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Joint Committec and NIOSH in an allivnce or partnership to discuss these t vo reports and other pending
refuge alternative reseaicl. projects being caisied oul by NIOSH.

After son.e discussion at the March 20 meeting, you apreed to MSHA's engagerient in this
cooperative cifort. However, Mr. Secretay, the first meeting of thig nascent partnerst ip o1 ly took place
yesterday on May 22.

Unfortunately, as you 1 ay know, because of what we understand was a faiiily emergency, the
UMW A representative on our Joint Cormnitiee was unable to attend, Nevertheless, the meetin g went
forward. From our perspective, we deeply appreciate the participation of Pat Silvey, George Fesak,
Steve Gigliotti, a1.d Wes Shumaker in yesterday's meeting. We know thzir schedules are den anding.

Having said that, we think they will agree with us that the meeting was a very useful {irst step in
part eiship discussions ol how to best develop "Generation 2" refluge alternatives, especially built-is -
place ir by refuge alten atives--not to mention imptovements in the cuirently deployed "Generation 1"
refuge alternatives. Tl e meeting, however, also poweilully demonstrated how important it will be for all
parties {inciuding MSHA) for you to grant the 120-day extension we are requesting. Sin.ply stated, only
as these discussions continue will we be able to provide you with robust responses to your KFI.

The BCOA Safety and Health Commitiee will be grateful for your positive decision on our
1equest for a 120-day extensicu of the June 2 comment period o1 your RFl. Piease know that we are
committed to working with NIOSH, you ar d your tearn and our UMWA colleagues on refuge alteruative
issues. To that end, we are committed to discussing ycsterday's 1efuge alter: ative workshop in detail with
the UMWA in order that the next meeting of the partt ership will be as smooth as if the UMWA
representative had j articipated in yesterday's meeting.

Sincerely,

Ldward M. Lreen
Counsel for the BCOA
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