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General Comment 

I support this regulation to begin using Proximity Detection Systems for continuous mining 
machines in addition to the mobile machines it is already being used on. The main point of 
contention in this regulation is safety. Worker safety always should come first, and I think this 
proposition has the appropriate safety measures in place to keep miners safe while allowing 
them to continue their work unimpeded. I think that the fact that these proximity detection 
systems have already been put into the field on mobile equipment and other machines and have 
been successful in completing their intended tasks is justification enough to begin equipping 
them on continuous mining machines as well. 

We know that these systems work in the field, so the other point of contention would be costs 
and effects on work productivity. The additional costs of equipping these systems on the 
continuous machines needs to be considered of course, but in my opinion, worker safety should 
come before any reasonable cost. The fact that these systems are already being used on other 
machines proves that they should be implemented on all equipment that poses movement based 
threats. Also, as long as the additional equipment needed to put these systems into the field 
doesn't prohibit workers from doing their jobs effectively, I say there should be no problem 
adding these to all applicable mines in the US. This regulation is should continue field tests and 
be implemented as soon as possible. 
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