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MSHA announces results of March impact inspections

ARLINGTON, Va. - The U.S. Department of Labor’s Mine Safety and Health Administration today
announced that federal inspectors issued 134 citations, orders and safeguards during special impact inspections
conducted at eight coal mines and eight metal/nonmetal mines last month. The coal mines were issued 55
citations, four orders and one safeguard; the metal/nonmetal operations were issued 69 citations and five orders.

These inspections, which began in force last April following the explosion at the Upper Big Branch Mine,
involve mines that merit increased agency attention and enforcement due to their poor compliance history or
particular compliance concerns, including high numbers of violations or closure orders; indications of operator
tactics, such as advance notification of inspections that prevent inspectors from observing violations; frequent
hazard complaints or hotline calls; plan compliance issues; inadequate workplace examinations; a high number
of accidents, injuries or illnesses; fatalities; and adverse conditions such as increased methane liberation, faulty
roof conditions and inadequate ventilation.

“Although we believe these impact inspections are making a positive difference for miners, some operators
apparently aren’t getting the message that it is ultimately their responsibility to find and fix problems at their
mines,” said Joseph A. Main, assistant secretary of labor for mine safety and health. “When operators take that
responsibility seriously, miners are safer and healthier.”

On March 11, an inspection party arrived during the evening shift at S and H Mining Inc. in Campbell County,
Tenn. After production started, the inspectors captured and monitored the phones to prevent advance
notification of their arrival. They discovered conditions and practices that posed electrocution hazards to
miners. There was no certification indicating that a pre-shift examination had been conducted at the No. 2
conveyor belt head drive power center. Also, a high-voltage cable supplying power to a conveyor belt head
drive was not guarded, and there were footprints on the high voltage cable indicating miners had been exposed
to the hazard. The inspectors also found a damaged trailing cable on a roof bolting machine located on the
section, which would result in an electric shock to a miner who came in contact with the cable.

The CO monitoring system along the conveyor belt was not properly installed, and there was a defective CO
sensor along the belt flight. The belt conveyor entry also had accumulations of combustible materials up to 7
inches in depth along the belt and 12 inches at the head drive. Although the accumulations were wet, under
continued mining operations, this condition could pose fire, smoke inhalation or explosion hazards.

In addition to the electrical, fire and explosion hazards, inspectors observed inadequate roof support conditions
and discovered areas where the continuous mining machine had exceeded the roof control plan by clipping the
corners of coal pillars, creating excessive widths in intersections and compromising coal pillar stability. These
conditions could result in roof falls leading to serious injuries or death to miners in the area.
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On March 4, an inspection party arrived during the evening shift after production had begun at ICG Knott
County LLC’s Classic Mine in Knott County, Ky. Inspectors captured and monitored the phones to prevent
advance notice of their arrival. Classic Mine was issued four unwarrantable failure orders for accumulations of
float coal dust, coal dust and loose coal along four conveyor belts in the mine. The accumulations measured up
to a distance of 2,000 feet along one belt conveyor and in depths up to 14 inches. These accumulations were
noted in the operator’s examination books on the four shifts prior to this enforcement action, but there had been
no apparent efforts by the operator to remove the combustible materials. If left uncorrected, the condition could
have led to a mine fire. The operator had been cited 51 times in the last two years for violations of Code of
Federal Regulations §75.400.

Since April 2010, MSHA has conducted 244 impact inspections. These inspections have resulted in 4,392
citations, 405 orders and 14 safeguards.

Editor’s note: A spreadsheet containing the results of impact inspections in March accompanies this news release.
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MSHA Monthly Impact Inspection List

(March 2011)
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District State | Mine ID Controller Name Operator Name Mine Name Cit |Orders|(Coalonly)| Total ||S&S| S&S | Total Rate 2121212121212 1212 |2 |Total| ||l ||| n]o
District 02 PA |3609326|GenPower Holdings LP; James L Laurita Jr [Dana Mining Company of Pennsylvania LLC |4 West Mine 1 0 0 1 0 1 1{ 0.00% 1] O] Of 0] Ol of 0] Of O O 1 1
District 03 OH | 3304595|Coalfield Transport Inc Yellow Bush Mining, LLC Yellowbush Mine 11 0 0 11 5 6 11| 45.45%]|| 11| 0] O] O] Oof Oof 0] O] O] O 11 1 1 1
District 04 WV [4609221|Massey Energy Company Mammoth Coal Co. Slabcamp 3 0 0 3 1 2 3| 33.33% 3] o/l 0] 0] 0] of of Oof O] O 3 1
District 04 WV |4609299|Massey Energy Company Aracoma Coal Company Cedar Grove #1 Mine 3 0 0 3 2 1 3| 66.67% 3] 0] of of o] o] o] of of O 3 1
District 05 VA |[4406718|Sunoco, Inc. Dominion Coal Corporation Mine No. 26 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 0Of Ol of of of O] O] O] O] O 0 1 1(1
District 06 KY |1518280|Jeffery A Hoops Revelation Energy LLC S-1 Hunts Br. 9 0 0 9 5 4 9| 55.56% 9] of o] o] o] of of of O] O 9 1 1 1
District 06 KY |1518522]International Coal Group Inc (ICG) ICG Knott County LLC Classic Mine 14 4 0 18 7 11 18 38.89%|( 14| O] Of O] 4] Of 0] Of O] O 18 1 1 1
District 07 TN |4003143[James C Justice Il S & H Mining, Inc. S and H Mining, Inc. 14 0 1 15 5 9 14| 35.71%(| 14| 0| Oof O] O] 1/ O] 0] O] O 15 1(1(1 1(1
8 National Totals 55 4 1 60 25 34 59| 42.37%|| 55| 0] 0] O] 4| 1f of 0] 0] O 60 [3]2]4]1[2f0]|5]3
March 2011 Metal/Nonmetal
Mine Information Type of Issuance S&S Information Issuances - Type of Action Justifications
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District State | Mine ID Controller Name Operator Name Mine Name Cit |Orders| (Coalonly)| Total ||S&S| S&S | Total Rate S1S12182131212]|8[S|Total] |[a|ai|ls|<]|wlo|n]w
RM UT [4201247|Stacey Bolinder Bolinder Resources LLC Crushing & Sampling Unit 18 5 0 23 14 9 23| 60.87%|| 17| 0| 1] 5| 0| Of Oof 0] 0] O 23 1
SE FL |0800335|Vulcan Materials Company Florida Rock Industries Inc Miami Quarry 7 0 0 7 2 5 7] 28.57% 7] of 0] 0] 0] of of Oof 0] © 7 1
SC LA |1600802|M D Bryant Jr Southern Filter Media, LLC Baywood Plant 7 0 0 7 2 5 7| 28.57% 7] 0] 0| of of o] 0] O] O] O 7 1
SC LA [1600033|CRH PLC Big River Industries Gravelite Division 5 0 0 5 1 4 5] 20.00% 5[ 0f 0] 0] 0] of of Of 0] © 5 1
NC Ml [2001297|James O Reid Tuscola Minerals Co. Tuscola Minerals Co. 10 0 0 10 2 8 10( 20.00%(| 10| O] Of O] O] Oof o] 0] Of O 10 1(1
NE OH |3304358|Doug Evans Evans Gravel Inc Evans Gravel Inc 6 0 0 6 1 5 6| 16.67% 5[ 0f 1] 0] 0] of Oof Oof 0] © 6 1({1(1]1
WE NV |2600015|Eagle Materials Inc Nevada Cement Company Nevada Cement Co Cement Plant 15 0 0 15 6 9 15[ 40.00%(| 15| 0| Of O] 0] Oof o] 0] Of O 15 1 1
WE ID |1000082[U S Silver Corporation U. S. Silver - Idaho, Inc. Galena 1 0 0 1 0 1 1| 0.00% 1| 0ol 0] of o[ 0] of of O] O 1 1(1
8 National Totals 69 5 0 74 28 46 74| 37.84%|| 67| 0] 2| 5| 0] of of 0] 0] O 74/ |0)J0JO0|1[3f[2]|6]2
[Total 16 National Totals 124 9 1 134 53 80 133] 39.85%] 122 0 2 5 4 1 0 0 O O 134/[ 3 2 4 2 5 2 11 5|
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