





Purgin _the Airlock: Refuge alternative manufacturers are revising airlock purging
procedures based on the number of air changes rather than targeting a specific carbon
monoxide level in the airlock.  NIOSH research has shown that waiting for the carbon
monoxide concentration to reach a specific level may result in insufficient air for purging the
airlock when subsequent groups of miners enter the airlock. MSHA is working with refuge
alternative manufacturers to update their training manuals to address these changes to the

purging procedures. Mine operators must train miners in the revised purging procedures
when they receive the updates from refuge alternative manufacturers.

Only enter a refuge alternative if escape from the mine is not possible.



