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Task Training Supplement:

Safety Precautions 
When Working With 
Hydraulic Excavators
Excerpted from the Association of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM) 

Hydraulic Excavator Safety Manual For Operating and Maintenance 

Personnel, FORM HE03-02

The information provided in this publication supplements the specifi c information about your 

machine that is contained in the manufacturer’s manual(s). Before you operate the machine, 

make sure you have the manufacturer’s manual(s) for this machine and all attachments. If the 

manufacturer’s manuals are missing, obtain replacement manuals from your employer, 

equipment dealer or directly from the manufacturer. Read and understand all manuals.
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Task Training Supplement:

Safety Precautions When Working 
With Hydraulic Excavators

Safety Precautions (continued)

WARNING: Never enter, or allow anyone else to
enter, the excavator swing pivot area. Death or
serious injury can result. 

Be sure there are no obstructions and sufficient clearance
for tail swing.

WARNING: NEVER LIFT, MOVE OR SWING A
LOAD OVER ANYONE OR THE CAB OF A TRUCK
OR OTHER MACHINE. (19)

Work Safely

19
WRONG

Safety Precautions
Make sure the area is clear of all persons before you start
operating.

Before operating the excavator, engage the parking brake.
Shift the transmission controls to neutral, lower the
stabilizers (if so equipped), and level the machine as much
as possible. If equipped with a leveling device, level the
upper structure as much as possible.

Always make sure that you follow the manufacturer’s
recommendations before you operate the excavator.

WARNING: Never operate the excavator  from
outside the cab. Severe injury or death can result.
Always operate the excavator from the correct
operating position.

WARNING: Before starting to excavate, set up
safety barriers to the sides and rear area of your
swing pattern to prevent anyone from walking into
the working area. (18)

Work Safely

18
RIGHT
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