U.S. Department of Labor Mine Safety and Health Administration
1100 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, Virginia 22209-3939

MAR 1 2 2008

MEMORANDUM FORKEVIN G. STRICKLIN
Administrator for Coal
Mine Safety and Health
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Director, Program Evaluation and Information Resources
Chairman, MSHA Fatality Review Committee

EDWARD P. CLAIR Zwwane’ /"Ll
Associate Solicitor for Mine Safety and Health
Member, MSHA Fatality Review Committee

JEFFREY A. DUNCA

Director, Educational Policy and Development
Member, MSHA Fatality Review Committee

MARK E. SKILES (S’
4nDirector, Technical Sup

Member, MSHA Fatality Review Committee

Deceased: _ Case No.: C-2007-48

Date of Incident: October 15, 2007 Date of Death: October 15, 2007
Operator: Orchard Coal Company Mine: Orchard Slope
Decision: Not Chargeable
In a unanimous decision, the MSHA Fatality Review Committee has determined that

the death of |} should not be charged to the mining industry.
MSHA's investigation revealed that the deceased, the mine owner and operator, was
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found on the floor of the change room by the mine foreman. His left boot was off and a
shot gun was found underneath him. The Pennsylvania Coroner's Certificate of Death
lists the manner of death as “Suicide.” Based on the Certificate of Death and the results
of MSHA's investigation, the committee members concluded that the cause of
I - th was suicide and that his death should not be charged to the

mining industry.
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