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i n v e s t i g a t o r  w i t h  t h e  M i n e  6 

S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  7 
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 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  1 

 - - -  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w i l l  2 

b e g i n  b y  m y  a s k i n g  y o u  a  3 
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i n t e r v i e w  y o u  r e c a l l  a n y  18 

a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  19 

y o u  b e l i e v e  m a y  b e  u s e f u l  i n  20 

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  21 

c o n t a c t  M r .  R i c h a r d  G a t e s  a t  22 

t h e  p h o n e  n u m b e r  o r  e - m a i l  23 

a d d r e s s  t h a t  w e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  24 

t o  y o u .    25 
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 Y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  i s  1 

c o m p l e t e l y  v o l u n t a r y .   Y o u  m a y  2 
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A l s o ,  p l e a s e  t r y  t o  k e e p  y o u r  16 

v o i c e  u p .   C o p i e s  o f  t h e  17 

w r i t t e n  t r a n s c r i p t s  w i l l  b e  18 

a v a i l a b l e  a t  a  l a t e r  t i m e .  19 

 I f  a n y  p a r t  o f  y o u r  20 

s t a t e m e n t  i s  b a s e d  n o t  o n  y o u r  21 

o w n  f i r s t h a n d  k n o w l e d g e  b u t  o n  22 

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  l e a r n e d  23 

f r o m  s o m e o n e  e l s e ,  p l e a s e  l e t  24 
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q u e s t i o n  a s  f u l l y  a s  y o u  c a n ,  1 

i n c l u d i n g  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  2 

h a v e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  s o m e o n e  3 

e l s e .   4 

 W e  m a y  n o t  a s k  t h e  5 

r i g h t  q u e s t i o n  t o  l e a r n  t h e  6 

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  h a v e ,  s o  7 

d o  n o t  f e e l  l i m i t e d  b y  t h e  8 

p r e c i s e  q u e s t i o n  a s k e d .   I f  9 

y o u  h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  10 

s u b j e c t  a r e a  o f  a  q u e s t i o n ,  11 

p l e a s e  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  t h a t  12 

i n f o r m a t i o n .    13 

 A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  M r .  14 

R u t l e d g e ,  d o  y o u  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  15 

y o u ’ d  l i k e  t o  a d d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  16 

t h e  S t a t e  o f  W e s t  V i r g i n i a ?  17 

 M R .  R U T L E D G E :  18 

 Y e a h .   I  j u s t  w o u l d  19 

l i k e  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  b e i n g  20 

h e r e  a g a i n .   I ’ m  M i k e  R u t l e d g e  21 

w i t h  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  M i n e r s ’  22 

H e a l t h ,  S a f e t y  &  T r a i n i n g .   23 

T h e  O f f i c e  o f  M i n e r s ’  H e a l t h  24 

S a f e t y  &  T r a i n i n g  i s  25 
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c o n d u c t i n g  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  1 

s e s s i o n  j o i n t l y  w i t h  M S H A  a s  2 

i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  3 

p r o c e d u r e s  a s  o u t l i n e d  b y  M r .  4 

O ’ D o n n e l l  f o r  t h e s e  5 

i n t e r v i e w s .  6 

 T h e  D i r e c t o r ,  d o e s ,  7 

h o w e v e r ,  r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t ,  i f  8 

n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  c a l l  o r  s u b p o e n a  9 

w i t n e s s e s  o r  r e q u i r e  t h e  10 

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a n y  r e c o r d ,  11 

d o c u m e n t ,  p h o t o g r a p h  o r  o t h e r  12 

r e l e v a n t  m a t e r i a l s  n e c e s s a r y  13 

t o  c o n d u c t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  14 

T h a n k s .  15 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  16 

 M r .  K i t t s ,  a r e  y o u  17 

a w a r e  t h a t  y o u  m a y  h a v e  a  18 

p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  19 

p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  t a k i n g  o f  20 

t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ?  21 

 M R .  K I T T S :  22 

 Y e s .  23 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  24 

 A n d  d o  y o u  h a v e  a  25 
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r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w i t h  y o u  t o d a y ?  1 

 M R .  K I T T S :  2 

 Y e s .  3 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  4 

 A n d  w h o  m i g h t  t h a t  b e ?  5 

 M R .  K I T T S :  6 

 M a r c o  R a j k o v i c h .  7 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  8 

 R a j k o v i c h  ( c o r r e c t s  9 

p r o n u n c i a t i o n . )   Y e s .   A n d  l e t  10 

m e  s a y  t h a t  M r .  K i t t s  i s  h e r e  11 

i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  c a p a c i t y .   12 

H e ’ s  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  13 

c o m p a n y  t o  s p e a k  o n  b e h a l f  o f  14 

t h e  c o m p a n y ,  b u t  h e ’ s  h e r e  t o  15 

t e s t i f y  t o  a n y  f a c t s  t h a t  h e  16 

m a y  r e c a l l .  17 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  18 

 O k a y .    19 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  20 

 I ’ m  a s s u m i n g  e v e r y b o d y  21 

i n  t h e  r o o m  h e r e  i s  p a r t  o f  22 

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  t e a m ?  23 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  24 

 Y e s ,  t h e y  a r e .  25 
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 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  1 

 O k a y .   T h a n k  y o u .  2 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :   3 

 N o w ,  d o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  4 

q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  m a n n e r  5 

i n  w h i c h  w e ’ l l  c o n d u c t  t h e  6 

i n t e r v i e w ?  7 

 M R .  K I T T S :  8 

 N o .  9 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  10 

 O k a y .   W o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  11 

s w e a r  i n  M r .  K i t t s ?  12 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  13 

S A M U E L  K I T T S ,  H A V I N G  F I R S T  B E E N  D U L Y  14 

S W O R N ,  T E S T I F I E D  A S  F O L L O W S :  15 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  16 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :   17 

Q .  P l e a s e  s t a t e  y o u r  f u l l  n a m e  18 

a n d  s p e l l  y o u r  l a s t  n a m e  f o r  u s .  19 

A .  S a m u e l  R a l p h  K i t t s ,  K - I - T - T - S .  20 

Q .  A n d  y o u r  a d d r e s s  a n d  t e l e p h o n e  21 

n u m b e r ?  22 

A .  6 0 0 2  P i n n a c l e  V i e w  R o a d ,  23 

H u r r i c a n e ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  2 5 5 2 6 .    24 

3 0 4 - 5 6 2 - 0 4 0 9 .  25 
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Q .  A r e  y o u  a p p e a r i n g  h e r e  1 

v o l u n t a r i l y ?  2 

A .  Y e s .  3 

Q .  O k a y .   H o w  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  4 

m i n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  d o  y o u  h a v e ,  S a m ?  5 

A .  T w e n t y  ( 2 0 ) .  6 

Q .  A n d  c o u l d  y o u  g i v e  u s  a  b r i e f  7 

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  y o u r  e m p l o y m e n t  8 

b a c k g r o u n d ?  9 

A .  I  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  s t a f f  10 

t e c h n i c a l  w o r k e r ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  11 

d o i n g  g e o l o g i c  r e p o r t s  a n d  12 

e v a l u a t i o n s .   I  t h e n  w e n t  i n t o  a  13 

m a n a g e m e n t  t r a i n e e  p r o g r a m ,  g a i n e d  14 

o p e r a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .   A t  t h e  15 

c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h a t  t r a i n e e  p r o g r a m ,  16 

I ’ v e  b e e n  i n  v a r i o u s  m a n a g e m e n t  17 

p o s i t i o n s  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t e n  18 

y e a r s .  19 

Q .  A n d  w h a t ’ s  y o u r  p r e s e n t  20 

p o s i t i o n ?  21 

A .  I  a m  s e n i o r  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  22 

o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  a n d  23 

M a r y l a n d  r e g i o n  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  24 

C o a l  G r o u p .  25 
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Q .  A n d  h o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  w o r k e d  1 

i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  S a m ?  2 

A .  A b o u t  1 1  m o n t h s  n o w .  3 

Q .  A n d  w h a t  d o  y o u  d o  a t  t h a t  4 

p o s i t i o n ?   I  m e a n ,  w h a t  a r e  y o u r  - - -  5 

w h a t ’ s  y o u r  j o b  d e s c r i p t i o n ?   W h a t  d o  6 

y o u  d o ?   7 

A .  A s  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  8 

o p e r a t i o n s ,  I  h a v e  f i v e  g e n e r a l  9 

m a n a g e r s  f r o m  t h e  b u s i n e s s  u n i t s  10 

s p r e a d  o u t  i n  m y  r e g i o n  r e p o r t i n g  11 

d i r e c t l y  t o  m e .   I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I  h a v e  12 

a  f i n a n c i a l  a n a l y s t  a n d  a  h u m a n  13 

r e s o u r c e s ’  m a n a g e r  t h a t  r e p o r t  t o  m e .  14 

M y  p o s i t i o n  i s  p r i m a r i l y  m a n a g e m e n t  15 

a n d  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  16 

p r o c e s s i n g  o f  c o a l .  17 

Q .  A n d  w h e r e  i s  y o u r  o f f i c e  18 

l o c a t e d ?  19 

A .  A s h l a n d ,  K e n t u c k y .  20 

Q .  H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  21 

e m p l o y e d  b y  I C G ?  22 

A .  E l e v e n  ( 1 1 )  m o n t h s .  23 

Q .  E l e v e n  ( 1 1 )  m o n t h s .   A n d  a l l  24 

o f  i t  i s  a t  t h e  S a g o  M i n e ?  25 
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A .  N o ,  I ’ m  n o t  e m p l o y e d  a t  t h e  1 

S a g o  M i n e .    2 

Q .  I  m e a n ,  h o w  m u c h  t i m e  d o  y o u  3 

s p e n d  a t  t h e  S a g o  M i n e ,  r o u g h l y ?  4 

A .  I n  t h o s e  1 1  m o n t h s  p r i o r  t o    5 

- - -  w e l l ,  p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y  2 n d ,  I  w a s  6 

p r o b a b l y  a t  t h e  S a g o  M i n e  m a y b e  t h r e e  7 

t i m e s .  8 

Q .  O k a y .   C o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  9 

d e s c r i b e  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  10 

I C G ?  11 

A .  T h e  c o r p o r a t e  s t r u c t u r e  i n  12 

t e r m s  o f  c o m p a n i e s  o r  p e o p l e  o r  - - - ?  13 

I ’ m  n o t  s u r e  I  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  y o u ’ r e  14 

a s k i n g .   15 

Q .  S t a r t i n g  a t  t h e  t o p ,  l i k e  y o u r  16 

p a r e n t  c o m p a n y  a n d  y o u r  s u b s i d i a r i e s  17 

a n d  - - - .  18 

A .  O k a y .   R e l a t i v e  t o  S a g o ?  19 

Q .  Y e s .  20 

A .  Y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  - - -  S a g o  i s  21 

p a r t  o f  W o l f  R u n  M i n i n g  C o m p a n y ,  22 

w h i c h  i s  a  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  H u n t e r  R i d g e  23 

M i n i n g  C o m p a n y .   H u n t e r  R i d g e  i s  a  24 

s u b s i d i a r y  o f  I C G ,  I n c . ,  - - -  25 
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Q .  O k a y .  1 

A .  - - -  I  b e l i e v e .   W e  a r e  a  n e w  2 

c o m p a n y  a n d  o u r  c o r p o r a t e  s t r u c t u r e  3 

i s  b e i n g  m o d i f i e d  c u r r e n t l y ,  s o  4 

t h a t ’ s  w h a t  - - -  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  m y  5 

k n o w l e d g e ,  t h a t ’ s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a s  i t  6 

s t a n d s  t o d a y .  7 

Q .  O k a y .   S o  W o l f  R u n  i s  t h e  8 

p a r e n t  c o m p a n y ?  9 

A .  S a g o  i s  - - -  S a g o  M i n e  i s  p a r t  10 

o f  W o l f  R u n .  11 

Q .  O k a y .   A n d  I C G  o w n s  W o l f  R u n ?  12 

A .  N o .   W o l f  R u n  i s  n o t  a  d i r e c t  13 

s u b s i d i a r y  o f  I C G .  14 

Q .  I t  i s  n o t ?  15 

A .  T h a t  w o u l d  b e  H u n t e r  R i d g e .  16 

Q .  H u n t e r  R i d g e .   O k a y .   S o  w h o  17 

w o u l d  b e  y o u r  s u p e r v i s o r ?  18 

A .  B e n  H a t f i e l d .  19 

Q .  B e n  H a t f i e l d .   W h o  i s  h i s  20 

s u p e r v i s o r ?  21 

A .  B e n  i s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O  22 

o f  I C G ,  s o  i t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  B o a r d  o f  23 

I C B ,  I  w o u l d  i m a g i n e .  24 

Q .  R i g h t .   S o  w h a t  I C G  e n t i t y  w a s  25 
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c o n s i d e r e d  b y  I C G  a s  b e i n g  t h e  m i n e  1 

o p e r a t o r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  J a n u a r y  2  2 

e x p l o s i o n ?  3 

A .  I ’ m  n o t  s u r e  I  k n o w  t h e  a n s w e r  4 

t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .   O n  J a n u a r y  2  w e  5 

w e r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  6 

t h e  f o r m e r  A n k e r  E n e r g y  p r o p e r t i e s  7 

i n t o  I C G .   I ’ m  n o t  s u r e .  8 

Q .  O k a y .   S o  i t  w a s  i n  a  9 

t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d ?  10 

A .  Y e s .  11 

Q .  A n d  A n k e r  M i n i n g  w a s  t h e  12 

p r e v i o u s  o w n e r ?  13 

A .  T h e  p r e v i o u s  o w n e r  o f  S a g o ,  I  14 

t h i n k ,  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  A n k e r  M i n i n g  15 

o f  W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  16 

Q .  A n d  d o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  k n o w l e d g e  17 

o f  t h a t  c o m p a n y ,  h o w  i t  w a s  18 

s t r u c t u r e d ?  19 

A .  V e r y  l i t t l e .  20 

Q .  W h a t  l i t t l e  b i t  d o  y o u  k n o w ?   21 

D i d  y o u  e v e r  w o r k  f o r  A n k e r ?  22 

A .  N o ,  s i r .  23 

Q .  O k a y .   D o  y o u  k n o w  w h e n  W o l f  24 

R u n  M i n i n g  C o m p a n y ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  m i n e  25 
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o p e r a t o r ,  b e c a m e  t h e  m i n e  o p e r a t o r ?  1 

A .  N o t  a n  e x a c t  d a t e ,  n o .  2 

Q .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  i d e a  o f  w h e n  3 

a b o u t ?  4 

A .  I  w o u l d  s a y  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  5 

s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  - - -  s o m e t i m e  i n  l a t e  6 

N o v e m b e r  o r  e a r l y  D e c e m b e r ,  p o s s i b l y .  7 

T h e  o f f i c i a l  d a t e ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  8 

A n k e r  b e c a m e  p a r t  o f  I C G  w a s  N o v e m b e r  9 

1 1 t h ,  I  b e l i e v e .   10 

Q .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  i d e a  w h y  A n k e r  11 

w a s  c h a n g e d  t o  W o l f  R u n  a s  t h e  12 

o p e r a t o r ?   13 

A .  N o ,  I  w a s  n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  14 

d e c i s i o n .  15 

Q .  O k a y .   A n d  b o t h  e n t i t i e s  w e r e  16 

a n d  a r e  o w n e d  b y  I C G ;  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  17 

A .  Y e s .  18 

Q .  O k a y .   T h a n k  y o u .   W e r e  y o u  19 

t h e r e  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t ?  20 

A .  J a n u a r y  2 n d ?  21 

Q .  Y e s .  22 

A .  Y e s .  23 

Q .  T e l l  u s  h o w  y o u  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  24 

e x p l o s i o n  a t  S a g o  M i n e .  25 
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A .  I  r e c e i v e d  a  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  1 

f r o m  C h u c k  D u n b a r ,  n o t i f y i n g  m e  t h a t  2 

t h e r e  w a s  a  p r o b l e m  a t  t h e  S a g o  M i n e .  3 

Q .  C o u l d  y o u  r e c a l l  w h a t  t i m e  4 

t h a t  w a s ?  5 

A .  Y e s .   I t  w a s  8 : 3 0  a . m . ,  6 

J a n u a r y  2 n d .  7 

Q .  A n d  w h a t  k i n d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  8 

d i d  h e  t e l l  y o u ?  9 

A .  H e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  10 

- - -  s o m e t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  u n d e r g r o u n d  11 

t h a t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  h a v e  b e e n  a n  12 

e x p l o s i o n .   T h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  1 8  p e o p l e  13 

u n a c c o u n t e d  f o r .   T h a t  o n e  c r e w  h a d  14 

m a n a g e d  t o  g e t  o u t s i d e ,  b u t  o t h e r s  15 

h a d  g o n e  i n s i d e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .   S o  16 

a t  t h e  t i m e  I  s p o k e  w i t h  h i m ,  t h e y  17 

w e r e  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  18 

w e r e  u n d e r g r o u n d ,  b u t  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  19 

n u m b e r  w a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 8 .    20 

Q .  O k a y .   S o  c o u l d  y o u  j u s t  g o  21 

t h r o u g h  a n d  t r y  t o  r e t r a c e  y o u r  22 

a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  y o u  d i d ,  f o l l o w i n g  23 

t h e  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  - - -  24 

w h e n  y o u  w e r e  n o t i f i e d ,  u n t i l  w h e n  25 
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t h e  r e s c u e  r e c o v e r y  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  1 

c o m p l e t e d ?  2 

A .  C o u l d  y o u  r e p e a t  t h a t ,  p l e a s e ?  3 

Q .  O k a y .   F r o m  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  4 

w e r e  n o t i f i e d ,  t h a t  h e  t o l d  y o u  t h a t  5 

t h e y  h a d  a  p r o b l e m  a t  t h e  m i n e ,  j u s t  6 

t e l l  m e ,  w h a t  t i m e  d i d  y o u  g e t  a t  t h e  7 

m i n e .   A n d  j u s t  r u n  t h r o u g h  t h e  8 

a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n .  9 

A .  U p  ’ t i l ?  10 

Q .  ’ T i l  i t  w a s  o v e r .  11 

A .  O k a y .   U p o n  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  I  12 

a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o n t a c t  m y  s u p e r v i s o r ,  13 

w h o  i s  B e n  H a t f i e l d ,  w h o  d i d  n o t  14 

a n s w e r  h i s  h o m e  p h o n e ,  d i d  n o t  a n s w e r  15 

h i s  c e l l  p h o n e .   I  l e f t  m e s s a g e s  a t  16 

b o t h  p l a c e s .  17 

 U p o n  b e i n g  u n a b l e  t o  c o n t a c t  18 

h i m ,  I  p r e p a r e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  t r i p  t o  19 

t h e  m i n e .   I  c o n t a c t e d  a n o t h e r  I C G  20 

v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  G e n e  K i t t s ,  w h o  i s  m y  21 

b r o t h e r ,  a n d  a s k e d  h i m  t h a t  s i n c e  I  22 

w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  t r a v e l i n g ,  k n o w i n g  I  23 

w o u l d  h a v e  s p o r a d i c  c e l l  s e r v i c e ,  t o  24 

c o n t a c t  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  s e n i o r  25 
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m a n a g e m e n t .  1 

 W h i l e  I  w a s  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  2 

l e a v e ,  I  d i d  r e c e i v e  a  c a l l  f r o m  3 

J o h n n y  S t e m p l e .   I  i n f o r m e d  J o h n n y  4 

t h a t  I  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  n o t i f i e d  b y  5 

C h u c k  a n d  I  w a s  o n  m y  w a y  t h e r e .  6 

 I  l e f t  m y  h o m e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 

9 : 1 5 ,  t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e  S a g o  M i n e  s i t e .  8 

M a d e  v a r i o u s  p h o n e  c a l l s ,  w h e n  I  h a d  9 

s e r v i c e ,  o n  t h e  w a y ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  10 

u p d a t e s  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e  11 

s i t u a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  s e n i o r  12 

m a n a g e m e n t .   T h a t ’ s  w h e n  I  f i r s t  g o t  13 

a  c a l l  f r o m  B e n  H a t f i e l d  a n d  b r i e f e d  14 

h i m  o n  w h a t  I  k n e w ,  w h i c h  w a s  v e r y  15 

l i m i t e d  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  16 

 I  t h e n  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  m i n e  17 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a  q u a r t e r  ’ t i l  n o o n  o n  18 

J a n u a r y  2 n d .   I  t r i e d  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  19 

s i t u a t i o n .   C h u c k  D u n b a r  w a s  o n  s i t e  20 

a n d  w a s  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  21 

t h e r e  o n  I C G ’ s  p a r t .   M S H A  p e r s o n n e l  22 

a n d  S t a t e  p e r s o n n e l  w e r e  a l r e a d y  o n  23 

s i t e  w h e n  I  a r r i v e d .    24 

 T h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  t h a t  c a m e  u p  25 
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w a s  t h e  e l e v a t e d  l e v e l s  o f  c a r b o n  1 

m o n o x i d e  a t  t h e  m i n e  s i t e  i t s e l f ,  a t  2 

t h e  m i n e  o f f i c e .   T h e r e  w a s  3 

d i s c u s s i o n s  u n d e r  w a y  t o  e v a c u a t e  t h e  4 

o f f i c e  t o  a n o t h e r  l o c a t i o n .   T h e r e  5 

w e r e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  6 

m i n e  o f f i c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s  w e l l .   7 

 S o  t h e r e  a r o u n d  n o o n ,  t h e  8 

f o c u s  w a s  m e  t r y i n g  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  9 

s i t u a t i o n .   A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I  w a s  10 

s t i l l  u n d e r  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  11 

t h e  m i n e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d  s e v e r a l  12 

o t h e r s  w e r e  s t i l l  u n a c c o u n t e d  f o r .   13 

S o  m y  f i r s t  a c t i o n  w a s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  14 

h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  w e r e  u n a c c o u n t e d  f o r .  15 

I t  w a s  s e v e r a l  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  I  w a s  16 

a b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  J e f f  T o l e r  17 

h a d ,  i n d e e d ,  c o m e  b a c k  o u t s i d e  w i t h  18 

t h e  o t h e r  m e n .   A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w e  h a d  19 

1 3  p e o p l e  u n a c c o u n t e d  f o r .  20 

 S o  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  I  w a s  21 

h e l p i n g  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  r e s p o n s e .   22 

S o m e  o f  t h e  t a s k s  t h a t  I  w a s  23 

p e r f o r m i n g  w a s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  T i m  24 

M a r t i n  o n  s t a g i n g  t h e  m i n e  r e s c u e  25 
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t e a m s .   T i m  p r e t t y  m u c h  s t e p p e d  i n t o  1 

t h a t  p o s i t i o n  o f  b e i n g  t h e  2 

c o o r d i n a t o r  o f  s t a g i n g  t h e  t e a m s .   3 

A l s o ,  v e r y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  a s  4 

p a r t  o f  r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  f a m i l i e s  t o  5 

t h e  c h u r c h ,  I  w e n t  o v e r  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  6 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  o ’ c l o c k  a n d  g a v e  7 

t h e  f i r s t  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  8 

m e m b e r s  a s  t o  w h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s .  9 

 I  w e n t  b a c k  t o  t h e  m i n e  s i t e .  10 

M S H A  h a d  i s s u e d  a  K  O r d e r .   T h e  K  11 

O r d e r  w a s  i n  p l a c e  w h e n  I  a r r i v e d  a n d  12 

w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o n i t o r i n g  13 

t h e  g a s e s  c o m i n g  o u t  t h e  r e t u r n  a t  14 

t h e  p o r t a l  l o c a t i o n .    15 

 T h e  f o c u s  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  w a s ,  16 

o n  m y  p a r t ,  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  c r i t i c a l  17 

p a t h  t o  g e t  m i n e  r e s c u e  t e a m s  i n s i d e  18 

t h e  m i n e .   T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  19 

g o i n g  o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I  w a s  a w a r e  20 

o f  b u t  n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n ,  i n c l u d i n g  21 

p u t t i n g  d o w n  b o r e  h o l e s  i n t o  t h e  22 

m i n e .   T h e r e  w a s  a  m o b i l i z a t i o n  23 

e f f o r t  i n  p l a c e  t o  g e t  d r i l l s  o n  s i t e  24 

a n d  g e t  t h e  p a d s  b u i l t  a n d  s o  f o r t h ,  25 
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t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h a t  e f f o r t .   I  w a s  1 

a w a r e  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  b u t  n o t  r e a l l y  2 

i n v o l v e d .    3 

 T h e r e  w e r e  i s s u e s  w i t h  4 

p r o d u c i n g  m a p s  f r o m  t h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  5 

s i d e  t h a t  I  w a s  a w a r e  o f .   I  w a s  6 

h e l p i n g  f a c i l i t a t e  t h a t  e f f o r t .   W e  7 

w e r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  o p t i o n s  o f  p l o t t i n g  8 

m a p s ,  e i t h e r  i n  M o r g a n t o w n  o r  9 

B u c k h a n n o n ,  t o  s p e e d  t h e  p r o c e s s  10 

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  11 

m a p s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  m i n e  r e s c u e  t e a m s ,  12 

b o t h  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  a n d  f o r  t h e m  t o  13 

c a r r y  u n d e r g r o u n d .    14 

 S o  t h e r e  w e r e  a  l o t  o f  15 

d i f f e r e n t  e f f o r t s  u n d e r  w a y  t h a t  16 

a f t e r n o o n .   B u t  m o s t l y  I  w a s  f o c u s e d  17 

o n  w h a t  n e e d e d  t o  h a p p e n  i n  o r d e r  t o  18 

g e t  p e o p l e  u n d e r g r o u n d  a n d  s t a r t  t h e  19 

r e s c u e  e f f o r t .    20 

 W e  w e r e  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  g a s e s .  21 

T h e  t r e n d  a n a l y s i s  w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e .  22 

A n d  i t  w a s  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  b e f o r e  t h e  23 

d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y  M S H A  a n d  - - -  I  24 

g u e s s  p r i m a r i l y  b y  M S H A  t h a t  t h e  25 
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t r e n d i n g  a n a l y s i s  d a t a  h a d  i n d i c a t e d  1 

t h a t  i t  w a s  n o w  s a f e  t o  g o  2 

u n d e r g r o u n d .    3 

 S o  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e  b r i e f i n g  4 

g o i n g  o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  m i n e  5 

r e s c u e  t e a m  c a p t a i n s .   F i n a l l y  g o t  6 

t h e  m i n e  r e s c u e  t e a m  - - -  f i r s t  m i n e  7 

r e s c u e  t e a m  u n d e r g r o u n d  a  l i t t l e  8 

a f t e r  f i v e  o ’ c l o c k  M o n d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  9 

 A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e  c o m m a n d  10 

c e n t e r  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n s i d e  11 

t h e  S a g o  M i n e  o f f i c e .   W e  h a d  s e v e r a l  12 

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  13 

I C G ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  M S H A  14 

t h a t  w e r e  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  d i r e c t  15 

m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  m i n e  r e s c u e  t e a m s .    16 

T h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  T y  17 

C o l e m a n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .    18 

 S o  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  I  w a s  19 

p e r i o d i c a l l y  g o i n g  o v e r  a n d  t a l k i n g  20 

w i t h  t h e  f a m i l i e s .   S o  I  w o u l d  g o  i n  21 

t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  22 

t o  c o l l e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  23 

b r i e f i n g s .   I  w a s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  t o  24 

h e l p  w h e n  d e c i s i o n s  n e e d e d  t o  b e  25 
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m a d e .   W h e n  o u r  p e o p l e  f e l t  l i k e  1 

t h e r e  w e r e  i s s u e s ,  I  w o u l d  b e  2 

n o t i f i e d  a n d  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h o s e  3 

i s s u e s .    4 

 S o ,  a g a i n ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  l o t  o f  5 

v a r y i n g  e f f o r t s  g o i n g  o n ,  a n d  I  w a s  6 

d o i n g  m y  b e s t  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h o s e  7 

e f f o r t s .   S o  t h a t  w a s  m y  r o l e  t h r o u g h  8 

t h e  r e s c u e  e f f o r t ,  u p  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  9 

t h e  - - -  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  10 

e f f o r t .   11 

Q .  S o  y o u  w e r e n ’ t  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  12 

n o t i f y i n g  t h e  S t a t e ,  M S H A  o r  a n y b o d y  13 

l i k e  t h a t ?   S o m e b o d y  e l s e  d i d  t h a t ?  14 

A .  T h a t ’ s  c o r r e c t .  15 

Q .  O k a y .   Y o u  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  C O  16 

l e v e l s ,  t h e  t r e n d i n g  o f  t h e  C O  17 

l e v e l s .   W h a t  w e r e  t h e y ,  d o  y o u  18 

r e c a l l ?  19 

A .  F a i r l y  l o w  a t  f i r s t .   A n d  I  20 

t h i n k  t h e  m a x i m u m  r e a d i n g  t h a t  I  21 

r e c a l l  w a s  2 3 0 0 ,  a t  t h e  p o r t a l .  22 

Q .  A t  t h e  p o r t a l ?  23 

A .  A t  t h e  r e t u r n  i t s e l f .  24 

Q .  O k a y .  25 
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A .  T h e r e  w e r e  t i m e s  w h e n  t h e  1 

l e v e l s  w e r e  i n  e x c e s s  o f  6 0 0  i n  t h e  2 

m i n e  o f f i c e .   3 

Q .  Y o u  s a i d  e a r l i e r  a b o u t  4 

e v a c u a t i n g  t h e  m i n e  o f f i c e .   D i d  y o u ,  5 

i n  f a c t ,  e v a c u a t e  o r  w i t h d r a w  s o m e  6 

p e o p l e ?  7 

A .  Y e s .   S o m e  p e o p l e  w e r e  8 

w i t h d r a w n .   I  k n o w  t h e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  9 

w e r e  w i t h d r a w n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .   T h e r e  10 

w e r e  s o m e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  w h o  I ’ m  n o t  11 

s u r e  w h o  t h e y  w e r e  w h o  d i d  l e a v e  a t  12 

t h a t  t i m e .   T h e r e  w a s  a  g o o d  n u m b e r  13 

o f  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  m i n e  o f f i c e  t h e r e  14 

w h e n  I  f i r s t  a r r i v e d .   A n d  t h e n  w h e n  15 

w e  w e r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n ,  16 

s e v e r a l  o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e  l e f t .   H o w  17 

m a n y  o f  t h e m  w e r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  18 

f a m i l y ,  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w .  19 

Q .  H o w  h i g h  d i d  y o u  s a y  i t  g o t  20 

t h e r e ?  21 

A .  I  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  m i n e  22 

o f f i c e  c o l l e c t e d  r e a d i n g s  o f  o v e r  23 

6 0 0 .  24 

Q .  D i d  t h a t  c o n t i n u e  f o r  s o m e  25 
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l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  o r  d i d  i t  t r e n d  d o w n  1 

q u i c k l y ?   2 

A .  I t  s t a r t e d  t r e n d i n g  d o w n .   I  3 

d o n ’ t  k n o w  t h e  r a t e  t h a t  i t  w a s  4 

t r e n d i n g ,  b u t  i t  d i d  t r e n d  d o w n  t h e r e  5 

a t  t h e  m i n e  o f f i c e .  6 

Q .  O k a y .   I ’ m  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  p o p  7 

d o w n  t h r o u g h  s o m e  o f  t h e s e .   D i d  y o u  8 

n o t i f y  a n y  m i n e  r e s c u e  t e a m  m e m b e r s ?  9 

A .  N o .  10 

Q .  T h a t  w a s  d o n e  b y  s o m e o n e  e l s e ?  11 

Y o u  s a i d  T y  w a s  - - -  T y  C o l e m a n  w a s  12 

t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h a t ,  o r  w a s  i t  - - - ?  13 

A .  T i m  M a r t i n .  14 

Q .  T i m  M a r t i n .    15 

A .  I t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  b o t h .   I  t h i n k  16 

t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  t r y i n g  t o  17 

m a k e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  m i n e  r e s c u e .   18 

Q .  D i d  y o u  t a k e  a n y  p e r s o n a l  19 

n o t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ?  20 

A .  I  j o t t e d  d o w n  j u s t  a  f e w  n o t e s  21 

e a r l y  o n  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  22 

Q .  W e r e  t h o s e  n o t e s  a s k e d  f o r  o r  23 

d i d  I C G  p r o v i d e  t h o s e  n o t e s  t o  M S H A ?  24 

A .  N o .  25 
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Q .  W o u l d  i t  b e  p o s s i b l e  i f  w e  1 

w o u l d  r e q u e s t  t h e m  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  h a v e  2 

t h e m ?  3 

A .  Y e s .  4 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  5 

 W e ’ l l  t a k e  t h a t  u n d e r  6 

a d v i s e m e n t .  7 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  8 

 A l l  r i g h t .  9 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  10 

Q .  W e r e  t h e  t e l e p h o n e s  e v e r  11 

i n o p e r a t i v e  a t  t h e  m i n e ?   D i d  t h e y  12 

e v e r  g o  d o w n ?  13 

A .  N o t  t o  m y  k n o w l e d g e .    14 

Q .  L e t ’ s  s e e  h e r e .   Y o u  t a l k e d  15 

a b o u t  b o r e  h o l e s .   C o u l d  y o u  t e l l  u s  16 

a  l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  i f  y o u  h a d  a n y  17 

r o l e  i n  t h e  d r i l l i n g  o f  t h e m ,  s i t e  18 

s e l e c t i o n ,  a n y  o f  t h a t ?  19 

A .  V e r y  l i m i t e d .   I  d o  r e c a l l  a  20 

c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  J o e  M y e r s ,  t h e  21 

e n g i n e e r  o n - s i t e ,  c o n c e r n i n g  l o c a t i n g  22 

a  h o l e  j u s t  o n  t h e  m a p .   W e  h a d  a  m a p  23 

o f  t h e  m i n e  w o r k i n g s .   A n d  h e  a n d  I  24 

h a d  a  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  w h e r e  w e  c o u l d  25 
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p o s s i b l y  p l a c e  a  d r i l l .   B u t  i t  w a s  1 

r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f .   A n d  I  t h i n k  t h e  2 

g i s t  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w a s  t h a t  w e  3 

n e e d e d  t o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  h i t  a  4 

p a r t i c u l a r  s p o t  i n  t h e  m i n e ,  w e  j u s t  5 

n e e d e d  t o  g e t  t h e  h o l e  d r i l l e d  6 

q u i c k l y .   S o  w h a t e v e r  p l a c e  o n  t h e  7 

s u r f a c e  w o u l d  a l l o w  u s  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d  8 

t h e  f a s t e s t  w a s  w h e r e  w e  n e e d e d  t o  9 

g o .   S o  i t  w a s  a  g e n e r a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  10 

a l o n g  t h o s e  l i n e s  a n d  t h a t  w a s  a b o u t  11 

t h e  e x t e n t  o f  i t .  12 

Q .  W h a t  a b o u t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  13 

d r i l l i n g  c o m p a n i e s ?   I  u n d e r s t a n d  14 

s e v e r a l  d r i l l i n g  c o m p a n i e s  o f f e r e d  15 

a s s i s t a n c e  t o  S a g o  t o  d r i l l  h o l e s .   16 

D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  17 

p r o c e s s  t h a t  w a s  i n v o l v e d  a n d  w h o  - - -  18 

w h a t  d r i l l i n g  c o m p a n y  w a s  s e l e c t e d  19 

a n d  w h y ?  20 

A .  N o .  21 

Q .  A n d  w h y  o t h e r s  w e r e n ’ t ?    22 

A .  N o .   T h e  d r i l l  h a d  a l r e a d y  23 

b e e n  m o b i l i z e d  w h e n  I  a r r i v e d .  24 

Q .  W e l l ,  w h o  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  t h e   25 
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- - -  w h o  w o u l d  h a v e  s e l e c t e d  t h a t  1 

d r i l l i n g  t e a m ,  t h e  d r i l l i n g  c o m p a n y ?  2 

A .  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  3 

t h a t .  4 

Q .  O k a y .   S o  y o u  r e a l l y  - - -  a s  5 

f a r  a s  t h e  d r i l l  s i t e ,  t h e  d r i l l i n g ,  6 

y o u  w e r e n ’ t  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n y  o f  t h a t ,  7 

o n l y  t h a t  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  - - -  b r i e f  8 

c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  h a d ?  9 

A .  Y e s .  10 

Q .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h e n  t h e y  s t a r t e d  11 

t h e  d r i l l i n g ?  12 

A .  P r e c i s e l y ,  n o .  13 

Q .  O k a y .   D o  y o u  k n o w  i f  t h e y  h a d  14 

a n y  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  G P S  s u r v e y i n g  15 

g r a d e s ?  16 

A .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I  w a s  t o l d ,  a n d  17 

p a s s e d  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a l o n g  t o  t h e  18 

f a m i l i e s ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  h a v i n g  a  19 

d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  g e t t i n g  t h e  d r i l l  s e t .  20 

T h a t  t r a n s l a t e d  - - -  i t  t u r n s  o u t ,  i n  21 

h i n d s i g h t ,  t h a t  w a s  a  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  22 

o f  t h e  G P S  s u r v e y i n g  i s s u e s  a n d  t h e  23 

s i t e  d e v e l o p m e n t .   B u t  i n  o r d e r  f o r  24 

m e  t o  g i v e  a n  u p d a t e  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s ,  25 
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I  a s k e d  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  d r i l l i n g  1 

a n d  w a s  t o l d  t h e y  w e r e  h a v i n g  a  2 

d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  g e t t i n g  t h e  d r i l l  s e t .  3 

Q .  S o  a b o u t  h o w  l o n g  d i d  i t  t a k e  4 

f r o m  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  g u y s  d e c i d e d  5 

t o  d r i l l  t h a t  y o u  a c t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  6 

d r i l l i n g ?  7 

A .  W e l l ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  d r i l l  8 

a n d  m o b i l i z e  t h e  d r i l l  h a d  a l r e a d y  9 

b e e n  m a d e  w h e n  I  a r r i v e d  o n  t h e  s i t e .  10 

Q .  O k a y .   S o  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  11 

b e f o r e  l u n c h t i m e ?  12 

A .  I  w o u l d  t h i n k ,  y e s .  13 

Q .  A n d  w h e n  d i d  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  14 

b e g i n  d r i l l i n g ?   15 

A .  I ’ m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  o f  t h e  16 

p r e c i s e  t i m e ,  b u t  I  d o  r e c a l l  t h a t  17 

t h e  f i r s t  h o l e  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  m i n e  18 

e a r l y  m o r n i n g  o f  T u e s d a y  t h e  3 r d .  19 

Q .  A n d  t h e  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  w a s  a t  20 

S e c o n d  L e f t ;  i s n ’ t  t h a t  r i g h t ?  21 

A .  Y e s .  22 

Q .  A n d  w h y  d i d  y o u  d e c i d e  t o  23 

d r i l l  i n t o  S e c o n d  L e f t ?  24 

A .  B a s e d  o n  w h a t  w e  k n e w  a t  t h e  25 
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t i m e ,  w e  k n e w  t h a t  t h e  S e c o n d  L e f t  1 

c r e w  w a s  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n b y  t h e  2 

s w i t c h  a t  t h e  m o u t h  o f  T w o  L e f t .   S o  3 

n o t  k n o w i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n s i d e  t h e  4 

m i n e ,  w h e t h e r  w e  h a d  a  f i r e  o r  n o t ,  5 

w e  f e l t  l i k e  i t  w a s  t h e  b e s t  l o c a t i o n  6 

t o  d r i l l  t o w a r d  t h e  f a c e  o f  T w o  L e f t .  7 

Q .  S o  w e r e  y o u  p a r t  o f  t h e  8 

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  w h e n  t o  9 

s e n d  t h e  m i n e  r e s c u e  t e a m s  i n ?   Y o u  10 

s a i d  y o u  w e r e  i n  t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r .  11 

A n d  y o u  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  f i n a l i z e d  s o m e  12 

o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  w i t h  y o u .   S o  a s  t h e  13 

c o m m a n d  c e n t e r  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w e r e  14 

y o u  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  15 

c o m m a n d  c e n t e r ?  16 

A .  Y e s .  17 

Q .  S o  w h e n e v e r  a  d e c i s i o n  w a s  18 

m a d e  t o  e x p l o r e ,  w h e n  n o t  t o  e x p l o r e ,  19 

w h e n  t o  a d v a n c e ,  w h e n  t o  w i t h d r a w ,  20 

t h o s e  w e r e  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  m a d e  21 

b y  t h e  g r o u p ;  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  22 

A .  Y e s .  23 

Q .  S o  i t  w o u l d  b e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  24 

o f  I C G ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  25 
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F e d e r a l .   A n d  w a s  t h e r e  m i n e r s ’  1 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  2 

A .  N o .  3 

Q .  O k a y .   S o  t h o s e  t h r e e  e n t i t i e s  4 

u l t i m a t e l y  d e c i d e d  a l l  o f  - - -  t h e  5 

p r o c e d u r e  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  f o l l o w e d  6 

d u r i n g  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  r e c o v e r y ?  7 

A .  W e l l ,  a t  c e r t a i n  m i l e s t o n e s  i n  8 

t h e  p r o c e s s ,  w r i t t e n  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  9 

t h e  K  O r d e r  w o u l d  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  10 

M S H A  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  a p p r o v a l .   S o  11 

t h o s e  r e q u e s t s  w e r e  b e i n g  g e n e r a t e d  12 

b y  I C G .   A n d  t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  a n  13 

a p p r o v a l  p r o c e s s ,  w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  14 

a g e n c i e s  o n  s i t e .   N o w ,  t h a t  w a s  f o r  15 

t h e  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i t e m s  i n  t h e  16 

p l a n ,  y o u  m i g h t  s a y .    17 

 T h e  o t h e r  d e c i s i o n s ,  t h e  m o r e  18 

m i n o r  d e c i s i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  19 

m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  m i n e  r e s c u e  t e a m s  20 

a n d  s o  f o r t h  w a s  d o n e  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  21 

w i t h  a l l  t h r e e  a g e n c i e s  b y  t h e  t h r e e  22 

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r .  23 

Q .  O k a y .   T h i s  p r o c e s s  t h a t  y o u  24 

s a i d  a b o u t  s u b m i t t i n g  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  25 
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K  O r d e r ,  n o w ,  y o u  k n o w ,  i t  w a s  y o u r  1 

m i n e  a n d  y o u  w e r e  d i r e c t i n g  w h a t  y o u  2 

w a n t e d  t o  d o ,  b u t  i t  w a s  d o n e  a s  a n  3 

a p p r o v a l  p r o c e s s ?  4 

A .  Y e s .  5 

Q .  A n d  s o m e  t h i n g s  t h a t  y o u  6 

d i s c u s s e d  - - -  I  m e a n ,  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  7 

f o r m  o f  a  m e e t i n g ,  a  d i s c u s s i o n ,  8 

u n t i l  y o u  m e t  a  c o n s e n s u s ?  9 

A .  I t  v a r i e d .   I f  i s s u e s  c a m e  u p ,  10 

i n  t e r m s  o f  w h a t  w a s  r e q u i r e d ,  t h e n  11 

t h e r e  w e r e  t i m e s  w h e n  t h a t  w o u l d  12 

r e s u l t  i n  a  c o n f e r e n c e ,  i f  y o u  w i l l ,  13 

a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s ,  t o  r e s o l v e  14 

t h e  i s s u e  a n d  p u t  t h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  15 

r e q u e s t  c h a n g e s  i n  p l a c e .   S o  t h e  16 

i s s u e s  w e r e  r e s o l v e d  a n d  a  n e w  17 

m o d i f i c a t i o n  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  f o r  18 

a p p r o v a l .  19 

Q .  S o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h a p p e n e d  20 

w a s  a g r e e d  u p o n  b y  a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  i n  21 

t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r ;  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  22 

A .  Y e s .  23 

Q .  O k a y .   W h a t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  24 

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  l i k e  a  m a j o r  25 
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r e q u e s t  a n d  o n e  t h a t  d i d n ’ t  r e q u i r e  1 

o n e  t h a t  w a s  w r i t t e n ?    2 

O F F  R E C O R D  D I S C U S S I O N  3 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  4 

Q .  O k a y .   W h a t  w e r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  5 

m a j o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  w e r e  6 

m a d e ?  7 

A .  T h e  f i r s t  e x a m p l e  t h a t  c o m e s  8 

t o  m i n d  i s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  m i n e  i t s e l f .  9 

Q .  O k a y .  10 

A .  T h e  K  w a s  i n  p l a c e .   I n  o r d e r  11 

t o  m o d i f y  t h e  K  t o  a l l o w  m e n  t o  e n t e r  12 

i n t o  t h e  m i n e  r e q u i r e d  a  w r i t t e n  p l a n  13 

w i t h  a p p r o v a l s  b y  M S H A  a n d  t h e  S t a t e .  14 

T h e r e  w e r e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .   A s  I  15 

r e c a l l ,  t h e  p l a n  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  a n d  i t  16 

d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t h e  g a s  r e a d i n g s  17 

a t t a c h e d .   M S H A  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  18 

g a s  r e a d i n g s  b e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  p l a n ,  19 

s o  t h o s e  r e a d i n g s  w e r e  o b t a i n e d ,  20 

c o p i e d ,  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  p l a n  a n d  21 

r e s u b m i t t e d  f o r  a p p r o v a l .  22 

 T h i s  a l l  h a p p e n e d  j u s t  o v e r  23 

t h e  c o u r s e  o f  m i n u t e s .   B u t  t h a t ’ s  a n  24 

e x a m p l e  o f  a  w r i t t e n  m o d i f i c a t i o n  t o  25 
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t h e  K .   A n  e x a m p l e  o f  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  1 

w e r e  m a d e  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  w r i t t e n  w e r e  2 

d e c i s i o n s  s u c h  a s  h o w  f a r  t o  a d v a n c e  3 

t h e  f r e s h  a i r  b a s e .   T h o s e  s o r t s  o f  4 

d e c i s i o n s  w e r e  a g r e e d  u p o n  v e r b a l l y  5 

b y  t h o s e  i n  t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r .   6 

Q .  S o  w e r e  y o u  a c t u a l l y  i n v o l v e d  7 

i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i n  t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r  8 

t o  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  e x p l o r e  t h e  m i n e  9 

f r o m  t h e  p o r t a l ?   A n d  w h o  e l s e  m i g h t  10 

h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  d e c i s i o n ?  11 

A .  I ’ m  n o t  s u r e  I  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r  12 

q u e s t i o n .  13 

Q .  O k a y .   T h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  b e g a n  14 

a t  t h e  p o r t a l .   N o w ,  a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  15 

a g r e e d  t o  b e g i n  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  a t  16 

t h e  m i n d  p o r t a l  a n d  t h e n  a d v a n c i n g ?  17 

A .  Y e s .  18 

Q .  S o  w h o  w o u l d  b e  t h e  c o m p a n y  19 

p e r s o n  w h o  w o u l d  m a k e  t h a t  c a l l ,  i n  20 

t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r ?  21 

A .  I  w o u l d  i m a g i n e  t h a t  w o u l d  22 

h a v e  b e e n  T y  C o l e m a n .  23 

Q .  O k a y .   S o  a l l  o f  t h e  24 

d e c i s i o n s ,  t h e n ,  a s  f a r  a s  25 
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e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  r e s c u e  r e c o v e r y  w e r e  1 

d o n e  b y  T y ?  2 

A .  N o t  a l l  t h e  d e c i s i o n s ,  n o .  3 

Q .  O k a y .   W h o  e l s e  w o u l d  h a v e  4 

b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t ?  5 

A .  A  v a r i e t y  o f  p e o p l e  o n  I C G ’ s  6 

p a r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  C h u c k  D u n b a r .   H e  w a s  7 

t h e  G M .   J o h n n y  S t e m p l e ,  o n e  o f  o u r  8 

s a f e t y  m a n a g e r s .   T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r s .  9 

M o s t l y  p e o p l e  w i t h  m i n e  r e s c u e  10 

e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  w i t h  - - -  a c t i n g  i n  11 

s o m e  c a p a c i t y  i n  t h e  s a f e t y  e f f o r t  12 

f o r  I C G .   13 

Q .  A n d  d i d  y o u  h a v e  a n y  - - -  a t  14 

a n y  t i m e  m a k e  a n y  o f  t h o s e  d e c i s i o n s ?  15 

A .  M e  p e r s o n a l l y ?  16 

Q .  Y e s .  17 

A .  N o t  t h a t  I  r e c a l l ,  n o .  18 

Q .  O k a y .  19 

A .  I  t h i n k  w e  h a d  a n  I C G  20 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r  21 

a t  a l l  t i m e s .  22 

Q .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h e t h e r  O n e  R i g h t  23 

o r  S e c o n d  R i g h t  w e r e  e x p l o r e d  b y  t h e  24 

t e a m s  a s  t h e y  p r o g r e s s e d  i n t o  t h e  25 
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m i n e ?  1 

A .  A r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  O n e  2 

R i g h t  o r  O n e  L e f t ?  3 

Q .  O n e  R i g h t  a n d  S e c o n d  R i g h t .  4 

A .  O n e  R i g h t  a n d  S e c o n d  R i g h t .   5 

I f  t h e y  w e r e  e x p l o r e d ,  i t  w a s  d o n e  o n  6 

a  m i n i m a l  b a s i s .   T h e y  w e r e  n o t  7 

t h o r o u g h l y  e x p l o r e d ,  n o .  8 

Q .  C o u l d  y o u  t e l l  m e  w h y ?   W h a t  9 

w a s  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e y  w e r e n ’ t ?  10 

A .  B e c a u s e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w e  w e r e  11 

c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  m e n  w h o  w e r e  12 

u n a c c o u n t e d  f o r  w e r e  f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  13 

m i n e .   W e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  14 

i n b y  t h e  F i r s t  L e f t  s w i t c h  s o m e w h e r e ,  15 

s o  w e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  e x p e d i t e  t h e  16 

s e a r c h  e f f o r t  t o  t h a t  a r e a  a s  q u i c k l y  17 

a s  p o s s i b l e .   18 

Q .  S o  t h a t ,  a g a i n ,  w a s  a l s o  a  19 

g r o u p  d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r ?  20 

A .  Y e s .  21 

Q .  O k a y .   A n d  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  O n e  22 

L e f t  s e c t i o n ,  i t  w a s  - - -  d o  y o u  k n o w  23 

i f  O n e  L e f t  w a s  e x p l o r e d  b e f o r e  t h e y  24 

t r a v e l e d  i n t o  t h e  S e c o n d  L e f t  a r e a ?  25 
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A .  O n e  L e f t  w a s  e x p l o r e d  t o  a  1 

l i m i t e d  e x t e n t .   I  r e c a l l  t h e  m i n e  2 

r e s c u e  t e a m s  t r a v e l e d  a  s h o r t  3 

d i s t a n c e  u p  i n t o  O n e  L e f t  t o  e v a l u a t e  4 

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  b e f o r e  w e  a d v a n c e d  5 

f u r t h e r .  6 

Q .  A n d  w a s  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  m a d e  7 

b a s e d  o n  t h e  l a s t  b i t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  8 

y o u  g a v e  m e  a b o u t  p a s s i n g  O n e  R i g h t ?  9 

A .  Y e s .  10 

Q .  O k a y .   D o  y o u  k n o w  i f  t h e y  11 

e x p l o r e d  i n t o  t h e  o l d  S e c o n d  L e f t  12 

s e a l  a r e a ?  13 

A .  Y e s .   T h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  14 

i n s p e c t  t h e  s e a l s  p r i o r  t o  a d v a n c i n g  15 

i n t o  T w o  L e f t .  16 

Q .  A n d  w h a t  w a s  t h e  r e a s o n ?   W h y  17 

d i d  t h e y  d o  t h a t ?   W a s  i t  s u s p e c t e d ?  18 

A .  T h e r e  w a s  a  c o n c e r n  t h a t  t h e  19 

a i r  t h a t  w a s  b e i n g  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  20 

t h e  f a c e s  o f  T w o  L e f t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  21 

s q u e e z e  b y  t h o s e  s e a l s .   S o  p r i o r  t o  22 

a d v a n c i n g  i n t o  T w o  L e f t ,  i t  w a s  23 

a g r e e d  t o  i n s p e c t  t h o s e  s e a l s  a n d  24 

c o n f i r m  t h a t  t h e  v e n t i l a t i o n  w o u l d ,  25 
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i n d e e d ,  b e  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  o r  b y  1 

t h e m .  2 

Q .  W o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  t a k e  a  s h o r t  3 

b r e a k ?  4 

A .  S u r e .  5 

S H O R T  B R E A K  T A K E N  6 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  7 

 O k a y .   L e t ’ s  g o  b a c k  o n  8 

t h e  r e c o r d .   M r .  R u t l e d g e ,  d o  9 

y o u  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  y o u ’ d  l i k e  10 

t o  f o l l o w  u p  o n ?  11 

 M R .  R U T L E D G E :  12 

 Y e s .   I f  e i t h e r  o f  y o u  13 

a l l  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  14 

r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  p r o c e e d i n g s .   15 

T h i s  i s  c o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  16 

f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  t h e r e .   T h a t  17 

c a r d  i s  f o r  B r i a n  M i l l s ,  w h o ’ s  18 

t h e  i n s p e c t o r  a t  l a r g e  o f  t h a t  19 

r e g i o n .  20 

B Y  M R .  R U T L E D G E :  21 

Q .  I ’ d  l i k e  t o  a s k  y o u  - - - .   Y o u  22 

m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  a b o u t  t h e  m i n e  23 

b e i n g  c h a n g e d  f r o m  A n k e r  t o  S a g o  o r  24 

t o  W o l f  C r e e k ,  a s  a  s u b s i d i a r y .   D o  25 
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y o u  h a v e  a n y  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a n y  s t a t e  1 

p e r m i t s  t h a t  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  a n y  2 

p e r m i t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  d o n e  w i t h  3 

t h e  S t a t e  o f  W e s t  V i r g i n i a ?  4 

A .  I t ’ s  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  5 

t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  S t a t e  p e r m i t s  6 

b e i n g  t r a n s f e r r e d  a t  t h e  t i m e .     7 

Q .  O k a y .   T h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  8 

t r a n s f e r r e d .   Y o u ’ r e  n o t  a w a r e  o f  9 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  s t i l l  10 

l i s t e d  a s  A n k e r  o r  s t i l l  l i s t e d  a s    11 

- - -  o r  h a d  b e e n  c h a n g e d  t o  S a g o  w i t h  12 

t h e  S t a t e ?  13 

A .  N o ,  I ’ m  n o t  a w a r e .  14 

Q .  O k a y .   W h o  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  t h e  15 

d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  m a k e  t h e  16 

p e r m i t  c h a n g e s  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e ?  17 

A .  I t  w o u l d  h a v e  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  18 

I C G ’ s  l e g a l  d e p a r t m e n t .   W h o  e x a c t l y  19 

w a s  p u r s u i n g  t h a t  e f f o r t ,  I ’ m  n o t  20 

s u r e .    21 

Q .  O k a y .   Y o u  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l y  o n  22 

a  d e c i s i o n  m a d e  t o  s e n d  t e a m s  23 

u n d e r g r o u n d ,  a n d  o f  T y  C o l e m a n  b e i n g  24 

i n  t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r  a s  a  25 
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r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  I C G .   C a n  y o u  1 

r e c a l l  w h o  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  f o r  2 

e i t h e r  t h e  S t a t e  o r  M S H A ?  3 

A .  N o ,  I  d o n ’ t  r e c a l l .   T h e r e  4 

w e r e  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  f o r  b o t h  p a r t i e s .  5 

I  d o  r e m e m b e r  J o h n  C o l l i n s  w a s  t h e r e  6 

a  g o o d  b i t .   P a t  V a n o v e r ,  I  t h i n k  i s  7 

h i s  l a s t  n a m e ,  f o r  M S H A ,  w a s  t h e r e .   8 

M r .  A l o s s a  ( p h o n e t i c )  f o r  M S H A .   I  9 

d o n ’ t  r e c a l l  h i s  f i r s t  n a m e .   I ’ m  10 

s u r e  i f  I  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t  l o n g e r ,  I  11 

c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  c o m e  u p  w i t h  m o r e  12 

n a m e s ,  b u t  t h a t ’ s  a l l  t h a t  c o m e s  t o  13 

m i n d  r i g h t  n o w .  14 

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .   T h a n k s .   A n d  y o u  15 

a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  h a v i n g  t o  m a k e  a  p l a n  16 

a n d  h a v e  t h a t  p l a n  a p p r o v e d  b y  M S H A .  17 

H o w  d e t a i l e d  w e r e  t h e s e  p l a n s ?   A r e  18 

t h e y  o n e  s e n t e n c e ,  o n e  p a r a g r a p h ,  o n e  19 

p a g e ?   Y o u  k n o w ,  h o w  - - - ?  20 

A .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  p a g e .   T h e y  21 

w e r e  n o t  g r e a t l y - d e t a i l e d  p l a n s ,  n o .   22 

Q .  O k a y .   S o  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e y  23 

w e r e  p r e t t y  b r i e f  a n d  c o n c i s e ?  24 

A .  Y e s ,  t h e y  w e r e  b r i e f .   I t  w a s  25 
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a  m o d i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  K .   S o  i t  w a s  a  1 

s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  c o v e r e d  w h a t  o u r  n e x t  2 

s t e p  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e .   S o  i n  t h a t  3 

s e n s e ,  i t  w a s  b r i e f .  4 

  M R .  R U T L E D G E :  5 

 O k a y .   T h a t ’ s  a l l  t h e  6 

q u e s t i o n s  I  h a v e  r i g h t  n o w .  7 

T h a n k s .  8 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  9 

 I  h a v e  a  c o u p l e    10 

f o l l o w - u p  q u e s t i o n s  o n  - - - .  11 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  12 

Q .  Y o u  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  13 

m a p p i n g  i s s u e ,  a  n e e d  f o r  m a p s .   H o w  14 

w a s  i t  r e s o l v e d ?  15 

A .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m a p s  w e r e  16 

p l o t t e d  o n - s i t e ,  s o  h o n e s t l y  I  d o n ’ t  17 

r e c a l l  i f  a d d i t i o n a l  m a p s  w e r e  18 

b r o u g h t  i n  f r o m  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  o r  19 

n o t .   I  j u s t  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  t e a m s  t h a t  20 

n e e d e d  m a p s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  m a p s  a n d  t h e  21 

i s s u e  w a s  r e s o l v e d .    22 

Q .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a n  o u t s i d e  f i r m  23 

t h a t  d o e s  t h e  m a p p i n g ?  24 

A .  Y e s .  25 
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Q .  A n d  w h o  w o u l d  t h a t  b e ?  1 

A .  A l p h a  E n g i n e e r i n g .  2 

Q .  S o  t h e y ’ r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  3 

s u r v e y i n g ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  - - -  4 

A .  Y e s .  5 

Q .  - - -  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  6 

m a p s ?  7 

A .  P r i m a r i l y ,  y e s .  8 

Q .  O k a y .    9 

A .  T h e y ’ r e  d i g i t a l  m a p s ,  s o  w e  10 

h a v e  o u r  s t a f f  t h a t  m a k e  11 

m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e m .   B u t  t h e y  a r e  12 

p r i m a r i l y  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  m a p s  13 

u p  t o  d a t e .  14 

Q .  O k a y .   Y o u  s a i d  t h a t  n o w  y o u  15 

w e r e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  g e t t i n g  t h e  m i n e  16 

r e s c u e  t e a m s  u n d e r g r o u n d .   W h a t  s o r t  17 

o f  i s s u e s  d i d  y o u  e n c o u n t e r  a n d  h o w  18 

w e r e  t h o s e  r e s o l v e d ?  19 

A .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  20 

b r i e f i n g  t h e  t e a m s ,  w h i c h  g o e s  b a c k  21 

t o  t h e  m a p p i n g  i s s u e ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  22 

t e a m s  w i t h  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m a p s  t h e y  23 

n e e d ,  g e t t i n g  t h e  t e a m s  o r g a n i z e d .   24 

I n  m y  m i n d  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  b r i e f i n g  25 
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p r o c e s s  t h a t  w a s  u n d e r  w a y  a n d  t h e  1 

d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  w h o  w o u l d  b e  t h e  2 

f i r s t  t e a m  i n s i d e .   T h e r e  w a s  3 

d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  4 

e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  t h e  t e a m s  h a d .   A n d  5 

t h a t  i t  w a s  - - -  a n  e f f o r t  w a s  m a d e  t o  6 

p u t  t h e  m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  t e a m s  i n s i d e  7 

f i r s t .   S o  t h e r e  w a s  a  p r i o r i t i z a t i o n  8 

u n d e r  w a y .   O f  t h e  t e a m s  t h a t  w e r e  9 

f e l t  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  c a p a b l e  w e r e  t h e  10 

t e a m s  t h a t  w e r e  m o v e d  t o  t h e  h e a d  o f  11 

t h e  l i s t .    12 

 S o ,  a g a i n ,  i t  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  b e  13 

t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  t h a t  w e  p o s s i b l y  14 

c o u l d  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e .   S o  t h o s e  15 

i s s u e s  w e r e  t h e  i s s u e s  I  w a s  16 

r e f e r r i n g  t o .  17 

Q .  C o u l d  y o u  d i s c u s s  t h e  18 

c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t  w i t h  t h e  C o n s o l  19 

t e a m s  a n d  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ?  20 

A .  I n  w h a t  w a y ?  21 

Q .  H o w  w e r e  t h e y  c o n t a c t e d ?   W h o  22 

c o n t a c t e d  t h e m ?   H o w  m a n y  t e a m s  23 

a g r e e d  t o  c o m e  a n d  a s s i s t ?  24 

A .  W e l l ,  j u s t  i n  g e n e r a l ,  l e t  m e  25 
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s a y  t h a t  t h e  C o n s o l  t e a m s  p e r f o r m e d  1 

o u t s t a n d i n g l y .   W e  w e r e  v e r y  2 

f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  t h e m  a t  t h e  3 

l o c a t i o n .   T h e y  p e r f o r m e d  w e l l .   A s  4 

f a r  a s  n o t i f i c a t i o n s  g o ,  t h a t  w a s  a l l  5 

d o n e  p r i o r  t o  m y  a r r i v i n g .   I  w a s  n o t  6 

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  7 

a t  a l l .    8 

 B u t  i n  t e r m s  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  9 

w i t h  C o n s o l ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  p r o c e s s  o f  10 

b r i e f i n g  t h a t  w e n t  o n  t h a t  w a s  v e r y  11 

d e t a i l e d  a s  i t  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n .   12 

T h e r e  w e r e  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  t h e r e ,  13 

m y s e l f  i n c l u d e d ,  w h o  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  14 

e x p o s e d  t o  a  d i s a s t e r  o f  t h i s  15 

m a g n i t u d e .   T h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  a n d  16 

t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  t h a t  t h e y  17 

d e m o n s t r a t e d  w a s  a d m i r a b l e .   S o  w e  18 

t o o k  w h a t e v e r  t i m e  i t  t o o k  t o  g e t  19 

t h e m  b r i e f e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e y  20 

w e r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  g o i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  21 

m i n e .   S o  I  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y  i s s u e s  22 

w i t h  c o o p e r a t i o n .    23 

Q .  O k a y .   L e t  m e  j u s t  c l a r i f y  t h e  24 

p l a n s .   Y o u  s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  o n e - p a g e  25 
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h a n d w r i t t e n  p l a n s .   N o w ,  t h o s e  w e r e  1 

p l a n s  t h a t  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  b y  y o u ,  t h e  2 

c o m p a n y ,  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  3 

a n d  F e d e r a l  f o r  a p p r o v a l ?  4 

A .  I  d o n ’ t  r e c a l l  t h a t  a l l  t h e  5 

p l a n s  w e r e  h a n d w r i t t e n .   S o m e  o f  t h e  6 

p l a n s  w e r e  t y p e d .  7 

Q .  W e l l ,  I  d i d n ’ t  m e a n  8 

h a n d w r i t t e n ,  b u t  I  m e a n  - - - .  9 

A .  R e p e a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  p l e a s e .  10 

Q .  T h e y  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  - - -  11 

A .  Y e s .  12 

Q .  - - -  i n  w r i t i n g ,  e i t h e r  t y p e d  13 

f o r m  o r  w r i t t e n ?    14 

A .  Y e s .  15 

Q .  A n d  t h o s e  p l a n s  - - -  y o u r  16 

c o m p a n y  w o u l d  e v a l u a t e  s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  17 

d e c i d e  t o  p r o c e e d  i n  a  m a n n e r  a n d  18 

s a y ,  l e t ’ s  t r y  t h i s .   A n d  y o u  w o u l d  19 

g i v e  i t  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  l o o k  20 

a t  i t  a n d  s a y  y e s  o r  n o ,  o r  w e  n e e d  21 

t o  h a v e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  m o r e  o r  - - - ?  22 

A .  I t  w a s  a n  a p p r o v a l  p r o c e s s .  23 

Q .  O k a y .    24 

A .  A r e  y o u  a s k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  25 



 
 

S argent's Court Reporting Service, Inc. 
(814) 536-8908 

52  

p r o c e s s ?  1 

Q .  I ’ m  a s k i n g  a b o u t  h o w  d i d  t h a t  2 

p l a n  - - -  u l t i m a t e l y ,  h o w  w a s  i t  3 

d e v e l o p e d ?     4 

A .  W e l l ,  I  t h i n k  t h e  e x a m p l e  I  5 

g a v e  y o u  b e f o r e ,  a b o u t  e n t e r i n g  t h e  6 

m i n e ,  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h a t  7 

p r o c e s s .   T h e r e  w a s  a  r e q u e s t  t o  8 

s u b m i t  a  p l a n  a s  t o  w h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  9 

s t e p s  w o u l d  b e .   T h a t  p l a n  w a s  10 

g e n e r a t e d ,  s u b m i t t e d  f o r  r e v i e w .   11 

T h e r e  w e r e  c o n c e r n s .   F o r  i n s t a n c e  i n  12 

t h i s  c a s e  t h e  a t t a c h m e n t  o f  t h e  g a s  13 

r e a d i n g s .    14 

 T h e  p l a n  w a s  g i v e n  b a c k  t o  u s  15 

f o r  c o r r e c t i o n .   W e  a t t a c h e d  t h e  g a s  16 

r e a d i n g s .   T h e  p l a n  w a s  r e s u b m i t t e d  17 

a n d  a p p r o v e d .  18 

Q .  O k a y .   19 

A .  S o  t h e r e  w a s  a  p r o c e s s  t h e r e  20 

t h a t  w o r k e d  i n  t h a t  w a y .   21 

Q .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  o t h e r  e x a m p l e s  22 

o f  t h a t  p r o c e s s ?  23 

A .  N o .  24 

Q .  O k a y .   T h e r e  w a s  a  d e c i s i o n  25 
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t h a t  w a s  m a d e  f o r  t h e  t e a m s  t o  1 

a d v a n c e  a n d  e x t e n d  t h e  d i s t a n c e  p a s t  2 

t h e  f r e s h  a i r  b a s e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  3 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  e x t e n d e d  4 

b e y o n d  n o r m a l  m i n e  r e s c u e  p r a c t i c e s .  5 

W h o  u l t i m a t e l y  m a d e  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  a n d  6 

w h y  w a s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  m a d e ?  7 

A .  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w .   I  w a s  n o t  i n  8 

t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r  w h e n  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  9 

w a s  m a d e .  10 

Q .  O k a y .   W e r e  y o u  i n  t h e  c o m m a n d  11 

c e n t e r  w h e n  t h e  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  c a m e  12 

o u t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  m i n e r s  w e r e  a l i v e ?  13 

A .  N o .  14 

Q .  O k a y .   D o  y o u  h a v e  a n  o p i n i o n  15 

w h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  e x p l o s i o n ?  16 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  17 

 L e t  m e  o b j e c t  h e r e  a n d  18 

j u s t  s a y  t h a t  h e  c a n  t e l l  w h a t  19 

h e  k n o w s ,  f a c t u a l l y .  20 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  21 

 O k a y .  22 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  23 

 B u t  h e ’ s  n o t  s p e a k i n g  24 

a s  t o  a n y  k i n d  o f  25 
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i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a c t i o n  t h a t  h e ’ s  1 

t a k e n .   A n d  h e ’ s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  2 

a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  c o m p a n y  t o  3 

e x p r e s s  a n y  k i n d  o f  o p i n i o n .  4 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  5 

 A n d  j u s t  f o r  6 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  y o u  s a y  h e ’ s  7 

n o t  s p e a k i n g  a s  t o  a n y  8 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  h e  h a s  9 

t a k e n ?  10 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  11 

 H e  i s  t a k i n g  o r  h a s  12 

t a k e n .    13 

A .  R e p e a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  p l e a s e .  14 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  15 

Q .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a n  o p i n i o n  w h a t  16 

c a u s e d  t h e  e x p l o s i o n ?  17 

A .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  18 

o c c u r r e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a  l i g h t n i n g  19 

s t r i k e  i g n i t i n g  m e t h a n e  i n b y  t h e  20 

s e a l e d  a r e a .  21 

Q .  W h a t ’ s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h a t  22 

o p i n i o n ?  23 

  A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  24 

 A g a i n ,  h e ’ s  n o t  25 



 
 

S argent's Court Reporting Service, Inc. 
(814) 536-8908 

55  

a u t h o r i z e d  t o  g i v e  a n y  k i n d  o f  1 

b a s i s ,  - - -  2 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  3 

 O k a y .  4 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  5 

 - - -  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  6 

f a c t s  t h a t  h e  k n o w s .  7 

O F F  R E C O R D  D I S C U S S I O N   8 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  9 

Q .  D o  y o u  k n o w  h o w  t h e  l i g h t n i n g  10 

t r a v e l e d  i n t o  t h e  s e a l e d  a r e a ?   A n y  11 

h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  - - - ?  12 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  13 

 A g a i n ,  I ’ d  a s k  h i m  n o t  14 

t o  s p e c u l a t e ,  u n l e s s  h e  k n o w s .  15 

A .  I ’ d  r a t h e r  n o t  s p e c u l a t e .  16 

  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  17 

 O k a y .  18 

O F F  R E C O R D  D I S C U S S I O N  19 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  20 

Q .  A r e  t h e r e  a n y  f a c t s  t h a t  y o u  21 

k n o w  t h a t  a l l o w s  y o u  t o  c o m e  t o  t h a t  22 

c o n c l u s i o n ?  23 

A .  O n  a  p e r s o n a l  b a s i s ,  n o .  24 

Q .  O n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b a s i s ?  25 



 
 

S argent's Court Reporting Service, Inc. 
(814) 536-8908 

56  

A .  C o m e  t o  e x a c t l y  w h a t  1 

c o n c l u s i o n ?  2 

Q .  T h a t  l i g h t n i n g  c a u s e d  t h e  3 

e x p l o s i o n .  4 

  A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  5 

 W h a t ’ s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  6 

b e t w e e n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  a  7 

p e r s o n a l  b a s i s ?   I  m e a n ,  h e ’ s  8 

t o l d  y o u  n o .  9 

 M R .  S T U A R T :  10 

 N o w ,  c a n  w e  g e t  a n  11 

a n s w e r  f r o m  t h e  w i t n e s s ?  12 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  13 

 G o  a h e a d  a n d  a n s w e r .  14 

A .  N o .  15 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  16 

Q .  W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  t h e  s e a l s  17 

f a i l e d ?  18 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  19 

 A g a i n ,  l e t  m e  c a u t i o n  20 

a g a i n s t  a n y  k i n d  o f  o p i n i o n .  21 

A .  I ’ d  r a t h e r  n o t  s p e c u l a t e .  22 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  23 

Q .  H a s  I C G  c o n d u c t e d  a n  24 

i n d e p e n d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  25 
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a c c i d e n t ?  1 

A .  I C G  i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  2 

c o n d u c t i n g  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .    3 

Q .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h o  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  4 

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  5 

  A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  6 

 L e t  m e  i n s t r u c t  h i m  n o t  7 

t o  a n s w e r  t h a t .  8 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  9 

 O n  w h a t  b a s i s ?  10 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  11 

 H e ’ s  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  12 

s p e a k  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  13 

c o m p a n y .   T h a t ’ s  a  q u e s t i o n  t o  14 

t h e  c o m p a n y ,  n o t  t o  h i m  a b o u t  15 

w h a t  f a c t s  t h a t  h e  k n o w s  16 

p e r s o n a l l y  a b o u t  t h i s  17 

i n c i d e n t .  18 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  19 

 W e l l ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  20 

q u e s t i o n  w a s ,  d o e s  h e  - - - .   21 

W h a t  w a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n ?  22 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  23 

 W h o ’ s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  24 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  25 
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 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  1 

 A g a i n ,  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  2 

h e ’ s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  s a y  t h a t .  3 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  4 

 W e l l ,  i f  f a c t u a l l y  h e  5 

k n o w s  t h a t  - - -  i f  h e  k n o w s ,  6 

c a n  h e  c a n  a n s w e r  i t ?  7 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  8 

 N o t  i f  t h o s e  f a c t s  a r e  9 

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t ’ s  h e l d  b y  t h e  10 

c o m p a n y .   T h a t ’ s  b e s t  d i r e c t e d  11 

t o  t h e  c o m p a n y .    12 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  13 

 J u s t  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  14 

h e ’ s  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  15 

o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y .  16 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  17 

 T h a t ’ s  r i g h t .   Y o u  18 

d o n ’ t  s p e a k  f o r  M S H A  e i t h e r ,  19 

r i g h t ,  b u t  y o u ’ r e  t h e i r  20 

a t t o r n e y ?  21 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  22 

 I ’ m  n o t  g o i n g  t h e r e .  23 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  24 

 O k a y .  25 
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 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  1 

 I ’ m  n o t  a n s w e r i n g  t h e  2 

q u e s t i o n s ,  y o u r  c l i e n t  i s .  3 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  4 

 I  u n d e r s t a n d .   I  g o t  5 

y o u .  6 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  7 

 G o  a h e a d .  8 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  9 

Q .  D o  y o u  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  i s s u a n c e  10 

o f  a  r e p o r t ?  11 

A .  Y e s .  12 

( K i t t s  E x h i b i t  O n e  13 

m a r k e d  f o r  14 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . )  15 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  16 

Q .  W e  h a v e  a  - - -  a r e  y o u  f a m i l i a r  17 

w i t h  t h i s  d o c u m e n t ?   I t ’ s  a  p r e s s  18 

r e l e a s e  f r o m  I C G .    19 

W I T N E S S  R E V I E W S  D O C U M E N T    20 

A .  I s  t h e r e  a  q u e s t i o n ?  21 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  22 

Q .  Y e s .   A r e  y o u  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  23 

t h i s  r e p o r t ?  24 

A .  Y e s .  25 
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Q .  A n d  h o w  d i d  t h i s  r e p o r t  - - -  1 

h o w  w a s  i t  f o r m u l a t e d ?  2 

A .  A s  i n  - - -  3 

Q .  H o w  d i d  - - - ?  4 

A .  - - -  w h o  w r o t e  i t ,  w h o  5 

d e v e l o p e d  i t ?  6 

Q .  Y e s .  7 

A .  I t  w a s  a n  e f f o r t  o n  t h e  p a r t  8 

o f  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e .    9 

Q .  A n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t e a m  o f  s o m e  10 

s o r t ?  11 

A .  T h e r e  i s  n o  f o r m a l  12 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t e a m ,  n o .  13 

Q .  W e l l ,  w h o  w o u l d  h a v e  w r i t t e n  14 

t h i s  d o c u m e n t ?  15 

  A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  16 

 A g a i n ,  t h a t ’ s  a  17 

q u e s t i o n  t h a t  g o e s  t o  t h e  18 

c o m p a n y .  19 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  20 

 O k a y .  21 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  22 

 E v e n  i f  h e ,  i n  f a c t ,  23 

k n o w s  t h e  a n s w e r ?   A s  a  m a t t e r  24 

o f  f a c t ?  25 
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 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  1 

 I  t h i n k  h e  c a n ’ t  s p e a k  2 

o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y .  3 

 M R .  S T U A R T :  4 

 H e  c a n  s p e a k  o n  h i s  o w n  5 

b e h a l f  a n d  w h a t  h e  k n o w s .    6 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  7 

 R i g h t .   B u t  h e  c a n ’ t  8 

s p e a k  f o r  t h e  c o m p a n y .   A n d  9 

t h a t ’ s  a  c o m p a n y  q u e s t i o n .  10 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  11 

 N o .   I t  w a s n ’ t  a s k e d  a s  12 

a  c o m p a n y  q u e s t i o n .   13 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  14 

 I  k n o w ,  b u t  i t  i s  a  15 

c o m p a n y  q u e s t i o n .    16 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :   17 

 W e l l ,  t h a t ’ s  y o u r  18 

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n ,  n o t  o u r s .  19 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  20 

 W e l l ,  t h a t ’ s  t h e  21 

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  t h a t  h e ’ s   22 

g o i n g  t o  g o  b y .   23 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :   24 

 S o  y o u ’ r e  25 
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c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  h i s  a n s w e r .  1 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  2 

 N o .   W h a t  I ’ m  d o i n g  i s  3 

t a k i n g  w h a t  y o u ’ v e  a s k e d  h i m .  4 

I  r e p r e s e n t  t h i s  m a n .   A n d  h e  5 

c a n ’ t  s p e a k  f o r  t h e  c o m p a n y .   6 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :   7 

 W e  a s k e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  8 

t o  h i m ,  t h o u g h ,  d i r e c t l y ,  t o  9 

s e e  i f  h e  h a s  f u n c t i o n a l  10 

k n o w l e d g e .  11 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  12 

 I  u n d e r s t a n d .  13 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :   14 

 A r e  y o u  d i r e c t i n g  h i m  15 

n o t  t o  a n s w e r ?  16 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  17 

 T h a t ’ s  r i g h t .      18 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :   19 

 A n d ,  a g a i n ,  j u s t  f o r  20 

t h e  r e c o r d ,  - - -  21 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  22 

 Y e s .  23 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :   24 

 - - -  w h a t  b a s i s  i s  t h a t  25 
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o n ?  1 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  2 

 B e c a u s e  h e  c a n ’ t  s p e a k  3 

f o r  t h e  c o m p a n y .   4 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :   5 

 E v e n  i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  h e  6 

k n o w s  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  7 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  8 

 T h a t ’ s  e x a c t l y  r i g h t .  9 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  10 

 M i k e ,  d o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  11 

f o l l o w - u p  q u e s t i o n s ?  12 

 M R .  R U T L E D G E :  13 

 Y e s .  14 

B Y  M R .  R U T L E D G E :  15 

Q .  I f  y o u  w o u l d n ’ t  m i n d  g o i n g  16 

b a c k  t o  e a r l y  o n  w h e n  y o u  a r r i v e d  a t  17 

t h e  m i n e  a n d  y o u  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  C O  18 

l e v e l s  i n  t h e  m i n e  o f f i c e  a n d  p e o p l e  19 

b e i n g  e v a c u a t e d  a n d  s o  o n .  20 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  21 

Q .  D o  y o u  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  t i m e  t h a t  22 

w a s ,  a  b e s t  g u e s s t i m a t e ?  23 

A .  I ’ d  e s t i m a t e  b e t w e e n  n o o n  a n d  24 

o n e  o ’ c l o c k  - - -  25 
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Q .  O k a y .   1 

A .  - - -  o n  M o n d a y ,  t h e  2 n d .  2 

Q .  A n d  a t  s o m e t i m e  d u r i n g  t h i s ,  3 

w a s  e v e r y o n e  o u t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e ?   W a s  4 

e v e r y o n e  r e q u i r e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  5 

o f f i c e ?   Y o u  s p o k e  a b o u t  s o m e  f a m i l y  6 

m e m b e r s  b e i n g  r e l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  7 

c h u r c h ,  o r  s o m e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  l e a v i n g .  8 

D i d  e v e r y b o d y  l e a v e  t h e  o f f i c e       9 

o r  - - - ?  10 

A .  N o .   11 

Q .  O k a y .   S o  e v e n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  12 

t i m e  t h e r e  w e r e  p e o p l e ,  w h o e v e r  t h e y  13 

m i g h t  b e ,  t h a t  w e r e  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  14 

o f f i c e  a n d  c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  i n  15 

t h e r e ?  16 

A .  T h a t ’ s  c o r r e c t .  17 

Q .  O k a y .   A l s o ,  w e  a s k e d  e a r l i e r  18 

a b o u t  t h e  p e r m i t s  a n d  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  19 

p e r m i t s  a n d  S t a t e  p e r m i t s  f r o m  A n k e r  20 

t o  I C G  o r  t h e i r  s u b s i d i a r i e s .   Y o u  21 

m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  22 

l e g a l  d e p a r t m e n t ’ s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .   23 

D o  y o u  k n o w  w h o ,  y o u  k n o w ,  w o u l d  h a v e  24 

c o n t a c t e d  t h e  l e g a l  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  25 
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r e q u e s t  t h i s  b e  d o n e  o r  t o  i n s t i t u t e  1 

t h i s  c h a n g e  o r  a n y  p e r s o n  i n  2 

p a r t i c u l a r  a t  t h e  m i n e  o r  e v e n  w i t h i n  3 

t h e  c o m p a n y  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  i s s u e d  4 

t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  g e t  t h i s  d o n e ?  5 

A .  I  h a v e  n o  f i r s t h a n d  k n o w l e d g e  6 

o f  t h e  p e r m i t - t r a n s f e r  p r o c e s s .  7 

Q .  O k a y .   Y o u  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  8 

y o u r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  l i g h t n i n g  9 

s t r i k e  c a u s e d  t h e  e x p l o s i o n .   O k a y .  10 

C a n  y o u  g i v e  u s  a n y  t h i n g s  t h a t  11 

c a u s e d  y o u  t o  f o r m  t h a t  o p i n i o n ?   A n y  12 

f a c t s  t h a t  y o u ’ r e  a w a r e  o f ,  o r  a n y  13 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  y o u ’ r e  a w a r e  o f  14 

t h a t  c a u s e  y o u  t o  f o r m  t h a t  o p i n i o n ?  15 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  16 

 A g a i n ,  h e ’ s  n o t  g o i n g  17 

t o  s p e a k  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  18 

c o m p a n y  t o  a n y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  19 

t h e y ’ v e  d o n e .  20 

 M R .  R U T L E D G E :  21 

 O k a y .   I  u n d e r s t a n d  22 

t h a t .   H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  23 

h i s  p e r s o n a l  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h a t  24 

w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  25 
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e x p l o s i o n .   I  w a s  j u s t  t r y i n g  1 

t o  a s k  h i m  i f  h e  c o u l d  g i v e  m e  2 

a n y  i n s i g h t  a s  t o  w h a t  m i g h t  3 

h a v e  f o r m e d  t h a t  p e r s o n a l  4 

o p i n i o n .  5 

A .  W e l l ,  a g a i n ,  I ’ m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  6 

c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  t h e  I C G  7 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  8 

  M R .  R U T L E D G E :  9 

 O k a y .   I  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y  10 

o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  r i g h t  n o w .   11 

T h a n k  y o u .  12 

O F F  R E C O R D  D I S C U S S I O N  13 

B Y  M R .  R U T L E D G E :  14 

Q .  A g a i n ,  y o u  s t a t e d ,  f o r  t h e  15 

r e c o r d ,  y o u r  o p i n i o n  w a s  t h a t  a  16 

l i g h t n i n g  s t r i k e  c a u s e d  t h e  17 

e x p l o s i o n .   I ’ m  n o t  a s k i n g  y o u  t o  18 

g i v e  m e  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  - - -  a n y  c o m p a n y  19 

i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  a n y t h i n g  f r o m  a  20 

c o m p a n y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .   I ’ m  a s k i n g  21 

w h a t  i s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  22 

o p i n i o n ?   W h a t  t h i n g s  m a y  h a v e  c a u s e d  23 

y o u  t o  c o m e  t o  t h a t  o p i n i o n ?  24 

A .  I ’ d  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  a  b r e a k .  25 
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 M R .  R U T L E D G E :  1 

 S u r e .  2 

S H O R T  B R E A K  T A K E N  3 

  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  4 

 M r .  R u t l e d g e ?  5 

B Y  M R .  R U T L E D G E :  6 

Q .  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  7 

a s k e d ,  a g a i n ,  i f  y o u  c a n  g i v e  u s  8 

a n y t h i n g  t h a t  c a u s e d  y o u  t o  f o r m  y o u r  9 

o p i n i o n  t h a t  a  l i g h t n i n g  s t r i k e  w a s  10 

t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  o r  t h e  11 

c a u s e  o f  t h e  e x p l o s i o n .  12 

A .  T h e  c o m p a n y  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  t h a t  13 

y o u ’ v e  s h o w n  m e  h e r e ,  d a t e d ,  M a r c h  14 

1 4 t h ,  c o n t a i n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  I  15 

a g r e e  w i t h ,  i n  s h a p i n g  m y  o p i n i o n  16 

a b o u t  t h e  l i g h t n i n g  b e i n g  t h e  c a u s e  17 

o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t .     18 

Q .  O k a y .   C o u l d  y o u  e l a b o r a t e  o n  19 

a  c o u p l e  o f  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t s  t h a t  20 

m i g h t  b e  t h e r e  o r  t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  21 

u s e d  t o  f o r m  y o u r  o p i n i o n ?  22 

A .  W e l l ,  t h e  s e c o n d  p a g e .   A t  t h e  23 

t o p  o f  t h e  p a g e  i t  t a l k s  a b o u t  t h e  24 

c o i n c i d e n t a l  e v e n t s  o f  a  l i g h t i n g  25 
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s t r i k e ,  a  d e t e c t e d  s e i s m i c  e v e n t ,  a n d  1 

t h e  a l a r m  o f  t h e  m i n e  C O - m o n i t o r i n g  2 

s y s t e m .   T h o s e  t h r e e  e v e n t s  h a p p e n e d  3 

w i t h i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  r o u g h l y  o n e  4 

s e c o n d .   S o  t h o s e  f a c t s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  5 

w h y  m y  o p i n i o n  i s  l i g h t n i n g  c a u s e d  6 

t h e  a c c i d e n t .  7 

Q .  O k a y .   T h a n k s .   A n d  e i t h e r  y o u  8 

o r  y o u r  a t t o r n e y  s a i d  t h a t  y o u  c a n n o t  9 

s p e a k  f o r  t h e  c o m p a n y  o r  a s  a  c o m p a n y  10 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .   O k a y .   C a n  y o u  t e l l  11 

m e  w h o  w o u l d  s p e a k  f o r  t h e  c o m p a n y  o r  12 

a s  a  c o m p a n y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ?  13 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  14 

 W e l l ,  I  t h i n k  y o u  h a v e  15 

t o  a s k  t h e  c o m p a n y  a b o u t  t h a t .  16 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  17 

 W e l l ,  h e  c a n  a s k  h i m  18 

w h e t h e r  h e  k n o w s  i t .    19 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  20 

 A s  t o  w h o ’ s  a u t h o r i z e d  21 

t o  s p e a k  f o r  t h e  c o m p a n y ,  y o u  22 

c a n  a s k  i t .   I  d o n ’ t  k n o w .  23 

A .  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w .  24 

  M R .  R U T L E D G E :  25 
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 T h a n k  y o u .   I  d o n ’ t  1 

h a v e  a n y  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  r i g h t  2 

n o w .    3 

   M R .  S T U A R T :  4 

 T h a t  w a s  a  g o o d  p i c k  5 

u p ,  w a s n ’ t  i t ?  6 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  7 

 A  g o o d  w h a t ?  8 

 M R .  S T U A R T :  9 

 T h a t  w a s  a  g o o d  p i c k  10 

u p .  11 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  12 

 A  g o o d  p i c k  u p ?  13 

 M R .  S T U A R T :  14 

 U h - h u h  ( y e s ) .  15 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  16 

 I s  i t  b a c k  t o  m e ?  17 

 M R .  R U T L E D G E :  18 

 I  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y  o t h e r  19 

q u e s t i o n s .   T h a n k s .  20 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  21 

Q .  S o  w e  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h o  w o u l d  b e  22 

a  c o m p a n y  s p o k e s p e r s o n  t h e n ?    23 

A .  N o .   T o  a n s w e r  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  24 

q u e s t i o n .  25 
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Q .  W o u l d  i t  b e  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ?  1 

A .  P o s s i b l y .  2 

Q .  W e l l ,  w h o  g a v e  t h e  p r e s s  3 

r e l e a s e s  f o r  t h e  c o m p a n y ,  t h e n ?   4 

W o u l d n ’ t  t h a t  p e r s o n  b e  t h e  5 

s p o k e s p e r s o n ?  6 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  7 

 A g a i n ,  I  t h i n k  h e ’ s  8 

s a y i n g  t h a t  h e  d o e s n ’ t  k n o w .   9 

H e  i s n ’ t  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  s a y  - - -  10 

t h e  c o m p a n y  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  11 

d e s i g n a t e  w h o  s p e a k s  f o r  t h e  12 

c o m p a n y .  13 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  14 

 O k a y .    15 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  16 

 A n d  t h i s  m a n  i s n ’ t  t h a t  17 

p e r s o n .    18 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  19 

Q .  B u t  y o u  w o r k  f o r  t h e m .   I  20 

f i g u r e  y o u  k n o w  w h o  - - - .  21 

  A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  22 

 C a n  y o u  a n s w e r  t h e  23 

q u e s t i o n ?  24 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  25 
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 A g a i n ,  w h o  s p e a k s  f o r  1 

M S H A ?   W h i c h  o n e  o f  y o u  g u y s  2 

a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  s p e a k  f o r  3 

M S H A ?  4 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  5 

 I  a m  r i g h t  n o w ,  y e s .  6 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  7 

 W h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  8 

e x p l o s i o n  t h e n ?  9 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  10 

 W e ’ r e  a s k i n g  t h e  11 

q u e s t i o n s .  12 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  13 

 O k a y .   A l l  r i g h t .   14 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  15 

 W e l l ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o n  16 

t h e  t a b l e  i s  - - - .   I s n ’ t  t h e  17 

q u e s t i o n  o n  t h e  t a b l e  w h e t h e r  18 

h e  k n e w  w h o  w r o t e  t h e  p r e s s  19 

r e l e a s e  o r  w h o  r e l e a s e d  t h e  20 

p r e s s  r e l e a s e ?   T h a t ’ s  t h e  21 

q u e s t i o n .    22 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  23 

 I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  t h e  24 

q u e s t i o n  w a s  w h o  w r o t e  i t .  25 
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 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  1 

 I ’ l l  a s k  h i m  w h e t h e r  h e  2 

k n o w s  t h a t .   C a n  h e  a n s w e r  i t ?  3 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  4 

 I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  i t  w a s  5 

w h o  w r o t e  i t .   N o w ,  i f  t h a t ’ s  6 

a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  w e ’ v e  7 

a l r e a d y  a d d r e s s e d  t h a t .  8 

A .  I ’ l l  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  b y  9 

s a y i n g ,  I  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  10 

t h e  o n g o i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  11 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  12 

Q .  O k a y .   I  j u s t  w a n t  t o  k n o w  w h o  13 

r e p r e s e n t s  I C G  s o  w e  c o u l d  t a l k  t o  14 

t h e m .    15 

  A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  16 

 I  t h i n k  y o u  n e e d  t o  a s k  17 

t h e  c o m p a n y .  18 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  19 

 W e l l ,  i f  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  20 

w h o  t o  a s k  - - - .  21 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  22 

 A s k  t h e  c o m p a n y ’ s  23 

a t t o r n e y s .    24 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  25 
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 O k a y .  1 

 M R .  S T U A R T :  2 

 W e l l ,  s i n c e  y o u ’ r e  3 

s p e a k i n g  h e r e  t o d a y  f o r  t h e  4 

c o m p a n y .   A r e  y o u  t h e i r  5 

a t t o r n e y ,  t o o ?  6 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  7 

 N o ,  s i r .   I ’ m  t h i s  8 

m a n ’ s  a t t o r n e y .   Y o u  d o n ’ t  9 

r e p r e s e n t  t h e m ,  d o  y o u ?  10 

 A T T O R N E Y  C R A W F O R D :  11 

 W e  w e r e n ’ t  s u r e  - - - .  12 

 A T T O R N E Y  R A J K O V I C H :  13 

 R e m i n d  m e  t o  g e t  t h a t  14 

a n s w e r  l a t e r .   Y o u  d o n ’ t  15 

r e p r e s e n t  h i m  - - -  o r  y o u ’ r e  16 

n o t  a n s w e r i n g  t h i n g s .   O k a y .  17 

B Y  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  18 

Q .  M r .  K i t t s ,  w h e n  y o u  s a i d  y o u  19 

w e r e n ’ t  i n  t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r  20 

w h e n e v e r  t h e  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  h a p p e n e d ,  21 

b u t  y o u  h a d  t a l k e d  t o  f a m i l i e s  a n d  22 

g i v e n  t h e m  u p d a t e s .   T e l l  u s  a  l i t t l e  23 

b i t  h o w  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  a n d  w h a t  y o u r  24 

i n v o l v e m e n t  w a s  w i t h  t h a t ,  r e l a y i n g  25 
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t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  h o w  a l l  t h a t  c a m e  1 

a b o u t .  2 

A .  I n i t i a l l y  i t  w a s  t h e  f a m i l y  3 

m e m b e r s  o n - s i t e  i n  t h e  m i n e  o f f i c e  4 

w e r e  a s k e d  t o  l e a v e  a n d  r e l o c a t e  o v e r  5 

t o  t h e  S a g o  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h .   A n d  a t  6 

t h a t  t i m e ,  I  i n f o r m e d  t h e m  t h a t  w e  7 

w o u l d  p r o v i d e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  8 

u p d a t e s  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .    9 

 A n d  w e  c o n t i n u e d  t h a t  p r o c e s s  10 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o l e  e v e n t .   S o  11 

t h a t ’ s  w h y  - - -  I  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  I C G  12 

p e r s o n  t o  g o  o v e r  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  13 

t e l l  t h e  f a m i l i e s  w h a t  w e  k n e w  a t  14 

t h a t  p o i n t ,  w h i c h  w a s  v e r y  l i t t l e .   15 

B u t  t h a t  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  p r o c e s s .   A n d  16 

t h e n  i t  w a s  o n g o i n g  t h r o u g h o u t .  17 

Q .  S o  w e r e  y o u  a t  t h e  c h u r c h  18 

w h e n e v e r  i t  w a s  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  19 

h a d  j u s t  f o u n d  t h e  m i s s i n g  m i n e r s ?   20 

A .  W a s  I  a t  t h e  c h u r c h  a t  t h e  21 

t i m e  o f  - - - ?  22 

Q .  O r  d i d  y o u  g i v e  t h e  r e l e a s e  23 

t h a t  t h e  m i n e r s  w e r e  - - - ?  24 

A .  W e r e  a l i v e ?  25 
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Q .  U h - h u h  ( y e s ) .   O r  h o w  w a s  t h a t  1 

i n f o r m a t i o n  b r o u g h t  o v e r  t h e r e ?   H o w  2 

d i d  t h a t  h a p p e n ?  3 

A .  T h e  c o m p a n y  d i d  n o t  d o  a  4 

b r i e f i n g  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  5 

Q .  O k a y .    6 

A .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  r e l e a s e  o r  7 

b r i e f i n g  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  a t  a l l .   I  8 

w a s  o u t  o f  t h e  c o m m a n d  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  9 

p a r k i n g  l o t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  1 2  a l i v e  10 

m e s s a g e  c a m e  i n  t o  t h e  c o m m a n d  11 

c e n t e r .  12 

Q .  A n d  t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  a  t i m e  13 

p e r i o d  t h a t  o c c u r r e d ,  a  l a g  i n  t i m e ,  14 

t o  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  15 

m i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n .   A n d  t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  16 

a  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  b e t w e e n  w h e n  t h e  17 

f a m i l i e s  w e r e  t o l d .   D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  18 

k n o w l e d g e  o r  d o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  w h y  19 

t h e r e  w a s  s u c h  a  l a g  o r  w h y  i t  20 

h a p p e n e d  t h e  w a y  i t  d i d ?  21 

A .  I  c a n  g i v e  y o u  m y  p e r s o n a l  22 

a c c o u n t  o f  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  23 

t i m e  p e r i o d .  24 

Q .  O k a y .    25 
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A .  A t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 1 : 4 5 ,  I  w a s  1 

n o t i f i e d  a b o u t  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  1 2  2 

a l i v e .   I t  w a s  j u b i l a t i o n .   E v e r y b o d y  3 

w a s  j u s t  e c s t a t i c  a t  t h e  n e w s .   T h a t  4 

c e l e b r a t i o n  w e n t  o n  f o r  m a y b e  f i v e  o r  5 

t e n  m i n u t e s .   I  d o n ’ t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  6 

t h e  e x a c t  t i m e .   B u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  7 

b e c a m e  v e r y  a p p a r e n t ,  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  8 

t h e  s c o p e  o f  o u r  e f f o r t s  h a d  c h a n g e d  9 

d r a m a t i c a l l y .   U p  a n d  t o  t h a t  p o i n t  10 

i t  h a d  b e e n  a  s e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e  11 

e f f o r t  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i n e - r e s c u e  12 

p r o t o c o l .    13 

 A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  14 

c o m p l e x i o n  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  c h a n g e d  t o  a  15 

m e d i c a l  r e s p o n s e .   S o  i t  b e c a m e  a  16 

m o b i l i z a t i o n  e f f o r t  t o  g e t  m e d i c a l  17 

p e r s o n n e l  t o  t h e  f a c e  o f  T w o  L e f t  a s  18 

q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .    19 

 S o  f r o m  m y  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i t  w a s  20 

v e r y ,  v e r y  h e c t i c  a t  t h a t  t i m e .   T h a t  21 

r e s p o n s e  w a s  a l r e a d y  m o b i l i z e d  a n d  22 

h e a d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i n e .   A t  t h e  t i m e  23 

t h e  m i n e  r e s c u e  t e a m  r e a c h e d  t h e  24 

f r e s h  a i r  b a s e  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  25 
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1 2 : 3 0 ,  t h e  m e s s a g e  c a m e  o u t  t h a t  i t  1 

w a s  n o t  1 2  a l i v e ,  i t  w a s  1  a l i v e ,  2 

w h i c h  d i d n ’ t  r e a l l y  c h a n g e  w h a t  w e  3 

w e r e  d o i n g .   W e  s t i l l  h a d  a  m e d i c a l  4 

r e s p o n s e .    5 

 H o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s  a  v e r y  6 

d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  n o  7 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  t r a c k .   W e  8 

h a d  o n e  t e a m  c o m i n g  o u t  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  9 

t h e y  c o u l d  w i t h  t h e  s u r v i v o r .   10 

A n o t h e r  t e a m  g o i n g  i n  w i t h  t h e  11 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  12 

r e t r i e v e  1 2  s u r v i v o r s .   S o  t h a t  w a s  a  13 

v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e .   W e  w e r e  14 

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  m a n a g e  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  15 

w h e n  i n d e e d  t h e  s u r v i v o r  w a s  b r o u g h t  16 

o u t s i d e  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t a k e n  t o  t h e  17 

h o s p i t a l .  18 

 S o  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  o u r  r e s c u e  19 

e f f o r t  w a s  v e r y  u n o r g a n i z e d .   I n  t h e  20 

h e a t  o f  t h e  m o m e n t ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  21 

l i s t ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  m y  k n o w l e d g e ,  o f  22 

w h o  w a s  o n  t h e  m e d i c a l  r e s p o n s e  t e a m  23 

g o i n g  u n d e r g r o u n d .   U p  u n t i l  t h a t  24 

p o i n t ,  w e  h a d  b e e n  v e r y  c a r e f u l  t o  25 
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m o n i t o r  e x a c t l y  w h o  w a s  i n  t h e  m i n e ,  1 

w h e r e  t h e  t e a m s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a n d  s o  2 

f o r t h .    3 

 D u e  t o  t h e  m i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  4 

t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f e l l  a p a r t .   S o  w e  5 

h a d  t o  r e g r o u p  t h e  m i n e  r e s c u e  t e a m s  6 

a n d  d e b r i e f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  7 

t o  t h e  b a r r i c a d e .   I t  w a s  a  v e r y  8 

h e c t i c  b u s y  t i m e  f o r  m e  p e r s o n a l l y  9 

t h r o u g h  a l l  t h a t .  10 

 S o  i t  w a s n ’ t  - - -  i t ’ s  h a r d  t o  11 

t e l l  a b o u t  t i m e ,  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  n o t  12 

k e e p i n g  n o t e s  d u r i n g  t h i s .   B u t  13 

t h r o u g h  t h e  d e b r i e f i n g  a n d  t h e  14 

r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  e f f o r t ,  t h e y  c a m e  t o  15 

m e  a n d  s a i d ,  w e ’ r e  g o i n g  t o  - - -  w e ’ r e  16 

g o i n g  o v e r  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  t o  i n f o r m  17 

t h e  f a m i l i e s .  18 

 S o  I  k n o w  i t ’ s  s o m e w h e r e  - - -  19 

t w o  a n d  a  h a l f  t o  t h r e e  h o u r  t i m e  20 

f r a m e  w e n t  b y ,  b u t  f r o m  m y  21 

p e r s p e c t i v e  i t  a l l  w e n t  b y  v e r y  22 

q u i c k l y .   I t  t o o k  a n  i n o r d i n a t e  l o n g  23 

t i m e  t o  g e t  f r o m  t h e  m i n e  o f f i c e  o v e r  24 

t o  t h e  c h u r c h  d u e  t o  t h e  c r o w d s .   A n d  25 



 
 

S argent's Court Reporting Service, Inc. 
(814) 536-8908 

79  

t h e n  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  w e  w e n t  t o  t h e  1 

c h u r c h .   A n d  i t  w a s  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  2 

t h a t  t h e  f a m i l i e s  h a d  b e e n  n o t i f i e d  3 

a l r e a d y .   I t  w a s n ’ t  u n t i l  I  w a l k e d  4 

i n t o  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  l o o k e d  o u t  o n  t h e  5 

c r o w d  a n d  s a w  a l l  t h o s e  s m i l i n g  f a c e s  6 

a n d  a l l  t h e  h a p p i n e s s  t h a t  I  r e a l i z e d  7 

t h a t  t h e y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  n o t i f i e d .  8 

 S o  t h e  n e w s  w a s  b r o k e n .   J u s t  9 

t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  j u b i l a t i o n  t h a t  10 

h a d  o c c u r r e d  t h r e e  h o u r s  e a r l i e r  11 

o c c u r r e d  i n  t h a t  c h u r c h .   I t  w a s  j u s t  12 

g u t - w r e n c h i n g .   13 

 S o  B e n  a t t e m p t e d  t o  m a k e  a  14 

s t a t e m e n t .   T h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  v e r y  15 

e m o t i o n a l l y  c h a r g e d .   A n d  t h e  16 

d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  17 

b e t t e r  j u s t  t o  l e a v e ,  s o  w e  l e f t .  18 

  M R .  R U T L E D G E :  19 

 I  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y  20 

q u e s t i o n s .    21 

 M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  22 

 O n  b e h a l f  o f  M S H A ,  I ’ d  23 

l i k e  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  24 

a p p e a r i n g  a n d  a n s w e r i n g  25 



 
 

S argent's Court Reporting Service, Inc. 
(814) 536-8908 

80  

q u e s t i o n s  t o d a y .   Y o u r  1 

c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  2 

t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  w e  3 

w o r k  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  4 

t h e  a c c i d e n t .    5 

 W e  a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t  6 

d i s c u s s  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  w i t h  7 

a n y  p e r s o n  w h o  m a y  h a v e  8 

a l r e a d y  b e e n  i n t e r v i e w e d  o r  9 

w h o  m a y  b e  i n t e r v i e w e d  i n  t h e  10 

f u t u r e .   T h i s  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  11 

w e  o b t a i n  e v e r y o n e ’ s  12 

i n d e p e n d e n t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  13 

t h e  e v e n t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  14 

a c c i d e n t .    15 

 A f t e r  q u e s t i o n i n g  o t h e r  16 

w i t n e s s e s ,  w e  m a y  c a l l  y o u  i f  17 

w e  h a v e  a n y  f o l l o w - u p  18 

q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  w e  f e e l  t h a t  w e  19 

m a y  n e e d  t o  a s k  y o u .   I f  a t  20 

a n y  t i m e  y o u  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  21 

i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  22 

a c c i d e n t  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  23 

t o  p r o v i d e  u s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  24 

u s  a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w e  25 
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p r o v i d e d .    1 

 T h e  M i n e  A c t  p r o v i d e s  2 

c e r t a i n  p r o t e c t i o n s  t o  m i n e r s  3 

w h o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  4 

M S H A  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  a r e  5 

t r e a t e d  a d v e r s e l y .   I f  a t  a n y  6 

t i m e  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u ’ v e  7 

b e e n  t r e a t e d  u n f a i r l y  b e c a u s e  8 

o f  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  9 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  y o u  s h o u l d  10 

i m m e d i a t e l y  n o t i f y  M S H A .    11 

 I f  y o u  w i s h ,  y o u  m a y  12 

n o w  g o  b a c k  o v e r  a n y  a n s w e r  13 

y o u  h a v e  g i v e n  d u r i n g  t h i s  14 

i n t e r v i e w .   A n d  y o u  m a y  a l s o  15 

m a k e  a n y  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  y o u  16 

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  m a k e  a t  t h i s  17 

t i m e .    18 

A .  I  h a v e  n o  f u r t h e r  s t a t e m e n t .  19 

  M R .  O ’ D O N N E L L :  20 

 A l l  r i g h t .   W e ’ d  l i k e  21 

t o  t h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h .   A n d  22 

I ’ d  l i k e  t o  p u t  o n  t h e  r e c o r d  23 

t h a t  t h e  I C G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  24 

p u t  o n  t h e  r e c o r d .     25 
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*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  1 

S W O R N  S T A T E M E N T  2 

 C O N C L U D E D  A T  1 0 : 1 2  A . M .  3 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  4 
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Surveying West Virginia
Since 1988

Marshall W. Robinson, PS
Licensed in WV, VA. KY and OH
Jonathan N. White, PS
Jeffi-eyL. McCartney, PS

Ben R Singleton, PS
Dwayne A Hall, PS

Michael H. Brown, PS
. DamonL. Wilkewitz,PS

January 14, 2006

Monte Hieb, PE
Office of Miner's Health Safety and Training
142 Industrial Drive
Oak Hill, West Virginia 25901-0714

Re: Forensic Survey of lightning strike at the C. R. Rutherford farm, Sago, Upshur County.

Dear Mr. Hieb:

(

I have enclosed with this letter several copies of a map we have prepared depicting the effects
of a lightning strike discharged into a 25" yellow poplar on Monday morning, January 2, on the
C. R. Rutherford farm.

As we discussed on the site, we separated the density of our location by a 50 foot radius
around the tree. Outside of the 50 foot radius, we located every wood shard or splinter that was
over 1foot in length and an inch in width. Inside of the 50' radius, we located every wood 'shard
or splinter that was over 2 feet in length and an inch in diameter. I estimated that, outside of the
radius, we located about 60% of the wood shards or splinters, and inside ofthe radius we located
about 40%. This is a very rough estimate only. Within the 50 foot radius there were significantly
more small splinters than outside of it.

We transferred elevations and coordinates from Permanent Monument 3 at the mine using
survey grade GPS receivers. In the interest of time, because ofthe pending snow storm, we did
not orient our GPS survey to the mine control, since ~e found in our efforts on January 2 that the
mine control orientation, though not in agreement with the grid north orientation of the West
Virginia Coordinate System, was not offby a factor that would be worth correcting for over the
distance to the lightning strike (my memory, and Ben's, was that this disagreement between the
mine control and the State Plane grid orientation was a little over 20" of arc). This displacement
was corrected for in our work on January 2.

(
\

\"

We oriented our two traverse points on the site to a magnetic meridian, tied to the GPS
control point near the site, then adjusted this for the declination between magnetic north and grid
north in the area (8°24' west), based upon isogonic data provided on the National Geodetic
Survey's website.

P.O. Box 438 Birch River, WV 26610
Ph: 1-800-482-8606 Fax: (304) 649-8608
E-mail: marshall@alleghenysurveys.com

80 U.S. Highway 33 East Weston, WV 26452
Ph: (304) 269-6200 Fax: (304) 269-7262

E-mail: alleghenyweston@citynet.net
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This method gave us a more reliable tie to the mine horizontally and vertically, without
requiring the time and expense necessary to perform a full-blown static GPS survey to our
control. If it is determined that this is necessary in the future for reasons we cannot yet anticipate,
then we can tie the control at the site to the control at the mine with two or three additIonal static
seSSIOns.

You will notice that, per your instruction, we located all of the trees, with the exception of
small saplings, within the 50' radius, and trees over 12" in diameter outside of the radius. Also,
although the map depicts shards and splinters of uniform length and width, we depict the width
throughout the shard as its width at the widest point. Most of the shards were tapered at each end,
and many, perhaps 10% or so, were broken.

I hope that this survey meets the needs of whoever is able to utilize it in the on-going
investigation. We set some fairly arbitrary criteria in the survey because of the pending snow
storm, and we did so without any knowledge of what use our efforts might be put to. Let's hope
that, if needed, it works.

Cordially,

~t j e~56Y\
/\ Marshall W Robinson, PS

Ene.: five (5) copies offorensic survey map.

(
/'
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Land Surveyors, Mineral and
Construction Consultants

Marshall W. Robinson, PS
Licensed in WV, VA.,KY and OR
Jonathan N. White, PS
Jeffiey L. McCartney, PS
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Surveying West Virginia
Since 1988

Ben R Singleton, PS
Dwayne A Hall, PS

Michael H. Brown, PS
Damon L. Wilkewitz, PS

January 14, 2006

Monte Hieb, PE
Office of Miner's Health Safety and Training
142 Illdustrial Drive
Oak Hill, West Virginia 25901-0714

Re: Time differential in CO monitor's computer at Sago.

Dear Mr. Hieb:

This will document for you my efforts this past Wednesday to determine a common time
when two simultaneous lightning strikes, the CO monitor's register ofa spike in CO levels, and
the Morgantown seismic base station's detection of seismic activity in Upshur County, all
occurred. The time ofthe lightning strike and the seismic activity were both pegged very
accurately to UIuversal Time, almost certainly using GPS receivers. The CO monitor was pegged
to the clock on its computer, which was not considered to be accurate. My assignment was to
determine the time di:ff~rentiaJbetween the CO monitor's computer clock and Universal Time as
loggedby an activeGPSreceiver.Ourreceivers,whenyoucalled,were in the officeof my .

former partner, Bruce Hager, in Danville. You and I both agreed that there would be no
significant time d~lay caused by synchronization over the phone, so, after calling the Sago Mine
and speaking with John Scott of your organization to let him know of our discussion, I called
Bruce Hager's office and had his senior party chief to set up the GPS receiver outside and allow
it to gather enough satellite data so that the GPS receiver's clock would be updated by the

. satellitesignals.This is a processthat normallytakes less than a minuteof data. Oncethe GPS.
receiver had corrected its own clock, it was brought inside where a call was placed to me by the
party chief. (I called a GPS service provider in Louisiana that specializes in the particular GPS
unit we have (Trimble 4000 SSI) to make sure that, if the receiver remained on, it would
maintain its clock accuracy when disconnected trom its antenna, and the individual I spoke with
confirmed this).On my end of the line I had a Hewlett-Packard 48GX data collector equipped
with a digital clock that is utilized in performing astronomic observations, where highly accurate
time is a necessity. Once we "pegged" the HP's clock to the GPS receiver over the phone, I
called the Sago Mine and spoke to John Scott again. Mr. Scott told me the c~mputer was still
purging itself oft4~, 90 data,~d I would receive a call when its download was complete. At
about 5:37 or 5:38 I received it call :troman individual whose last name was Hedrick. I do not
recall his first name.

("
P.O. Box 438 Birch River, WV 26610
Ph: 1-800-482-8606 Fax: (304) 649-8608
E-mail: marshall@alleghenysurVeys.com

80 U.S. Highway 33 East Weston, WV 26452.
Ph: (304) 269-6200 Fax: (304) 269-7262

E-mail: alIeghenyweston@cityTIet.m~t
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/, . In determining the differential between the computer for the CO Monitor and myHP 48, I

asked Mr. Hedrick to tell me."mark" when the computer clock read the tlext even minute. This
minute was 5:39:00 PM on Wednesday. Mr. Hedrick gave me a count-down ITomabout 10
seconds before 5:39:00. When he said "mark" my HP read 5:34:04 EST. This means that there
was a 4 minute, 56 second positive difference between the computer's clock and Eastern
Standard Time as determ.medby the GPS receiver's corrected clock.

I hope this information helps you in your investigations into the tragedy at Sago. I applaud
your efforts, and wish you the best of luck.

Cordially,

J,J.{2~
Marshall W. Robinson, PS

.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:

Media Relations for ICG

216-937-8909

INTERNATIONAL COAL GROUP TO RESUME OPERATIONS AT SAGO MINE;
ANNOUNCES INITIAL FINDINGS OF INDEPENDENT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION

ASHLAND, Ky. - March 14, 2006 - International Coal Group, Inc. (NYSE: ICO) announced

today that it has completed its on-site investigation into the explosion that occurred at the Sago

Mine near Buckhannon, West Virginia on January 2, 2006. Although state and federal mine

safety authorities had provided approval last week to resume mining operations at the Sago

Mine, the company delayed resumption of coal production until it had announced its initial

findings to the families and coworkers of those killed and injured in the accident.
,.,. ~i

The company revealed its initial findings to the families earlier today in a series of private

meetings conducted at West Virginia Wesleyan College. Employees of the Sago Mine will

receive their briefing as they report to work for their regular shifts beginning late tonight. Normal
coai mining activities are expected to resume on Wednesday, March 15.

"By the end of last week, work crews had completed repairs to the mine infrastructure damaged

by the explosion, an.d both state and federal min~ regulators had confirmed that the Sago Mine
was approved to resume mining operations," said Ben Hatfield, President and CEO of

International Coal Group (ICG). "However, our plan from the beginning was to delay restart of

the mine until we had met with the families and with our Sago employees to review the initial

findings of our independent investigation. It's important that they get prompt information on

what we've learned about the cause of the accident, and the steps taken to ensure that the mine

is safe, so they will have some degree of comfort while we await the official MSHA and state
investigation reports.", '

Hatfield noted that ICG's independent investigation utilized a diverse team of mining, electrical,

and combustion consultants that are recognized industry experts in mine explosion

investigations. That investigation has to date produced the following key initial findings:

. The explosion was ignited by lightning and fueled by methane that naturally accumulated in

an abandoned area of the mine that had I:)e~n,re,cently sealed.
.' i, 'iI:i; ii''<}'"".."",i$~';v~:1frIY.~'I1#Iiii'ih"';: "is,:":,,
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. The lightning ignition appears to be verified by three independent events that occurred

concurrently at 6:26 AM on January 2: (i) an unusually large lightning strike of roughly three

times normal strength was measured near the Sago Mineby an independent weather

monitoring service; (ii) a seismic event at the Sago Mine was detected by a Morgantown

area USGS seismic station; and (iii) the Sago Mine atmospheric monitoring system signaled

a combustion alarm due to presence of car??n monoxide.
The precise route by which the lightning electrical charge traveled from a surface strike

location to the sealed area remains under investigation. '

The seals, constructed of Omega block under a plan approved by MSHA and designed to

withstand forces of 20 pounds per square inch ("psi"), were essentially obliterated by the

explosion. Calculations indicate that the explosive forces experienced at each seal were

substantially greater than 20 psi. More specifically, the forces at roofline were as high as 30

psi at all the seals - and possibly as high as 60 psi at some of the seals.
None of the citations issued at the Sago Mine during the accident investigation, or prior to

the accident during 2005, were linked to the explosion in any way. Each citation has been

promptly remedied.

.

.

.

The company will continue with data review and testing to verify the findings, and will continue

full cooperation with the ongoing state and federal investigations.

"While our independent investigation is certainly not the final word on the explosion, we are

confident that the joint federal-state investigation will reach a similar conclusion," Hatfield said.

"We hope that the announcement of our preliminary findings as to the cause of the explosion

will provide meaningful information to the families an,dour employees and will answer many of
their lingeringquestions." ' .

Hatfield added, "We recognize that the Sago Mine will be under close scrutiny from state

and federal inspectors, iiS well ,as our Qwn el]pl.Qyees, as we resume operations.
Frankly, we welcome that scrutiny. We have worked hard to address all concerns and

are confident that we will provide a safe working environment for our miners."

,I

To prepare the mine for resumption of coal production, more than 80 employees have

been working underground for several weeks to repair damage from the explosion. All

ventilation controls, including stoppings and overcasts, have been reconstructed. The

formerly sealed area will be ventilated to the~u(fiicethrQugh two boreholes and a small''''I' , " , '.' "...,~""",*."",~~.,."",,,, '. ,',
ventilation shaft that were drilled recently, which will eliminate the need for those seals.

ICG also confirmed its commitment to technological advancements within the coal. ',I '

industry to attempt to prevent any future accidents ofthis nature. ICG, along with other

coal companies, is participating with the National Institute for Occupational Safety and

Health in its underground coal mine communications research effort. Additionally, ICG is, .

" FI'III"'I' i";,"'<".,
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independently reviewing potential underground communication technology for testing

and possible implementation in ICG mines.

"We are pleased that we can get our Sago employees back to work with the knowledge

that the explosion was an unpredictable and highly unusual accident," Hatfield said.

"This tragedy will always remain in our memories, but we've got to do more than just

remember the good people that die~ andWE3.~~i~j~r~d..We.must learn lessons from this
accident that will make coal miners safer in years to 'corTie. That is our commitment to
the families of the twelve miners lost."

The Company's more detailed "Initial Findings of ICG Independent Investigation of Sago

Mine Explosion" are being provided as an attachment to this news release.

ICG is a leading producer of coal in Northern and Central Appalachia and the Illinois

Basin. The company has eleven active mining complexes, of which ten are located in Northern

and Central Appalachia, and one in Central Illinois. ICG's mining operations and reserves are

strategically located to serve utility, metallurgical and industrial customers throughout the
eastern United States.

The foregoing statements in this document and the attachments hereto which are not

statements of historical fact are forward-looking statements within the "safe harbor" provision of

the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1~95.'i"~ecause these forward-looking statements
are subject to various risks and uncertainties, actual results may differ materially from those

implied in the forward-looking statements. The following factors are among those that may

cause actual results to differ materially from the forward-looking statements: market conditions

for coal, electricity and steel; the outcome of the investigation into the explosion at the Sago

Mine; changes in legislation, regulations and government policies affecting the coal industry,

affecting safety requirements and affecting coal usage and changes in relationships with

customers, transportation, a variety of other operqtional, geologic, environmental, permitting,

labor, transportation, weather and market rel~ied factors. The investor should keep in mind that

any forward-looking statement made by ICG in this news release or elsewhere speaks only as

of the date on which the company makes it. New risks and uncertainties come up from time to

time, and it is impossible for the company to predictthese events or how they may affect the

company. ICG has no d,uty to, and does, not int~nd to, ,update or revise the forward-looking

statements in this news release after the date of issue, except as may be required by law. In

light of these risks a'nd,uncertainties, the investor~houl~ keep in mind that any forward-looking
statement made in this news release or elsewhere might not occur.

FOR FURTHERINFORMATION,CALL 216-937-8909
. ; 'Ii
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INITIAL FINDINGS OF ICG INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION

OF SAGO '~I[\JEEXPLOSION

MARCH 14, 2006

In addition to supporting state and federal mine safety officials at each step of their on-site

investigation, ICG retained several outside consultants to conduct an independent investigation

into the Sago Mine accident. This independent investigation team includes consultants that are

recognized industry experts in mining, electricity, combustion, and materials engineering - all of

whom have direct experience with investigation of coal mine explosions. ICG has substantially

completed its accident investigation, subject to ongoing verification analysis, and today

announced the following initial findings:

. The Sago Mine explosion occurred within an area that was sealed off from the active

working sections of the mine.

The area where the explosion occurred was sealed with 40-inch-thick Omega block

seals, which were installed under a plan approved by the federal Mine Safety & Health

Administration (MSHA) requiring seals to withstand forces of 20 pounds per square inch

(psi). Inspection records confirm that the seals were scrutinized during the period of

construction, and after construction, by both federal and state mine inspectors.

Initial calculations indicate that th!3for~es of the explosion were as high as 30 psi at

roofline at all the seals and physical evidence at some locations near the seals within the

sealed area indicate pressures of 60 psi'o~higher. The calculation of the magnitude of. .,. ,
the forces is determined by measuring the forces required to bend substantial steel

items such as roof bolt plates, "pie pans" used for roof support, or belt hangers that were
left after the belt was removed from the seal~d area.

The seals were completely destroyed by the explosion. In only one place, at the NO.1

seal, were there any significant remnants of the Omega blocks used to build the seals.

Many of the seals were completely pulverized by the explosion. Also, wood block crib

structures constructed Citthe seaJs as.,;9qDt,erTIplatedby the MSHA approved plan were
also destroyed and debris from those cribs within the sealed area may also have
contributed to the destruction of the seals.

The explosion appears to have been fueled ~y methane naturally liberated in the sealed
area. There is no evidence that the gas well located adjacent to the sealed area was a

contributing factor to the explosion.
. .

Coal or float dust in either the active workings or the sealed area did not appear

to providefu~!J,qr ~h!~e~plopIon"ClQggLgi!l~t,H~~~~at~Jhe explo~i9n within the
active areas of the mine. In the area of the seals particularly, every indication is

that the area was more than sufficiently rockdusted.

When there is an ignition of methane within a sealed area, investigators look at a. If"

number of potential sources of ignition: electrical equipment, roof falls, and

.

.
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. None of the citations issued at the Sago'Mine during the accident investigation,

or prior to the-acCfdentdurlng--2005, were linked tOtfie explOsrori-iff-any way.

Each citation has been promptly remedied.

###



West Virginia Office of Miner's He

Mine SafetY and Health Administration
Approval and Certification Center

MINERS

142 Industrial Drive
Oak Hill, WV 25901

ROBERT C. BORING
Electrical Engineer

MEMO

Industrial Park Road
RR No.1, Box 251
Triadelphia, WV 26059

(304) 547-0400
FAX (304) 547-2044

E-Mail boring~robert~ov
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TO:
FROM:
DA1E:
SUBJECT:

Brian Mills
Monte Hieb
March 8, 2006
Analysis of Sagopump cable

Two (2) hypothesesare to be tested in regardsto an abandoned 1"cable found leadingto an
abandonedpump locatedat the down-dip end of the sealedOld 2ndLeft section. The cable
(totalingapproximately1350ft.) runs SE :tromthe pump to a nearbypump box, and generally
followswhat was the track entry, outby to a catheadlocatedin the immediatevicinitywhere
the ignitionis suspectedto have occurred.

This cable was foundto be broken in only 3 placesbetweenthe catheadand the pump. It is
possible this cable could have been continuousalong its entire lengthat the time of the
explosion,however testimonyindicatesit was deliberatelycut at Break I (see attachedmap)
prior to the sectionbeing sealed and the subsequentexplosion.

The I" pump cable is branded as follows:

600/2000V 3/6 6AWG
Type G-GC
P-7JC-184035-MSf.U\
ePE FTI FT5 50e

It is estimatedthat on the inby side approximately1/3 -112of the total cable lengthwas
submergedbelow the water pool at the time of the explosion. This section of the cable and the
pump box were, on visual inspection,left virtuallyundamagedby the explosion.

The cable lengthsbetweenBreak I and Break3 were partiallyburied in floor debris from the
explosion, in generalbeing tangled up in this debris, includingbeing interlacedwith the many
crib blocks lying scatteredthroughoutthis area.

Break 2 and Break 3 appear to be a relativelyviolentbreaks, the latterof which occurredat a
cable splice. Testimony indicatesthe cablewas manuallycut a Break I with an ax prior to the
sectionbeing sealed and abandoned. It is believedthat the paired ends of the three (3)
resultingbreaks mate to one another. Theseends, alongwith the catheadand pump box, have
been recovered for closer examinationand testing.

(
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In order to investigateall possibilitiesof contributingcauses to the explosionthe following
two related theories are offeredfor explorationand testing,to be disprovedor supportedas the
evidence and analysisdirects. Both of these hypothesesinvolvelightning.

Theory I: Electrostaticdischarge: The old pump locatedat the down-dip end of the sealed
Old 2ndLeft sectionwas underwater at the time of the explosion. Preliminaryconductivity
tests suggestthe accumulatedwaterpool (est. to be approx200,000gallons)was capable of
transmittingelectric current. In the event a lightningstrikeat the surfacewere able to
communicateelectricallywith this pool, electricalenergycould have enteredthe pump and
thereforethe cable,passingon to the vicinity of the catheador the first outbycable break
which may have existed priorto the explosion.

Theory2: Magnetic inductance: A peak magneticradiationfield of2500nT was generatedby
the 101kA lightningstrike that occurredSW of SagoMine at the sametime as explosion.
Given sufficientlength of windingsof the motor coils and/orlength of the pump cable
conductors,it is "possible"that even in the absenceof an electricalconnectionto the surface
that under the right conditionssuch a largemagnetic flux fromthis large lightningstroke may
have induced an energypulse throughthe,staticcable,passingon to the vicinityof the cathead
or the first outby cable break which may have existedpriorto the explosion.

Analysisneeded to assisthypothesestesting:

C~)

Additionalwork is being done at this time to challengethe above theories. To assist in this
effort testing of the electricalcomponents is necessary. The followingis not a complete list, as
it is anticipatedthat afterpreliminarydiscussionswith the testingexpertsat MSHA-Tridelphia,
and at various stagesof their analysisand findings,that additionaltests will be desiredand
needed.

1) The pump box and the cable endpairs at Break 1,Break 2, and Break 3 (see attachedmap)
should be analyzed and testedto determineif a continuouscable ran from the catheadto the
pump at the time of the explosion. This is importantboth to establishcontinuityto the location
of the suspected ignitionand to establishthe length of cableavailablefor inductance
calculations.

2) What was the mechanismfor cablebreakage at Break 1,Break 2, Break 3? (i.e.manual
cutting, damage ftom moving equipment [suchas scoopbucket,etc.], explosion-relatedtears,
dilation from a voltage surge,etc).

3) Is there any evidence of sparking,heating, melting, etc. at any of the cable ends at Break 1,
Break 2. Break 3, the cathead,or the pump box?

4) Do the respective cableend pairs at Break 1,Break 2, and Break 3 matchup as they
appear to?

5) Other

(:~)
. Page2
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Main Identity

From:
To:
Cc:
Sent:
Subject:

<Ietha.reilly@vaisala.com>
<mhieb@verizon.net>
<thunderstorm.netsupport@vaisala.com>
Friday, January 13,20064:56 PM
RE: What is the time datum?

Hello Monte,

All our sensors record the lightning events in UTC and are synchronized with GPS engines.

( hope this answers your question.
Thanks,
Letha

Letha Reilly
Senior Technical Support Representative
Vaisala Inc., Tucson Operations
2705 E. Medina Road, Tucson, AZ 85706 USA
International Tel: 520.889.0839
Domestic Tel: 800.221.9779
Fax: 520.741:2848
E-mail:

Technical support: thunderstorm.support@vaisala.com
Direct: letha.reilly@vaisala.com

Division Website: www.vaisala.com/thunderstorm
Corporate Website: www.vaisala.com

NOTE: For all support type problems, please email thunderstorm.support@vaisala.com and not my direct email address,
thank you. .

From: Monte [mailto:mhleb@verizon.net]
Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2006 4:17 PM
To: thunderstorm.netsupport@vaisala.com
Subject: What is the time datum?

Is your time datum the same as used for GPS synchronization?

)
;
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STRIKEnet Report LAI05304

Reference:
Ordered by:

Sago 01-02-06
Monte Hieb
WV Office ofMHS&T
142 Industrial Drive
Oak Hill, WV 25901 USA

Start Time
End Time
Center Latitude
Center Longitude
Location
Search Radius

01/02/200605:00:00 EST
01/02/200607:00:00 EST
38.9408
-80.2028
LAT/LON
5.00 mi

Details for all strikes detected within the search area.

)'

I
-_/

https://thunderstD1m. vais~la.com/tuxJ servlet:/ReportPickup?sticr~qJd= 1053 04&sticreuag... 1/5/2006

Dateffime Latitude Longitude kA Bearing Range
01/02/200606:26:35.522 EST 38.897 -80.231 +38.8 206.8 3.4 ..
01/02/200606:26;35.680 EST 38.926 -80.233 +101.0 237.8 1.9 --
01/02/200606:38:51.838 EST 38.975 -80.123 ' -12.6 61.4 4.9
01/02/200606:38:51.846 EST 38.980 -80.138' .+85.7 51.8 4.4 -

01/05/200620:24:39.526GMT STRIK&wf Page2 of1



)

STRIK~~c1
.

i;
.

:~."""=--

'l';':' ..<'.. ..,.' ' ."

~),:'..',):;.' ."...YI18ILI.
;:'.:i';r~}. .'tr ... .'Reliable>

STRIKEnet Report 105610 Redo of 105304

Refel'ence:
Ordered by:

Sago 01-02-06
Monte Hieb
v..'\' Office of2..I:>J:S&T
g2 IhdustriaITh:ive

Oak Hill, WV25901 USA

Start Time
Ind Time
Celiter Latitude
Center Laugitude
Lilca.nOI1
Search Radias

011021200605:00:00 EST
OL~~200607~O~OEST
38.9408
-802028
L-\T.iLON
5.00mi .-------

9941/&canfidence ellipses far all strikes detected witbin die searcli area.

.,
./

2006.01.02
05:00:00 EST

2006.01-02
05:20:00 EST

2006.01-02
06:00:00 EST

2006.01.02
06:20:00 EST

2006.01.02
06:40:00 EST

2006.01.02
07 :00:00 EST

}\.fedian strike location accuracy is :SOO meters. lightning data provided by the U.S. ~"1.DN'~ and CI.DN.

01/12':200623:13:47 .442 G~IT

STAJ~
Page 1 of 3
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Vaisala STRIKEnet@

Was it really lightning?

Vaisala STRIKEnet Provides the Most Reliable Lightning Location Technology for Objective Claim
Verification

Vais~la STRIKEnet@is an online lightning verification report that objectively and accurately reports individual
cloud-to-ground lightning strikes at a specific location on the date of loss. Vaisala STRIKEnet@is available 24
hours a day, seven days a week, within minutes, and reports are viewable online. The NLDN or the CLDN is the
lightning data source.

Scientifically proven, the U.S. National Lightning Detection Network@(NLDN) and the Canadian Lightning
Detection Network (CLDN) provide the most accurate lightning data information available.

Vaisala STRIKEnet@is trusted and used by the top ten property and casualty insurance companies, power
utilities, researchers and legal investigators to provide objective, documented evidence of the presence or
absence of lightning.

Since 1995, over 200,000 lightning claims reports have been verified by Vaisala STRIKEnet@and data from the
NLDN. It has been verified that almost one-third of all lightning claims did not involve lightning on the date of loss.

Vaisala STRIKEnet@lightning verification reports help control costs and streamline the claim verification process.

Investigation methods without lightning verification reports are very subjective because they are too general or
rely on human interpretation. Lightning affidavits, generic weather reports, or on-site physical inspection of a very
complex weather event can be validated by innovative technology from Vaisala STRIKEnet@.

Vaisala STRIKEnet@Reports.Vaisala STRIKEnet@Bc;lsicReport: A summary of the number of lightning strikes detected in your search area
for a time period up to 24 hours..Vaisala STRIKEnet@Location Map: Get a map with lightning activity plotted within your search region..Vaisala STRIKEnet@ Confidence Ellipse Map: Add 99% confidence ellipses to your point plot map. These
ellipses indicate a 99% certainty that the recorded lightning event contacted the ground within the bounds of the
ellipse..Vaisala STRIKEnet@Strike Details Report: Includes the date, time (to nearest second), latitude, longitude, peak
current (kA), bearing and range from the search center point for each detected strike.

To order a Vaisala STRIKEnet report visit http://thunderstorm.vaisala.com

This page was printed from www.vaisala.com on Jan 8, 2006

URL: http://www.vaisala.comlbusinessareas/measurementsystems/thunderstorm/products/data%20archive%20and%20reports/strikenetfax

http://www.vaisala.comfbusinessareas/measurementsystems/thunderstormlproductS/ data%2... 1/7/2006
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This page was printed from www.vaisala.com on Jan 8, 2006
URL: http://www.vaisala.comJbusinessareas/measurementsystemslthunderstormlknowledgecenter/aboutnldn
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http://www.vaisala.com!businessareas/measurementsystems/thunderstorrnlknowledgecenter/...1/7 12006
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Vaisala's U.S. National Lightning Detection Network@

Vaisala's u.s. NLDN@is the most reliable lightninginformationsystem monitoringcloud-to-ground lightning
activityacross the continental United States, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Key Applications for NLDNLightning Information

. Weather forecasting: Help predict severe weather for publicwarning

. Electricpowerutifities:Pre-positionfieldcrewsforapproachingstormthreats and to improveengineering
and designwithlightninganalysis. Airtrafficcontrol: Re-route aircraft around hazardous thunderstorms

. Airports:Suspend high-riskactivitieslikefuelingduring lightning threats

. Insurance and arson: Investigate lightning as the cause of property damage or fire

. Power-sensitive manufacturing and processing operations: Prepare fot storm-caused power outages by
switching to back-up power early. Hazardous materials handling: Warn personnel working near explosives and flammable materials to
evacuate

. Forestry: Dispatch crews to suspected fire starts for more suCcessful initialattack. Golf and outdoor recreation: Warn players to seek safety frQm storms. Launch facilities: Monitor for safest weather conditions for shuttle and satellite launches

How the NLDN works

,
j

Step 1: Network of lightning sensors
U.S. NLDN consists of more than 100 remote, ground-based Vaisala IMPACT ESP Lightning

Sensors

Step 2: Lightning detection
VaisalaIMPACTESPsensorsinstantlydetecttheelectromagneticsignalsgivenoff when

lightningstrikestheearth'ssurface

Step 3: Data collection from sensors
Vaisala IMPACTESPsensorssendrawdata via satelliteto the NetworkControlCenter in

Tucson,Arizona

)
./

Step 4: Lightning data analysis
Withinseconds,the NCC'scentralanalyzersprocessinformationon location,time,polarity,and

amplitudeof eachstroke
Step 5: Lightninginformationdelivery

Lightning information is sent to customers across the country

http://www.vaisala.com/businessareas/measurementsystems/thunderstorm/knowledgecenterl...l/7 /2006


