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MSHA announces results of June impact inspections  
 
ARLINGTON, Va. – The U.S. Department of Labor’s Mine Safety and Health Administration today 
announced that federal inspectors issued 194 citations, orders and safeguards during special impact inspections 
conducted at 12 coal mines and two metal/nonmetal mines last month.  The coal mines were issued 154 
citations, 12 orders and three safeguards, while the metal/nonmetal operations were issued 21 citations and four 
orders. 
 
These inspections, which began in force in April 2010 following the explosion at Upper Big Branch Mine, 
involve mines that merit increased agency attention and enforcement due to their poor compliance history or 
particular compliance concerns, including high numbers of violations or closure orders; indications of operator 
tactics, such as advance notification of inspections that prevent inspectors from observing violations; frequent 
hazard complaints or hotline calls; plan compliance issues; inadequate workplace examinations; a high number 
of accidents, injuries or illnesses; fatalities; and adverse conditions such as increased methane liberation, faulty 
roof conditions and inadequate ventilation. 
 
“The impact inspection program has been an invaluable tool for identifying and addressing mines with serious 
compliance issues,” said Joseph A. Main, assistant secretary of labor for mine safety and health.  “While we are 
still finding mines with chronic problems, we are cautiously optimistic that the majority of operators are getting 
the message.” 
 
As an example from last month’s impact inspections, MSHA conducted an impact inspection June 13–16 at 
Lehigh Southwest Cement Co.’s Lehigh Permanente Cement Co.  This is a large cement facility located in 
Santa Clara County, Calif., employing approximately 106 miners. MSHA issued 21 citations and four 
unwarrantable failure orders during the inspection. 
 
Inspectors noted a number of hazardous conditions, including tripping hazards in workplaces, passageways, 
storerooms and service rooms; safety defects not repaired in a timely manner, including not securing inspection 
doors on a kiln and sharp metal roofing hanging down in a travelway; miners working at elevation without 
proper scaffolding or working platforms; warning signs not readily visible to prohibit smoking and open flames 
where a fire or explosion hazard exist, and not securing guards while operating machinery.  These are 
conditions commonly associated with injury or death in the mining industry.  This is the third impact inspection 
at this mine.  Previous inspections were conducted in January and April 2011.    
 
As a second example from last month, an inspection party arrived during the evening shift on June 3 at S&H 
Mining Inc.’s S and H Mining Inc. mine in Anderson County, Tenn.  Inspectors immediately captured the mine 
phones on the surface to prevent advance notification.  They issued 32 citations and orders, nearly half of them 
designated as significant and substantial.  This is the second impact inspection conducted at this mine; the first 
was conducted in March 2011.  
 

-- more --



 

U.S. Department of Labor news materials are accessible at http://www.dol.gov.  The information above is available in large print, 
Braille, audio tape or disc from the COAST office upon request by calling 202-693-7828 or TTY 202-693-7755.   
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MSHA issued five 104(d)(1) closure orders and one 104(d)(1) citation for unwarrantable failure of the operator 
to conduct and record on-shift inspections of its belt lines.  Timely on-shift examinations are necessary for the 
protection of miners from hazards and conditions that may develop during the shift and cause a mine fire. 
 
One 104(d)(1) citation was issued for unwarrantable failure of the mine operator to install a male disconnecting 
device for a battery charger.  One 104(d)(1) order was issued for unwarrantable failure of the mine operator to 
maintain the continuous mining machine in permissible condition.  A 104(b) closure order was issued for failure 
to abate a previously cited violation for not being able to calibrate the methane monitor on the continuous 
mining machine.  These conditions, if left unchecked and in concert with other conditions, could potentially 
cause a mine fire, explosion or electrocution of miners.   
 
Inspectors issued other citations for inadequate roof support, electrical violations and accumulation of 
combustible materials. Additional violations included failing to record that a search was conducted for smoking 
articles, a nonpermissible roof-bolting machine, an inadequate fire suppression system on a surface belt drive, 
and an inoperative methane monitor on the continuous mining machine. 
 
Since April 2010, MSHA has conducted 292 impact inspections, which have resulted in 5,186 citations, 483 
orders and 19 safeguards. 
 
Editor’s note: A spreadsheet containing the results of impact inspections in June 2011 accompanies this news 
release. 
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MSHA Monthly Impact Inspection List
(June 2011)

June 2011 Coal
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District 02 PA 3608138 J Clifford  Forrest III Rosebud Mining Company Dutch Run Coal Preparation Plant 3 0 0 3 3 0 3 100.00% 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 1
District 03 MD 1800748 Freddie A  Taylor ARJ Construction Company Inc Taylor # 1 15 3 0 18 6 12 18 33.33% 14 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 1 1
District 04 WV 4604236 Walter Energy Incorporated Maple Coal Co Maple Eagle No 1 Mine 6 0 1 7 1 5 6 16.67% 6 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 7 1
District 04 WV 4605437 Patriot Coal Corporation Speed Mining, LLC American Eagle Mine 10 1 0 11 6 5 11 54.55% 10 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 11 1
District 04 WV 4607273 Massey Energy Company Independence Coal Company Inc. Justice #1 5 1 0 6 6 0 6 100.00% 5 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 1
District 05 VA 4403317 Cecil  Nichols Apple Jacks Coal Company, Inc. Apple Jacks No. 7 16 0 0 16 7 9 16 43.75% 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 1 1 1
District 06 KY 1519153 Greg  Damron; Henry  Chaney Cheyenne Mining Co Inc #11 22 0 0 22 6 16 22 27.27% 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 1 1 1 1
District 07 TN 4003143 James C. Justice II S & H Mining, Inc. S and H Mining, Inc. 24 7 1 32 14 16 30 46.67% 22 1 2 6 0 1 0 0 0 0 32 1 1 1 1
District 07 KY 1518340 Mark Clemens North Fork Coal Corporation Mine No 4 6 0 0 6 2 4 6 33.33% 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 1 1 1 1
District 07 KY 1518182 G. Harrison Hill D&C Mining Corporation D&C Mining Corporation 17 0 0 17 3 14 17 17.65% 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 17 1 1 1
District 08 IL 1102408 Peabody Energy Peabody Midwest Mining, LLC Gateway Mine 16 0 1 17 4 12 16 25.00% 16 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 17 1
District 09 UT 4202233 WEST RIDGE RESOURCES INC West Ridge Resources Inc West Ridge 14 0 0 14 3 11 14 21.43% 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 1

12 National Totals 154 12 3 169 61 104 165 36.97% 151 1 3 9 2 3 0 0 0 0 169 5 0 2 3 2 0 12 3

June 2011 Metal/Nonmetal
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WE CA 0404075 Heidelberg Cement AG Lehigh Southwest Cement Co. Lehigh Permanente Cement Co. 21 4 0 25 8 17 25 32.00% 21 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 25 1
NE ME 1700697 Dennis Durgin Durgin Sand & Gravel Inc Durgin Sand & Gravel Inc 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

2 National Totals 21 4 0 25 8 17 25 32.00% 21 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 25 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0

Total 14 National Totals 175 16 3 194 69 121 190 36.32% 172 1 3 9 6 3 0 0 0 0 194 5 0 2 4 2 0 14 3
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