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P R OCEETDTI NG S

MR. WATKINS:

My name 1s Tim Watkins.
I am an accident i1nvestigator
with the Mine Safety & Health
Administration, or MSHA, an
agency of the United States
Department of Labor. With me
--- jJoining us later would be

Derek Baxter, who i1s a

Solicitor from the Solicitor- s

Office, and Sherrie Hayashi
from the Utah Labor
Commission. And we will be
conducting the questioning
today.

I, together with other
government i1nvestigators and
specialists, have been
assigned to Investigate the
conditions, events and
circumstances surrounding the
fatalities that occurred at

the Crandall Canyon Mine 1i1n

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Utah 1n August of 2007. The
investigation 1s being
conducted by MSHA under 103(a)
of the Federal Mine Safety &
Health Act, and the Utah
Commission of Labor. We
appreciate your assistance 1n
this Investigation.

After the i1nvestigation
is complete, MSHA will issue a
public report detailing the
nature and causes of the
fatalities 1n hope that
greater awareness about the
cause of the accident can
reduce their occurrence in the
future. Information obtained
through witness i1Interviews 1s
frequently 1ncluded 1n these
reports. And your statement
may also be used in other
proceedings.

You have a right to
have a personal representative

present during the taking of

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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this statement and may consult
with them at any time. Your
statement i1s completely
voluntary. You may refuse to
answer any question and you
may terminate your i1nterview
at any time. You may also
request a break at any time.

A court reporter will
record your iInterview, soO
please speak loudly and
clearly. IT you do not
understand the question asked,
please ask me to rephrase i1t.
Please answer each question as
fully as you can, i1ncluding
any 1tnformation you have
learned from someone else.

I would like to thank
you In advance for appearing
here today. We appreciate
your assistance 1In this
investigation. Your
cooperation 1s critical 1In

making the nation®s mines

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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safer.
After we have finished
asking questions, you will
have an opportunity to make a
statement and provide us with
any other information that you
believe to be i1mportant. 1T
at any time after the
interview you recall any
information that you believe
to be important, please
contact us.
Ms. Kirkwood, would you
swear in the witness, please?
LARRY RAMEY, HAVING FIRST BEEN DULY
SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

MR. WATKINS:

Ms. Kirkwood, are you
empowered as a notary iIn the
State of Utah?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

I am.

MR. WATKINS:

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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And when does your
commission expire?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

August 15th, 2008.
MR. WATKINS:

Have you sworn In Mr.
Ramey?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

Il have.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Larry, do you have any
questions about the 1nterview process
as I"ve explained and described 1t?
A. No .

Q. And just for the record, do
you have a personal representative
here today?

A. No .

Q. Could you please state your

full name and address for the record,

please?

A. Larry W. Ramey, @)UXC)

(b) (1)(©) ;

Q.- Are you appearing here today

voluntarily?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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A Yes.

Q.- How long have you worked for
MSHA?

AL Since 1972.

Q. "72.

AL "82. I"m sorry.

Q.- Where 1s your current duty

station?

AL Delta, Colorado.

Q.- And how long have you worked
at that location? How long have you
been there?

A l"ve been there since 2001.
Q. And what 1s your current
position?

AL I*"m the field office
supervisor.

Q. And who 1s your current

supervisor?

AL Bob Cornett.

Q. For the 1nterim, huh?
AL Yeah.

Q.- Just give us a brief

explanation of your work history and

mining experience and that type of

10
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thing.
AL I started to work with
Consolidated Coal Company i1n 1970. |
worked with them until 1976, when we
went with Pittston Coal Company,
Jewell Ridge Division. Left them 1n
September of 1982 and went with the
Mine Safety and Health
Administration. l"ve been with MSHA
ever since.
Q.- Now, let"s go back to the day
of the August 6th accident at
Crandall Canyon. How were you

notified of that accident?

A My district manager notified
me .
Q.- And about what time was 1t

when he got ahold of you and called
you?

A It was early 1n the morning.
I think 1t was somewhere around 5:00
to 6:00, somewhere 1n that area. It

was pretty early.

Q. And what did he tell you?
AL He jJjust said that they had had
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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an accident at Crandall Canyon, had
some people missing, and for me to
get my mine rescue team, notify all
my mine rescue members and head to
Utah as quick as we could get there.
Q. What are your responsibilities
in regards to the Mine Emergency
Unit, or MEU?

A I"m actually over the MSHA
mine rescue team in District Nine.
Q.- Describe your role 1n the

rescue operation as far as the mine

rescue operation goes. What®"s your
role?
A Actually, | help with the

training, make sure we keep up with
the Part 49 requirements, the
training, the i1nventory, the
equipment, more or less manage the
mine rescue team. And then 1f we ---
ifT our services are needed, notify
and keep up with the mine rescue
vehicle, MEO, or the Blue Goose. And
then I"m more or less the --- even

though 1 went underground with the

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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apparatuses and stuff most of the
time, my position is out on the
surface and making sure they rotate
the mine rescue people 1n and out and
just be there for them, watch over
them.

Q. How many members are on the
MEU team 1n the west?

A Currently right now I have

Randy Gunderson, Scott Marvke, Smith,

Peter Saint and Jim Martin. I have
five on my team right now. I did
have six. One resigned.

Q. When did he resign?

A I had seven. One resigned and

one got killed on the 16th.

Q- When did the one resign?

A He resigned a couple weeks
ago, Brad Allen.

Q.- Following the Crandall Canyon

accident?

A. Yes.

Q- Do you know why he resigned?

AL Personal reasons.

Q. How many of these members did
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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you call out to the accident?

A All of them.

Q- All of them. Do you know when
they started arriving?

AL Brad Allen came with me, so he

rode over with me because he"s out of

Delta. Randy Gunderson was already
there. Gary Jensen was 1In Las Vegas.
Got ahold of him. He was en route.

Jim Martin was on the other side of

Denver. He didn®"t get 1in until like
a couple days later. Scott Martin,
he was in Gillette, Wyoming. He was
en route. Hillary Smith i1s 1n
Denver. She headed out of Denver.

Peter Saint was in Trinidad, headed
toward Aztec, and of course, then he
was en route. The big thing takes
quite a --- as you guys know, 1t
takes a long time to get here.

Q.- When would you say that you
had your fTull complement of members?
How long after the accident did 1t
take to get your TfTull complement?

A That would be two days.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

Q.- How long did i1t take for you
arrive there?

A I*"m thinking we --- by the
time we got everything together and
stuff, after | was notified, between
sixXx and seven hours.

Q.- So you"re saying you were
notifred at five o"clock on the 6th?
A . Between 5:00 and 6:00. I
probably got there, I"m thinking, a

little after 1:00.

Q. A little after 1:007
AL Between 1:00 and 2:00
somewhere. I"m not sure exactly, but

I know 1t was i1n the afternoon.

Q.- Okay. Just pick up from the
time when you got there, just kind of
describe what you did that day, what
took place when you arrived, what was
taking place when you arrived.

AL They already had the team
members --- Energy West was
underground, along with some mine
rescue members from West Ridge and

Aberdeen. And Randy Gunderson was

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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underground with the Price Mine
rescue --- or out of Price. I"m
sorry. And I was briefed and we
started from there.

At that time, they, you know,
was trying to do some exploration
work, and that hadn"t succeeded, and
were i1n the process of talking about
knocking a hole 1n that seal, in the
number one seal, and trying to

explore down i1n that area behind the

seals.

Q.- You mentioned you were
briefed. Who briefed you?

A . Bill Taylor was there, and Ted
Farmer.

Q.- Was anyone from the company

part of this briefing here?

A No . No, not at that time. We
were i1n the MEO. Nobody from the
company was 1n there.

Q. How was the command center set

up or organized?

AL We had the MEO there. We had
a map posted. Of course, the K order
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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had been 1ssued. We had a person
there taking notes. The
communications was set up. I"m

pretty sure the mine phone was hooked

into the MEO. The telephones were
hooked up to --- the phone company
had jJust left, I think. Been there.

Had just left.
Q. In the command center, was 1t

set up with MSHA and company people

as one unit or was a ---?

A. No. MSHA.

Q. Okay.

A. When 1 arrived, only MSHA was

in there.

Q.- Did that change as time
progressed or did it stay that way
the whole time?

AL Stayed. Nobody from the
company ever came in there and set up
or, you know, dwelled 1in the MEO.

Q.- Okay. Tell me a little bit
about how the plans were developed as
the rescue and recovery operation

unfolded. Were there plans developed

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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outlining the next step and phases?
A Yes. It"s jJust like any other
mine disaster, any other that you go
to. The operator comes 1n and they
come up with a plan, and they®"11
present i1t. And we review 1t,
discuss 1t with them and go from
there.

Q- Okay. After the plan was
finalized, I guess, and signed off
on, was there any briefings that took
place following the development of

the plan?

A. Yes.
Q And who were those with?
A . Well, 1f my personnel was

going to go underground, they were
briefed of what we were going to do.
They were given a copy of 1t. All
throughout the ordeal that we were
there, we were always briefed and
given directions of how we were going
to go, what was going to happen,
where we needed to go. There was

always work plans and outlines, and

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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nobody went underground without being
fully made aware of what was going to
happen, of what was expected.

Q. What kind of shifts were your
MEU personnel working?

AL We worked all three shifts.

Q. You worked three eight-hour

shifts, i1s that what you worked,

or ---72
A. No . Sometimes we ran longer
than that. By the time --- 1 would

say 12, 13, 14 hours on some of 1t by
the time you got underground and ---
that was the big problem there, was
transportation. It was jJust really
hard to get in and out of the mine.

And by the --- you know, once
we got to the sealed area, went
behind the seals and found out that
we coulldn®"t explore there, that-"s

when we started coming up with the

plans about mining. And they fTirst
started up 1n the --- 1 think 1t was
the number four entry. They changed

their mind on that one, went down to

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the number one entry. That®"s when we
started cleaning up to set the feeder
for the belt, crosscut 18, 1 think.
And that took quite a bit of time.

In the meantime, that"s when we
started setting the wooden posts 1iIn
the area and would clean up. So like
I said, by the time that the other
shift came 1n and by the time you got
out, I would say 1t was a good ten
hours turnaround, maybe a little bit
longer.

Q.- How many MEU personnel was
working each shift? How many did you
have on each shift?

AL After everything settled out
and we got --- you know, we started
into the mining part of 1t, the
recovery, was --- | think I tried to
keep two mine rescue people on each
shift. And then when Virgil®™s teanm
from back east came out, then 1t was
more than that. Sometimes we had ---
I think at one time we had like four

on graveyard, and there was --- not

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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counting me and Virgil, we had like
two more on dayshift, so --- and then
like three on afternoons. And of
course, you know, back and forth.

And then --- 1t depended. Most of
the time there was always two or
three on each shift and sometimes
four.

Q.- Did all those people go
underground?

A No . No . We had one person
that was underground at the face area
and then we had one person on the
outby that was taking air readings
and doing whatever we needed. And
then, of course, that was just the
mine rescue people now.

Q. Yeah.

A And then, of course, you know,
Price office had personnel
underground also.

Q.- What were the goals and
responsibilities of the MEU people
who were going underground?

A . Most of the time 1t"s --- like

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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I said, one mine rescue person was
assigned to monitor the mining of the
coal, the cleanup process, that area.
Others, they were given the jJjob of
taking air readings, gas analysis,
going into the returns and that kind
of thing. And that was like on an
hourly basis, so 1t kept them pretty
busy. And then we always had a
person at the fresh air base. And
most of the time, like the Price
personnel and one of my guys, you
know, they"d switch out with the
fresh air base. So we always had
constant communication with somebody
from MSHA.

Q. What role were the fTi1eld
office people playing underground?

AL They were more or less at the
fresh aitr base also and observing and
making sure that, you know, the ---
with the plan that was going on, the
observation, and there for any help,
any assistance.

Q. What kind of a tracking systenm

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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was i1n place to keep track of the
people who were coming into the mine
and coming out of the mine? How was

that tracked?

A They had, of course, the
dispatch. And you would notify them
when you were going in. And then

they had a person located at the
portal, and you would give him or her
your name. And then you had the
check-1n/check-out system. So 1t°s
actually three, like three systems.
Q. During the course of the
recovery and rescue operation, how
many people would you say was
underground on any one shift? What
was the maximum number of people
you"d see underground?

A At first 1t was limited. And
then as time went on, 1t Increased.
I would say that sometimes there was
probably 20-some people underground
at any one given time.

Q.- What was the reason for the

increase In the number of people?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

24

A Well, you had the mining crew.
And then you had --- of course, at
one time we added to 1t because, you
know, we were back underground with
the --- running the Tygon tubing to
the seals and that kind of stuff.

And that was like five or six of us.
And then, you know, of course, then
you had the backup team and all that,
so ---. And then you had the people
that was 1n there setting the props.
You had the people that was running
the machinery and then outby people
on the belts. I would say probably
way over 20-some people at any given
time.

Q.- The outby people on the belts,
what were they doing?

AL They were making sure the
belts were running and being cleaned
and, you know, just regular
maintenance. And then you have the
people, you know, that was doing the
weeklies, the on-shifts, the

pre-shifts. You had people that was

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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stationed at the air compressor. We
had people taking care of pumps.

Just outby maintenance.

Q.- Was there ever a discussion
about limiting the number of people

that was underground?

AL Yes.

Q. And what were those
discussions? I mean, what was talked
about?

AL Well, there was the --- there

was quite a few discussions about ---
they always had to --- the company
always had to give us a plan, or 1
saw a plan of, you know, what people
were doing, where they were at and,
you know, i1if they were needed, that
kind of thing. And of course, you
had --- you know, you had Mr. Murray
and people going in and out, that
kind of thing.

Q.- Were you being directed by

anyone?

A Was I being directed?
Q.- Directed, or was anyone giving
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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you orders, so to speak, or telling

you what to do?

A . Yes.
Q. And who was that?
AL That would have been Bob

Cornett, Al Davis.

Q.- Going back to the --- 1 guess
the rescue and recovery operations,
do you remember where that was
started at, what entry 1n the mine,
what crosscut or anything like that?
A. No . Like I said, when 1 got
there, the exploration up through the
coal faces was already accomplished.
And they had backed off, and that~®s
when they were in the process of
discussing going into the number one
seal and knocking a hole 1n 1t to
gain access to go in behind the seal
area.

Q- When you got there, were they
cleaning 1n the number four entry,
the number one entry?

A. They weren®"t cleaning anywhere

at that time.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q- Not cleaning anywhere?
A No . That was still 1n the
beginning. And that®"s when we were

trying to do the exploration part.

So there wasn®"t really any ---

Q. Okay.

A --- cleaning or anything like
that.

Q.- So you got there before they

actually started cleaning?

)

A Right. Yeah. Yeah. This
way before that.

Q.- Okay. So do you remember
where they started cleaning at, which

entry they started cleaning?

A That was up in the number
four.

Q. Number four?

A. Number four entry they
started, and they decided to --- it

would be better to go down the number

one entry. So they changed from four
to one.
Q- Do you know why they made that

decision?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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AL Something about the ground

looked better and then something, it

was closer to that barrier, so they

felt, you know, 1t was better --- 1t
would be quicker --- closer to the
belt, too. You know, the belt was 1iIn

number two, so ---.

Q.- Are you aware of any bounces
that were taking place while they
were recovering or cleaning up the

entries?

A. Oh, yes.

Q.- Those were reported outside?
AL Yes.

Q. I see.

A I was 1in there when quite a

few of them were going on.
Q- So you actually went

underground then?

A I was underground quite a bit.
Q.- Quite a brt?

AL Yes.

Q. What time did you go
underground? I mean, which day? Do

you remember which day 1t was when

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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you went underground?
A. Almost every day. I mean,
there was a few days I didn"t go
underground, but most every day 1
went underground with the team as
backup. Like I said, we went
underground with, you know, the
eastern team and we ran the Tygon
tubing and we put In the --- you
know, the pumps. I mean, you know,
you®"ve been on the mine rescue teanm,
so you know all the things that we
did. And any time anybody was under
apparatus, we went under and backed
those guys up. To see how things
were going, I was up 1n the faces.
There was days that we ran ---
Virgil and I ran the Tygon tubing
from outby the seal there all the way
up to crosscut 18. Then 1 escorted
Mr. Stricklin and Murray and the two
persons who --- one of them, his
father was underground. And then
Carlos, from San Juan, who"s also on

the mine rescue team, | took them

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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underground. That was the first time
they went underground.
Q.- So you were underground when

they were cleaning 1n the number four

entry?

AL No .

Q. No?

A Not 1n the number four, no.

Number one.

Q.- Number one?
A. Yes.
Q. What were the conditions like

in the number one entry when you were

under there?

AL Just typical --- what you saw
when you guys went in there. Just a
lot of coal. You know, a lot of coal
to be moved and ---. I can honestly

say lI“"ve never i1n my, what, 38 years

of mining, ever saw any condition

like that before, never. Never saw
that kind of --- where 1t looked like
I saw the face at an entry. You know
what 1 mean? I mean, 1 just never

saw anything like that before.
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Q. Were you working the day of
the 16th, ---

A Yes.

Q.- --- the accident on the 16th?
A . Yes, 1 did.

Q. Okay.

A I worked dayshift and left,
and I was at the Holiday Inn when |1

got the call.
Q.- You say you worked dayshift,
which would have been the shift prior

to that?

A Yes.

Q. Anything memorable about that
shift?

A No .

Q. Okay.

A Just like any other shift.

Q.- Let"s take about five minutes

here real quick.
SHORT BREAK TAKEN
BY MR. WATKINS:

Q- I Just got a few follow-up
questions.

AL Okay . I got to be at Price at
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8:00, at the office.

Q.- At 8:007 Okay. We"l1ll be able
to meet that.

A All right.

Q. These won"t take long.

They"re just some clarifying
questions. We were talking about the
briefing, and you said all of your
MEU guys were briefed before going
under. Do you know 1f all the
company guys were being briefed as
well, everybody that was going under
being briefed?

A. As far as 1 know, yes.

Q. Okay. Who was conducting that
briefing, the company or ---
company/MSHA briefing?

A That would be the company,
other than the mine rescue people.
Now, the mine rescue people, their
trainer was there. And he --- pretty
much we briefed the teams all

together, so everybody was right

there. I"m trying to think of
their ---.
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. When you say we, 1s that the

company and MSHA?

A Yes. And that®"s only the mine
rescue people.

Q.- Mine rescue people?

A Yes. It"s not just the
regular mine rescue ---.

Q. In the command center, 1 know
you stated that the company had ---
was in their location and MSHA was 1n
theirs. Was there communication
between the two frequently, or how
would you describe the communication
between the company and MSHA?

AL I only sat 1n with a couple of
meetings. And when 1 first got
there, they were actually having
their meetings upstairs in the
company building, in a little small
room. And then after that --- of
course, as time went on, they brought
in that doublewide trailer that was
sitting up there, modular, whatever
you want to call 1t, and then they

started having meetings there. And
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then --- of course, you know, when we
had our meetings, you know, we had
discussion and stuff ---. Kevin and
Richard and Al and all those got
there. We did theirs 1n the MEO,
just the MSHA people. Then, of
course, you know, with the tech
support, and then peer was there
taking care of the phones and the
satellite and that kind of stuff.

But when they had meetings and stuff,
they actually had a place that they
went, sat down and had meetings.

Q- I guess did you have any 1nput

into the plan prior to them

submitting 1t to you for --- to MSHA?
A Did 1 have i1nput?

Q. You or MSHA?

AL No .

Q.- Did MSHA have --- was there

any discussion between MSHA and the
company ---
A. MSHA.
Q.- --- when you were developing

the plans?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

35

AL Yes.
Q. Okay.
AL Yes.
Q.- You also mentioned there was

some discussion about limiting the
number of people. Do you remember
who was having those discussions, who
was involved 1n that discussion?

A wWell, 1 think Kevin and
Richard and --- 1 remember they had
some questions on, you know, why ---
you know, the number of people
underground and, you know, what they
were doing, and only people who
needed to be under there that
actually need to be there.

ATTORNEY BAXTER:

Who do you mean by
Kevin and Richard?
AL Kevin Stricklin and
Richard ---.

ATTORNEY BAXTER:

Stickler?
A Stickler, yes.
BY MR. WATKINS:

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

36

Q.- You also mentioned as far as
the MEU that you had your team come
and Virgil had some members from out
east come. Do you remember when they
arrived?

A I think Virgil and them
started coming in on --- 1 think
Virgil and them started coming i1n on
Wednesday. They flew i1n. Maybe
Tuesday night Virgil, I think, and
some of his people came In ---
started coming 1in like on Tuesday
night. And then, of course, by ---
you know, then by the time we got the
trucks and stuff, you know, there
were some people driving trucks and
that kind of thing. So that took,
what, three or four days. I think 1t
takes what, about three, four days to
drive from PA out here with those
trucks.

Q- After Virgil®™s group got 1in
and mixed with yours, how many total
team members do we have?

A Oh, geez. Actually, we sent
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Hillary Smith --- 1 sent her back on
Thursday because she had court ---
getting ready for a court case with
Twenty Mile Coal. And I sent Scott

--- after Virgil®™s team came out,

Virgil --- 1 mean, Scott Marvke, sent
him back. The rest of them 1 kept.
I*"m thinking. I"m trying to count.

I think Virgil had about five people,
four or five, siIX.

Q. You mentioned the seal region.
You were going into the seals. What
were the conditions behind the seals
or of the seals? Did you go

underground for the seals?

A. No. No, I didn"t go
underground. One of my team members
did, Brad Allen. And he"ll be here

Monday, so ---.

Q. Okay.

AL I was outside. And as far as
listening on the communication part
of 1t, 1t was --- when they breached
the seal, they got --- 1 think 1t was

right at seven percent oxygen, 7.2,
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different --- you know, a few
different readings. No methane. 1
think the CO was something like 130,
160 parts. Normal gob gases, other
than --- no methane. And we never
did pick up any methane, which was
good.

And when they actually
advanced 1nby --- 1n the hole, they

went up so far, and roof falls,

deteriorated roof. Tried to get over
into --- 1 think they went over i1nto
the next entry. And they never could

get up 1nto the top entry, number one
entry. They just couldn®t get there.
The roof was --- a lot of roof fTalls.
I guess jJjust a lot of --- 1t was
impassable. So they came back out,
sealed 1t back up. And then, of
course, we went back and forth 1in
there quite a few times, to be
honest, you know, by going in and
putting monitors 1In. We put a CO
monitor in there. We put 02

monitors.
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Q.- How far 1In did you put these

monitors?

AL I think like the fTirst
crosscut 1n, ---

Q. Okay.

A --- which wasn®"t that far.

And we went in there several times
because we went i1n, installed thenm,
came back out. I think the oxygen
sensor or something --- no, the CO
--- they put a 50 parts per million
sensor i1n there, so we had to go back
in and put the 500. And then we went
back 1n. I remember putting that in

there and then came back out and then

quit working. Then go back 1n and
redo some things and then ---_. We
were back and forth on that. And 1t

was jJjust more or less, you know, jJust
to go in and install and remove and
maintenance on the seals ---- |1 mean,

the monitors.

Q.- How much CO did you say ---7?

A I think the original --- 1I™m

not --- 1t seemed to me like 1t was
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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130, 160 parts per million, but then

it escalated up afterwards. So 1t
went up. It would be In the records.
It seemed to me like 1t got over
200-some at one time.

Q- What was the thinking behind
putting the CO monitor behind the
sealed area? Do you know what the
thinking was, why they wanted 1t back
there?

A . I think they just wanted to
monitor the atmosphere back there,
and so, you know, 1f we had any
communication with the very back ---
because, you know, when you put the
first hole down, the --- Virgil and 1
was up there when we pulled that
analysis out of that number one hole,
and 1t was almost i1dentical to the
gases behind the sealed areas. So we
were kind of led to believe that
there probably was communication with
that area.

Q. What type of seal was that

that was breached?
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A . I think 1t was a Minova. I*m
pretty sure i1t was.

Q- How long did 1t take them to
breach 1t?

A Oh, boy. I*"m thinking by the
time they got that hole, five, siXx,
seven hours. It was up 1In the night.
Q. What number seal was 1t, the

number one seal?

AL Number one seal.

Q. Number one seal?

AL Yes.

Q.- So when they breached the

seal, when they went under there, how
long did they stay down i1n the sealed
area before they couldn®"t go any

further?

A Less than an hour.
Q. Less than an hour?
A Yeah. Maybe no more than ---
less than 30 minutes. They weren™t

in long, because they couldn®"t go

anywhere.

Q. I know you mentioned there was
a lot of roof falls. Was there any
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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reports of ribs being squeezed out or
bumped out or anything like that?

A . Yeah. I think that combined
with all that.

Q.- Combined with ---?

AL There was roof fTalls. And
another thing, too, they didn*"t tarry
in there too long, because 1t was
still a lot of pressure I1In there.
Actually, as they were coming out, 1t
was hitting pretty good and stuff was
falling and pushing out, that kind of
thing.

Q.- Do you know 1f anybody on the
team ever took a map took a map and
mapped that area while they were 1in
there as far as conditions go? Was
any of that mapped?

AL I don"t think so. I think
they mapped 1t off of memory, because
like 1 said, they didn"t go that far
or something.

Q.- How long after they came out
on the 1nitial exploration when they

come out did you go back 1n and put
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these monitors 1In?

A It was several days later.
Q.- Several days later?

A Yeah.

Q.- So they didn®"t come out and

immediately seal that area back up?

It was left open?

A No, no, no. Se always sealed
it back up. We never left that seal
open.

Q. Okay.

A. Oh, no, not permanently, no.

You jJjust put a curtain up and foamed

it.

Q. Okay.

A But I mean, we never left it
open. There was discussions held

several times about leaving i1t open,
but then you couldn®t do 1t because
one time you"d go in, 1t"d be
exhausting. One time you"d go 1in,
it"d be 1ntaking. So 1t was
dependent upon the, you know, the
outside and whether the pressure 1s

up or down.
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Q.- Yeah. So did those reasons
change depending on whether 1t was
--- what job they®"re doing?

A . Yeah. Sometimes 1t would ---
we"d go in there, 1t"d be exhausting.
And sometimes we®"d go In there and
it"d be 1ntaking. But there wasn"t a
lot of air movement, so i1t

wasn"t ---.

Q.- Did your CO readings go up
when 1t was decreasing, the air
coming out? Did the CO readings go

up, go down?

A Yeah, 1 think they went up.
Q. Okay.

A. I think they did.

Q. I know 1t"s going to be a

little bit tough, but getting back to
the 16th, you said you were at your
motel room. When you got the call,
what did you do? Did you go to the
mine?

A . Yeah. Al Davis called me and
said that they had an accident and to

get my team members and to head up
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got ahold of my --- Peter saint
here with me, so he and I took o

OFfF course, Virgil was here with

45
I

was
ff.

his

people, so we all headed up to the

we

mine.

When we got there, they had
actually --- we met a couple
ambulances coming down. And as

got there, 1 got out of the vehi

cle.

Kevin, Richard and Al and them was

there. About that time, I went

They told me what had happened.

over.

And about that time, that"s

when they brought out Gib. So 1
jumped 1In the ambulance with him, was
talking to him. You know, he
complained of his lower back was
hurting. He was like, my lower back
is killing me. And so I stayed 1in
there with him. You know, they put
IVs and --- so he kept wanting, you
know, something for pain. And I told
him, 1 said, Gib, I don"t know 1f
they can give you anything for pain
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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or not. The nurse says, yeah, I™m
going to give him something.

So they put the IVs i1n there,
and the whole time I was talking to
him. And she just made the statement
that, you know, his eyes were rolling
back In his head, and I had ahold of
his hand. The last thing I said was,

love you, man, and that was 1t.

Q.- You never actually made 1t
underground that night ---

A No .

Q. --- of the 16th?

A No .

Q. Okay. Do you have anything

else you®"™d like to add before we
close up?
A. No .

MR. WATKINS:

On behalf of MSHA, 1
want to thank you for
appearing here today and
answering questions. Your
cooperation IS very iImportant

to the 1nvestigation as we
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work to determine the cause of
the accident.

We ask that you not
discuss your testimony with
any person who may have been
interviewed already or may be
interviewed in the future.
This will ensure that we
obtain everyone®™s i1ndependent
recollection of events
surrounding the accident.

After questioning other
witnesses, we may call you if
we have any fTollow-up
questions that we feel need to
be asked of you. IT at any
time you have additional
information regarding the
accident that you would like
to provide to us, please
contact us.

IT you wish, you may
now go Oover any answer you
have given and you may also

make any statements you~"d like
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to make at this time. Is
there anything you®d like
add?

No .

MR. WATKINS:

Again, I thank you

appearing here today.

*x * @ * 2 X X X *

*x * @ * 2 X X X *

to

for

STATEMENT CONCLUDED AT 7:50 A.M.
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