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P.O. Box 69 Naoma, WV 25140

April 27,2010

vi-.

Mine Safety and Health Administration
100 Bluestone Road

Mount Hope, WV 25880

M. I
WVOMHS&T
142 Indusirial Drive
QOak Hill, WV 25501

Re:  Performance Coal Company
Upper Big Branch Mine
MSHA ID: 46-08436
State ID: U-3042-92
Borehole Plan

Dear Sis,

Performance Coal Company js requesting permission to drill an additional monitoring hole,
GH-1, into the Upper Big Branch Mine. This hole will be drilled into the longwall gob to
ronitor the atmosphere. The hole location is shown on the included map. The finished diameter
of the hole is expected to be 8 inches. A % steel sampling pipe will be installed from the
curface down to the bottom of the hole. The bottom 5” of the sampling pipe will be perforated so
ihat a sample may be drawn from the mine atmosphere.

The exact location of the hole may vary slightly as conditions‘ dictate. The hole will be drilied as
deep as possible within the gob area, in an attempt (o drill to the Eagle Horizon.

GH-1

e Oniy those necessary to operate the drill rig will be allowed in the drilling area.
o The Snal 100° of the hole will be drilled using wet drilling procedures.
e A person qualified in gas tosting ghall continuously monitor Methane, Oxygen, and

Carbon Mopoxide at the drill operator’s location.

Should you have any questions or concerns feel free to contact me at your convenience at
(304) 854-1761.

Respectfully Submitted
Performance Coal Company

et Enginoer
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JW performance Cos

P.O. Box 69 Naoma, WV 25140

May 5, 2010

v, I

Mine Safety and Health Administration
100 Bluestone Road
Mount Hope, WV 25880

W
142 Industrial Drive
Oak Hill, WV 25901

Re:  Performance Coal Company
Upper Big Branch Mine
MSHA ID: 46-08436
State 1D: U-3042-92
Ventilation of 8 North Area

Dear Sir,

Performance Coal Company is requesting permission to install exhausting fans on boreholes 2A,
2B and 15B. The installation of exhausting ventilation fans on the surface will allow for
Performance Coal to ventilate the 8 North Area, prior to re-entry into the Upper Big Branch
Mine. Fans to be started simultaneously. Air quantity will immediately be measured and MSHA,
OMHS&T and Miner’s Representative will be notified immediately.

The exhausting air will be monitored from the 8 North Area to develop a trend line of the
atmosphere of the 8 North Area.

Nitrogen injection will cease during ventilation of the 8 North Areas. Should sampling results
indicate that the 8 North Area require additional nitrogen injection; Performance Coal Company
may re-implement nitrogen injection into the area through borehole 2A, 2B and 15B with MSHA
, OMHS&T and Miner’s Representative will be notified immediately.

If you should have any questions or concerns feel free to contact me at (304) 854-3508.

Respectfully Submitted
Performance Coal Compan

Cc: Miners Representative by fax and mail
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Performance Coal Company

P.O. Box 69 Naoma, WV 25140
Phone: 304.854.3401 Fax 304.854.3412

June 21, 2010

Mr

Mine Safety and Health Administration
100 Bluestone Road
Mount Hope, WV 25880

v [

WVOMHS&T
142 Industrial Drive
Oak Hill, WV 25901

Re:  Performance Coal Company
Upper Big Branch Mine
MSHA ID: 46-08436
State ID: U-3042-92
Re-Entry Plan Upper Big Branch Mine ~ Addendum V

Dear Sir,

Performance Coal Company is requesting permission to allow for removal of SCSR units from
the most outby existing storage caches in the Upper Big Branch Mine. This storage unit is
located at break 60 of North Mains. All units removed will be from locations outby the Ellis
Switch. Removal of these units is necessary to allow the company to implement Addendum IV
of the Upper Big Branch Mine Re-Entry Plan. Mine rescue members will log the number and
tocation of each unit that is removed from the storage location.

If you have any questions or concerns feel free to contact me at (304) 854-3401.

Respectfully Submitted,

On Behalf of Performance Coal Company

Cec:  Miners Representative




Performance Coal Company

P.O. Box 69 Naoma, WV 25140
Phone: 304.854.3401 Fax 304.854.3412

June 18, 2010

Mr

Mine Safety and Health Administration
100 Bluestone Road
Mounit Hope, WV 25880

Mr.

WVOMHS&T

142 Industrial Drive y0
Oak Hill, WV 25901 W

Re: Performance Coat Company @ b W
Upper Big Branch Mine 0 K
MSHA ID: 46-08436
State ID: U-3042-92
Upper Big Branch Re-Entry Plan — Addendum IV Revised Copy

Dear Sir,

Performance Coal Company is requesting a modification to the carrently approved Upper Big Branch Re-Entry
Plan. This modification will affect explorations in Zones § — 10. Explorations have been conducted in Zones 1-7
with conditions that have permitted bare-faced explorations. The headgate and tailgate entries, including the
longwall face, have also been evaluated up to 1,000 feet inby the longwall face during the Rapid Examination of the
Longwall Area phase. The examinations of these areas have also yielded atmospheres capable of being explored
under bare-faced explorations. Furthermore sampling results from Borehole 21-2, and the Bandytown fan have
indicated that atmospheres are capable of being explored with bare-faced team members.

- Zones 8~ 10 shail be examined with teams leaving their mine rescue apparatus at stations near the Fresh

Air Bases established previously at the longwall face, on the headgate and tailgate entries, depending on
their examination route. These Fresh Air Bases are established near longwall push up stations 55+00.

Headgate Tailgate Examination (Zone 9)

- All team members (exploration, and backup) shall carry 2 one hour approved SCSR’s while exploring inby
the longwall face in Zone 9. Should conditions permit each exploration team member shall drop one of
their SCSR’s at phone location #57 to establish a temporary cache for explorations inby this location.

Tailgate Headgzate Examinations (Zone 8)

- Allteam members (exploration, and backup) shall carry 2 one hour approved SCSR’s while exploring inby
the longwall face in Zone 3. Each exploration team member shall drop one of their SCSR’s at phone
location #43 to establish a temporary cache for explorations inby this location, Each backup team member
shall drop one of their SCSR’s at phone location 47 for explorations inby this location in Zone 10.

Zone 10
- Teams shall carry a one hour approved SCSR during explorations of the Zone 10 area.

Should conditions be found that indicate atmospheres of less than 19.5% Oxygen, or greater than 25 36 PPM CO
teams shall immediately retreat to the last established phone location and report the readings to the command center.




Teams shall explore Zones § — 10 at the direction of the command center according to conditions as found in the
mine.

The Fresh Air Base shall be advanced in 1,000 intervals.
All previously approved plan safety precautions will be followed during explorations of zones §8-10.

If you have any questions or concerns feel free to contact me at (304) 854-34G2.

Respecifully Submitted,

Ce: Miners Representative
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Performance Coal Comps

P.O. Box 69 Naoma, WV 25140
Phone; 304.854.3401 Fax 304.854.3412

ny

June 23, 2010

Mr.

Mine Safety and Health Administration
100 Bluestone Road

Mount Hope, WV 25880

Mr.
WVOMHS&T

142 Industrial Drive /3& D
Oak Hill, WV 25901 41 Y2

Re:  Performance Coal Company
Upper Big Branch Mine
MSHA ID: 46-08436
State 1D: U-3042-92
Upper Big Branch Re-Entry Plan Addendum VI

Dear Sir,

Performance Coal Company is requesting permission to implement the attached plan for
ventilation of the 8 North, 22 Headgate, and 22 Tailgate Areas. Explorations are completed, to
the extents possible in these areas. Safety precautions and a ventilation map are attached.

If you have any questions or concerns feel free to contact me at (304) §54-3402.

Respectfully Submitted,

On Behalf of Performance Coal Company

Ce:  Miners Representative



Safety Precautions

Upper Big Branch Re-Entry Pian Ventilation of 8 North, 22 Headgate, and 22 Tailgate

General Safety Precautions

All work shall be done at the direction of the command center.

All work shall be done by mine rescue team members.

Prior to ventilation of any area, a pre-shift style examination shall be conducted in the
projected work area for the day.

Mine Rescue team members shall be permitted to clear a path for battery operated
equipment as to allow for sufficient supplies to be delivered to the mouth of 22 Headgate.
Prior to removing any object, the area shall be called out to the command center, mapped,
and photographed.

Ventilation controls shall be established utilizing pogo sticks, lock-in-loads, and braitice
cloth.

All members shall carry a 1 hour approved SCSR. Caches of SCSR shall be established
as outlined below.

Should conditions be found that indicate atmospheres of less than 19.5% Oxygen, or
greater than 25 PPM CO teams shall immediately retreat to the last established phone
location outby the location of the reading and report the readings to the command center.
Should sampling results from the Bandytown Fan location or borehole 21-2 indicate
atmospheres of greater than 0.5% CH4, oxygen levels below 20.0%, or CO levels in
excess of 5 ppm the command center shall be notified immediately, and teams will be
withdrawn from the mine.

Teams shall be permitted to retrieve additional rescuers from outby storage caches.
These rescuers shall be retrieved from the most outby storage location, and shall be
logged by serial number and location prior to removal.

Any deviation from the planned location for temporary controls shall be placed on the
team map, and the command center shall be notified.

Stage I: Headgate 22

Examinations of the temporary ventilation controls previously established shall be made
while advancing in Headgate 22. Teams shall report their conditions to the command
center. No repairs of the temporary controls are permitted without the proper approvals
from the command center.

Ventilation controls A, and B will be removed.

‘Temporary controls will be constructed, as conditions allow in the mine, as shown on the
attached map. Should conditions prohibit controls to be placed between the #1 and #2
entries, controls shall be constructed, as to ventilate the face area.

After completion of the ventilation controls as shown on the attached map, the exhausting
fan located at borehole location 1B will be removed from service, to facilitate the
installation of the Tygon tubing.

Flexible tubing shall be lowered down borehole 1B, and extended to the furthest point of
advance, as conditions allow in the mine, for the purpose of allowing future pre-shift
examinations.




Team members shall establish an SCSR Cache at phone location 71 in the North Glory
mains. This storage cache shall be established so that there are an adequate number of
SCSR units for every person working inby this location.

A team member shall monitor the return air course at all tithes during ventilation of the
area. This team member shall immediately notify the working teams, and the command
center should methane levels exceed 2% in the return air course.

Any area where victims were recovered from the mine shall be decontaminated with a
10% Clorox solution by team members.

Stage I1: 8 North Area

Team members shall construct stopping I, at break 130 of the North Glory Mains.
Stopping K shall be removed.

Temporary controls C, D, E, F and G shall be constructed next.

Temporary controls will be constructed, as conditions allow in the mine, as shown on the
attached map. Should conditions prohibit controls to be placed between the #3 and #4
entries, controls shall be constructed, as to ventilate the face area.

After all controls have been established at a point inby the temporary seals location, the
exhausting fan located at borehole location 2B will be removed from service, to facilitate
the installation of the Tygon tubing.

Flexible tubing shall be lowered down borehole 2B, and extended to the furthest point of
advance, as conditions allow in the mine, for the purpose of allowing future pre-shift
examinations. "

Control H will be installed at the direction of the command center.

All controls previously built near break 130 shall be evaluated and repaired at the
direction of the command center.

The storage cache previously established at phone location 71 shall remain in place for
operations in the 8 North Area. '

A team member shall monitor the return air course at all times during ventilation of the
area. This team member shall immediately notify the working teams, and the command
center should methane levels exceed 2% in the return air course.

Stage [II: Tailpate 22

Temporary controls will be constructed, as conditions allow in the mine, as shown on the
attached map. Should conditions prohibit controls to be placed between the #1 and #2
entries, controls shall be constructed, as to ventilate the face area.
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Reason 103 (K) order 4642503 is modified to allow the company to implement an Investlgatlon Support Plan for the entire mine. This
plan is dated June 25, 2010.
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Reason 103 (K) order 4642503 is hereby modlﬁed to allow the company to implement a track rehabilitation plan for the area from the
North Portal to the #47 break on the Old North Mains. This plan i is dated June 25, 2010.
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Reason Change the condition or practice to allow the removable of equipment from the Ellis portal.

This modification is being made to allow for only the removable of the two
Jitney personnel carriers, company number 2 serial number 8259 and company
number 12 serial number UBB-12 through the Ellis portal. Per reqguest
received from Performance Coal Company on June 27, 2010. Removal of these two
mantrips shall only take place under the direct supervision of an Authorized
Representative of MSHA. If these two mantrips can not be removed under their
own power a plan shall be submitted for approval before any other extraction
efforts of the above mentioned equipment is made.
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