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METAL/NONMETAL MINE FATALITY – On May 18, 2015, a 59-year old delivery truck 
driver with 32 years of experience was killed at a cement plant.  The victim arrived at the 
plant to deliver drums. After opening the trailer doors, the driver walked to the cab of his 
truck and proceeded to climb the steps to get back in the cab when he fell backwards onto 
the ground striking the back of his head.  
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Best Practices 
 

• Always use the “Three Points of Contact” method. Ensure that either two hands 
and one foot, or one hand and two feet are in contact with the ladder at all times 
when mounting and dismounting equipment.  

• Equipment should be designed to minimize the height of the first step from the 
ground and be provided with hand-holds to facilitate  “Three Points of Contact” 

• Keep hands free of any objects when mounting or dismounting equipment. 
• Maintain traction by ensuring footwear is free of potential slipping hazards such as 

dirt, oil, and grease. Slip resistant material can be coated to existing foot holds 
and handrails.  

• Always face equipment when mounting or dismounting it. 
• Always maintain and use the access provided by the manufacturer.   

 
 
 
 

This is the 11th fatality reported in calendar year 2015 in metal and nonmetal mining.  As 
of this date in 2014, there were 16 fatalities reported in metal and nonmetal mining.   
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not 
represent final determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions 
regarding the cause of the fatality. 

 
 
 

 


