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P R OCEETDTI NG S

MR. MORLEY:

My name 1s Thomas
Morley. I"m an accident
investigator with the Mine
Safety & Health
Administration, an agency of
the United States Department
of Labor. With me 1s Derek
Baxter from the Solicitor~™s
Office. We will be conducting
the questioning today.

I, together with other
government i1nvestigators and
specialists, have been
assigned to Investigate the
conditions, events and
circumstances surrounding the
fatalities that occurred at
the Crandall Canyon Mine 1i1n
Utah on August 2007. The
investigation 1s being
conducted by MSHA, under

Section 103(a) of the Federal

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Mine Safety & Health Act, and
the Utah Commission of Labor.
We appreciate your assistance
in this 1nvestigation.

After the i1nvestigation
is complete, MSHA will issue a
public report detailing the
nature and causes of the
fatalities 1n the hope that
greater awareness about the
causes of accidents can reduce
their occurrence i1n the
future. Information obtained
through witness i1Interviews 1s
frequently 1ncluded 1n these
reports. Your statement may
also be used 1n other
proceedings.

You may have a personal
representative present during
the taking of this statement
and may consult with the
representative at any time.
Your statement 1s completely

voluntary. You may refuse to

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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answer any question and may
terminate your i1interview at
any time or request a break at
any time. Since this 1s not
an adversarial proceeding,
formal cross-examination will
not be permitted. However,
your personal representative
may ask clarifying questions
as appropriate.

A court reporter will
record your iInterview. Please
speak loudly and clearly. 1T
you do not understand a
question asked, please ask me
to rephrase 1t. Please answer
each question as fTully as you
can including any information
you have learned from someone
else.

I would like to thank
you 1n advance for your
appearance here. We
appreciate your assistance 1n

this Investigation. Your

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908
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cooperation 1s critical 1

making the nation®s mines

safer.

10

n

After we have finished

asking questions, you wil

have an opportunity to make a

statement and provide us with

any other information that you

believe 1s 1mportant. IT at

any time after the iInterview

you recall any additional
information that you beli
might be useful, please

contact Richard Gates at

eve

the

telephone number or e-mail

address on this card.

Ms. Kirkwood, would you

swear In the witness?

STEVE WILSON, HAVING FIRST BEEN
SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

MR. MORLEY:

Ms. Kirkwood, are

empowered as a notary 1in

you

the

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service,
(814) 536-8908

Inc.
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State of Utah?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

I am.

MR. MORLEY:

When does your
commission expire?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

August 15th, 2008.
MR. MORLEY:

Have you sworn In Mr.
Wilson?

MS. KIRKWOOD:

Yes.

BY MR. MORLEY:

Q- Can you please state your Ffull

name and address for the record?

A. Steven Wilson, (b) (7)(C)
(b) (7)(C)
Q. Mr. Wilson, do you have a

personal representative with you

today?
A I do.
MR. MORLEY:
Would your personal
representative 1dentify
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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himself by name and address
for the record?

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

Marco Rajkovich, 2333
Alumni Park Plaza, Suite 310,
Lexington, Kentucky, 40517.
BY MR. MORLEY:

Q.- Mr. Wilson, are you aware that
your representative may have a
conflict of 1Interest In representing
you while being provided by someone
else such as the company?
AL Yes.

MR. MORLEY:

Mr. Rajkovich, would
you state for the record
whether you also represent the
mine operator in these
matters?

ATTORNEY RAJKOVICH:

I do.
BY MR. MORLEY:

Q. With this understanding, do
you still want this person as your

representative?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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AL I do.

Q.- Okay. Can 1 call you Steve?
A. You sure can.

Q.- Okay. Are you appearing here

voluntarily today?

AL I am.

Q- How many years of mining
experience do you have?

AL From 1976 to present.

Q.- That"s quite a few. Can you
give me a brief description of your
coal mine employment history?

A Pardon me?

Q.- Where you®"ve worked over that
period of time, your employment

history?

AL Where 1 have worked?

Q. Yeah.

AL I worked at Des-Bee-Dove Mine
and 1 worked at the Tower operation.

And then 1 was transferred to Genwal
when West Ridge was opened.

Q.- So how much of this time has
been at the Crandall Canyon Mine?

A Eight years.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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14
Eight years? What 1s your

present position?

AL

I"m outby support.

Outby support?

Yes, sir.

Did you hold that same job on
6th?

I did.

Okay. How long have you

in that position?

Three or four years.

Okay. What other positions

have you held at the mine?

At Crandall Canyon?

Il was a roof bolter and a set

COURT REPORTER:

Sir, you"re going to
have to keep your voice up a

little more.

He"s having trouble hearing

AL

Q. Yeah.
AL

up man.

Q. Okay.
BY MR. MORLEY:
Q.

you .

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A Oh, I"m sorry.

Q. Do you have any mining
certifications?

A I do. I"m a certified

fireboss.

Q. Okay. In the State of Utah?
A. Yes, sSir.
Q.- Okay. Who was your 1mmediate

supervisor on August 6th?

A. Jesse Gordon.

Q. Okay. And how long has he
been your supervisor?

A. Over three years.

Q.- Okay. What was your work
schedule for the week of the
accident?

A. I was working Friday,

Saturday, Sunday and Monday.

Q. And what time did your shift
start?

A. From --- dayshift, from 7:00
to 7:00 Friday through --- Friday,

Saturday and Sunday and then Monday
we was to report at 5:00.

Q.- Okay. So you worked the day

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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before the accident?

A Yes, sSir.

Q.- Can you tell me what you did
on that day starting at the beginning
of the shift as much as you can
remember through the whole shift from
the time you arrived at the property?
AL No, I cannot. Il can™t
remember.

Q. You can"t remember?

A Usually when we go 1in we check
the books and clear the books from

the previous shift.

Q. Okay.

A And then we go preshift.

Q. Okay.

AL And then we put 1n the books

that we put 1n, and then we go clear
them.
Q.- So by clearing books, meaning

you would correct conditions 1n the

mine?
A. Correct.
Q.- Okay. Do you remember where

you preshifted that day, the day

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908
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before the accident?

A No .

Q.- Okay. The day of the
accident, what time did you start
that day?

AL 5:00 a.m.

Q- 5:00 a.-.m. Can you tell me how
--- can you walk me through that day,
from the time you arrived until the

time you left the property?

A From the time we arrived, it
was --- they said they lost
communication to the section. So we
had gone 1n. We was helping

establish the air flow throughout the
stoppings. And then 1 know the mine
rescue team came in, and they tried

to go --- we set up a fresh air base

at Crosscut 121.

Q. Okay.
AL And then we started to clean
the Number Three entry. I don™t

recall 1f we started setting the tail
piece that day or not.

Q. Okay.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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AL And that was a long day. I

think we left about 8:30 that

evening.

Q.- You left about 8:307?

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q.- So when you got to the mine,

you had started to help repairing the

ventilation controls?

AL Yes, sir.

Q. And what were you doing? Were
you hanging canvas or repairing ---7

A Hanging bags, putting up pogo

sticks. It was falling --- the

parameters of the bags so we could

just have as much air 1nto that as we

could.
Q.- Do you remember where you were
when --- about what crosscut you

started doing 1t at?
A It was probably --- 1 guess

probably around four on Number Six

Belt.

Q. Four on Number Six Belt.

A Crosscut on the Six Belt.

Q. Okay. Do you know Ilike what
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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--- like all the numbers --- the
crosscuts seemed to be numbered 1n a
mine. Do you know ---7?

A You come in and 1 think we
turned down the hill and the fourth
crosscut on Number Six.

Q- Okay. Because that"s ---.

A . See, we turned down and we
went down the hill.

Q- Okay. All right. And how
long did you continue doing that?
A Oh, geez. Time wise |1

couldn®t tell you.

Q. Did you keep doing that until
you got all the way up ---7
AL Until we got to 125 I believe

was the last one because we couldn™t

get passed 126.

Q.- You couldn®"t get passed 126.
Okay . You then said that they
started to clean up. And what entry

was that?

A I think 1t was Number Three.
Q- The Number Three entry?
AL Uh-huh (yes).

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

Q.- Do you know what crosscut?
A. I can"t remember.
Q- Can you describe what did it

look like?

A The crosscuts?

Q. Yeah.

AL Just blown out and blown 1n.
Q. Blown out and blown 1n?

A You know, basically 1t was
blown 1n. The roof was good, and the

panel conditions was good.

Q- And how fTull were they 1in
there? How much coal did you see?

A At the belt line, 1t was going
in to both sides of the belt because
a lot of times you would have to walk
on top the belt to get to the next
crosscut.

Q.- Okay. But you®"re not --- do
you have any i1dea of where that

started? You"re not quite sure?

A No . I*m thinking --- for the

fresh aitr base, I'"m thinking --- 1

can"t remember. I"m sorry.

Q. Okay. What job --- what were
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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your duties up there while they were
cleaning up?

A On that day, 1 was ---
established the first day at 121 at

the fresh air base.

Q. Okay.

A . And 1 was told not to leave
until I was relieved.

Q.- And what did you do at the

fresh air base?

AL Mostly jJjust answered the
phone.

Q. Did communications?

A Communications from the

surface 1n to the mine rescue people
and whoever else was going i1Inby.
They told me not to let anybody go
inby 121 unless | had their names
written down on a piece of paper.
And then as they was coming outby
come back to there and then 1"d take
their names off.

Q.- So you were keeping track of
the people who were going i1nby 1217
AL Yes.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. Who was 1n charge on the
section of the cleanup operation?

A I don"t remember.

Q. Do you know who was i1n charge

on the surface?

A Uh-uh (no). I 1magine Laine
would be In charge. He was there
that day.

Q.- Okay. You stayed at the fresh
alr base. Did you stay there until

the end of the shift?

A No --- well, at the end of my
shift until I was relieved.

Q.- Until you were relieved?

AL Yes.

Q. Do you know what time you got

outside?
AL About 8:30 p.m.
Q. Okay. And when you got

outside, did you talk to anybody ---

AL No .

Q. --- Or you just went home from

there?

AL Yes.

Q- Okay. From the date of the
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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6th the next day during the recovery

operation, what were your duties

during those days?

A I was outside on the fTorklift.
Q. Okay.
A Unloading material, stuff from

the outprops ---.

Q.- So you pretty much stayed out
of the mine?

A . Well, then they had me ---
when 1 was caught up on unloading
trucks, they had me either take an
MSHA person 1n or bring one out, just
wondering what the heck was going on
at the time.

Q. Okay. Did you go in the mine

the next day on the 7th?

A . I"m sure 1 did, but I can"t
recall.
Q. Okay. Do you know 1f they

were still cleaning up i1n the Number

Three entry or ---7°
A I don®"t know.
Q. Okay. What about on the

following days?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A Same thing. I was out there
until probably two weeks or a week at
least.

Q.- So you were jJjust hauling

people in and out?

A Uh-huh (yes). Unloading
trucks.
Q.- How far each day did you

progress? I mean, were you up at
where the recovery operations were
taking place, or were you just
dropping people ---7?

A No . I*"d drop them off at the
--- they had a compressor at the
seven head roller.

Q. Okay.

AL And 1 would take them to that
point and then go on out.

Q.- Okay. So you never actually

got up to the recovery

operations ---7?
A. No, sir.
Q. Okay. Were you working at the

mine on the 16th when the second

accident occurred?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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A. I was.
Q. Okay. Can you tell me what

happened that day? Do you remember?

A I was running diesel scoop
that day --- or diesel coal runner.
Q.- Okay. Was that the first day
you had done that or ---7°

A . Second.

Q. Okay.

A Second day. It was ---.

Yeah, Wednesday and Thursday.

Q. Okay.
A Does that sound right?
Q. That sounds right. The 16th

was a Thursday.

A Thursday was the day of the
accident?

Q.- Right.

AL Okay. That was Wednesday and
Thursday I was hauling diesel scoop
--- or running diesel scoop them
days.

Q. Where were they cleaning up on
that day?

A . I*"m thinking Crosscut 124, but

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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I could be wrong.

Q.- Okay. Could you kind of run
through --- do you remember the
events of the day? Could you ---
starting at the beginning of the
shift, could you kind of run through
the events as you remember them to

the best of your knowledge?

AL On the day of the accident?
Q.- Yes, please.

A Well, we was running steady.
We was setting our rock props. And

putting in timber In between each

rock prop were squealers.

Q. Okay.

A And so I was there all the
time. And 1t was about --- 1t was
shift change on the belts. Took out
them guys and 1 went back. I was

switched out at the feeder breaker.

I Just dumped.

Q. Okay.
A Switched out my diesel car.
And when 1t bounced, 1 went back to

the phone and tried to make

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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communications to the base. And the
others --- Phil Gordon answered the
phone and said we needed to bring up
brattice and pogo sticks so we can

establish the air back 1nto ---.

Q- Back 1nto where they were ---
AL Yeah.

Q- --- where they were loading?
Okay. Then what did you do?

A It got hectic.

Q- It got real hectic?

A Yeah. And 1t jJust seemed like
every --- every time you get halfway

up there, somebody would take
something from you and send you back
for something else.
Q- So you were jJjust running back
and forth?
AL Yeah.
Q. Want to take a little break?
Are you okay?
A I"m okay.

MR. BAXTER:

We can take a break if

you want to.

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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BY MR. MORLEY:

Q.- Okay. Steve, sSO you were
basically bringing up supplies for
the guys who were working on the
injured people?

AL Yes, sir.

Q. Did you do that for the whole
time they were recovering those guys
or did you go up and help them or

anything?

A. No . From what I recall,
that"s pretty much what 1 was doing.
Q- And then you pretty much

stayed at the fresh air base, or what

did you ---7°

A No, because 1t was Just go get
me a stretcher. And you~"d get
halfway up there. Somebody would
take the stretcher. Go out to the
first ard kit. It was jJust --- it

was hectic.
Q. I 1magine. When did you leave

the mine?

A That evening.
Q. I mean, did you stay until the
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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last guys were ---7
A About 10:30.
Q. I mean out of the section.
A. Oh.
Q.- Do you know who you rode out
with or ---7
A I rode out with Darwon
Stansftield. The time, 1 couldn®™t
tell you.
Q. What was his name?
A Darwon Stansfield.
Q. Darwon Stansfield?
A Yes, sSir.
Q.- Okay. And did you help take
somebody out or did you just ride
out?
AL No . He jJust took me out.
Q.- Were all the 1Injured guys out
at that time or ---7?
A No, sir. There was --- 1
can"t remember. I think there may
have been two left, but I"m not sure.
Q.- There may have been two guys
left?
A Uh-huh (yes).

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q- So you rode out with Darwon.
And then when you got outside, did

you talk to anybody?

A We was to meet at the shop ---
Q. Okay.
A --- so they could count and

make sure everybody was out.

Q.- And did you do that?

AL Yes, sir.

Q.- What did they do at the shop?
A . EMTs came in and took all of

our blood pressure.
Q.- Checked you out?
A Uh-huh (yes). And then 1
think the MSHA guy was there.
Q. What was his name?
A. There were so many. I really
couldn®t tell you.
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:

Strickland?
A . Strickland was there and had a
map out and asked anybody that could
help them place where the people was
at the time.

BY MR. MORLEY:

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Q. Okay. And then after that you

went home?

A Yeah. Mr. Murray spoke to us
and, you know.

Q. Okay. You want to take a five
minute break and come back? Okay.
SHORT BREAK TAKEN

BY MR. MORLEY:

Q- Steve, prior to the August
16th accident when you were up 1In the
recovery area, did you experience any

other bumps or bounces?

AL The 16th was the second one?

Q.- Yeah. Before that?

AL Yeah, 1t would bump.

Q. What do you call 1t?

A Well, a bump wouldn®"t be ---

it would just bump. A bounce would

be a blow out. I mean, 1t would get

-—--- because there was stuff iIn the

face
Q.- Everybody seems to have a
little bit different definition. Can

you describe for me what you call a

bounce?

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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AL A bounce?
Q. Yeah.
A . A bounce would be when it

would bounce, and you would get ---.

Q.- Like you"d feel ---7°

A Your ears would pop. There=d
be a change 1n pressure | guess you
could say. It would cause that. And

a lot of times 1f 1t bounced hard
enough, you®d get stuff thrown 1in
your Fface and ---.

Q. By stuff you mean coal?

AL Coal, you know, rock or dust

just off the floor when 1t would

bounce. It would bounce.
Q. What did 1t sound like?
AL Probably a gun going off 1i1n

your ear.
Q.- Okay. And did you fTeel
anything 1in your feet or was there a

vibration?

A Oh, yeah, 1°d 1magine.
Q.- Or 1s 1t more jJust a sound?
AL Uh-huh (yes).
Q.- And a bump 1s?
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A Just mine bumps, a rib would
pop or ---
Q- Okay. So before August 16th

during the bounce that caused the
accident, did you experience any
other ones while you were up there
like ---

AL No .

Q. --- maybe on the 15th or the
first day you were up there helping
clean up?

A No, sir.

Q.- You were switched out 1n your
ram car at the time of the accident.
Where exactly were you? Were you at
the feeder? Were you 1In Number One
entry?

A Well, you"d have to pull up on
the feeder and you®d come out and
have to turn around so the other car
could come up here and I would back
down the feeder.

Q.- Okay. So what entry or
crosscut were you in??

A . Il can"t remember where the
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feeder was at. Il don"t know what
number the feeder was 1in.
Q.- Okay. Could you see the

accident when 1t occurred?

A. Could 1 see 1t?

Q. Yeah.

AL No, sir.

Q. Did you hear 1t?

A Yeah. When i1t bounced, yeah.
Q. Pretty loud?

A Uh-huh (yes).

Q- Okay. When we first started,

you said that 1n your typical mine
duties you were doing the preshift
and correcting things?

A Correct.

Q. Where did you normally ---
what part of the mine did you
normally do that 1n?

A I would usually do south
Crandall ---

Q. Okay.

AL --- and then 1nto Crosscut 45,
the Intakes.

Q. Of Crandall Canyon?
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A Yes, sSir.

Q.- Okay. Did you ever get up
towards the working section toward
west mains 1n Crandall Canyon?

AL I"m sure that 1 would because
the other two firebosses would

usually put stuff 1in the books and

35

we"d have to go 1n and correct those.

Q. Were you up in the west mains
when they were mining I guess what

they“"re calling the south barrier

block?
A At what time?
Q.- While they were advancing the

section or the whole time they were

in there? How did things look 1in

there?
AL Good.
Q. Compared to the rest of the

mine your experienced with they
looked pretty good?
A. Yeah. That"s where, you know

the roof was sloughed off.

Q.- The roof was sloughed off?
AL Uh-huh (yes).
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Q.- But nothing unusual compared
to the rest of the mine?

AL No .

Q. Do you know what the height

they were mining in there was?

A The height?

Q. Yes.

AL No, sir, 1 do not.

Q.- Okay. Did you notice any

evidence of heavy ground conditions
like with the ribs making noise or
taking weight?

A Pardon me?

Q- Pillars taking weight 1in that
section, or 1s there anything unusual
about the coal pillars or the ribs?
A It was sloughed off like |1

said earlier.

Q. Just like normal 1n a mine?
Nothing abnormal or ---7?
A No, because --- 1 mean, you-©"d

go in to build stoppings and such and
you could shovel off the ribs so you
could get to the floor with your

Kennedy panels in properly.
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Q. Did it like --- did it slough

off from the top or did the middle of

the pillars eat out or ---7
A. The middle.
Q- So the pillars got like an

hourglass shape?
A. Yeah, kind of.
Q.- Okay. Did you ever see any

floor heave Iin that section?

A. Yes, sir, 1 did. In the belt
line, we had to go into --- 1 don"t
recall what crosscut. We had to go

and raise the belt up because we
couldn®"t shovel out from under the
bottom rollers. So we had to raise
the belt up.

Q.- Okay. And did you ever
experience any bumps or bounces 1i1n

that section while you were up there?

AL Well, I"m sure a bump.
Q.- Just made a noise?

AL Not a bounce, no.

Q. Okay. Were you i1n that

section after they started pillaring?

AL We went In and retrieved the
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belt back --- help to move the belt
back because --- do you understand
that?

Q.- Yes. Did you ever observe

them cutting and loading 1n there?

AL No, sir.

Q.- Okay. So you were more from
the tail piece outby?

A Yes.

Q.- Once they started pillaring,
did you notice any change i1n the
conditions of the --- of the ribs or
the conditions iIn the section?

A Yeah. Yeah, you would notice
because we would go in where 1t would
slough off and we®"d had to reset
timber on the belt line.

Q.- So you had more sloughage once

they started pillaring?

AL Yes.

Q- Any more fTloor heave?

A No, sir. That was the only
one | observed.

Q.- Okay. And did you ever

experience any bumps or bounces while

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

39

they were pillaring 1n there?

AL No .
Q- Nothing out of the ordinary?
AL No .
Q.- What about the north barrier

block? Were you ever up there?

AL We was up there 1n the same
sttuation, ---

Q.- The same capacity?

AL --- to retrieve the belt back
when they moved.

Q- When they were developing 1t,
do you know what the conditions were
at that time?

A . No. Just the section, 1t°s

probably comparable to the other one.

Q.- No more or less rib sloughage?
A. Not that 1 can remember.
Q.- No more bumps or bounces or

anything?

A No .

Q. On the map, 1t seems like they
cut that section short. Do you know
why?

AL No . Il was on vacation, and
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when 1 came back, they was starting
to retrieve the stuff out.

Q. Okay. I was referring more to
development at this point.

AL Oh.

Q.- Was that section wet or dry

compared to the rest?

A We did hit water. Yes, we
did.
Q. Okay. But you don®"t know 1f

that"s the reason they stopped
advancing?

AL No .

Q.- Okay. And as they were
pillaring out, you didn"t see
anything abnormal until you went on
vacation and they were done?

AL I went out. I came back, and
they was retrieving the top belt line
out.

Q. Did you go up into the south
section a week before the accident at
all to retrieve belts or correct any
conditions up there when they were

retreating?
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A . Il don"t recall. Il don™"t

remember.

Q.- Do you have any notes or
records of your activities during the
time of the accident?

A I do not.

Q- Okay. In general, how would
you describe the roof or the bottom

conditions at Crandall Canyon Mine?

Do you think they were good or ---7?
A. How would I ---7
Q. The roof, the ribs, the floor,

the ground conditions?

A . Good.

Q.- You thought they were good?
AL I think so.

Q.- Were there any areas that you

thought were particularly difficult

or ---7
A. No, sir.
Q.- When you made your

examinations, you examined the

intakes?

AL Yes, SIr.
Q. And did you examine the seals?
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AL I did, sir.
Q. And did you ever fTind low 02
or methane during your examination?
AL No, sir.
Q.- Did you ever open up any of
the pipes ---
AL Yes, sir.
Q.- --- and the seals? And did
you ever get anything, or what did
you find?
AL You"d get CO once 1n a while
depending 1f there"s a lower high
pressure outside.
Q.- Did you ever get low oxygen

coming out or anything?

AL Not that 1 can recall.

Q. How much CO are we talking
about?

A. Three parts, four parts.
Q.- Just three or four parts?
AL Uh-huh (yes).

Q.- Okay. When was your last

annual retraining class?

AL January.
Q. Okay. And do you know who
Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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conducted the training, or where you
had 1t?

A We had i1t at the college, but
we broke up i1into different
classrooms.

Q.- Did you --- was a roof control

plan reviewed with you?

AL Yes, sir.

Q- And the vent plan?

AL Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Why don"t we just take

a short break here and see 1f anybody
else has any questions and we*"ll come
back?

SHORT BREAK TAKEN

BY MR. MORLEY:

Q. Steve, I have one more
question. Did you ever work in the
south mains pillaring area where they
pillared out down there?

A. No, sir, 1 was outby at that

time also.

Q. You were what?

A I was outby. I mean, you

know, doing the same functions 1 was
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ing at the present time. I was

going and helping pull belt line and

that was 1t.

Q.

Okay. So you never really got

up on that section?

A .
Q-

No, sir.
Okay.
MR. MORLEY:

On behalf of MSHA, 1
want to thank you for
appearing and answering
questions today. Your
cooperation 1Is very iImportant
to the 1nvestigation as we
work to determine the cause of
the accident.

We may ask --- we ask
that you not discuss your
testimony with any person who
may already have been
interviewed or who may be
interviewed in the future.
This will ensure that we
obtain everyone®s independent

recollection of events
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surrounding the accident.

After questioning other
witnesses, we may call on you
it we have any follow-up
questions that we feel we need
to ask you. IT at any time
you have additional
information regarding the
accident that you would like
to provide to us, please
contact us at the contact
information that was
previously provided to you.

The Mine Act provides
certain protections to miners
who provide information to
MSHA and as a result are
treated adversely. IT at any
time you feel that you have
been treated unfairly because
of your cooperation with this
investigation, you should
immediately notify MSHA.

IT you wish, you may

now go back over any answer

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.

(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

46

you have given during the
interview and you may make any
statement that you would like
to make at this time.

AL I"m fine.

MR. MORLEY:

Okay. Again, 1 want to
thank you for your cooperation

and for coming here today.

* * @ * @ * X X X *

STATEMENT CONCLUDED AT 3:40 P.M.

* * @ * @ * X X X *

Sargent®s Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




	P R O C E E D I N G S



