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Task Training Supplement:

Crane Load Rating 
Charts
Excerpted from the Association of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM) 

Crane Safety Manual For Operating and Maintenance Personnel, 

FORM C-70-2

The information provided in this publication supplements the specifi c information about your 

machine that is contained in the manufacturer’s manual(s). Before you operate the machine, 

make sure you have the manufacturer’s manual(s) for this machine and all attachments. If the 

manufacturer’s manuals are missing, obtain replacement manuals from your employer, 

equipment dealer or directly from the manufacturer. Read and understand all manuals.
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LOAD RATING CHARTS

Do not operate the machine without the proper
crane manufacturers load rating charts. (FIG. 8)

Never use any other means, like a photostatic
copy of a chart or sales literature, as a load rating
chart. Your machine may be fitted with special
equipment which would require a special load
rating chart.

Never exceed crane manufacturer’s load ratings.
The stipulations noted on these charts must 
always be observed. Ratings noted are based 
on a number of conditions such as hydraulic,
mechanical, structural, and/or stability.

Tipping the crane to determine capacity is a
very dangerous practice which always overloads
the crane and is never approved. It is always
unsafe to lift or move any load which is greater
than the rated load shown on your specific crane
load rating chart.

Know the rated capacity of the machine. Only
machines of proper rated capacity and type should
be assigned to the job.

Never operate with other than manufacturer’s
recommended counterweight. Unauthorized
reduction or addition of counterweight or ballast
constitutes a safety hazard.

Check for warning tags before starting the crane —
check around to know that the work area is clear.

Never exceed boom or boom and jib combination
lengths published on the crane manufacturer’s load
rating chart.

Read and understand all the notes and warnings
printed on the crane load rating chart before lifting
a load.

Crane mounted devices which indicate load
conditions by visual or audible signals are not
a substitute for strict adherence to all safe
operating procedures.

BE PREPARED BEFORE YOU START
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FIG. 8
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