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P R OCEETDTI NG S

MR. WATKINS:

My name 1s Tim Watkins.
I am an accident i1nvestigator
with the Mine Safety & Health
Administration, or MSHA. And
that®"s an agency of the United
States Department of Labor.
With me today 1s Derek Baxter
from the Solicitor®s Office
and Sherrie Hayashi from the
Utah Commission of Labor. We
will be conducting the
questioning today.

I, together with other
government i1nvestigators and
specialists, have been
assigned to Investigate the
conditions, events and
circumstances surrounding the
fatalities that occurred at
the Crandall Canyon Mine 1n
Utah 1n August of 2007. The

investigation 1s being

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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conducted by MSHA under
Section 103(a) of the Federal
Mine Safety & Health Act, and
the Utah Commission of Labor.
And we do appreciate your
assistance 1n this
investigation.

After the i1nvestigation
is complete, MSHA will issue a
public report detailing the
nature and causes of the
fatalities 1n the hope that
greater awareness about the
causes of the accident can
reduce their occurrence in the
future. Information obtained
through witness i1Interviews 1s
frequently 1ncluded 1n those
reports. Your statement may
also be used 1n other
proceedings.

You have the right to
have a personal representative
present during the taking of

this statement and may consult

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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with the representative at any
time. Your statement 1s
completely voluntary. You may
refuse to answer any questions
and you may also terminate
your interview at any time.
Anytime you need to take a
break, just ask for a break
and we"ll take one. Since
this 1s not an adversarial
proceeding, formal Cross
Examination will not be
permitted. However, your
personal representative may
ask clarifying questions as
appropriate.

A court reporter will
record your iInterview, so
please speak loudly and
clearly. IfT you do not
understand a question asked,
please ask me to repeat 1t or
to rephrase 1t. Please answer
each question as fTully as you

can including as much

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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information as you have,
including 1tnformation learned
from someone else.

I would like to thank
you In advance for appearing
here today. We appreciate
your assistance 1In this
investigation. Your
cooperation 1s critical 1In
making the nation®s mines
safer.

After we have finished
asking questions, you will
have an opportunity to make a
statement and provide any
additional 1nformation that
you belireve to be 1mportant.
IT any time after the
interview you recall any
information that you believe
to be useful, please contact
Richard Gates at the telephone
number and e-mail address
provided to you on this card.

Ms. Kirkwood, could you

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908
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please swear 1n the witness?

10

RYAN MANN, HAVING FIRST BEEN DULY
SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:
MR. WATKINS:
Ms. Kirkwood, are you
empowered as a notary iIn the
State of Utah?
MS. KIRKWOOD:
I am.
MR. WATKINS:
And when does your
commission expire?
MS. KIRKWOOD:
August 15th, 2008.
MR. WATKINS:
Have you sworn iIn Mr.
Mann?
MS. KIRKWOOD:
I have.
BY MR. WATKINS:
Q. Could you please state your
full name and address for the record,
please?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service,
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A . Ryan Wade Mann, (b) (7)(C)
(b) (7)(C)
Q.- Ryan, do you have any

questions about the 1nterview process
as | explained 1t?
A I don™"t.
Q.- Do you have a personal
representative with you today?
A I do.

MR. WATKINS:

Would the personal
representative 1dentify
himself by name and address
for the record, please?

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

Marco Rajkovich, 2333
Alumni Park Plaza, Suite 310,
Lexington, Kentucky, 40517.
BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Ryan, are you aware that your
representative may have a conflict of
interest In representing you by being
provided by someone else, such as a
company?

A . I do.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

12
MR. WATKINS:

Mr. Rajkovich, would
you please state for the
record whether you also
represent the mine operator in
these matters?

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

I do.
BY MR. WATKINS:

Q- Ryan, with this understanding,
do you still want this person as your
representative?

AL Yes.

Q. Ryan, are you appearing here

voluntarily?

A. Yes, | am.
Q. Just a little bit of
background information then. How

many years of mining experience do

you have?

A I started in "98. Probably
eight. The end of 98, I think.
Q. Okay. Could you give me a

brief description of your employment

history, where you worked at, what

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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you did?

AL I started at Genwal, and 1 was
contractor there. I worked there for
about a year and a half. I went to

West Ridge for a few months with the

contracting crew I was with. I left
and went to West Elk, and 1 stayed
there for about a year. Quit there,

came back and worked at West Ridge
for three years and then went to
Genwal. l"ve been there ever since.
Q.- Okay. So how much of this
time would be at Crandall Canyon Mine

would you say?

A. Probably five years.

Q- Five years?

AL Pretty close. Estimated
guess.

Q. Okay. Would that be the last

five years, or was it off and on?
A I worked there for about three
and a half years recently and then

that year and a half so prior.

Q- What 1s your position?
A I"m a maintenance foreman.
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. Maintenance foreman. Was that
the same position you held prior to
the accident on August the 6th, 200772
A It 1s.

Q.- And how long have you been a

maintenance foreman at Crandall

Canyon?
A. About two years.
Q. About two years. Who"s 1n

your crew? You"re a maintenance
foreman. Who"s under you?

AL Recently 1t was jJjust me as
maintenance foreman, and Buddy Mills.
And that was 1t.

Q.- Buddy Mills? Have you held
any other positions at the mine?

A Yeah. When 1 first went
there, 1 was just a mechanic, started
out servicing on graveyard and moved
up -

Q.- Okay. Do you have any

certificates, certifications?

A. I do.

Q. What are those?

AL I have mine fireboss foreman,
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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dust sampling, underground

electrical, diesel.

Q.- All those are 1n the State of
Utah?

AL Yes.

Q.- Who 1s your immediate

supervisor?
A Lyle Christensen.
Q.- And how long has Lyle been

your supervisor?

A Probably three and a half
years since 1 started there.

Q. At the time of the accident
--- when I mention accident, 1°11

start off with the August the 6th
accident. What was your schedule for
that week?

A. I was on my days off, my three
days off. I was scheduled back to
work Monday night, graveyard after
the accident.

Q. So you were scheduled back on
Monday?

AL Yeah.

Q.- And what time does graveyard

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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shift begin?

A. We started at 5:00 to 5:00.
Q.- 5:00 to 5:00. So you just
spent --- you say it was on your

three days off?

A Right.

Q.- You were jJjust getting ready to
come back?

AL Yes.

Q. When was the last time that
you were in the Crandall Canyon Mine?
What shift would that be?

A I think we was on graveyard

that week before.

Q.- The last time you® d been 1iIn
would have been Friday? I don®"t want
to put words iIn your mouth. I"m just

trying to figure out when the last
time you were in there.

A I think 1t was Thursday night.
Q- Thursday night. Okay . Going
back to Thursday night, the last
night that you was i1n there, can you
just give me just a rough i1dea of

what you did the night that --- when

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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you got there from the time you got

onsite, where you went to, what you

did, that type of thing?

AL I really can®"t even remember,
I mean, specifics on that day. It"s
jJust ---.

Q.- What do you normally do when

you ---7?

A Usually 1 get there, take the

maintenance call out from the shift
before and then usually go to the

warehouse and get parts or whatever
we need. And whether 1"m needed 1in
the section or outby somewhere, 1*°d

head to that location and ---.

Q. Okay. Just from my own
personal knowledge, I guess you work
a 12-hour shift. How much of that

time would you say you spend
underground?

A Nine to ten hours, probably.
Q.- Nine to ten hours. And of
that nine to ten hours, how much time
would you say you have to spend on a

section?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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A Probably average about half.
I was 1n there half the time.

Q.- Okay. And so on Thursday
night, you can"t remember exactly
where your section was at, or
anything like that?

A I really can®t. Il can™t

remember.

18

Q- What type of equipment 1s on
the --- | guess we refer to i1t as the
south barrier block. What do you

refer to 1t as, where the section 1s

at?
A . Just the south mains.
Q.- South mains. Okay. What type

of equipment 1s used on the section,

on the retreat section? What type of

equipment®™s up there?

A . We had a 12/12 continuous
miner .

Q. Okay.

A Three Joy shuttle cars, fTour

MRSs, had a battery scoop, TfTeeder
breaker, Fletcher roof bolter.

Q.- Those Joy shuttle cars, are

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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they end drive or center drive?
A. End drive.
Q- End drive. Do you know 1f all

three of them were being utilized

or ---72

A We had one that was pretty
much Just a spare 1n the section. It
wasn®"t ran very often. Just 1f one

would break or one was out of

service, they could use the other

one. But i1t was very rarely used.
Q. Okay. I know you stated what
you did on Thursday night. By any

chance, do you remember 1f you went
underground that night?

AL Yeah, 1"m sure 1 went
underground that Thursday.

Q.- Okay. Do you remember going

to the section?

A I really can"t --- 1 can"t
remember what 1 did that day, or ---.
Q.- Do you remember any pieces of

equipment you worked on or anything?

AL Il can"t --- 1 mean, |1 can'"t
think of anything 1 did that night.
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. Okay. Well, maybe something

will come back to you as we go
through the process here. Do you
remember anything about the overall
conditions of the section, the south
barrier block section, retreat
section? Do you remember anything
that sticks 1n your mind about the
control condiritions or anything like
that, anything that sticks 1In your
mind at all?

A Nothing out of the ordinary
that I ever seen as far as, you know,
bad roof conditions. The ribs, they
--- the ribs sloughed, but I mean,
nothing out of the ordinary.

Q.- When you say sloughed, how bad
would you --- how would you describe
the sloughage?

A I don®"t know. It"s not
extremely bad, but 1*"d say average
for like a pillar section. I mean,
the ribs sloughed, but not to where
it was a huge problem.

Q- I take 1t you were there when

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

21

they developed the south barrier
also; right?

A Right.

Q.- Okay. Would you say the
conditions were worse when they were
retreating as opposed to when they
were developing the section,
advancing the section?

A It did get a little worse than
advancing, but just In the face
location that I can recall, you know.
Q.- Okay. Now, when you say a
little worse, how would you describe
a little worse?

A I mean, the sloughage has got
a little worse, and you know, I mean,

not nothing ---

Q. Okay. I"m just trying ---.

A --- out of the ordinary, you
know. I mean, just pillar section
coming out. It always ---.

Q.- Okay. And I guess through the

course of these iInterviews, we"ve
heard the term, you know, bumps and

bounce. I don"t known which one you

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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refer to 1t at as. You can probably

tell from the accent I m from eastern

Kentucky . We describe 1t as bumps,
and 1t"s bounces out here. How would
you describe --- what 1s your

definition of a bump or bounce, or 1is
there any difference between the two?
A l"ve never really referred to

anything as a bump, jJust bounces.

Q. Okay. And In your mind, what
iIs --- what would you call a bounce?
A Bounce 1s any time that 1t

actually hits and bumps, you know,
bounces.

Q. Okay. When a bounce occurred,
would there be any material displaced
from the ribs, or anything come off
the ribs, increase off the ribs or
anything like that?

A I was never really 1n the face
area when i1t bounced, just usually
outby. And I never see nothing get
thrown off the ribs, or ---.

Q. But whether material was

removed from the ribs or whatever,

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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you still call 1t --- that"s still a

bounce where there ---

A Right.

Q. --- where there®"s a movement?
Okay. I Just wanted to make sure
we"re on the same definition. In the

south barrier, was you ever --- 1
know you said you there was an outby.
Do you ever recall being 1n the face
area going through a bump --- or |1
mean, a bounce?

A Not that I can recall.

Nothing that sticks out In my mind.
Q.- How about anywhere else 1In the
mine? Have you ever been i1n there
when there®"s been a bounce i1n the
face area, maybe another section,

anywhere?

A . In the longwall sections,
yeah.
Q- Longwall. Okay . And how

would you describe that bounce? How
much --- what occurred at that time?
A . The bounces we had there on

the longwall wasn®"t what 1 considered

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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bad bounces. I mean, they were
enough to kind of rattle you, but |1
don"t remember getting hit by a bunch
of debris or nothing that bad.

Q.- Okay. What about --- you said
you have one guy working for you,
Buddy Mills; 1s that correct?

AL Yeah.

Q. How about him? Did he ever
report anything to you as far as
bumps or bounces that he"s ---

AL Not that 1 ---.

Q.- --- occurred while he*s
underground?

AL Not that 1 can recall.

Q.- When did you find out about
the accident the occurred on the 6th?
A That Monday morning.

Q. That Monday morning. Do you
recall how you found out about the
accident?

A Monday 1 was supposed to go to
the Wetech (phonetic) Center for some
formal training the company had set

up for us. And I was jJust getting

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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ready to leave, and my dad, he called
me . He works at Deer Creek, and he
saitd he seen the mine rescue vehicles
and stuff headed past Deer Creek
going up the canyon and just wanted
to make sure | was home. And so |1
tried to call the mine and find out
and couldn®"t find nothing out. So 1
went to the Wetech to my formal
training, and they told us there®"d
been an 1incident and to go home and
wairtt for the mine to contact us.

Q. Okay. And did the mine
contact you?

AL When 1 got home, 1 actually
called back up there to try to find
out what had happened. And they
really wouldn®"t give me any
information. They jJust said to hang
tight and come out on my regular
shift, which would have been that
night. And about 15 minutes later,

they called me and told me to come

up - They could use some help.
Q. That night, was that Tuesday
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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night?
A Monday .
Q- Monday night. Okay . So what

happened when you got to the mine on
your shift Monday night?

AL When 1 got there Monday, all
day 1 jJust stayed outside and
unloaded all the equipment that was
coming from the other mines around,
pretty much just helped on the
surface all day that first day.

Q.- Okay. So on the 6th --- you
never went underground on the 6th?
A. I didn-"t.

Q.- Okay. When did you return --

so you jJust loaded equipment that

26

night and then you went home. Do you

remember what time you went home? Do

you remember the time?

A. I stayed until about 4:00 1in
the morning, | think.

Q.- Okay. What about the next
day? Did you come back to work the
next day?

A. I did.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. What transpired on that day?

What did you do on that day?

A The next day 1 didn"t go 1In
the section. They started to clean,
I believe, that night before. And

27

they was cleaning with diesel scoops,

I think.

Q. Okay. And that would be the
7th? The accident occurred Monday
morning on the 6th, 1f I"m correct.
A . I think Monday they was

cleaning with the diesel scoops ---

Q. Okay.

AL --- clear "til I think that
bounce --- second bounce later that
Tuesday night happened, 1f I remember
right.

Q- IfT you don"t mind, I"m going

to get a map and it might help you
remember some details.

A Okay.

OFF RECORD DISCUSSION

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q- Does that map look familiar to

you?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A. Yeah.
Q.- Okay. So you said on Tuesday
you did go underground. Do you

remember what time you went
underground?
A Not exactly. I went to work
early. I went home, and then 1 think
I showed back up at the mine about
12:30, somewhere around 12:30, 1:00.
Q. Okay.

MR. BAXTER:

And can we please mark
this as Mann Exhibit One?
(Mann Exhibit One
marked for
identification.)
OFF RECORD DISCUSSION
BY MR. WATKINS:

Q.- Okay, Ryan. So on Tuesday vyou
went --- you went underground. And
what activity was taking place
underground at the time that you
arrived on the scene?

A Setting up the equipment to

start the cleaning process.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q.- Okay. Do you remember where

the equipment would have been set up

at?

A Yeah. Pretty close.

Q. Okay.

A. You know, I"m not 100 percent

on where everything was, but ---.

Q.- Just the best you can. Could
you jJust mark 1t on the map as best
you remember?

A What do you want to ---?

Q.- Well, you said they was
mucking out, or ---.

AL Tuesday actually wasn®"t when |1
got there. It was the day before
they were trying to use the diesel
scoops.- And then 1 think they
decided to go with the continuous
miner and start cleaning that way.

Q.- Okay. So you arrived on
Tuesday. Okay. So what activity was
taking place when you got underground
on Tuesday?

A Just setting up the equipment

to get ready to clean.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q- Okay. What equipment would

that be? What was being set up?

A They had the --- when | got
there, the miner was already i1n the
section and I was just moving the
transformer back and ---.

Q.- Okay. Where did you move the

transformer to?

A. Put 1t at 119.

Q.- Just go ahead and mark on
that.

A You want me to use a symbol
or ---72

Q. It don"t matter, eilther way
you want to mark 1t. There®"s a pen.

That might be easier to write with.
WITNESS COMPLIES
BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. So you moved the transformer
back to 119 between number one and
number two entry?

A Yeah.

Q. Okay. Was that stopping 1In
place at the 119 crosscut?

AL I think 1t was.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q.- Okay. And you said the

transformer would be on the number
one side of that stopping; correct?
A Correct.

Q.- Okay. You said they had a

continuous miner being brought 1n?

A It was 1n there.

Q. It was 1In there. Where was 1t
at?

A I"m pretty sure i1t was right

here at 120, ---

Q.- Okay. Just go ahead and ---.
AL --- the crosscut.

WITNESS MARKS MAP

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Okay. So we got a transformer
moved back and then we®"ve got the
continuous miner. Was there any
other equipment on the section that

you recall? Were there any shuttle

cars?
A I can"t really remember
anything being there yet. Just the

miner and the transformer.

Q. Okay. Going back to the day
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before, on the 6th, you said they was
moving --- bringing in the miner, and
you got 1t marked as number one. Do
you know the activity that was taking
place on the 6th? What was you told
had been taking place on the 6th?

AL I was told they was cleaning
with diesel scoops trying to go up. |1
can"t remember 1f it was number three
or number four, but they was cleaning
out this area, one of these entries
with the diesel scoops.

Q.- Okay. And then on the 7th
when you got there, the miner was 1in
number one?

A It was right here.

Q.- What transpired to cause them
to move to number one entry?

AL As far as | know, 1t bounced
again. And I don"t really know why
they decided to go to number one. I
don*"t know. I never heard why they
went to number one.

Q.- When you got underground on

the 7th, who was i1In charge? Who was
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the --- who was 1n charge of the

section at that time?

AL I"m pretty sure it was Brandon
Kimber.
Q.- Brandon Kimber. Okay. So

jJust take me through the rest of that
shift, what you did.

AL We basically just got the
miner ready. The cable was routed

clear around here to the transformer.

And that ---.

Q.- Around here you-"re
talking ---7?

AL Number two.

Q.- Okay. You®"re going up

crosscut 120, number two entry, back

around to 119; correct? Okay .

AL And after that second bounce,
that was --- they didn"t want us to
get that cable. So we kind of put

new cable on the miner, got 1t set
up, ready to go.

Q.- Okay. Did you do anything
else on that shift?

AL Nothing I can really ---
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specifics | can remember doing. Just
helping out trying to get the power
and the miner and everything ready to
go .

Q. What were the ground
conditions like at that time when you
were underground, the rib conditions,
and what did you see?

A. Number one, they had 1t
cleaned and square setted, chain
linked from 1 think 118 to 119. And
I don"t remember going past crosscut
number two, jJust right there. And
this was all blown out pretty good.
The ribs were blown out and ---
pretty well.

Q.- How much debris was in that
area? Again, you"re referring to
crosscut 120 between one and two.

How much debris was 1In that area?

AL Probably four feet, 1°d guess.
Q.- Okay. Did you see any other
areas in the mine besides that?

A Just right there at that

location.
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Q- Was any material moved while
you were underground on the 7th?

A . Not that 1 can recall. We was
just setting up to go at number one.
Q.- Okay. Did you do anything
else on that shift?

A Nothing that --- nothing
really specific sticks out 1n my
mind, you know.

Q.- Okay. When you got on the
surface, did you talk to anyone when
you got on the surface? Were you
debriefed or anything when you got on
the surface?

AL Not that I can --- you know,
just talked to my boss, and you

know ---.

Q.- Okay. When was the next time
you came back underground?

A The next night.

Q.- The next night. And what was
taking place that night?

A. IT I remember right, they was
still just trying to clean these

entries and get them square setted
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and rock propped.
Q.- Okay. Were they actually

moving material at that time?

A I can"t really say for sure
that day.

Q. Okay.

A I can"t remember each day ---.
Q- I"m just trying to get
clarity. Just take 1t 1n general.

Did you work every day up to the
second accident?

A I took one day off iIn between
that day and the accident.

Q. Okay. So between the 6th and
16th --- let"s break 1t down that way
instead of trying to go day to day,
because I can"t remember what 1 did
yesterday. What happened --- you
know, how far did they advance, as
far as the cleanup work goes, between

the 6th and 16th?

A I think we was at crosscut

127.

Q.- Okay. To the 16th, they made

it all the way to 127. Okay . During
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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that time, did you see any other
areas of the mine other than the
number one entry? Did you have a
chance to see the number two, three
or four entries, by any chance?

A I got to see, I think 1t was
at 125, we cleaned out that crosscut
for a location for power. And I just
got to see the number ---.

Q. What was the condition like 1n
that crosscut 1257? What was those
conditions like? Do you remember?

A The crosscut at 125 was pretty
full. I mean, 1t was pretty much ---
pretty much to the roof at 125.

Q.- How far over did you clean up?
Do you remember how much material you
took out?

AL I think we cleaned clear the
whole depth of the crosscut.

Q.- Okay. When you stopped
cleaning, was there still material 1iIn
front of you, or had you ---7°

A There was still material on

the beltline, yeah.
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Q.- Okay. Do you remember how

high 1t was, how much material was 1In

there?
A I can"t --- don"t really
remember for sure. I know 1t wasn-™t

as much material as was in one, but
it was close. I mean, I never looked
up straight at one, but 1t seemed
like the crosscuts --- the area of
the crosscuts always had less
material than the straights.

Q.- While you were underground
during that time between the 6th and
16th, were there any bounces that was
taking place?

A Yes, there was.

Q.- Okay. What degree or what
severity would you say was the
bouncing taking place?

AL The bounces that 1 was around,
they was bouncing out and towards the
face from the rock props. They was
always staying 1nby the rock props.
And I never see nothing that threw

stuff against the rock props or
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really had me too concerned. It
seemed like 1t was always bouncing
out 1n front of the rock props.

Q- Again, during the time frame
between the two accidents, the 6th
and the 16th, what activity did you
participate 1n? Did you help them

set the rock props?

A. I did.

Q- You did?

AL Yes.

Q.- Okay. Could you talk me

through that a little bit and the

process as far as setting the props?

A We had a hydraulic driven
water pump that was --- ran off the
miner. You hook your water hose to

your rock prop and opened your valve
and set your rock prop. Start the
miner which, would turn on the
hydraulic pump to pressurize the
water, and set the rock props to
1,100 to 1,200 PSI.

Q. So you was running 1t off the

miner?
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of the minitrack, the scoops, the
miner, but there towards the end we
had a pretty good system where we
jJjust left the pump on the miner.

Q.- Okay. Where did you begin
setting these props, rock props?

A I think 1t was right at the

corner of 120, but I"m not 100

40

percent sure. I think just the outby
corner of 120, 1f 1 remember right.
Q.- Okay. And you set those how

far 1In?

A They was being advanced right
to the back of the miner.

Q.- Okay. How far apart did you

set them?

A They was three feet.
Q. Three fTeet.
A I think they was three --- two

and a half to three foot centers.
Q. Okay. Who else was helping
you set those props?

A The whole crew, really. |

mean, at different times, there was
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different people.

Q.- Okay. So after you set the
props, then what*"d they do?

AL The only people allowed to be
inby 119 while they was cleaning was
the people necessary to clean, which
usually was the miner operator, one
helper and the buggy runner. And
everybody else would be outby the 119
location.

Q.- Okay. So during this time,
were you ever on the section when
they was actually --- 1n the fTace
area when they was actually removing

material?

AL I wasn®"t right up to the face,
no .
Q.- Okay. Could you see where the

miner operator was standing?

AL Yes.

Q.- And where would he normally be
standing at?

A He would usually be standing
--- they had a piece of bulletproof

-—- 1 ain"t sure what 1t"s called.
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It looked like Plexiglas to me, but

it was a bulletproof shield. Would
hang 1t from the roof and usually try
to keep him 1n the crosscut or some
location as far outby as he could be
behind that shield while he ran the
miner .

Q. How far behind the miner was

that shield?

A I can"t really remember. A
foot. I wouldn®"t daresay how many
feet.

Q. Okay. When you were putting

the rock props 1in, how close to the
miner was those props set?

A. Pretty much right up to the
back of the miner.

Q.- Okay. Were you underground on
August 16th?

A Yeah, 1 was.

Q.- You was underground at the

time of the second accident, second

bump?

A Yeah.

Q. Okay. IT you don"t mind,
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could you walk me through that night?

A When 1 got there, we was on
the night shift. You know, we got to
the mine, drove 1In and we made 1t to
crosscut 89, the zone four phone.
And we was trying to call 1nto the
section, they was calling out and
reporting a bounce that they just
had.

Q. What time did you start
underground?

A I*"m not --- probably 10 after

6:00, somewhere 1In that area.

Q. Okay.

AL Ten after 6:00, 6:15.

Q. And you made 1t to what ---?
AL Crosscut 89.

Q. Okay. How long did 1t take

you to get to crosscut 897 How long
does 1t take to get from the outside

to crosscut 897

A Maybe 15 minutes, somewhere 1n
there.
Q.- Okay. So what happened when

you got to crosscut 897
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A We jJust heard them on the

pager phone calling outside reporting
a bounce that they just had in the
section.

Q.- Do you remember who was on the

pager phone?

A . Il don"t. Il wasn"t --- the
driver --- 1 wasn"t driving the
truck. The driver heard whoever was

reporting that and told me.

Q. Who was driving?

A Tim Harper.

Q. SO you got to crosscut 189.

A . Eighty-nine (89).

Q- Eighty-nine (89). I"m sorry.

So what did you do at that point?
AL We headed for the section.
Q.- Okay. How far did you make 1t

that night?

A. To the section?
Q.- Yeah. You said you went
towards the section. How far did you

actually go to?

AL Clear to the face.
Q.- Face meaning? What crosscut?
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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AL Where the miner was located
and cleaning.
Q. Do you remember who all was at

the face at the time when you and

Tim ---7?
A. No, 1 don-"t.
Q.- And what was taking place at

the time when you got there?

A When 1 first got there, Lester
Day, he was up there at the miner
while they were setting the rock
props. Somebody was helping him walk
outby, and 1 was packing the fTirst
aitd kit up to where the miner was at.
And when Lester came out, I stopped
right there. He kind of had some
cuts and scrapes on his head, and we
bandaged him up.

Q.- Okay. You said Lester was ---
what was Lester doing?

A He was up there. I"m not sure
what he was doing, but he was in the
area where 1t bounced.

Q.- Okay. So you met Lester

coming out and then what, what did
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you do after that?

A. After we helped Lester, got
him bandaged up, he --- we sent him
out 1n a truck and then we went to

the face.

Q. Okay. What"d you do at that
time?

A We helped try to dig them guys
out.

Q. I know 1t"s going to be, you

know, a little bit tough for you to
try to remember some of this stuff.
And I do appreciate you going through
It with us. So just take your time
and try to walk me through some of
this. Was Lester the only one that
you know of that was taken out of the
accident scene at that time, or had

there been somebody else? Was Lester

the first one out I guess 1s what I™m
asking?

AL I"m not sure 1f Lester was the
first one out of the mine. I don™t

really know.

Q. He was the first one out when
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you ---7?

A He was the fTirst one |1

seen ---

Q.- You seen. Okay.

AL --- come by.

Q.- Let me get one more map here
real quick. Okay. Let me turn this
SO you can see 1t. Just so you know,

Ryan, that®"s a map that we at MSHA
created from the scene. We went back
in after the event. If you could ---

does that look halfway familiar to

you?
A. Yeah.
Q.- Okay. So you met Lester

coming out, and then you went back 1In
to help get the other guys out. Do
you remember who you helped get out
after that?

A I can"t remember really what

order anybody ---.

Q.- Okay. IT you don"t remember
order, jJust --- do you remember where
anybody was located? 111 just put

it that way.
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A. I think after 1 helped Lester,

when 1 first got up to the back of
the pile, they was just bringing Jeff
Tripp off on a stretcher. And 1
stopped right there, and we put
oxygen on him and a neck brace and
tried to do as much first aitd as we
could.

Q.- So after you helped Mr. Tripp,
did you assist anyone else?

AL The next person 1 can remember
trying to help was Casey Carver.

Q.- Okay. Do you remember where
he was at?

A "1l jJust guess. I *d say
somewhere in here.

Q.- IfT you would just put an X or
something in that area, and just
write Casey down below i1t so we know
who you®"re referring to. I know you
lose track of time when an event like
this goes on, but jJust so | get a
general feel. From the time you met
Lester coming out to the time that

you assisted Mr. Casey, how much time
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do you think went by?

A . I have no 1dea.

Q.- Okay. So after you helped
with Mr. Casey, what did you do after
that?

A Just continued to help try to
get everybody outside.

Q.- Okay. Do you remember helping
anyone else or assisting anyone else?
A Pretty much 1 stayed right
there until everybody was out. I
can"t really remember what order.

Q.- Like 1 said, jJjust take your
time. Do you remember the location
of any of the other victims?

A. Dale, he was about right here,
right in front of Casey. I"m not
sure 1f that"s how far from the
miner. I really wasn®"t paying
attention to where everything was.

Q.- Just for clarification for
you, this lIine here would represent
--- where the rubble would be. And
it sloped up and then leveled off.

Where 1t kind of sloped up would be
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this line here. I don"t know 1f that
helps you or not. I kind of
clarified as much as I can for you.
So you got Casey and Dale. Do you

remember where anyone else was at?
AL I really can™"t remember
specifics on where the rest were at.
There was already quite a few people
helping with all them guys, and 1
wasn"t really ---.

Q.- But you did stay there until
everyone was out?

A. I did.

Q. Okay. Do you remember who the

last one out was?

A. Dale.
Q.- Dale was the last one taken
out? Okay. Do you know about what

time 1t was when he got out?

A I don™"t.

Q. Okay. After Dale came out,
what did you do next?

A. During the whole thing, they
was trying to get a name count of

everybody who was 1n there. And
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after we got everybody out, we kind
of headed out towards the 119 area
and everybody made sure that we was
all accounted for. And then we went
out of the mine.

Q.- Who was the --- do you
remember who was doing the head
count? Who was ---7

A There was a few people. I
remember Gale Anderson helping out.
Jim Marshall was helping out. There
was a few different people trying to
account for everybody that was 1n
there.

Q.- Who seemed to be the person
that was 1n charge during this
recovery?

A. I can"t think of one person
that was i1n charge.

Q.- Okay. Everybody was just
doing whatever 1t took?

AL Yeah.

Q. Okay. So after the head count
at 119, what did you do next?

AL We all headed outside and then
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went to the shop.

Q. Okay. What happened 1n the

shop area?

AL They double checked and made
sure everybody was out of the mine,
and they had EMTs there taking

everybody®"s blood pressure.

Q. When you say they, who"s they?
A The company.
Q- The company.
A . And I"m not sure who had these

people here, but they was there.

Q. So after the EMTs took your
blood pressure and checked everyone
out, what happened then?

A I think we --- 1 think MSHA
put up a big like piece of paper on
the board and we tried to kind of
decide what happened that night.

Q.- Okay. On this board, did you
make any marks on the board?

A. I didn-"t.

Q. Okay. Do you remember who was
doing most of the marking on the

board that night?
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A. I don*"t really remember for
sure.
Q.- 111 tell you what. Let"s

take about a ten-minute break here
and go to the restroom.

SHORT BREAK TAKEN

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. As we"ve been talking here,
Ryan, do you remember anything now
about the floor or anything?
Anything jog your memory as fTar as
what happened the week prior to you
taking the three days off? Where 1t
was at or anything like that? Did 1t
come back to you?
A I can"t remember for sure. 1
know we was getting pretty close to
where we was going to have move
around that location where the dogleg
was out fTfurther than the rest of the
section.
Q. Okay.

MR. BAXTER:

Could you jJjust say

where you were pointing to on
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the map there?
AL It"s between crosscut 140 and
141 .
BY MR. WATKINS:

Q. Okay. When you say moved
outby, do you know, where was the
section at before they started ---
before they had to move?

A I"m not sure exactly where
they was going to start moving. |
jJust know that everybody figured when
we got back from our days off, they
would have moved around and we"d be
back to pulling pillars.

Q. Do you know where they was
moving to, what crosscut they was
going to?

AL No . I thought 1t was 138, but
I"m not 100 percent sure.

Q. Okay. Do you know why they

were skipping those pillars?

A . Because of this ---.
Q. Okay. And you“"re pointing to
the ---7?
A Dogleg at ---.
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Q- Okay. We know 1t"s not there

anymore.
A Yeah.

Q.- Do you remember anything about
the conditions, roof conditions or
ground conditions on the section

before they moved?

A Not nothing out of the
ordinary that 1 seen.

Q. Okay. On the 16th when the
second event occurred, | know you
were on your way iIn with Tim. Do you

remember at what point any of the
other management people showed up,
like Gary Peacock or Mr. Murray or
anyone like that?

A I*"m not sure when they did.

Q.- Do you remember seeing them on
the section?

A I do.

Q- Going to the north barrier,
were you working when they developed

the north barrier?

A Yeah.
Q. Okay. What can you tell me
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about the mining conditions on the
north barrier while they were
developing the section?

A The biggest thing I can
remember 1s the water trouble we had.
Q. Okay. What did you ---
where"d you have water trouble at?

A. I"m not real 100 percent sure.
I thought 1t was somewhere in here,
146, 147, somewhere.

Q.- Okay. And you"re referring

back to the fTirst exhibit; right, the

big map?

A Right.

Q.- Okay. They kind of stopped
development In the north main. Do

you know why they decided to stop?

A I*"m not sure why they did.
Q. You were talking about water
problems. What kind of problems are

we talking about?

A. We just hit water and wasn-"t
really set up for water. So 1t took
us a few days to get pipe run iIn the

section and pumps and get the water
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taking care of 1t.

Q. Okay. How much water are we
talking about?

A It all ran down the hill 1n
the number one entry, and 1t wasn"t
--- 1 mean, after we got the pumps
and everything set up, the pumps
would keep up. It was never over
your boot.

Q. The water was coming iIn the
from the mine from the roof, the

floor, ribs?

A . Il"m not sure.
Q. All the above?
A . It looked like the floor to

me, but I"m not 100 percent.

Q.- As far as the conditions go,

57

as far as mining conditions, when you

developed the north barrier, how did

that compare to the south barrier?

A I thought the south barrier

actually was a better section when we

was developing i1t.

Q. Why would you say 1t was
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better?

A The ribs were better, and 1t
seemed like we had a lot less --- 1
don*"t know. We mined better in this
section, where 1t seemed like 1t was
faster.

Q. You"re referring to the south?
It was better In the south?

AL The south section was better
than the north.

Q. Than the north. What about
the --- as far as the conditions go
on the rib, did they seem to be
sloughing as bad as the south or how
would you compare those two?

AL I don®"t know. It seems to be
me like the north was maybe a little

worse for sloughage.

Q.- What about the bounces that
were occurring? Were they ---7?

AL I can"t really remember any
bounces that were bad enough 1 can

remember them.
Q. It looks like on the north

barrier on that map that®"s marked as

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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March of "07, seems to be a couple of
rows of pillars that were left and
then you started doing a little bit
more retreat mining. Do you know why
they skipped those two rows?

A . Had a bounce that created a
lot of gob In the roadways and
entryways. And I"m not sure why they
thought 1t would be better to move
out. IT 1t was something to do with
the weight or 1f 1t would help to
leave that extra support. I"m not
real sure.

Q. Do you see the condition of
those entries and those crosscuts as
far as amount of material that was 1in
them or anything like that?

A I don®"t think I did.

Q.- Okay. So they set outby and
they was going to take off and
retreat again; right? That"s what i1t
looks like.

A No . They moved from 137 to
135 and started pillaring again.

Q. Yeah, 1t appears from the map

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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they may have mined three pillars.
Do you know we --- why they stopped
retreat mining at that point?

A. I"m not sure exactly why they

stopped, but they did have another

bounce.
Q. They had another bounce at
that time. Was it worse than the one

they had at, say, 1377

A I"m trying to think 1f they
actually had a bounce at 137. When 1
actually started thinking about 1t, 1
was thinking about the bounce that
happened right here.

Q. Okay.

A I"m not sure 1f they did have
a bounce at 137 or why they moved
out. But 1 know that 1t did bounce
and they moved out.

Q.- Can you think --- 1 guess, can
you think of any other reason why
they would, you know, skip out, skip

those two rows and then start

mining ---7
AL Just because 1t was getting
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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heavy, 1 1magine.

Q.- Okay. Is there any other
areas of the mine where --- that was
under development or retreat while
you worked there besides the north
and the south barriers? Did they
mine anywhere else? I know you
mentioned longwall panels and stuff.
A Yeah.

Q.- Was there anywhere else on ---
with the continuous miner that was
mined while you were there?

A I was there the whole time we
pulled the pillars up out of the
south --- not the whole time, but |1
was there when they were pulling
pillars out of the south mains
section.

Q.- Okay. Do you remember how

many entries was down at the south

mains?
A. Il don"t remember for sure.
Q. I don"t have a map of that

area to help you.

A . It was that area.
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Q. Do you remember how that area
was mined on retreat? For example, 1
think 1f I remember, they may have
had five entries that were driven
down on the belt, and when you
pillared back, 1t looked like they
pillared back more than that. Do you
remember how that was mined?

A I think they had the TfTive
entries that were the mains, and |
don"t remember how many crosscuts.
But they were turning the belt for a
couple more crosscuts, rows, and then
they would pull them on the way out.
Q.- Okay. When you say pull, did
they pull the ones they developed
back, or did they pull them all at

the same time coming back?

A They*"d pull the whole row.
Q. The whole row?
A. The mains and what they

developed.
Q. The mains and what they
developed. Okay. Do you remember

what the conditions were like 1In the
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south main while they were doing
this?
A It seemed like a pretty good

pillar section to me.

Q.- How about the bumps and the
bounces? Were they ---7?
A Nothing that I can really

remember.

Q.- Okay. Do you remember any
bounces occurring in that area, 1In
the south mains, major bumps or

bounces?

A Nothing that sticks out 1In my
mind that I can really remember.
Q.- Okay. The roof and rib

conditions, how did they compare to
the south mains? Or the south
barrier block, I"m sorry.

A. I can"t really remember the

roof and rib conditions on that south

section.

Q. Okay. Any other areas of the

mine?

A That we developed, or ---7

Q.- Yeah, that you developed other
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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than the longwall panels.

A . No, as far as continuous
miners. Nothing that we pillared,
retreat mined out of. That was 1t.
Q.- Did you have any water

problems in the south mains?

A Nothing.

Q. When you listed
certifications, did you --- fireboss
papers?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay . Did you ever have ---

ever have the occasion to perform any
firebossing?

A. I did.

Q. Do you remember what areas
that you firebossed?

A It was a long time ago, but 1
used to pre-shift the Genwal Mine
haulages. Like, our first shift back
over the weekend, 1°d come pre-shift
that night.

Q.- Okay. Did you ever have any
issues with air quality, low oxygen,

methane, anything like that that you
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encountered?

A Nothing 1 can ever recall.

Q. Did you ever have occasion to
examine any of the sealed areas, the
seals themselves?

A Yeah.

Q.- Okay. Did you encounter any
condition in front of the seals with

ailr quality?

A . I didn"t.
Q.- Each one of those seals has a
gas pipe 1in. Did you ever have the

occasion to open that pipe and see

what was behind there ---7?
AL I never did.
Q.- Okay. When was your last

annual refresher training?

A I think we do them i1In January.
Q.- In January? Do you remember
where 1t was at?

AL I think I had mine at Tower
last year.

Q.- Okay. Do you remember what
was covered during the refresher?

Was the roof control and ventilation
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plan gone over?

AL Yes.

Q.- Okay. Did you have any
questions about the roof control
plan, or ventilation plan or anything

come to your mind, any questions that

arose?

A. No .

Q.- As a maintenance foreman, was
you aware of --- do you know of any

equipment that was damaged or
anything due to a bump or bounce that
you had to work on to repair?
A I don™"t.

MR. WATKINS:

Okay. Anybody got any
questions?

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q.- Okay, Ryan. Have you given a
written statement or i1nterview to
anyone before this iInterview
regarding the accident?
A I haven~™t.
Q. Okay.

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:
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given to me.

A . Just to Marco.
BY MR. WATKINS:
Q. Okay. Has anyone offered you

anything or made you any promise to

you 1n

exchange for you to appear

here today or not to appear here?

67

AL No .

Q. Okay. l"ve got to ask them.

Do you have anything that you®d like
to add that may be relevant to this

investigation?

A Nothing I can think of right

nNow .

MR. WATKINS:

On behalf of MSHA, 1
want to thank you for
appearing and answering the
questions today. Your
cooperation 1Is very iImportant
to the 1nvestigation as we
work to determine the cause of
the accident.

We ask that you do not
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discuss your testimony with
any person who may have
already been interviewed or
who may be iInterviewed in the
future. This will ensure that
we obtain everyone-®s
independent recollection of
events surrounding the
accident.

After questioning other
witnesses, we may call you if
we have any fTollow-up
questions that we feel need to
be asked. If at any time you
have additional 1information
regarding the accident that
you would like to provide us,
please contact us at the
contact Iinformation provided
to you on the card that 1 gave
you with Mr. Gates®™ name on
it.

The Mine Act provides
certain protections for miners

who provide information to
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MSHA, and as a result, are
treated adversely. IT at any
time you believe that you have
been treated unfairly because
of your cooperation in this
investigation, you should
immediately notify MSHA.

IT you wish, you may
now go back over any answer
that you have given during
this 1Interview, and you may
also make any statement that
you have at this time. Is
there anything that you~"d like

to add or anything?

A I don®"t think so.

MR. WATKINS:

Okay. Again, 1 want to
thank you for appearing here
today.

e
STATEMENT UNDER OATH
CONCLUDED AT 1:05 P.M.
e
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