
 

 
Fatality #21 - November 2, 2011 
(Victim Died November 14, 2011) 
Machinery - Surface Mine - Kentucky 
Nally & Hamilton Enterprises Inc - Mill Branch 

COAL MINE FATALITY - On Wednesday, November 2, 2011, a 28 year old bulldozer 
operator, with approximately 8 years of mining experience, was injured at a surface 
mine. The victim was conducting reclamation work on top of a graded slope when he 
lost control of the bulldozer and it rolled over several times, approximately 250 feet to 
the bottom of the slope. The operator was wearing a seat belt, but sustained serious 
injuries. He was hospitalized and died subsequently on November 14, 2011.  

 

 
 

Best Practices 

• Task train miners adequately on the equipment they will operate.  

• Train all employees on proper equipment operation procedures, hazard 
recognition, and hazard avoidance.  

• Establish and follow safe work procedures and ensure that personnel are 
trained to recognize hazardous work procedures or activity.  

• Be familiar with your work environment. Before you start grading an 
area, look at it, walk around it, and plan the safest way to move the 
material and maneuver the equipment.  

• Install tilt gauges in dozers and do not exceed the equipment's maximum 
operating angles.  

• Maintain control of equipment at all times during operation.  

• Ensure that personnel operating mobile equipment always wear seat 
belts.  

This is the 21st fatality reported during calendar year 2011 in the coal mining industry. 
At this time in 2010, there were 43 coal mine fatalities. This is the 7th Machinery fatality 
in 2011. At this time in 2010, there were 3 Machinery fatalities. 

The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not 
represent final determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions 
regarding the cause of the fatality. 

 


