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MSHA announces results of May impact inspections  
 
ARLINGTON, Va. – The U.S. Department of Labor’s Mine Safety and Health Administration today 
announced that federal inspectors issued 428 citations, orders and safeguards during special impact inspections 
conducted at 15 coal mines and four metal/nonmetal mines last month.  The coal mines were issued 339 
citations, 12 orders and two safeguards, while the metal/nonmetal operations were issued 62 citations and 13 
orders. 
 
These inspections, which began in force during April 2010 following the explosion at the Upper Big Branch 
Mine, involve mines that merit increased agency attention and enforcement due to their poor compliance history 
or particular compliance concerns, including high numbers of violations or closure orders; indications of 
operator tactics, such as advance notification of inspections that prevent inspectors from observing violations; 
frequent hazard complaints or hotline calls; plan compliance issues; inadequate workplace examinations; a high 
number of accidents, injuries or illnesses; fatalities; and adverse conditions such as increased methane 
liberation, faulty roof conditions and inadequate ventilation. 
 
“These impact inspections continue to spotlight serious health and safety conditions that exist at a number of 
mining operations around the country,” said Joseph A. Main, assistant secretary of labor for mine safety and 
health.  “MSHA inspectors will not hesitate to use all of the enforcement tools at their disposal to bring these 
mines into compliance.” 
  
As one example from last month’s impact inspections, on May 6, an inspection team arrived during the evening 
shift at Perry County Coal Corp.’s E4-2 Mine in Perry County, Ky.  At the time of the inspection, the mine was 
on a 10-day spot inspection for methane liberation.  Inspectors seized and monitored two phones on the surface 
to prevent advance notification of their arrival.  They visited all four mechanized mining units and inspected 
conveyor belts in the outby areas of the mine. 
 
Altogether, they issued 45 citations and three orders at this mine.  Orders were issued for failing to abate a 
previous violation for combustible material along a conveyor belt, and to properly conduct the required dust 
parameter checks and on-shift examination.  The operator was issued citations for ventilation-related violations, 
accumulations of combustible material along conveyor belts and on electrical equipment, and failure to 
maintain lifelines in the escapeways miners would use during a mine emergency.  These conditions can lead to 
injury or death from a mine fire or explosion.  The operator also was cited for failing to maintain dust collection 
systems designed to protect miners from black lung disease.  
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U.S. Department of Labor news materials are accessible at http://www.dol.gov.  The information above is available in large print, 
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As a second example from last month, a team conducted an inspection May 16-23 at the Sherwin Alumina Co. 
LLC, Sherwin Alumina LP facility – a large alumina mine employing approximately 550 miners – located in 
San Patricio County, Texas.  MSHA issued 35 citations and six unwarrantable failure orders. 
 
Among the conditions inspectors found were areas where miners could fall from heights because of a lack of 
railings, covers or other protection; malfunctioning switches on electric equipment and circuits; equipment with 
safety defects; unguarded conveyor belts; and miners failing to wear life jackets or belts where there was a 
danger of falling into water.  These are conditions commonly associated with injury or death in the mining 
industry. 
 
That impact inspection was the second conducted at the Sherwin Alumina mine.  The first was in May 2010.     
 
Since April 2010, MSHA has conducted 278 impact inspections, which have resulted in 5,011 citations, 467 
orders and 16 safeguards. 
 
Editor’s note: A spreadsheet containing the results of impact inspections in May 2011 accompanies this news 
release. 
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MSHA Monthly Impact Inspection List
(May 2011)

May 2011 Coal
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District 02 PA 3607230 CONSOL Energy Inc Consol Pennsylvania Coal Company LLC Bailey Mine 3 0 0 3 0 3 3 0.00% 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 1 1
District 03 WV 4601433 CONSOL Energy Inc Consolidation Coal Company Loveridge #22 23 0 0 23 14 9 23 60.87% 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 23 1 1 1
District 04 WV 4608801 Massey Energy Company Aracoma Coal Company Inc. Aracoma Alma Mine #1 13 2 0 15 9 5 14 64.29% 13 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 15 1
District 04 WV 4608758 Rhino Resource Partners LP Rhino Eastern LLC Eagle #1 26 0 0 26 12 14 26 46.15% 25 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 26 1
District 04 WV 4608570 Richard H  Abraham et al Rio Group, Inc. Coalburg No 2 Mine 47 0 1 48 30 17 47 63.83% 47 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 48 1
District 05 VA 4406499 Sunoco, Inc. Dominion Coal Corporation Dominion No 7 8 0 0 8 2 6 8 25.00% 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 1 1
District 05 VA 4406759 Sunoco, Inc. Dominion Coal Corporation Mine No. 36 15 0 0 15 8 7 15 53.33% 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 1 1 1
District 06 KY 1519357 John (Michael)  Fannin; Dennis  Daniels Superior Mining LLC No. 1 38 0 0 38 14 24 38 36.84% 38 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 38 1 1 1
District 07 KY 1518662 Robert Zik Perry County Coal E3-1 19 0 0 19 10 9 19 52.63% 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 1 1 1
District 07 KY 1519015 Clark Taylor Perry County Coal E4-2 45 3 0 48 24 23 47 51.06% 45 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 48 1 1 1
District 07 KY 1518565 Bill Stark Perry County Coal E4-1 27 1 0 28 10 18 28 35.71% 26 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 1 1 1
District 07 KY 1518771 Ben Bennett Manalapan Mining Company, Inc. RB #12 14 0 0 14 10 4 14 71.43% 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 1 1 1 1
District 07 KY 1518516 Jon Eric Nix Middle Fork Mining Inc. KY No. 2 20 0 1 21 10 10 20 50.00% 20 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 21 1 1
District 08 IL 1103054 Peabody Energy BIG RIDGE INC WILLOW LAKE PORTAL 22 5 0 27 6 21 27 22.22% 22 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 27 1
District 09 UT 4202074 America West Resources, Inc. Hidden Splendor Resources Inc Horizon Mine 19 1 0 20 6 14 20 30.00% 19 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 20 1 1 1 1

15 National Totals 339 12 2 353 165 184 349 47.28% 337 2 2 3 7 2 0 0 0 0 353 1 3 6 3 3 1 14 6

May 2011 Metal/Nonmetal
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SC TX 4100906 Sherwin Alumina LLC Sherwin Alumina Company, LLC Sherwin Alumina, L.P. 35 6 0 41 17 24 41 41.46% 35 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 41 1 1 1 1 1
WE CA 0405545 Noble Debs Plant Kino Aggregates Incorporated Dantoni Rd 7 5 0 12 5 7 12 41.67% 7 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 12 1 1 1
WE NV 2601621 Yukon-Nevada Gold Corp Queenstake Resources U.S.A., Inc. Jerritt Canyon Mill 11 2 0 13 7 6 13 53.85% 11 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 13 1 1
NC IA 1302297 Lloyd B Pattison Pattison Sand Company LLC Pattison Sand Company LLC 9 0 0 9 4 5 9 44.44% 8 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 1 1

4 National Totals 62 13 0 75 33 42 75 44.00% 61 0 1 1 11 0 0 1 0 0 75 3 1 0 2 1 0 4 1

Total 19 National Totals 401 25 2 428 198 226 424 46.70% 398 2 3 4 18 2 0 1 0 0 428 4 4 6 5 4 1 18 7
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