeah. Sometimes a car would

come back and have to wait for them.
I mean, 1t"s not like he left and he
had them sit and came back. He would
pull up and he may have to wait a few
minutes and they would get them set
and then the car would go in. And
Dale was loading from outby the ram
car.

Q. How long would 1t take to set
these props?

A Maybe --- 1 don*"t know, 15, 20
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minutes 1n between chucking them and
the props. And they have to move the
curtain up on the side or run curtain
up the screen. And they had a foam
pack, and they were trying to foam i1t
off at the top so they wasn"t losing
any ailr.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Is that 15 minutes per
prop or to put the 2 or 3 ---7
A No, to align them back up on
both sides.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Both sides?

A Yeah.

Q. You mentioned the line
curtain. Was there any problem with

low oxygen or anything?

AL Not until that happened. And
I guess 1t knocked that out or ---
but they had had a spotter hanging
right up --- probably second, third

prop back, they had a spotter hanging

there to keep track. I guess 1n
front of that 1t had --- you know,
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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inby that was low oxygen.

Q- A while ago we were trying to
decide what a bump was. You
mentioned that you --- on the 15th 1

guess you didn"t encounter on, though
on the 16th you did. Do you remember
when that was, what time 1t was or

how long 1nto the shift that was that

the bump occurred?

AL The second ---7?

Q. Well, the first one.

A Oh, maybe a couple hours after
we were 1n there. Maybe two hours

after we were 1In there.
Q.- Was there any coal dislodged

or anything at that time?

AL No .

Q. Just sound?

AL Yeah, just sound. No movement
or dripping or --- jJjust the sound of
it.

Q.- So that was the first one that

you encountered or experienced?

A. Yeah.
Q.- Jeff, 1f you don"t care, jJust
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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take your time and take me up through
the time of the second accident.
Also, any time you need a break, let

me know, we"ll take one.

A You know, they were going ---
moving along pretty good. And they
got to the --- toward the end of the

miner, and the i1nspector said, you

take another car out of there and we
need to back up, set the props. And
he saird also on a --- 1 believe they

called them J-channel, ---

Q. Uh-huh (yes).
A --- put across right here,
and ---.

MR. MORLEY:

Do you remember which
inspector this was?
AL Gary.
BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Gary Jensen?
A. Yeah.
Q. Do you know why you needed a

J-channel set?

A I don"t know 1f it"s something
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with the bolts, the way the head to

the bolts might have been kicked a
little that he wanted to --- because
they were spot bolting 1n there
evidently.

Q. I didn"t mean to interrupt you
there. I Just wanted to get that out
before you got too far along.

A. I mean, 1 don"t really know
enough about their conditions, but he
wanted a channel put across. And
they were looking --- the roof was
maybe eitght-feet high, and they got a
channel and set 1t on the boom of the
miner and they were going to raise
the boom up and get 1t up high enough
to where they could put a jack wunder
it and then blow that side up and
then do it on the other side, put the

jack under 1t and then put that

channel to the roof. They had

just ---.

Q. I know 1t"s tough. Just take
your time. Do you want to take a

little break, Jefft?
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A They just laid that channel on

there. One of the guys to my left
asked 1f 1"d help him tighten the

cable up through the screen. I said,
yeah. As soon as | turned around
there was like an explosion. I just
remember --- 1t was like an
explosion. I was thinking, stay on
your Tfeet. I knew 1f 1 went down,

that 1"d probably be covered.
The next thing I know, 1 come

to, and I'*"m now Ffull of dirt and

coal. I wanted to figure out what
had happened. I was buried from the
chest down. My hat was laying out 1in
front of me. I reached out and

picked 1t up and shined my light

around.

The dust cleared. I could
hear (b)(7)(C) , so I looked
over. Shined my light over, seen him
(b) (7)(C) - Dale was like two feet
from me. He was covered from the
neck down. That channel --- that

channel was laying up against his
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face. All 1 wanted to do was move
1t. I couldn®"™t do nothing for him.
I was trying to push the channel off
his face, telling him to hang 1in
there.

I started wondering where
everybody was at, 1f anybody was
coming. Lester --- Lester Day came
up - He said, 1"m going to go get
some help, jJjust hang 1n there. 1
started seeing a bunch of lights
coming down the entry. Spotters were
going off from low oxygen. And 1
started thinking, you know, 1
survived this, and now I"m going to
die, suffocate.

All them guys showed up. I
heard somebody holler about getting
ventilation put back. I seen one of
the guys that flew out with us laying
on his belly across me digging. |
saitd, man, I"m glad to see you.
After that, then we got outside.

Q. You need a break, Jeff?

ATTORNEY MEANS:
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Do you want to break or
do you want to just keep
going?

A 111 jJust keep going.
BY MR. WATKINS:

Q.- Jeff, what 1I*"d like to do
IS --- we got a sketch of that area.

MR. WATKINS:

I"d like to make this
Tripp Exhibit One, please.
(Tripp Exhibit One
marked for
identification.)

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. This drawing on here, Jeff, 1s
what the accident team sketched out
after --- when they went back 1n.
What you see shaded 1s some of the
debris that was dislodged or
displaced during the time of that
accident that you just described,
this being the face of the miner,
this being the top of the debris,
this being the toe of the debris. So

as you"re coming in, this would be
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where the debris would come out to.
And then you start ramping up and
this level, the top of the miner,
okay, jJust to give you a little
explanation of what you"re looking
at. Those two circles that you see
represent the rock props. These are
the props that were In at the time
that you were under there.

Prior to the accident, you
said you were setting J-channel. Do
you remember where you were at, which
side you were on and all that?
There"s a pen here. If you don*"t
care, can you label 1t for me?

A I was standing like right
here. I don"t know how far back. |
was standing like right 1n this area.
Q- Okay. Do you want to mark
that with an X?

WITNESS COMPLIES

AL And Casey was like right 1in
here.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q.- Do you remember what Casey was
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doing?
A He was getting ready to --- he
had a cable through here, and he was
getting ready to come along to slack
out of 1t and tighten 1t down with a
Crosby.
Q.- IfT you don®"t care, could you

just write Casey or a C or something

there so I remember who ---7

A. I think --- 1 think Gary was
standing here. And 1t was Dale ---.
Q.- Can you write Gary and Dale,
please?

WITNESS COMPLIES

AL I"m not a hundred percent
sure. And Brandon was on the other
side of Dale.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q.- Just the best you can

remember.

A There was another federal guy
up there, but 1 don"t know exactly
where he was. And I think Lester was

in this area, too, but I"m not sure.

I was thinking Lester was 1In the
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background. I don"t know 1f you want
me to put that on there without being
for sure.

Q.- Just the best you can
remember.

AL I think he was back here. And
there was a ---.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Where was the other
federal guy?
A I"m not sure. I*"m thinking he
was up In this vicinity, but I"m not
a hundred percent sure.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

And you"re i1ndicating

up on the left side of the

miner?
AL Yeah. I think he was toward
the left side. And there was one
more guy, and 1 don"t --- 1 think he
was with Brandon. I think Lester and

--- 1 think the other guy was helping
with the channel. After they had
laid the channel across, 1 think he

was holding a prop or setting a prop.
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I don"t know what his name was. He
was actually like right 1n here. 1
think he was setting a prop.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q- That kind of brings me to my
next question. Do you know where
they were at in that cycle of setting

these props? Had all those props

been set or ---7°
A. Yeah. These were 1iIn.
Q. These, referring to the

right-hand side?

A Yeah. They were even with the
other side.

Q.- So had all the props been set,
except for, I guess, the two that you
were setting the J-channel on, the

last two?

A. Yeah. Yeah. They were set
up ---

Q.- On both sides?

A . --- on both sides.

MR. BAXTER:

IfT you don"t mind,

could you put your name on the
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X where you were, the first X?
WITNESS COMPLIES
BY MR. WATKINS:

Q.- Do you remember how many props
were set 1n the cycle? When they
were mining, when they set props, do

you remember how many props were set?

A Before that happened?

Q.- Yeah, since the car left

and ---.

A I think the first thing they
were doing was the --- he wanted the

channel put up with a prop on each
end. They had backed the miner up
and put 1t across the boom and they
were raising the boom up and then

they were going to put the jack under

1t. I think they were starting on
this side fTirst. And that"s when it
happened.

Q. Now, I want to make sure |1
understand. The props up --- that
are shown in --- they were already 1in

the power tool ---

A . Yeah.
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prop you were setting was the one at

the tail of the miner?

AL Right. These were all set.
Q. Okay.
A And he had got done mining,

and Gary was talking about wanting a

54

channel put up with a prop under each

side of 1t. And they had backed the
miner up and they had set a prop or
piece of channel across the boom of
the miner, and they were getting
ready to raise that up. And we

called --- somebody being over here

a

--- 1 don"t know 1f they were holding

the prop up or --- to guide 1t under
the channel. And then that®"s when |
turned my back and ---.

Q- So you was actually 1n the

process of setting the fTirst two

jacks --- Ffirst two props ---
A With the channel.
Q. --- with the channel. Okay.

So I guess the next step would have

been after the channel was set, you
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you were going to set these other

props?

A . Yeah.

Q. What would have been the next
step?

A They would have set the props

after that down both sides.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Could I ask, Jeff, so
what you®"re saying is that the
--- except for the last most
inby prop, which was the one
that you were trying to set up
the J-channel with, the other
props that are shown on this
map here on the left side,
they had been set after a
previous cut?

AL Yeah .
ATTORNEY MEANS:

And this was the first
prop on each side, right and
the left, ---

A Right.
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ATTORNEY MEANS:

--- that had been set
or was 1n the process of being
set after the miner had
stopped ---

AL Yes.
ATTORNEY MEANS:

-—-—- the next time?

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q.- I guess you said seven people,
plus there was an MSHA person you
wasn"t sure about, made erght. I
guess before we kind of mentioned
that --- or talked about, 1 guess,
you got six people in the area. Do
you know why there were more people
at this time than there was previous
times?

A No . It had been like --- 1
mean, that®"s who was up there during
the day, counting the two --- or with
the two federal guys. Would have
been eight.

Q.- So you were helping set the

J-channel?
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A . No.
Q.- Casey and who was ---7
A . Dale, Brandon, I"m not sure

--—- 1 know Lester was 1n the area,
and I don"t know who that was over

there, were the ones doing the

channel. They had jJjust stopped
mining. And I had come out of the
crosscut, and that®"s when I heard

them saying that he wanted the
channel put up. I Just come up here
and stopped and they were talking
about putting the channel up. The
channel come up and they just laid 1t
across the boom. Casey asked me 1f
I*"d give him a hand, and 1 just
turned my back and ---.

Q.- How far up was the screen
advanced toward the fence, the

chaitn ---?

A I want to say the end of 1t

was probably right in here.

Q.- IfT you don®"t care, just draw a

line ---

AL I"m not a hundred percent
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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sure, but we were getting ready to

tighten a cable, so 1t had to be up

to here.

Q.- So roughly three ---

A Probably within ---.

Q. --- Crosscuts?

A. Yeah. Probably ertght or ten

feet from the last prop.
Q. That was on the left side.
What about the one on the right side?
A On the right side 1t was ---
I"m not sure. Maybe within 15 foot,
because they had the curtain on 1t.
And Casey had foam packed that.
Where that curtain was running up, he
had foam packed like around the top
to seal i1t. And 1t was pretty close
to the end of the props.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

I"m sorry. I missed
that. Did you say that the
chain link was pretty close to

the end of the props on

the ---7?
AL I don*"t know. On both sides.
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It was back probably a little further

on the right than 1t was on the left.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

And 1 think that Tim
Watkins said that --- or did
you say that the props were

all the way up here?

AL Yeah. They were even on both

sides.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Even on both sides. So

the chain link was not up to

here?
A Not up to the last prop, no.
ATTORNEY MEANS:
But 1t was up to about
the third one outby or ---7
AL The best 1 can recall, 1t was

maybe 10, 15 feet back.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

From the tail of the

miner?
A From the last prop.
ATTORNEY MEANS:
From the last prop. On
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both sides?

Yeah. I*"m thinking 1t was a

little further on the left side than

it was to the right, but I really

didn"t study none of 1t. I didn*"t

expect something to happen.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q.

What were the conditions, 1

guess the bumping, bouncing or the

norse, prior to that accident? Was

there any ---?

AL

Other than that one --- the

sound, 1 don"t know what you~"d call

1t,

that I had heard earlier,

nothing. Not a bounce, not a

dribble, nothing.

MR. WATKINS:

Let"s take jJjust a
little bit of a break here,

give us time to catch up.

SHORT BREAK TAKEN

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q.

Jeff, jJust a couple clarifying

questions to make sure we"re all on

the same page. You mentioned that
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these were the first props that were
going to be set 1n this --- after
they mined the coal 1n the buggies
and all that stuff, 1t was the first
two props that was going to be set.
AL Uh-huh (yes).

Q. You mentioned --- now, like 1
saitd, correct me 1f I"m wrong, but
you mentioned that the J-channel was
set across the tail of the miner?

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q. Okay. And that Gary wanted

the J-channel set fTfirst; right?

A Yeah.

Q.- Were the jacks --- well, you
can only pressurize | guess one ---7
A One at a time.

Q. One at a time. Were eirther

one of these jacks or both or neither

pressurized at this ---7?

AL No . That"s what I think he
was doing. Like 1 say, you know, 1
walked up. I didn"t study --- 1

think he was getting ready to set the

jack and they had put the channel
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across the boom of the miner and they

were going to blow that jack up and

then press --- and then do the other
side.
Q.- I guess they i1ntended on doing

the one on the right-hand side first.

A. Yeah.
Q. Okay. So neither one of these
jacks --- or neither one of these

props that was holding the channel
were set?

A No .

Q.- Okay. So I guess there would
be maybe a couple guys on each jack,
one to hold the jack and one to set
the channel?

AL Well, that was the first time

I had ever seen them put a channel

up - I mean, 1 didn"t really --- you
know, I"m thinking there was a guy
there with a prop. And 1 remember

them here doing a channel on the
boom, and that®"s when Casey asked me
to help him and ---.

Q.- You say they pressurized this
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off the miner, ---

AL Yeah.

Q. --- the props?

AL Uh-huh (yes).

Q. Do you know who was running

the controls to pressurize that?

AL No . I Just know they had ---
I don®"t know. It was tapped 1nto
their water on the miner and 1t had
hoses coming off of the gauge, and

they would do that, blow them up.

Q.- And you mentioned Casey

was ---.

AL Back ---.

Q- Casey would have been --- what

was he 1n the process of doing?

A He had a come-along hooked to
the cable. And where the cable had
slack in 1t, he was going to
come-along that out. And he had a
broke dog, 1 guess what you call them
on there, and that come-along was
hooked on there, and he was going to
come-along the slack out. And then

they put a Crosby down on 1t to
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tighten 1t. That"s what he was
getting ready to do. He asked me 1f
I would help him. And I just turned
and ---.

Q. So he was on the left ---

A Right.

Q. -—-- on the left si1de?

AL Yeah, on the left side.

Q- The chaitn link, was 1t up ---

was 1t normally up ahead of the
pillar where you advanced the cable

or 1s 1t behind when you advanced the

cable?
A . I"m not sure.
Q.- You"re not sure. Okay. Do

you know how far up Casey was when
you advanced the cable?

A . The cable was --- 1t was
already advanced and wrapped around.
Q. Okay.

A He was going to come-along the
slack out of 1t ---

Q. Oh, okay.

A --- and tighten up the last

part of 1t here.
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Q. Okay.
A. It was already run all the way
up through here and tight. But the

last piece they had put 1n still
needed tightened right up toward the
end. And that®"s what ---.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

And this 1s which of
the props?
A . On the left side.
ATTORNEY MEANS:

Of what, the one right
before the most 1nby one or
the one to the furthest
inby ---?

A The come-along was hooked ---
when they got me out of there, that
come-along, the chain was right over
my legs, went by me and was right
over Casey --- or we were up to the
come-along. So 1t was probably --- 1
don"t know, maybe ten feet back from
the last prop or further. Probably
further than that since they®"re on a

two-and-a-half-foot center.
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BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Do you know how far back 1t
was until the cable was tight again,
no slack you had to pull out?

AL No, not offhand.

Q. On the right side, was the
cable already tight all the way up on
the right side?

AL Yeah.

Q- It was up and tight on the
right side?

A Yeah, 1t was up to --- they
had the curtain up and every --- they
had 1t done up to the curtain because
I remember them trying to pin the
curtain back down where they had done
the cable. They had used ---
tightened the cable and they were
pinning the curtain back over.

Q- When did they do that? When

did they tighten that up? Was

it ---?
A. That was before this last ---.
Q. Before this last ---7?
A. Yeah.
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Q.- You mentioned you came in, |
guess, mid-shift, 1f you will, or
sometime between shifts. Do you know
what the 1Intent was after you got up
to speed? Were you going to relieve
somebody or you were jJjust going to be
an extra member of the crew or what

the plans were?

A. I don"t know what the plans
were. I got up there --- my going 1in
there --- 1 mean, 1 didn"t have

any ---. I wasn®"t in charge of
anybody or --- 1 went up there. I

wanted to see what they were doing,
how they were --- just to lend them a
hand. I mean, we needed somebody to
carry props, the scoop bucket up
there or just whatever.

Q. I know we --- Jeff, we talked
about where people were prior to the
accident or the bump, the bounce,
whatever you want to call 1t.

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q.- Do you remember where people

were located after the bump or the
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bounce?

A. Some of them, yeah.

Q. Some of them. Okay . And 1
know 1t"s going back 1n time and
bringing back unpleasant memories,
but all this 1nformation 1is
definitely useful.

A . I understand.

Q- I hate to put you through 1t,

but unfortunately there®"s no other

way . So 1f you don*"t care, maybe we
could go through that. We may have
to --- let"s write them i1n and then

we can highlight them i1n color as to
where --- so 1f you can remember
where anybody was at after the --- do
you remember where you were at, |1
guess would be a good one to start
with?

AL What doesn"t make sense to me
is you have the props ending here.
For some reason 1 recall after that
was over and right before they were
pulling me out of there, the last

thing is I could have swore 1
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remember seeing that --- the monitor
on the miner pop up as they were
digging. I don"t know 1f that miner
moved, you know what 1 mean, moved
that far, because 1t seemed --- 1t
just seemed awful close. Anyway,
here"s --- so I don"t know how to put
these according to the miner.

Q.- I guess, you know, to maybe
help you a little bit, 1f these props
were in prior and they were setting
this one, the miner should be fairly
close to where the next prop would
go, 1f they were going to set that
one with a J-channel, wouldn®t 1t?

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q. I know In an event like that,
everything moves around a little bit
in the mine.

ATTORNEY MEANS:

Jeff, your diagram that
they“"ve drawn there 1s where
they found the equipment and
the scene as 1t was after the

accident. So the miner may
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have been 1n a different place
before the accident. And to
that extent, your indications
of where people were 1iIn
relation to that drawing and
the miner may be off 1f the
miner perhaps moved during the
accident.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q.- How about 1f we jJust go 1In
relation to where they were prior to
the accident. And 1f we have thenm

here prior to, do you know where they

went to after ---7?

AL I don"t know which one of
these props, but 1 ended up ---.

Q.- Yeah, you can go ahead and put

-—-- draw me an X where ---.

A Right below 1t or ---7

Q- Anywhere you want to. You can
put an X where they®"re at and draw a

line on down. Hang on just a minute

here.

MR. WATKINS:

We"ll make this Exhibit
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Two, and we®"ll start off

fresh.
(Tripp Exhibit Two
marked for
identification.)
A I Just remember seeing that

far.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Okay.
AL I was facing this way. Dale
was facing that way. Casey was

facing this way.
Q.- I guess you were Tacing

towards the south and Dale was

facing ---

A. The opposite way.

Q. --- north.

AL Casey was south. The federal
man was north. And 1 couldn™"t see

these guys down here.

Q.- Is that Gary or the ones you
didn"t know?

A I really couldn™t tell. When
Lester came walking up, he came from

this direction back here to me.
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Q.- He came from that outby

direction?

A Yeah.

Q.- You mentioned that someone had
come up and was digging, and you said

you was glad to see him.

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q. Do you remember who that was?
AL Dave Blake.

Q.- Dave Blake.

A After Lester had come up and

saitd he was going to get help and he
had left, then 1 seen a bunch of
lights coming, and the next person |1

seen 1In there digging was Dave.

Q.- Was Dave digging on you oOor was
he digging on ---7

AL He was 1n the end of the ---
he Just come right into the end. We
were all, 1 think, starting like
toward the end. I remember getting

tugged on, trying to pull me out,
then I don"t remember anything until
the ambulance.

Q. I know you sustained some
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AL Yeah.

Q. You"re back to work?

A Yeah. (b)(7)(C)

but I"m doing ---. I can"t complain.
Q.- I know you mentioned that you

were buried up to the chest area. I

mean, were you standing, was you ---7

A Yeah. Well, yeah. I ended up

stopped with one leg straddling this
side of the prop, one leg on the
other side of the prop and then it
kind of folded up behind me, like
leaning back from the --- barrier

covered me.
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Q.- Did you lose consciousness or
anything during this event?

AL From the idnitial outburst or
whatever you call 1t, I remember
telling myself to stand on my feet.
And I don®"t remember anything. The
next thing I know it was spitting a
bunch of dirt and stuff out and
hooking my light up,(b) (7)(C)

Q. Going back to the first
exhibit, where people were at prior
to the accident, 1 know you mentioned
there was a federal guy that you
thought was on the left side of the
miner, in the boom area. Was he the
furthest one 1nby that you remember
or was there anybody else that was
further 1nby than he was?

AL I really don"t remember. The
only ones 1 know that I"m positive 1s
Gary, Dale, Brandon, me and Casey. |
don"t know 1f Lester had went outby.
Because after that happened, he came
from, you know, the outby direction.

I"m thinking there was another
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federal guy in this area, but 1"m not
a hundred percent sure.
Q.- But you don"t remember anyone

further 1nby than what he would have

been?
A . No .
Q.- When you observed these props

being set, you know, where these guys
set them, how many people would it
normally be to actually physically
set the prop? Would 1t be one or two
or ---72 How many people would be
present?

A They had one working the
pressure on i1t, usually one digging
the bottom out to put 1t on the solid
and a guy holding 1t. Usually three.
l*"d say three.

Q.- Okay. Once 1t"s dug out, 1
guess, and the hoses are connected,
would there just be one guy sitting
there holding 1t in place or would
there be two guys holding i1t?

A No, one. They would start it

and everybody would move out, and
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that guy would pressurize 1t up to
the roof.

Q- Getting back to the one where
the J-channel was being set, was the
hoses hooked to the jack? I think
you mentioned the one on the right
side was going to be set fTirst. Was

the hoses already connected?

A. I don"t think so.
Q. You don"t think so. Okay.
A Because they had come back ---

Il don"t know 1f i1t was Brandon and

Dale or --- just got that channel
laid on there, and 1 remember hearing
the pump kick on the miner for --- to

raitse the boom up, and that"s when 1
turned and ---.

Q. Do you know 1f they had
already dug out or had a prop setting
on the right side to be used or what?
A Well, 1 thought there was a
guy there doing that, digging In a
prop there, you know, getting ready
to set one up.

Q- But you don®"t know who that
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person ---7
AL No .
Q- Okay. Was 1t normal for one

person to be there or would 1t

normally be two to set that prop?

A To set a prop?

Q. Yeah.

AL From what I seen, 1t was
usually two. They were so heavy, a

guy was usually holding 1t up and
then one would dig the bottom out and
they would drop 1t 1In there, put the
hoses on and ---.

Q.- So you think that a guy over

here was just digging 1t out?

A Digging. I don®"t know. |
didn"t --- you know, 1 really didn~"t
pay attention to ---. Had 1 known
this was going to happen, 1 would

have studied, but ---.

Q.- Nobody does.

A Two, three guys. Those things
welgh a ton.

Q.- But the best you can remember,

there was only one person?
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A . I think so, yeah.

Q.- I guess one of the gentleman
that was i1njured that you don"t have
marked here 1s Randy Bouldin. Do you
remember him?
A Uh-uh (no).

MR. BAXTER:

Is that a no?

MR. BAXTER:

Just so we all
understand.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. You don"t remember the person?
A. No.
Q. Mitch Horton, do you remember

that name?

AL No .

Q. I know you®"ve jJjust been here
for a day, so 1t"s kind of hard to
remember people®s names.

AL I remember Brandon, Dale,

Lester, Casey, Gary and the other

inspector. He was a taller guy.
Q.- Frank Markosek, maybe. Going
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back to the location of where you
guys were at after the bump occurred,
these were all lined up on the left
side. Do you remember --- do you
have any feeling for how long i1t took
to get you uncovered and get you out

of there?

AL It felt like forever, but ---
Q. I"m sure 1t did.
A --- 1 mean, 1 don"t think it
was real long.
Q.- It"s hard to guess as to time,
I understand, when that happens. Do
you remember who was left to be
gotten out when they got you out?
AL I think I was the first one.
Q. The first one out?
A I remember being tugged out of
there, and that was 1t. I remember
telling them, you know, watch my
back, said my back 1s hurting.
Q.- Do you remember who got you
out?
A And 1 don"t remember anything
after.
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MR. WATKINS:

Jeff, 1 do appreciate
your patience and cooperation.
I know 1t"s been difficult for
you to do. You®"ve provided
some valuable 1information to
us.

On behalf of MSHA 1
want to thank you for
appearing and answering
questions today. Your
cooperation 1Is very iImportant
to the 1nvestigation as we
work to determine the cause of
the accident.

We ask that you not
discuss your testimony with
any person who may have
already been interviewed or
may be 1nterviewed In the
future. This will ensure that
we obtain everyone-®s
independent recollection of
events surrounding the

accident.
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After questioning other
witnesses, we may call you if
we have any fTollow-up
questions that we feel we need
to ask. If at any time you
have additional 1information
regarding the accident that
you would like to provide to
us, please contact Richard
Gates.

Yeah, 1 got your card.

MR. WATKINS:

The Mine Act provides
certain protection for miners
who provide information to
MSHA and, as a result, are
treated adversely. IT at any
time you believe that you have
been treated unfairly because
of your cooperation in this
investigation, you should
immediately notify MSHA.

IT you wish, you may
now go back over any answer

that you have given 1n the
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interview or make any

statement that you*d like to

make at this time.
A The only thing I left out 1s
on the 15th, that Bodee, we did do
the --- 1 don"t know what you call
it, the training for their
escapeways, what they were marked
with, how they used their
check-1n check-out board, all that
stuff. We did do that on the 15th,
before we went 1In there. And other
than that, 1 just went out there to
help them guys.

MR. WATKINS:

I"m sure their families
--- they appreciate 1t. We
appreciate you coming in and
taking the time to meet with
us. Again, 1 want to thank
you for coming 1n.

kS kS kS kS kS kS kS kS

STATEMENT CONCLUDED AT 5:26 P.M.
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