
 
 
Fatality #9 – May 18, 2004 
Machinery - Underground - IN  
Black Beauty Coal Company - Air Quality #1 Mine 
 
COAL MINE FATALITY - On Tuesday, May 18, 2004, a 30-year old mechanic with one year 
experience was fatally injured while positioning the continuous mining machine for servicing 
with a remote control unit. The victim was found pinned between the right side of the discharge 
boom and the coal rib.  

 

Best Practices 

• Ensure the continuous mining machine operator and all others are well beyond the 
turning radius of the machine before starting or moving equipment.  

• Ensure the continuous miner is de-energized before positioning the trailing cable.  
• Alert anyone who will be operating a continuous miner by remote control that controls 

will move the machine in the opposite direction when facing towards the boom.  
• Establish safe operating procedures for remote control continuous mining machine 

operations, including tramming and cable handling.  
• Ensure everyone including maintenance personnel are thoroughly task trained before 

operating the continuous miner by remote control.  

This is the 9th fatality reported in calendar year 2004 in the coal mining industry. As of the accident date in 
2003, there were 13 fatalities reported in the coal mining industry. This is the 4th fatality classified as 
Machinery in 2004 and the second while positioning a remote controlled continuous miner. At this time in 
2003, there was one fatality classified as Machinery. 




