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P R OCEETDTI NG S

MR. O"DONNELL:

My name 1s Joe
O"Donnell. I"m an accident
investigator with the Mine,
Safety & Health
Administration, an agency of
the United States Department
of Labor. With me 1s Derek
Baxter with the Solicitor~"s
Office and Sherrie Hayashi
with the Utah Commission of
Labor. We"ll be conducting
the questioning today.

I, together with other
government i1nvestigators and
specialists, have been
assigned to Investigate the
conditions, events and
circumstances surrounding the
fatalities that occurred at
the Crandall Canyon Mine 1i1n
Utah 1n August of 2007. The

investigation 1s being

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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conducted by MSHA under
Section 103(a) of the Federal
Mine Safety and Health Act and
the Utah Commission of Labor.
We appreciate your assistance
in this 1nvestigation.

After the i1nvestigation
is complete, MSHA will issue a
public report detailing the
nature and causes of the
fatalities 1n the hope that
greater awareness about the
causes of accidents can reduce
their occurrence i1n the
future.

Information obtained
through witness i1Interviews 1s
frequently 1ncluded 1n these
reports. Your statement may
also be used 1n other
proceedings.

You may have a personal
representative present during
the taking of this statement

and may consult with your

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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representative at any time.
Your statement 1s completely
voluntary. You may refuse to
answer any question and you
can terminate the interview at
any time or request a break.
Since this 1s not an
adversarial proceeding, formal
cross-examination will not be
permitted. However, your
personal representative may
ask clarifying questions as
appropriate.

A court reporter will
record your Interview soO
please speak loudly and
clearly. IfT you don*"t
understand a question, just
ask me and 1°11 rephrase 1t.
Please answer each question as
fully as you can i1ncluding any
information that you-“ve
learned from someone else.

I*d like to thank you

in advance for your appearance

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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here. We appreciate your
assistance 1n this
investigation and your
cooperation 1s critical 1In
making the nation®s mines
safer.

After we fTinish asking
question, you"re going to have
an opportunity to make a
statement and provide us with
any other information that you
believe to be important. 1T
at any time after the
interview you recall any
additional 1nformation that
you believe might be useful,
please contact Richard Gates
at the telephone number and
e-mail address on this card.

Ms. Kirkwood, would you
swear the witness?

BRIAN PRITT, HAVING FIRST BEEN DULY
SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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MR. O"DONNELL:

Ms. Kirkwood, are you
empowered as a notary iIn the
State of Utah?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

I am.

MR. O"DONNELL:

And when does your
commission expire?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

August 15th, 2008.
MR. O"DONNELL:

And have you sworn in
Mr. Pritt?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

Il have.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. Mr. Pritt, please state your

11

full name and address for the record?

A Brian Keith Pritt, (b)(7)(C)
(b) (7)(C)
Q. And do you have any questions

about the interview process as I "ve
described 1t?

A . Il don"t.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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12
Q. Mr. Pritt, do you have a

personal representative with you
today?
A I do.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Would your personal
representative 1dentify
himself by name and address
for the record?

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

Marco Rajkovich, 2333
Alumni Park Plaza, Suite 310,
Lexington Kentucky, 40517.
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q.- Are you aware that your
representative may have a conflict of
interest 1n representing you while
provided by someone else such as the
company?

A Yes, sSir.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Mr. Rajkovich, would
you state for the record
whether you also represent the

mine operator in this matter?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

I do.
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q- With this, do you still want
this person as your representative?
A Yes, sSir.

Q. Okay. Brian, how many years

of mining experience do you have?

A In April 1t will be four
years.
Q. And just briefly, what mining

experience do you have as far as what
companies you“"ve worked for?

A. I started contracting for
Twenty-Mile Coal Mine 1n Colorado and
from there I went to work for Tower.
And when 1 got hired full time 1 was
transferred to West Ridge and have

been at Crandall Canyon ever since.

Q.- And how long have you been
there?

A Crandall Canyon would be ---
it"s over --- about three years.

Q.- Three years. And what do you

do there?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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A Everything, pretty much
utility outby. The last year and a
half 1°"ve been fireboss and all the

outby stuff, help Iin the sections,

just whatever needs ---.

Q.- Jack of all trades?

AL Yeah.

Q.- And what were you doing on
August 6th? What was your job that
date?

A I was outby boss and fireboss.
Q.- And do you have any mining
certificates from ---7?

A I do have my fTireboss papers.
Q. From what state?

AL From Utah.

Q.- Who®"s your supervisor?

A . Gale Anderson.

Q.- And how long®"s he been your

supervisor?

AL

He was my supervisor for about

a year and a half.

Q- And what was your work

schedule that you were on that week?

A It was --- we was on nights,
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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from 6:00 at night to 6:00 1n the

morning.
Q.- And what part of your schedule
--- what do you work, how many days

on, how many days off?

A. We was working four on, three
off.
Q.- And what part of that cycle of

your work were you on?

A . It was weekend. We was
working Friday, Saturday, Sunday and
Monday .

Q.- So this was your last day of
the week?

AL No, we would have come 1n for
Monday for eight hours.

Q.- Okay. So did you start at
that, your normal shift?

A Yes.

Q.- What about the day before the
6th, did you also work?

A Yes.

Q. From the time that you got 1in
the mines, you started your shift on

the 6th, tell us what happened from

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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the time that you started until the

time that you left after ---?
A Well, on graveyard, we have
two preshifts. The first i1s fronm

7:00 to 10:00 and the second 1s from
3:00 to 6:00. And at the beginning
of the shift, we just got our orders,
what to do and everything, and they
was --- the bosses had to leave
early, we knew that, the salary guys
for a meeting the next morning. And
they jJjust got 1t all lined out about
what they needed done. And right off
the bat, Tim Curtis and I done what
we usually do, we drove 1nto the
section, 1nto the west, and I dropped
him off and we preshift out. Tim, he
walked Seven Belt and then we split
the belts up. And after we got done
with our preshifts, Tfilled the books
out, we jJust done outby work until
the three o"clock preshift which we
decided to do different. Instead of
preshifting out, we preshifted 1iIn

because we were shorthanded, we®"d go

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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in and help them guys for a little

bit before we had to fill the books

out.
Q.- Then what?
A. Well, 1 was heading In to ---

I dropped Tim off at the portal jJust
before three o"clock and then 1
headed in. And I would have stopped
at Two Belt, at the head roller, and
walked 1nto Crosscut 40 where he™d
pick me up. And that®"s when 1
received a PED from Conspect, to call
Conspect. And that was about 2:59.
And I called Conspect and that®"s when

they told me that the Conspect

burtlding shook. And they figured 1t
was a bounce. And I asked them 1f
they tried --- 1f they talked to Don

Erikson In the section which he was

step-up boss, and he saitd, no. And
that"s when I told him to try to PED
him to get a hold of him, that 1 was

headed 1n there, and to get a hold of
Tim Curtis and have him continue

preshifting 1n, walking the belts 1iIn

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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until I found out what was going on.
And then about that time,

that®"s when I talked to our mechanic,
Tim Harper, he was at third north.
And he told me that Jameson Ward was
coming to get him, and that®"s when 1
asked him 1f he needed a ride 1n and
he sairtd no, Jameson was coming to get
him. So I continued 1In and at every
zone | called 1n and called Conspect

to find out 1 f they heard from Don or

anybody 1n the section yet. And they
tell me no. And I told them continue
PEDIng them and 1 continued 1n

through all the zones 1nto Zone Four.

And about 1:07 --- or 1:06 1is
when 1 ran 1into Richard Maxwell. He
was coming out. He parked his 975 he

was on, got in with me, had my

spotter out the window. And we tried
going in. It was so dusty 1t was
hard. We did finally make i1t into

Zone Five and that"s where we met

Jameson Ward and Tim Harper. And
that"s when the --- 1"ve never heard
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

19

nothing like that 1n my life, the
mountain coming 1n like that.

And I finally got a hold of
Tim Curtis and Brent Hardee and had
them bring 1In apparatuses so we could
try to go in to get the guys. And we
waitted at Zone Five until they showed
up, and that"s when we donned our
apparatuses and we made it into 126,
Crosscut 126, and couldn®"t go any
further to get 1nto them guys. And
by then, everybody was notified and
people just started coming in. We
started fixing the air. We started
getting the brattice up because all
the stoppings were blowed out. And
we tried to reestablish the air and
jJust tried to get 1into them guys.
Q. Then after you did that, what
did you do?
A After we established air up to
126, that®"s when they made me leave
to come out to talk to MSHA.
Q- Then after you talked to MSHA,

then what did you do?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A Well, we just --- we went home
and that was i1t after that. Il got
drunk after that deal.

Q.- I"m going to go back and ask
you some questions about that.

So prior to --- let"s see, you
were outside filing out your books,
is that what you said, after your
first preshift?

AL We fTi1lled our books out and
then we done outby work. We was
cleaning out stopping 1n the west at
18 so we could store a belt
structure.

Q. Were you ever 1n the section

that night?

A I wasn®"t, that night.

Q.- And so during your preshift
everything --- anything unusual ---?
AL Everything was pretty much
normal.

Q. And how far did you get i1nto

the mine?

A On the fTi1irst preshift?
Q. Yes.
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A. We went clear into the
section.
Q. You were all the way up into

the section?

A. Yeah, 1 was all the way 1into
the section and I dropped Tim Curtis
off at the feeder. That®"s our

typical routine.
Q.- And then you --- where did you

go after that?

A . And then I turned around and 1
preshifted out to --- 1t would have
been Crosscut 84 --- or 103 1n the
west.

Q.- 103. Did you do that 1n your
truck?

A Yes.

Q. While you were around the

section, did you hear any bumping or
banging or anything like that?

A No, there was no bouncing at
all.

Q.- Just for the record, when you
talk about a bounce or bump, explain

to us what that is.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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AL A bounce 1s just --- 1t just
hits 1nstantly out of nowhere and 1t
just --- there"s just a concussion of
air and i1t jJust feels like the
mountain jJumps up and down. I mean,
most generally you®ve got rib
sloughage coming off and 1t"s just
instantly. I mean, you fTeel 1t,
sometimes 1t can hit you like from
your TfTeet and most generally you feel
the concussion of air.

Q.- What about a bump?

A To me they®"re a bounce. I

don"t know what a bump 1s.

Q. Okay. So we"ll call i1t a
bounce.

AL Yeah.

Q. All right. When you were
first --- when did you first realize

that something had happened?

A When 1 talked to Conspect and
they saitd the Conspect building
shook. And that they hadn®"t talked
to Don Erikson yet.

Q.- And where were you at when you

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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got your PED?

AL I was at --- 1t would have
been Number Four --- well, 1 was 1In
the north when 1 got the PED right
where the north turns to the west.
And that®"s where the head roller Two
Belt starts and that®"s where 1 would

have went 1In and started my preshift.

Q. Now, you got the PED, you
called --- did you feel anything?

A No, 1 was driving in i1n the
north and I didn®"t feel nothing. Of

course, the Isuzu I was in, I mean
it"s litke you constantly bounce 1n

that thing anyway, you don"t just

drive 1t normal. But 1 didn"t feel
nothing.

Q.- Did you hear anything?

AL No, I didn~"t. I didn"t hear

or notice anything different except
for the PED that 1 got.

Q. With the PED, what happens
when you get a message?

A The PED light, 1t beeps and

then the light flashes on and off.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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And then you can read and see what
you have.
Q- Do you remember who the

Conspect guy was that you talked to?

A. I don"t know his name. I know
he"s a young Mexican guy. Mark
Toomer was with him. He was just ---

he was there and he was just
training. I know he was there.

Q.- Do you remember any other
chatter on the phone at that time
initially when you first got the
alert and called Conspect to try to
find out what 1t was? Did you hear
anybody else on the phone or
anything?

A The only other one that was on
the phone that come up was Tim Harper
and he was 1n Third North, and that"s
when we was --- 1 needed to know i1f
he wanted me to pick him up because
he was broke down at Third North.

Q.- So now you headed towards the
section; right?

A Right.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q.- And who did you meet first?

AL Who I met first was Richard
Maxwell.

Q. Richard Maxwell. And then you
saitd that --- did he get 1n with you?
A He got 1n the truck with me.
Q. And you drove to what crosscut
when you realized --- when you saw
some ---. When did you first notice

that something had happened, whether

it be noise or ---7

AL I noticed the dust, 1t was
real heavy, a soon as I hit 89.

Q.- As soon as you hit 89. What

about the ventilation controls, when
did you first realize that something
had happened to the ventilation

controls?

A As soon as | passed --- 1
believe I got to --- 1 believe it
blew them out to 94. As soon as |1
got to 94 1 could see the stoppings

were blowed out.

Q. Was the dust hanging or was 1t
moving? Could you tell ---7?
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A I couldn™t tell. I wasn"t
even noticing i1t.

Q.- Okay. Do you know --- could
you tell ventilation had changed?
AL No, I assumed 1t had because
the stoppings were blowed out. And
it would have been the belt line
stoppings, but the condition they
were 1n | was sure that the return
stoppings were damaged. So I knew
that there was air disruption.

Q.- Okay. So when you saw the ---
you said visibility was bad, then

what did you do, did you continue

inby?

AL Yes.

Q. In the truck?

AL Yes.

Q. And ---.

A Me and Maxwell did.

Q.- Tell us about that, how you

worked your way i1n?
A By feel and just knowing where
I was at. I did bounce off a couple

ribs and we jJust made so many trips

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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in and out of there and just a lot of
guesswork and ---.

Q. So how far did you get 1In
before you stopped and got out?

A We made 1t to Zone Five. 1
believe 1t"s Crosscut 122 or wherever
Zone Five 1s. And that"s where we
met Jameson Ward and Tim Harper
because they couldn®t go 1In no
farther either.

Q.- And did you have a
conversation with those two

gentlemen?

AL Yes.
Q.- What did you talk about?
A Going in to get them guys. We

all jJust wanted to go 1in and Jameson,
he was really --- he wanted to jJust
head right 1n and I convinced him
that we couldn®"t go no further
without apparatuses. We had to wait.
Q.- Did you have a detector with
you?

A. Yes, and my spotter. I had my

spotter out. It was normal. I had

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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good oxygen and no CO. And 1

convinced him to wait until we had
some apparatuses. And then 1 did
call Mark Toomer which he had been
off for a back 1njury and 1 didn™t
know 1f he was allowed underground or
not but I told him he needed to get
all the apparatus rounded up he could
and head 1n with them because we had
nobody else up there. I didn"t know
who was on the way.

Q. So where were the apparatuses
that you were talking about?

AL The apparatuses that they
ended up getting was out of the fTire

brigade trailer.

Q- And who brought those 1In?
A Tim Curtis and Brent Hardee.
Q.- Did you don any breathing

device?

AL Yes.

Q- What did you put on?

A The fire brigade apparatus.

Q- Do you remember what that 1s?

A I don®"t right off hand.
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q.- Is 1t a bottled unit?

A Yeah, they"re a bottled unit.
Q. How do you put 1t on?

A It"s shoulder straps and ---.
Q.- So yourself and who else put
the ---7?

A That was me and Tim Curtis.

They ended up only bringing iIn two
apparatuses and me and Tim Curtis, we
donned the apparatuses, which they re

good for gas and everything and

that"s when we headed i1n. Tim Curtis
or --- Tim Harper and Jameson Ward,
they put their regular SCSRs on. And

we went ahead of them 1In case we hit
gas.

Q. The one that you put on, 1s 1t

a Tfull face mask?

A. Yes.
Q. And did 1t work?
A They worked great. They

worked really great.
Q.- What about the other two that
put the SR-100s on, did they have any

problems?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A . No . We all --- for the

excitement that went on, 1 thought we
all done very well and we®"ve been

trained very well with all of that

stuff.

Q.- So did you stay together
or ---7

A We did. Tim and 1 stayed

right beside each other and Tim and
Jameson stayed behind us, jJust a
short ways behind us 1n case we did
hit gas. And we had our spotters
out. And we ran --- what happened
right off the bat, we didn"t hit no
gas, we jJust ran out of oxygen. |

think the oxygen level went down to

like 16.
Q.- How far did you get in before
the oxygen dropped from --- where did

you say you were at, what crosscut?

A In Zone Five.

Q. Crosscut?

A I think 1t"s 122, Zone Five, |1

believe. And we made 1t to, 1

believe, 123 before our --- my
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q.- Now, were you already under
oxygen?

A Yes. We went in with oxygen.
Q.- Had it on, snapped up and
ready to go.

A And done that basically
because the dust was so bad and we

just didn"t want to breathe that.

31

Q.- Do you remember what entry you

were traveling 1In?

A . It would have been Four, 1
guess, the last one. Four entry.

Q- All the way over to the ---?
AL All the way down south.

Q.- Okay. So how far did you get

in Four? You know what, let"s get a
map - Stay there and 1711 get you a
map .

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

Just for the record,
same map?

MR. O"DONNELL:

Yes, 1t 1s. We"l1l call

this Pritt Exhibit One.
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(Pritt Exhibit One

marked for
identification.)
A That®"s how I always just count

them, from one down, but they might

consider that one but --- 1 always
figure 1t as Four entry. And right
here, the 122 1 believe 1s where the

phones are.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. IT you would just mark on the
map what entry you®"re talking about.
WITNESS COMPLIES
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q- So you®"ve marked Crosscut 122
and we will call this Number One.
A Number One, okay. I was
counting them backwards.
Q. So you traveled 1n Number One
entry to, did you say Crosscut 22
where you hit 16 percent oxygen?
A No, we hit 16 percent right
around 23 and 1/2.

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

You mean 123.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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BY MR.

33
Or 123 and 1/2, sorry.

O"DONNELL:

Q.
poor?

AL

AL

couldn-

Q.

And the visibility was still

Yes.
And when did you notice debris
roadway?

As soon as we hit Zone Five at

Right there?

Yeah, real bad.

How bad?

It was bad enough where you
t get the Isuzu no farther.

Okay. So you traveled on foot

from that crosscut?

AL
Q-
AL
Q-
on the
AL

enough

Right.

And how was the coal piled?
How was 1t piled?

Was 1t piled up 1in the middle,
sides?

The ribs were blowed out

where you couldn®t get the

Isuzu through but you could walk.

And we

made 1t up to, 1 believe 1t
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was 125 and that"s where we seen the
mesh come i1n, where 1t looked like
the top came 1in. But after we
established air and looked at 1t, you
could see Just where the ribs blew
out and just brought 1t down with 1t.
Q. Did you hear anything? Was
the roof working?

A Yeah. I never heard nothing
like 1t in my life.

Q. Tell us how that was?

A It was jJust like 1t was alive.
I mean, just rumbling, working,
bouncing, rocking and rolling. I
never heard nothing like 1t.

Q- Did 1t seem like 1t was right
there? Did 1t seem like 1t was
happening somewhere else and it

was ---7?

A It was the whole mountain.
From 122 1n 1t"s like that mountain
was alive. I mean, the whole thing.
We actually figured 1t was going to
come 1In again any time.

Q. How far did you get in Number

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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One?
A We made i1t into almost 126
where we stopped. And that"s when we

couldn®™t go no further.

Q.- And was the entry fTull of coal
or ---72

AL The mesh was i1n and stuff and
it was --- that entry wasn®"t as fTull

as --- the belt line was completely

full and the other two, they were

full.

Q.- So you traveled as far as you
could 1tn One and then ---7

A We worked our way up through

the belt line, we crossed the belt
line and went clear up to Four entry
to see 1f we could get 1n that way.
And 1t was jJust obvious to us that
there®"s no way 1In there.

Q. Did anyone like rap on the
belt structure or anything like that?
AL I did on the Victaulic
four-inch aluminum line in the belt
line.

Q.- How long did you do that?
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A. For about ten minutes.
Q.- And you heard nothing?
A I mean, that®"s so far, you

know, away, but yeah, we tried that.
Q. What was the lowest the oxygen

got, 1f you could remember?

A I think that®"s as low as my
spotter read. I think 1t was 16
percent.

Q.- So you®"ve checked across all

four entries, couldn®"t communicate
with anyone, low oxygen, couldn®"t get
any further. And then what did you
do now?

AL Richard Maxwell, he had headed
out to get brattice and timbers and
stuff so we could start going 1iIn.

And I had talked to Gary Peacock at
that time and he said they were

sending guys in with supplies.

Q. Did you call out to talk to
Gary or ---7
A. No, I called out to talk to

Conspect, you know, every chance 1

got waiting for them guys to see
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where everybody was at.

Q.- And so about --- from the time
that you started in when you got
Conspect and you suited up, masked
up, you four guys go 1In and try to
get through. Now you®"re back to the
phone and you call Conspect. About

how much time went by?

AL An hour.

Q- And then you went back to what
crosscut to start putting ---?

AL We worked out --- 1 believe we

started going In the west working on

107 on the return side.

Q.- And as you --- on the return
side?

AL Yeah.

Q.- And as you advanced did the

alr get better, visibility get
better?

A Every stop we fixed i1t got
better, yeah.

Q.- How far did you get in before
--- 1 mean, how many curtains did you

put up?
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A We put them all up clear 1nto
126.
Q. And when did someone come 1in,

did you meet anybody?

A Yeah, there were crews 1n
within an hour and 15 minutes they
had guys i1n there. And the one crew
that was 1In there was Dale Black"®™s
crew, his whole crew was 1n there.
And everybody was spread out working
with different stoppings. And me and
Jameson Ward, we pretty much stuck
together and worked on the stoppings
on the return side until we made 1t
up 1n the 120s.

Q.- So what did you --- when did
someone tell you they wanted you to
leave the mine?

AL That would have been around
seven o"clock.

Q.- How did you get that message?
A It was through Brent Hardee
who came and told me that Gale
Anderson wanted me to come out of the

miIne.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

39

Q. And did you leave at that
time?

A No . No, they had to tell me a
couple times. I was trying to get 1in
to get them guys. Gary Peacock, he-®s

the one that ended up making me
leave, but I wasn®"t going to leave
until we tried to get --- until we
found out what the deal was with them
guys.

Q. So then you did leave. Who
did you travel outside with?

AL I rode out 1n the back of the
truck with --- 1t was Brent Hardee
and Tim Curtis and another kid off of
Dale Black®"™s crew that was going to

bring the truck back 1n for them.

Q- So you got outside at what
time?
A . Il believe around --- 1 think

it was around 7:30, 8:00, right 1in
there.

Q.- When you got outside, did you
talk to anyone? Did you meet someone

from MSHA or the company?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

40

A Yeah. I had just --- when 1
come out, I jJust come out to the
light room and they said I had to

meet with MSHA down at the Conspect
Burlding. And that 1 had could take
a shower 1f I wanted to, had enough
time. And that"s what 1 done. |
showered and went right down. I met
up with Tim Curtis --- or Tim Harper
and Jameson Ward and the three of us
waitted to talk to MSHA.

Q- Do you remember who the MSHA

person was?

A I don™"t.

Q.- You don"t remember?

A No . There was three guys
there.

Q. Three of them?

AL Yeah. And then about four

company guys.
Q. And you gave them the same
kind of debriefing?

A The same, exact same thing.
Q.- Did they assign you any other

duties for the rest of the day?
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A No, that was 1it. They sent us

home because that was --- | mean, our
shift goes from 6:00 to 6:00 and they
just said go home.

Q.- When did they call you to come

back to work after the 6th?

AL I Just --- | came back 1In on
the 8th.
Q.- Tell me what did you do, what

were your assignments?

A That first day when 1 come
back I helped them finish putting up
permanent stopping which was Kennedy
panels. We finished them --- 1 think
the last one 1 helped work on was
124.

Q.- And how many days did you work
before you took any more time off?

AL I worked from then to --- the
Thursday the three got killed 1
didn"t go in that night.

Q.- So when would be the last day
you worked?

A . It would have been that

Wednesday before the Thursday.
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Q. And what was your role? What
did they have you doing?

A. After --- when 1 come back on
the 8th 1 helped finish the stoppings
and after that they had me just clean
the belt line.

Q.- Did you ever have to go up to

where they were cleaning up?

AL Yes.

Q. Oh, you did?

A Yes. I went In there a couple
times.

Q.- What did you do, just --- did

you do any work up there?

A No, 1 preshifted a couple
times.

Q.- Do you remember how they were
advancing, how they were ---?

A They were --- they could only

go 50 feet at a time and then had to
pull back to set rock props. |
didn"t get a chance to go up i1nto the
face after that.

Q.- Did you ever help them set

rock props?
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A No .

Q. Cable ---

A No .

Q- --- pull?

AL No, they had me outby cleaning
the belt line, like 1 said.

Q- So you just went up ---7

A Yeah, 1 preshifted, 1 think

twice, and that was just to the

feeder as far as 1| went so I didn*"t
have ---

Q.- Did you go all the way across?
A I walked up the entry, Number

One, I walked up to where the feeder
iIs at and then cut across there and
get the belt line and walk the belt
line out.

Q.- What about the conditions, did
you see any difference from the time
that you were in on the 6th and now
it"s the ---?

A Well, yeah. I mean,
everything was totally different from
the 6th. You could see where the

belt line had come 1in a little bit
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but at that time they had a lot of

timber set and everything and 1t
looked pretty secure, pretty stable.
I didn"t see anything where they were
taking weight or anything, any the
timbers.

Q.- Did you notice any bottom
heaving anywhere?

AL No, not at that time |1 didn"t.
Q.- And what did the ribs look

like? I mean, you said that they

were ---7
AL Pretty much consistent as they
always was 1i1nby. I mean, you know,

you could see from that they had had
another bounce, you know. That
second bounce they had, 1t loosened
the ribs up pretty good but they
wasn®"t coming 1In any more than that,
not that I could see.

Q- Were you i1n there when there

was that second bounce?

A. No.

Q.- Did you experience ---?

A No, the second bounce would
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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have been on the 7th, I guess, when
they had that second bounce, 1
belireve.

Q.- What about the 16th, did you

say you were off that day?

A Yeah, 1 jJjust didn"t go 1n.
Q.- Do you need a break?

A No .

Q.- You said earlier that you

weren"t 1n the section that day.
When was the last time you were 1in
the section?

A I was 1n --- 1 drove 1n the
section and dropped him off at seven
o"clock, but 1t had been the day
before we was 1n there.

Q. What were you doing 1In the
section that day?

A Just helping hand cable, you
know, help the guys, whatever they
needed, you know, to get done.

Q. What were the conditions like
the last time you were 1In the
section?

A The same as they"d always

45
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been, jJjust --- you get a little, you
could call them bumps, I guess, you
know, you jJjust get little tremors and

stuff, 1 mean, just typical stuff.

Q. Was any coal being thrown?
A. No .
Q.- Did you ever experience any

coal being thrown in there before
from a bump?

A No, no, I hadn-t. From bumps
l"ve seen coal come off the rib but
not thrown, you know, jJjust slough
off. But I*"ve seen where 1t has, you
know, sloughed off 1t the entries and
stuff but 1"ve never seen 1t thrown.
Q.- Do you remember when you were
in the section last what crosscut

they were mining i1In?

A. No, 1 don-"t. I dropped Tim

off at Six and 1 believe they were at

139.

Q.- Is that where the feeder was

at, 1397

A . No, the feeder was, 1 believe,

132, 1 think. I"m not for sure of
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that.

Q. Did you ever watch them mine
coal or ---7°

A Oh, yeah.

Q.- So did you do that the day
before?

AL The day before I was at the

miner for a little bit.

Q.- Where at on the map there do
you beliteve they were mining?

A The day before I think 1t was

--- well, 1t was right before that

jJob. I think they were at 142, |1
belireve. And 1t should have been the
Number Two entry, 1 think, I believe.
Q. Were you iIn there very long?
A No, I Just went 1n just for

--- Just to see how Manny was doing,
Manny Sanchez i1s a good friend of
mine, he®"s a miner operator. And
everything seemed pretty normal up to
that point.

Q. Do you remember where the
dinner hole was?

A . Il don"t. Il don"t.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

48

Q. So you weren"t involved really
with any of the cleanup operations,
the rescue operations?

A. No, no, I wasn"t. No, they
kept me out of there for some reason.
I don"t know why.

Q.- Overall, you"ve worked at a
couple other mines, what would you
--- jJjust tell us what you believe the
conditions of the Crandall Canyon
Mine were as far as problems go?
Describe the roof and rib. You
traveled probably other parts of the
mine?

AL They were good. I mean, we
got a really good top and the ribs
were --- 1 never seen no real trouble
with them. I mean, they just --- you
know, we"d get some bounces and
sloughing a little bit more than
others but, you know, 1 never
witnessed no coal bounce so hard
enough to throw coal out 1nto the
middle of the entry.

Q.- Just a little background, were
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you working when they drove the south
barrier?

AL Yeah.

Q. And pulled 1T€. What about the

north barrier, were you there when

they ---7°

A I was up there then, too.

Q- When they drove 1t?

AL Yeah.

Q- And pulled 1t?

AL Yeah.

Q.- What about any other parts of

the mine you were there for?

A I was 1n the south --- where
are we at?

Q. The south on the large map?
AL Yeah, on the large map, down

in the south, down there at Third

Q. So all these areas you were 1In
several areas throughout the mine,
tell us about the conditions?

AL They were good, I mean, as far
as | know. I mean, I didn"t see

nothing real --- any hazards i1nvolved
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in --- 1t had good top everywhere.
Like 1 said, just like anywhere with
your pillaring, and that much coal
you want to stay in the middle of the
entry just because of roll or

something.

Q. What about when they drove the
north?
A . It was the same as the south

basically.
Q.- What about when they pulled

the north?

AL It was --- 1t bounced.

Q. Did it?

AL Yeah, 1t bounced.

Q.- Was there any occasion that

you can remember where they stopped
mining?

A They pulled out about --- 1iIn
the north around the same area. They
pulled out and come out and then

that"s when we went down 1Into the

south.
Q. Do you know why they pulled
out?
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A. The top was just getting too
heavy .

Q. Is there any reason why they
stopped driving 1t? I mean, 1t looks

like they had some coal out ahead of

them but they stopped.

A We ran into a whole lot of
water.

Q. Did you?

A Yeah.

Q. Where was the water coming out

of, was 1t cracked, bolts?
A It was coming out of the bolts
out of the top, coming out bad like a

rain forest.

Q. So they started pulling the
section back. Did 1t get any better?
AL Oh, yeah, we got out of the

water after a few breaks.
Q.- But what about the roof

conditions, rib conditions?

A. The roof conditions, they were
always good. We got good top all the
way through there. You know, the

ribs, they come 1In some, but ---.
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Q.- So how far did they get out

before they actually --- 1 mean, how
did you find out that they were going
to be pulled, stopped retreating the
section?

AL They just told us we were
going to move down i1nto the south and
just go 1In and start --- we was
bringing out belt line stuff.

Q.- Do you know 1f they pulled out
a few blocks and began pillaring
again?

A. I think they did. I think
they pulled out two or three and
started pillaring again but 1 think
it was a little bit too heavy so
that"s when they decided to just pull
out.

Q.- Were you aware of any other
bounces that occurred up there?

A I was 1n a few. I was always
bouncing.

Q.- But I mean, once the --- did
you have any occasion to be there

when the mining had to stop?
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A . Il never was, no.
Q. What about In the south?
AL In the south? I was down

there and i1t was in a lot of bounces.
And I mean, 1 even walked i1In seven
and bairled out just preshifting, you
know, I"d be 1n bounces and stuff.
And we was splicing belt, 1 mean,
just a common occurrence.

Q.- Was there ever an occasion

where you reported bounces?

A No, because generally we was
all together and 1 mean, 1t just was
typical. I mean, jJust because 1t

bounced, we got used to 1t.

Q.- What about where you couldn™t
drive through 1t or you ---7

A. No, 1 never had anything like
that. l"ve had to clean out some

walkways on the belt line, you know,
just because where the ribs had
sloughed off.

Q- About how high --- what was
the mining height?

A . I think they was averaging
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like nine foot.

Q- Everywhere?

A Yeah, typically. You know, a
little bit higher, little bit lower
places. That was average height.

Q. Did you notice the rib
conditions being any different 1in
different parts of the mine? Like
you said that you had a little bit of
activity 1n the north?

A. Yeah. Where they were
pillaring and where they were
pillaring an outby, you know, up to
siX or seven breaks, 1t seemed to
slough a little bit more than farther
out. But nothing --- 1t was just
normal to me.

Q.- You said that the north
barrier made a little bit more noise?
AL They both bounced about the
same. I mean, you"re i1n there and
that"s jJust why coalminers are jumpy
because when a bounce hits, 1t just
hits. There"s no warning, there®s no

nothing, 1t happens.
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Q.- Now, you said you had low 02
when you were traveling up iInto
Number One entry, obviously because
the controls were out. Did you ever,
the time that you®"ve been an examiner

there, find low 027

AL No .

Q. Methane?

A No methane at all.

Q.- Did you ever examine any of

the bleeder entries?

A. No.
Q.- What about the seals?
A. In the seals, yes. Like when

I*"d preshift like 1n the north and
stuff, we examined all the seals.
Q.- Did you ever open up one of
the valves and check 1t to see what

was In 1t?

A. Yes.
Q.- Which ones did you do that to?
A . Mainly 1n the north. Usually

it was someone else that done --- 1
think those two right there in the

west and I never ---. Well, after we
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got down to the south, I don"t think

they --- they only done them on the
weeklies.

Q.- Do you remember which seal you
cracked?

AL I don™"t.

Q.- What did you --- was i1t
ingasing or outgasing?

A It was 1ngasing.

Q.- Did you ever have any --- when
you were cracking them where they
were outgasing?

A . No. I saitd the ones 1 had
typically done were 1n the north, the
old seals and ---.

Q.- And anytime you cracked them,
they were ingasing.

A You know, everything was fine.
That®"s why everybody wanted to work
at that mine, because 1t was the
safest mine around.

Q.- What about when you did your
exam on the seals, did you ever get
any ---7

A I never seen anything. My
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spotter never picked up anything.

Q.- What about conditions with the
ventilation controls, as far as
rolling, panels rolling, seals
starting to crush, anything like that
would cause any problems 1in
ventilation or sealing, the seal
areas?

A. We had had, in the past, when
we was in the north we had a couple
bounces that blew out some stoppings
that just loosened them where we had
to go and fTix them. But besides
that, nothing.

Q. Where was that at?

A That would have been up around
107, 1in that area, up on the return
side.

Q.- And you say --- what did it

do, 1t knocked them out?

AL That just loosened them up.

Q. And from what, rib pressure?
A No, just the concussion.

Q. Oh . Do you remember when that

was about?
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A . It was last winter. Il don™"t
have a clue when. lt was when we was
up In the north so ---.

MR. O"DONNELL:

Okay. Let"s take a
five-minute break or a
ten-minute break.
SHORT BREAK TAKEN
BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. IfT you would, on the --- when
you went back in the mine, when you
went under oxygen on August 6th and
when you tried to get Into the Number
One through Number Four entry, would
you mark on the map, with the marker,
your route of travel, 1f you would?
A We would have went in at 123.
We crossed the belt line.

Q. Just mark on there how far you

went up.

A Okay. We went up ---.

Q. Put your furthest point of
travel.

A . It was right there, about as

far as we could get to 126.
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Q.- And you are indicating almost
to 126 crosscut of Number One entry.
A Right. And where we went up
to check the four entries would have
been at 123. We crossed the belt
line and made 1t up to Number Four.
We came back and when we
reestablished our airr, |1
reestablished --- helped to
reestablish air from 123 1nto 126.
That"s as far as we could have went
in the belt line.

Q. Did you go over i1nto Number
Three and Number Four at 126 or what
was the furthest point that you got
into ---?

A That"s the furthest point |1
could get into, was right there at
126. I could go no further.

Q.- What about Number Three and

Number Four entry?

A I did not go 1into them. They
were --- there were other guys 1n
there by then. As a matter of fact,

it was Gary Peacock and Lyle
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Christensen.

Q.- But you did get 1in down at
number ---.

A 123.

Q. 123.

AL Yeah.

Q. Thank you. Do you know where
the --- where they started cleaning

material up when they started the
rescue operation i1n this section?

A . Well, 1t would have had to
have been at 124.

Q. Was 1t in Number Three, Four
entry, Number One entry?

AL I don"t know. After that ---
after the 6th, I didn®"t go 1In on the
7th, 1 come back on the 8th and help
build --- finish stoppings. And
after that, like 1 said, they pretty
much Just kept me out of there. I
preshifted one time and ---.

Q.- Did you ever volunteer to go
up and do some work?

A. That"s all 1 did. But they

did not want me in there for some
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reason.
Q.- Do you have any i1dea what the
reason was?

AL I have no clue. I Just --- 1

jJust knew --- 1 knew all them guys

except for the two new hires that had

just been there for, you know, a

couple of days. I worked with them
for a long time. And I just wanted
to get 1n there and do something to
help. And I don*"t know, I kind of
forgot to ask after that. Or 1 did
ask them, but they just didn"t seem
like they wanted me 1n there, so |
don"t know.

Q.- Did you ever complain to the
company about conditions before this
or had brought to anybody®s attention
problems that they may have that they

need to take care of and didn*™t

or ---7°

A No . IT I seen --- on my
examinations, 1f I seen anything that
I thought was a hazard, 1 would put

it in the books and fix 1t that way.
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Q.- Thanks. What about --- we

talked a little bit about heave,
bottom heave. Where --- you saird ---
I can"t remember 1f you said you
noticed bottom heave anywhere in the
mine; did you?

AL I had before. And that was
--- that"s documented --- that was
even put In the books by one of the
inspectors. That was down Ilike at
--- like at 133, 1n that area,

there®"s some bottom heave.

Q. 133 of which barrier ---7°

AL There 1n the belt line.

Q- And which barrier pillar?

AL It would have been 1n the
south.

Q- In the south barrier pillar.

And that was the same that somebody
had put in the book then; right?

AL Yeah.

Q. Do you know how large of an

area 1t was and how much was heaved?

A. It wasn®"t even the length of
the belt structure. It was Just one
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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little area. And 1t was jJjust --- and
that Inspector that even --- that he
even put 1t down i1t was just mostly a
walkway 1i1ssue.

Q. Did you notice 1t anywhere

else In the mine?

A. No .
Q.- Now, you said that the top was
too heavy 1In the north barrier. Who

told you that the top was too heavy?

A I had just took it for granted
myself. Just coming iIn, 1t was just
heavy.

Q.- Nobody ever told you, say hey,
here"s how --- the reason why we"re

pulling out of here ---

A. No .

Q.- --- 1s because --- okay. Were
you ever trained on the apparatus,

that breathing apparatus?

AL Yes.

Q. When --- who trained you?
A Fire brigade training.

Q.- So you were a member of the

fire brigade ---
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AL Yes.

Q. --- at the mine.

AL Yes.

Q. What 1s your current work

status? Do you still work at

the ---7?

A Crandall Canyon Mine.

Q. You still work there. Same
job?

A Yeah. Yeah, 1 guess so.

Q.- And do you remember when your

last annual retraining was?
A . Yeah, last December.
Q- Have you given a written
statement or interview to anybody
before this 1nterview regarding the
accident?
A Just the day of the 6th, when
I talked to MSHA.

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

And we discussed some
things.
AL Yeah, we discussed ---.

BY MR. O"DONNELL:

Q. Has anyone offered you
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anything or made a promise to you 1n

exchange for you to appear here

today?
A . No.
Q.- Do you have anything you-©d

like to add that may be relevant to
the 1nvestigation?

A . Il don"t at this time, no.
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MR. O"DONNELL:

On behalf of MSHA, 1
want to thank you for
appearing and answering
questions today. Your
cooperation 1Is very iImportant
to the 1nvestigation as we
work to determine the cause of
the accident.

We ask that you not
discuss your testimony with
any person who may have
already been interviewed or
who may be iInterviewed in the
future. This will ensure that
we obtain everybody®s ---

everyone®s i1ndependent
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recollection of events
surrounding the accident.

After questioning other
witnesses, we may call you if
we have any other follow-up
questions that we feel we may
need to ask you. IT at any
time you have additional
information regarding the
accident that you®"d like to
provide to us, please contact
us at the numbers that we gave
you.

The Mine Act provides
certain protections to miners
who provide information to
MSHA, and as a result are
treated adversely. IT at any
time you believe that you“ve
been treated unfairly because
of your cooperation in this
investigation, you should
immediately notify MSHA.

IT you wish, you may

now go back over any answer
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stat
make

A No,

have given us during the
rview and also make any
ement that you®"d like to
at this time.
thank you. That"s all.
MR. O"DONNELL:

67

Okay, thanks again. We

appreciate you coming forward.

Your

lot.

information helped us a

* * @ * @ * X X X *

STATEMENT CONCLUDED AT 11:36 A.M.

* * * * X X X *
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