
 

 
 

Fatality #5 - April 11, 2012 
Falling/Sliding Material - North Carolina - Construction Sand & Gravel 
G S Materials Inc - Lemon Springs 

METAL/NONMETAL MINE FATALITY - On April 11, 2012, a 49 year-old excavator 
operator with approximately 8½ years of experience was injured at a sand and gravel 
operation. The victim was removing bolts from a counterweight on the back of an 
excavator when the counterweight fell and struck him. He was hospitalized and died on 
April 12, 2012, as a result of his injuries.  

 

 
 

Best Practices 

• Before working on or near equipment, establish safe work procedures consistent 
with the design of the machine. Train all persons to recognize and understand 
these procedures.  

• Follow the equipment manufacturer's procedures for the work being performed to 
ensure that all hazards are addressed.  

• Provide adequate task training to persons assigned to perform the work. Utilize 
assistance from the manufacturer when the equipment incorporates new 
technology and features.  

• Install blocking materials before removing mounting bolts from machinery 
components which can fall during disassembly.  

This is the 5th fatality reported in calendar year 2012 in the metal and nonmetal mining 
industries. As of this date in 2011, there were 3 fatalities reported in these industries. 
This is the 1st Falling Material fatality in 2012. There was 1 Falling Material fatality in 
the same period in 2011. 

 

 

 

The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not 
represent final determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions 
regarding the cause of the fatality. 

 


