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P R OCEETDTI NG S

MR. WATKINS:

Carl, my name is Tim
Watkins. I'm an accident
investigator with the Mine,
Safety and Health
Administration, an agency of

the United States Department

of Labor. With me today 1is
Derek Baxter. He's from the
Solicitor's Office. And we

will be conducting the
gquestioning todavy.

I, together with other
government i1nvestigators and
specialists have been assigned
to 1nvestigate the conditions,
events and circumstances
surrounding the fatalities
that occurred at the Crandall
Canyon Mine 1n Utah i1n August
2007.

The Tnvestigation 1s

being conducted by MSHA under

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Section 103(a) of the Federal
Mine Safety and Health Act and
the Utah Commission of Labor.
We appreciate your assistance
in this investigation.

After the i1nvestigation
is complete MSHA will i1ssue a
public report detailing the
nature and cause of the
fatalities 1n the hope that
greater awareness about the
cause of the accidents can
reduce their occurrence in the
future. Information obtained
through witness i1Interviews 1s
frequently 1ncluded 1n these
reports and your statement may
also be used 1n other
proceedings.

You may have a personal
representative present during
the taking of this statement
and you may consult with the
representative at any time.

Your statement 1s completely

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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voluntary and you may refuse
to answer any question and you
may terminate your i1interview
at any time. If you need to
take a break, you may request
a break at any time.

Since this 1s not an
adversarial proceeding, formal
Cross Examination will not be
permitted. However, your
personal representative may
ask clarifying questions as
appropriate.

A court reporter will
record your Interview soO
please speak loudly and
clearly. IfT you do not
understand a question please
ask me to rephrase 1t or to
repeat 1t. Please answer each
question as fully as you can,
including any i1nformation that
you may have learned from
someone else.

I would like to thank

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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you 1n advance for your
appearance here. We
appreciate your assistance 1n
this Investigation. Your
cooperation 1s critical 1In
making the nation®s mines
safer.

After we have finished
asking questions you will have
an opportunity to make a
statement and provide us with
any other information that you
believe to be important. 1T
at any time after the
interview you recall any
information that you believe
may be useful please contact
Richard Gates at the telephone
number or e-mail address
provided on this card.

Ms. Kirkwood, could you
please swear 1n the witness?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

Could you please raise

your right hand?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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CARL GRESSMAN, HAVING FIRST BEEN DULY
SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

MR. WATKINS:

Ms. Kirkwood, are you
empowered as a notary iIn the
State of Utah?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

I am.

MR. WATKINS:

When does your
commission expire?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

August 15th, 2008.
MR. WATKINS:

And have you sworn in
Mr. Gressman?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

Il have.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Carl, do you have any
questions about the iInterview process
as I"ve explained 1t or described 1t

to you?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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A . No .

Q.- And do you have a personal
representative with you today?

AL Yes.

Q.- And would your personal
representative please 1dentify
himself by name and address for the
record, please?

ATTORNEY SILVESTER:

Yeah. I°m Fred
Silvester. I"m a lawyer 1in
Salt Lake City. My address 1s

1371 East 2100 South, Suite
200, Salt Lake City, 84105.
BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Carl, are you appearing here

today voluntarily?

AL Yes.
Q- Let me get a little bit of
background information from you. How

many years of mining experience do
you have?

AL A total of about three and a
half years.

Q- Could you give me a little bit

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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of a description about those three
and a half years of experience, where
you spent them at, what jobs vyou
held?

AL l"ve probably been 1Into about
every mining position there 1i1s,
except for bossing, of course. Il "ve
worked on long walls. l*"ve worked
miner sections, worked 1n pillar
sections. l"ve run various types of
equipment. I first started out 1n

Wyoming, Shoshone Coal Mine 1n Hanna,

Wyoming . And started up again 1iIn
2004 --- well, Crandall Mine was
Genwal then and from there 1 moved to
West Ridge. And at this time 1 am
--- at the time of the accident 1 was
a beltman at West Ridge. That®s
pretty much 1t, 1 guess.

Q- So you worked at Crandall 1in
20047

AL 2004 .

Q. How long did you work at

Crandall?

A . Il was there until the

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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following August of 2005; 1s that

right? Yeah. I was trying to think
when they sent me. I"m pretty sure
it was 1n August.
Q- And what were you doing 1In
that time frame at Crandall, what was
your ---7
A At Crandall? I was pretty
much an 1Tnexperienced miner again so
I kind of was starting over. So 1
worked different places but at the
time of my --- they sent me over to
West Ridge I was 1n the pillar
section on a downshift. So
basically, 1 did all the power moves
for them and belt moves and got them
set up for the next shifts, basically
a downshift.
Q.- Did you run any equipment for
them or anything at Crandall?
A At Crandall? Yeah. I run the
bolter and the buggies and scoops and
we moved the equipment around for
them but you need to set them up for

the following shifts. So we moved

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the MRSs and the miner and various

things.

Q. Where were they mining at the
time when you ran the miner and ---?
A They were down south mains.
Q.- South mains?

A Yeah.

Q. So you was on the pillar

section i1n the south mains?

A Yeah. I wasn®"t on the
pillars, 1 was on the downshifting of
the pillar sections.

Q. You were on the downshift?

AL Downshift, yeah. They did ---

we weren’t actually mining.

Q- You were setting up for them?
A Setting up for them, yeah.
Q. What were the conditions like

in the south mains when they were
mining down there as far as roof
conditions go and stuff?

A I thought the conditions were
okay for what 1, you know, didn-"t
know or knew about the pillar

sections because I wasn"t experienced

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

16
enough. It had been the first time |

had been there. And from what my
bosses have told me, you know, things
were --- pretty much that®"s how
things were, all the popping and

bounces and how quiet 1t was at the

time. Of course 1t was different
when they were mining but while I was
there 1 thought the conditions were
fine. I didn"t see any --- we didn*"t

have any major collapses or anything
like that.

Q. Through the course of this
we"ve used the term bounces and stuff
quite frequently and everybody seems
to have just a little bit different
interpretation of what that means.

So Just give me your definition of

what you consider a bounce to be just

SO we ---.
AL Well, to me, a bounce --- 1
don"t know, probably --- back east
you guys call them bumps. To me that

would be, you know, to me the top

being noisy, the ribs kind of

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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crackling a little bit. A bounce

would be more of a, you almost could

kind of feel compression. I"m not
sure.
Q. When you have a bounce 1is

there coal displaced from the ribs?

A. Not often. Not during the
downshift while I was there, no.
Q. I mean, just 1n general terms

of a bounce.

A Yeah, 1 think so. Yes.

Q. In your definition, could you
have a bounce and not have coal
displaced or coal moved?

A I would say no.

Q. So when you were mining in the

south mains area, did you have ---

were the bounces frequent or ---7°
A. Like 1 said, I was downshift,
so everything would have been --- you

know, probably out on the gob 1is
mostly where the bounces were
occurring, the top coming down and
stuff.

Q. Did you run a roof bolter

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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anytime down in the south mains?

A Yes.

Q- What was the typical mining
herght 1In the south?

A In the south typical mining
hertght was probably about nine feet,
I would say. The roadways were about

nine fTeet.

Q- Did they use MRSs in the
south?

AL Yeah.

Q. Did they have a problem

reaching the roof or anything?

AL No . At one point they had
little canopies on them because the
top was a lot higher but they
eventually got --- taken those off
and didn"t use them so I don"t think
they had problems with them.

Q.- So the time you left Crandall
and went to West Ridge you were 1in
the south mains?

A Yes.

Q.- And that would have been the

last time you was 1n Crandall before

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the accident?

AL Yeah, that was the last time.
Q. Do you have any mining
certifications?

A I have my gas card.

Q- When were you notified of the
accident at Crandall? When did you
last go to Crandall?

A . It was --- let"s see, it
happened --- I"m not sure --- they
called me the next day at roughly two
o"clock, 1n the middle of the day,
because 1 had just gotten off
graveyard and 1t happened on the
graveyard shift and 1 had gotten

home, sleeping, when they called.

Q. Do you remember who called
you?

A . Michael did.

Q- Do you remember what Mike told

you when he called you?

A Word for word, no.
Q. Just 1n general.
AL He jJust said they had a

situation over at Crandall Mine and

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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that I was to report there, dressed
and ready to go underground by six
o"clock that evening.

Q.- What time did you arrive at
Crandall?

A I better say about 5:00.

20

Q. About 5:00. Did you meet with

anyone when you got to Crandall, any

briefing or anything that was done?

A When 1 first showed up there?
Q- Yeah, when you first got
there.

A No .

Q. No? Just take me through that

first day when you got there around
5:00, what transpired that day?

A I remember showing up and 1
remember picking out a locker, you
have a clean clothes locker and a
dirty clothes locker and 1 went and
just emptied one or both and changed
my clothes and went in to the
bathhouse. And 1I"m not sure who |
talked to when 1 first got there.

There was a lot of people there so 1

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

21

don"t know for sure.
Q.- Did you go underground that

first day?

A Yes, 1 did. I remember who |
talked to. I talked to Gale ---.

Q.- Anderson maybe.

A Yes. He told me to go down to

meet with Bodee Allred and get a name

--- for my name to the board, sign-in

board.

Q. Now, this 1s the day following
the ---?

A This 1s the first day 1 was
there, sorry, yeah. I went down and

got my name tag and come back up,
tagged 1n. And then after that they
sent us to meet with Bodee --- well,
no, we went back up to the bathhouse.
And then they had a little meeting
once everybody got dressed and was
ready.

Q.- What was discussed i1n that
meeting?

A To the best of my recollection

we talked about the escape ways and a

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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little bit about what had happened.
They didn"t go 1nto much detainl.
They talked about going to --- or
walking --- stay away from ribs
because they were still seisnmic
activity going on and to jJust watch
your back and be careful.

Q.- What was your job assignment
for that day?

A That day? The very fTirst day
I was sent to run equipment in and
out of the mine. So I was driving
the 975 traitler hauling various

things 1n that they needed.

22

Q.- When you went underground, did

you ride with somebody 1In a pickup or

did you take a piece of equipment
underground with you? How did you
get underground?

A I took my own equipment. 1

drove a 975 piece of machinery.

Q- Were you working with anyone

or just ---7°

A No, by myselfT.

Q- Do you know what time you went
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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underground?

A The very fTirst time?

Q. Yeah.

A. Goodness, no.

Q. Did you --- how far inby did
you go?

A. All the way to crosscut 107,
108.

Q- l"ve got a map of that area.

Let me bring that out, that might
help you to remember where you went
to. Carl, does that look somewhat

familiar to you?

A Yes. Let"s see, about 109 1s
about as far as I1"d go. We were
dumping off --- when they"d call out

for some equipment we"d come 1n and
we"d drop 1t off to them right here.
Q. By here you"re referring to
what, what crosscut?

A . Crosscut 109 and 1 don"t know
what 1t 1s this way.

Q- I think where you®re pointing
to 1I1s ---. That®"s as far as you went

in that day, you didn"t go on up to

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the face i1nby?

A Nope, as far as | went that
day.
Q. Okay. So that would be on the

--- that would be on the 7th, the day

you were informed of the accident?

A Yes.
Q.- What about the day preceding
the 7th? I mean, did you ---.
ATTORNEY SILVESTER:
You mean the subsequent
day?

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. The subsequent day, sorry.

AL That was pretty much all 1 did
for the fTirst week. The fTirst seven
days that"s all 1 did was ride the
equipment In and out. Il never ---
once 1 did make 1t to --- I drove a

scoop in and I don"t know exactly
what day 1t was. The farthest 1 ever

went Iin with that was crosscut 118.

That®"s as far as 1| had gone for a

week .

Q. Do you remember what type of
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

25

materials or equipment you were
bringing into the mine?

A I brought 1n trailers of
Kennedy panels and raitls and roof
bolting supplies and rock props and
chain link, various different things.
Equipment wise, the only thing |1
drove 1n a buggy that they would use

at the face and battery scoop.

Q- This was on the dayshift?
A It would be graveyard.

Q. Graveyard?

A Yeah, 1 was on the straight

graveyards.

Q- Do you remember when 1t was
when you actually made i1t to the face
area?

A It was the --- the 15th was
the day that 1 volunteered to go to
the face, work on the face, August
15th.

Q.- Did someone ask you to go to

the face area and work?

A Yes, Gary Peacock.
Q.- Gary Peacock. Do you remember
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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what Gary told you or asked you to

do?

AL He approached me and asked me
ifT I would go to the face to work.
Q. Were they having problems

getting people to work the face area

or ---72

AL Yes.

Q- Do you know why that was?

A I could guess.

Q.- That"s allowed.

A That"s allowed? Well, 1t was

--- 1t was noisy, call 1t seismic
activity, the bounces, but that~®s
what ---.

Q. That Ffirst week that you were
hauling supplies 1n, was there a lot

of activity, bounces and stuff?

A I didn™"t notice. I wasn"t
there so I --- outby where 1 was?

Q.- You were too much outby.

A Yeah. It as quiet, you could
say .

Q.- Was there a lot of talk about

some of the bouncing activity going

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

on 1in the face area at that time?

AL I think I heard once or twice,
not a whole lot.

Q- So he came to you on the 15th
and asked you to --- 1f you would
work i1n the face area?

AL Correct.

Q.- What job was he asking you to
perform in the face area?

A He didn®"t tell me what to
perform, what to do, he jJust asked me
iT I wanted to go there. And 1 told
him yes. And he says, ride 1In with
Dale Black.

Q. Were there any, 1 guess, extra
incentives to work in the face area?
Did they 1ncrease extra money to work
in the face area versus what you were
doing outby?

AL No .

Q.- So jJust take me through the
15th, the first day that you actually
went to the face area.

A. Well, 1 remember meeting at

the kitchen, they told us to meet 1n

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the kitchen. The kitchen was either
at 120 or 119. We met there and they
told me to put on a vest with
reflective tape on 1t. And to ---
while they were cutting 1n the TfTace,
to go back a full crosscut and stand
back. So they kind of informed me a

little bit what would be going on

because 1 wasn®"t sure, 1 hadn®"t been
there so they were ---. And they
showed us how to --- they told me

that I"d be setting rock props,
stringing cable, what the heck i1s 1t,
jJjust cable down through the rock
props and around the rock props and
chain link. And then we would be
setting those 1In between buggies of
coal.

Q.- Describe that process to me 1f
you would, you know, when you mound
up, any props you would set, how you
would set them.

A Well, when the buggy would

leave a bunch of us would run to the

face and we"d grab a shovel and

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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measure from one rock prop to the
next, dig a hole where 1t was going
to go and go to the rock prop, set it
in there, put caps on 1t and dig
holes to set 1t. And then measure
across the roadway 14 feet and set
one straight across from 1t and do
the exact same thing.

Q. How far would the miner
advance before you went in and set
additional props and controls?

A Probably, 1"d say, four feet,
five feet, 1T that.

Q.- So how many props would you
set when you went 1In?

A. We tried to set one prop 1iIn
between buggies, one on each side so
two props between buggies. Sometimes

we had to wait for a couple buggies

to go by.

Q.- You set one prop on each side?
AL Yeah.

Q.- What about the cable, where

would you advance the cable up?

A Just as you would put a prop,

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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you would bring 1t up through the ---

I think --- i1t depended on how much
cable you had. I mean, because 1T
you had, you know, a mile of cable,
it Just kind of laid on the rib for a
while and you rolled 1t along but
once you got to the end, then you
could string 1t back through.

Because 1 think --- 1"m not exactly
sure of the length of them, they were
like 170 feet or something, a crazy

number, so ---.

Q. The length of the cables?
A Huh?

Q. The cable length?

A Yeah, because you couldn’t,

you know, string i1t all the way out
to the very end, you had to wait
until 1t got to the ---. But we
tried to keep everything advanced,
kept up, as slow as we went, we would
have to run back and grab stuff. We
tried to keep things clean.

Q. What about the chain that was

being put in, how would 1t be

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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advanced?

A It stayed up with us. It got
wired onto the props as 1t went so 1t
would stand up.

Q.- Was there any problems as far
as saving the jacks, any problenm
saving the rock props?

A There wasn®"t any problems. |
do recall we had a spot there. It
would have been on the 16th they had
some soft floor, they were trying to
push through the floor when they were
setting them. So they put some cap
pieces underneath them. Other than
that, that"s the only thing I recall.
Q. How were they pressurizing
these rock props?

A. They were hooking them up to
water from the miner and they were
setting up at 1,200 pounds.

Q.- 1,200 pounds. Were there ---
do you know of any occasion where
these props were dislodged or knocked
out or anything?

A. No, I don”t recall any of them
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getting hit or anything.
Q.- Do you remember where you were

at on the 15th, what crosscut were

you at?
A 122, around there.
Q. So during that shift, how far

did they advance?

AL In a shift?

Q- In a shift, a typical shift.

A . I think we would go roughly
30, 40 feet, probably 30 feet. I was

only there two days so ---.

Q.- Do you remember any bumping or
bouncing taking place while you were
there on the 15th?

AL A few, jJust little bounces. |
don”t remember any big ones.

Q.- You don"t have a memory of
bumps or bounces that might have
damaged the miner or any of the
equipment or anything like that?

AL No .

Q.- Earlier you said you went to
the face, he had asked you to go to

the face area on the 15th because 1
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guess they was having a hard time
getting people to work 1n the face
area. Do you remember who asked to
be removed from the face area? Do
you know who any of those people
were?

AL No, I don*"t. No . I remember
one person who he didn"t ask to be
removed, he was asked 1f he wanted to
and he said no. The people had been
there before and asked to be taken
off, I don"t remember anybody.

Q.- Do you know what happened ---
where those people worked at after
that, 1if they asked to be removed?

A They jJjust --- outby somewhere.
Q.- On the 15th, did you have any
problem working in that area on the
15th? I mean, were you apprehensive

or anything about working in that

area?
A No, 1 was okay with 1t.
Q.- How about the guys you were

working with, did any of them express

any concerns?
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A. There was a couple 1 know they
didn”t want to be there. They didn’t
want to have any part of --- have

anything to do with the area just
because of present conditions of what
happened. But the only one that |1
remember, he was a roof bolter. I
don’t recall talking to anybody,
asking them about how they felt about
being there.

Q. When you went to the section
on the 15th, those people who you
were working with, they had been

there for a little while 1In that

area? Had they been there --- any of
them new or ---7?
A . No, I don’t think there was

any new ones, no.

Q.- So they had been there for a
while?

AL Yeah.

Q. Did any of them have any

discussions or talk to you about the
conditions that you would be

encountering or activity that was
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going on?
A . Brandon Kimber talked to me a
little bit about 1t. He told me just
to stay 1n the middle of the road and
listen. He kind of told me what |1
would be doing, my job, and that’s
pretty much what we did was the same
thing, props, cable, chain link.
Q- When you got there on the
15th, the first time you walked on
the section and looked at 1t, what
did you think, I mean, about the
conditions?
A. I don”t recall 1t looking too
bad . I mean, there was a lot of
stuff that had fallen from the ribs
but they had the chain link and all
that there holding 1t up so I didn’t
think that was too bad. I did
notice, they did point out to me some
of the roof bolts off the left side,
they were all bent over to the side,
the roof bolts. They were all --- 1
guess the top had slid downhill and 1

noticed all the roof bolts were
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leaned over. They weren”t busted off
but 1 do recall them being leaned
over. That was about the only thing

I really recall was quite
interesting. But other than that 1t
jJust looked like there was a lot of
stuff.

Q.- What about the area 1n front
of the mine that you was mining, what
did it looked like, the face area?

A It Just looked like 1t was
coal. You couldn’t see --- 1t didn’t
look like there was a roadway or
nothing there.

Q. Could you tell 1f the barrier
pillar or the pillars to the right
had shifted any, moved any?

AL No, I couldn”t tell.

Q. As the miner advanced and you
had to sit the rock props, were the
ribs straight up and down or sloughed
off? What did they look like?

A There was some sloughage.

They looked like they were, how the

ribs looked at that mine. They had
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sloughage from them. It looked
normal.
Q.- So 1t was normal to only set

one rock prop on each side at a time?

A We tried to --- 1t depended on
how much they --- 1 mean, because you
couldn”t go past the miner. So we

tried to do a couple at a time before
the other buggy would come.

Q.- And how many people would be
working setting these props?

ATTORNEY SILVESTER:

You’re just asking
about the people who were
actually doing them?

MR. WATKINS:

Doing the work that was
necessary, setting the props
and —--.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. And you said they had gone 1iIn
--- after the car would leave, people

would run 1n and set the props? How

many people ---7?
AL There was about six or eight
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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of us.

Q.- What would those people be
doing?

A Somebody would be erther --- a

couple guys would be grabbing rock
props and a couple guys would be
stringing out chain link or even ---
for ventilation, just everybody
trying to do --- everybody trying to
get everything going, you know, just
everybody had their job what they
were doing and they jJjust tried to
keep up with what they had.

Q.- Do you remember more people
than that?

A. Yeah, there was some people
--- 1 mean, you had MSHA i1nspectors
standing around but to be more than
eight or ten at the face at a time,
or six or eight, 1 don’t think there
was more than that at the time. Not
unless there were visitors coming 1In.
I do remember there was some MSHA
guys that were a few extras and some

guys from back east, I guess fTronm
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some of the other mines, were up
there for a little while. But other
than that ---.

Q. So who was the boss on that
section when you was there on the

15th, who was your boss?

AL My boss would have been Dale
Black.
Q. Dale Black. While the miner

was actually removing material,
cutting coal, how many people would

be Iin the face area at that time?

A Just the operator.

Q.- Just the operator?

AL Yeah.

Q.- And everybody else would be

--- where would they be at?

A Back at crosscut.

Q.- Back at crosscut. So nothing
on the 15th out of the ordinary as
far as bounce activity goes?

A There were like a few but not
big ones.

Q. When you would leave the

section, when you left the section
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and went back outside, did you speak
to anyone when you went outside about
the conditions you found? Did
anybody ask you any questions or
anything at that time?

A No . At that time 1 don’t

think so, no.

Q.- So when you left on the 15th
you just ---7
A A 12-hour shift man. Actually

about 13, and we were ready to go so
there wasn”t much talking.
Q.- So on the 16th when you came

back, could you walk me through that

day?

AL It was jJust the exact same
thing as the day before. Bounce-wise
It was jJust quiet. Everybody was

still doing, you know, their job.
They were just waiting for buggies to
go by and set props and pretty much
the same thing. I don’t recall
anything different, you know, from
the day before.

Q.- What about the accident on the
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16th, you know, on the 16th, do you

remember what was taking place at the
time of the accident?

A I don’t remember nothing.

Q. You don”t remember nothing
from that day at all?

A I dont remember anything.

Q- This drawing or this exhibit
here, that’s the accident, when we
went back 1nto the mine, that’s the
conditions that we found at that
time. Those circles you see are the
rock props. The coal that had been
removed or displaced at the time of
the accident, that would be the
debris. And this line here
represents where 1t sloped up and
then kind of leveled off, okay, so i1t
would be like the top of the --- over
the coal. Of course, that would be
location 127, the crosscut, and this
iIs 126. But the line 1s the line ---
of course, the props, the circles you
see, are the rock props. Do you

remember anything that was taking
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place at the time of the accident,
what activity was going on?

A The last thing I remember was
we were setting props, that’s the
last thing I remember.

Q.- Do you remember how many props
you were setting or anything?

AL No, haven’t a clue.

Q.- Do you remember where you were
at at the time of the accident?

A The last place 1 remember
being was right behind the tail of
the miner.

Q.- Could you jJjust mark that on
that, the best you remember.

A Is this right where the miner
was at?

Q. Yeah.

A. I must have been over this way
to the side a little ways roughly.

Q.- That’s okay. Do you remember
what you were doing at that time?

A I was running the controls or
the valve to set the props, that’s

what 1 remember doing. That’s the
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last thing I remember doing. So
that”s why 1°d be right there by the
taitl of the miner because the valve
was right there.

Q.- Do you remember where anybody
else was at or what they were doing?
A I don”t remember nobody.

Q. Do you remember which prop it

was that you were setting at that

time?
A . No.
Q. Do you remember 1f 1t was on

the right side or left side?

A That”’s what I was --- | was
jJust trying to remember which side i1t
was on. To the best of my knowledge

it was the left side.

Q. The left side?
A. Yeah.
Q- So you said that was the last

prop, you think?

A It was the last one set ---.
Q.- You said the last prop you
remember setting.

A That 1 remember setting.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

44

Q. Do you remember 1f the ones on
the right side were advanced, were 1In
place?

A I know from looking at the map
here 1 know that they weren’t
staggered like that. I don’t recall
them being straight across all the
way .

Q. That”s the ones that were 1in
place at the time when we went back
underground. Some of them had been
dislodged during the event.

A That makes more sense.

Q.- That”s what we were --- make
sure what was 1n and what was
actually moved during the accident.
So the ones you see are the ones that
were 1n at the time that we were
underground. So some more of those
on the right may have been properly
in place.

A Yes. I don”t know for sure

they were so ---.

Q. Do you remember how far ---7°
A We tried to stay right with
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the tail of the miner when we were
setting them. So when the buggy
would leave, 1f they needed a couple,
we’d put a couple 1In.

Q.- Let’s take about a five, ten
minute break and maybe something
might dawn on you.

SHORT BREAK TAKEN

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Carl, a few clarifying
questions here and some topics to
talk about.

When you first --- the fTirst
day you came to Crandall to work 1
remember you said you was running
material 1In and out of the mine, do
you know where they were --- the
material that they were cleaning up
at, what entry they was at? Was
there any discussion about where they
were cleaning at?
A. I recall them cleaning out

around 120 where the tail piece was

going to go. I think 1t was 120 on
the beltline. They were trying to
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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clean out around there and 1 think
maybe they were putting a transformer
in between 118 and 11972 Im not sure
but they were trying to put a
transformer --- they were cleaning
out roadways to put the new
transformer there so they could run
the feeder and the tail piece there.
Q. Do you know where they was
actually removing, what entry they

was trying to advance 1nby at that

time?
A. I don’t.
Q.- Do you remember anything about

a bounce that occurred on the 7th on

that shift ---

A . Yeah, 1 do.

Q. --- at the area?

A. Yes, I do, that’s right. |
do. Because the following day,
that”s when I brought that battery

scoop in to help clear out, get that
transformer that had buried In the
roadway .

Q. Do you remember where that
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bounce occurred at or anything or any
discussion about 1t happening, any
discussions about the bounce?

A . The discussion | heard was
that they got the feeder set up and
they got a transformer at the
crosscut, 1 think they said 119. And
the bounce had buried everything.

Q. Do you remember a discussion
about maybe changing which entry they
were cleaning, were they going to

maybe change entries?

A I don’t remember anything ---.
Q. Now, when you went to the fTace
area on the 15th, and 1 guess they

told you you would be setting the
rock props and the curtain and the
cables and all that stuff, did you
receive any type of training or
anybody give you any training on how
to do that or what the procedure was?
AL I worked with Brandon Kimber
the first couple --- because 1 had
mentioned to him that I had never set

a prop before. And so he helped me
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out for the Tfirst couple.

Q.- But that was underground. I
mean, nobody went Iin there with you
as far as the plan or anything goes?
AL Outside, no.

Q- Now, you mentioned that 1t
would mine up and In between buggies
you would try to go 1n and set a prop
on each side. Was those props Tully
set at the time?

AL Yes.

Q.- I mean, you’d pressurize and
the whole birt?

AL Yes.

Q. How long would 1t take to set
those two props?

A Probably five, ten minutes.
By the time you walked the long walk
out and setting them and everything
and then coming back, about ten
minutes.

Q. Was there cars having to wait
on you guys to load?

AL A couple times. We tried to

hurry and get out of the way as fast
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as possible. At first 1t was hard
because 1t was --- they were just
barely past the crosscut so we had to
walk all the way back --- like let’s
say they were at --- let’s say were
just past 123.

Q. Okay.

A. Well, we couldn”t get 1nto the
crosscut at 123, we had to walk all
the way back another whole crosscut,
122. So 1t°s kind of a long walk,
once the buggy went by, walk all the
way up there, set a prop and walk
back. So they did end up waiting on
us a couple times we tried to hurry
in. We ended up stopping them and
setting --- catching up, we had fall
behind some.

Q. I notice that the --- 1
remember at the time of the accident
on the 16th you said that you were
running the valve or whatever to
pressurize the jacks, on the 15th, 1s
that what you”d done every time? 1

mean, you ran the valve to set ---
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did everybody have a ---7°

AL On the 15th I didn’t run 1t.
Brandon Kimber ran the valve on the
15th and then on the 16th, the next
day, I was running 1¢t. I wasn”t told
that”s what my job was going to be,

that”’s just ---.

Q.- Most of the time when you do
something --- 1f 1 done 1t today then
I°m going to do that --- every time

the buggy would come back 1°m going

to run and do this. Is that pretty
much ---?

AL I pretty much tried to, yeah.
Q.- So you had the same guys

setting on the right side and the
left si1de?

AL Yes.

Q. Do you remember who was

actually running the miner?

A. Dale Black.
Q. Dale Black was running the
miner, okay. Do you remember who was

on the buggies?

AL Tim Curtis was on one and
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Randy Bolten was on one. I don’t
remember any of the others.

Q.- Do you remember who would go
in and help you set the props, who
was on your crew?

A There’s Casey Metcalf, Mucker,
what 1n the world was his name?
People with their nicknames. He was
there. Dean Lester was there. There
was a couple gentlemen from the coal
mines back east, I don”’t know who
they were.

Q.- What were they doing, the guys
from back east?

AL They were just lending a hand,
pretty much what we were doing, but
there were people scattered out.
There were so many people, new guys I
didn”t know, I don”’t know who they
were, what their jobs were. Il can’t
pinpoint who was doing what job.

Q- That”s all right. When the
props were being set, was there ---
did they ever add what they call a J

channel across the top of the ---
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across the props for additional roof
support? Do you remember adding any
J channels? They may call them
something different, I’m not sure.

AL Im not sure.

Q. You don”t remember putting
anything across the top, across the
entry, from one side to the other,
other than ---7?

A I don”t remember, unless they
started that later.

Q. And on the 16th at the time of
the accident you don”t recall setting
anything across the top?

A Not that I can think of.

Q.- When you’d set these props,
was the miner backed out or where was

the miner located?

A It was right there where 1t
had stopped. They didn”t back i1t
out.

Q.- You don’t remember them

backing the miner out or anything?
That roof bolter, did 1t need any

additional roof bolting or anything

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

53

when you were 1In there?

A While I was there they didn’t
do any. Well, the 15th, the Tfirst
day I went down there, they were
doing --- we were going in and they

did do a couple screens, not a whole
lot. After that I don”t recall. 1
remember us backing the bolter out
quite a ways. They weren”t using it
SO --- they weren’t doing much
bolting with 1t.

Q. Now, on the 16th at the time
of the accident, the last place you
remember being at the tail of the
miner; 1s that correct?

AL Yes.

Q.- I know you were Injured but

what type of injuries did you suffer?

AL I broke three toes. 1
shattered my pinky. I ripped a
tendon 1n half. I broke my jaw. And
chipped three teeth. And ripped my
ear off. And 1 got cuts on my lips

and my chin.

Q.- Do you remember anything about
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the recovery process, who 1t was that
came and assisted you or helped you

get out or anything like that?

A I don’t. I Just remember
being In --- 1 was 1n and out of
consciousness but they told me I was

there, while they were digging me out
it took a while, but 1t didn”t seem
very long to me. They were yelling
my name a lot so I obviously was 1in
and out of consciousness.

Q. When they got you out and took
you to the surface, do you remember
which hospital you went to or

anything?

A Yeah.

Q. Which one was i1t?

A They flew me to the University
of Utah.

Q.- You don’t recall who i1t was

that helped to dig you out or get you

out or anything?

A I don”t remember anybody, no.
Q. Are you back to work now?
A. No .
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Q. You’re still off? How are

your injuries coming, healing?

A They’re getting there.

Q- Getting there?

AL Yeah.

Q- Do you know when you might

return back to work? Are you talking
about returning back to work?

AL Monday 1 visited the doctor
for my foot and he released me to go
back to work for a sit-down jJob, so
light duty, 1 guess. I haven’t seen
my hand doctor yet.

Q.- Carl, have you given a written
statement or interview to anyone
before this 1nterview regarding the

accident?

AL No .
ATTORNEY SILVESTER:
Let me make sure that
that’s clear. Carl and 1

talked about the accident but
that”s privileged
communication.

BY MR. WATKINS:
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Q.- I can"t ask you about that.

Have you given anything to anyone
else other than your attorney?
AL No .
Q.- Okay. Has anyone offered you
anything or made any promise to you
in exchange for your appearance here
today, or for you not to appear here
today?
AL No .

MR. WATKINS:

Carl, on behalf of
MSHA, I want to thank you for
appearing and answering
questions today. Your
cooperation 1Is very iImportant
to the 1nvestigation as we
work to determine the cause of
the accident. We ask that you
not discuss your testimony
with any person who may have
already been interviewed or
may be 1nterviewed In the
future. This will ensure that

we obtain everyone’s
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independent recollection of
the events surrounding the
accident.

After questioning other
witnesses we may call you 1f
we have any fTollow-up
questions that we feel we need
to ask. If at any time you
have additional information
regarding the accident that
you’d litke to provide us,
please contact Richard Gates
whose 1nformation 1s on the
card I provided to you
earlier. The Mine Act
provides certain protection to
miners who provide i1nformation
to MSHA and as a result are
treated adversely.

IfT at any time you
beliteve that you have been
treated unfairly because of
your cooperation in this
investigation please notifty

MSHA 1mmediately. IT you
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wish, you may now go back over
any answer that you have given
during the 1nterview and you
may also make any statement
that you’d like to add at this
time.

Carl, 1 want to thank
you for your cooperation and 1
appreciate you coming 1in

today.

STATEMENT CONCLUDED AT 10:55 A.M.

* * * * * * * *
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