
Mine Activity Data 

1. Action: 
a. New Entry D b. Update 

4. Date Event 
Started: 

?a. Organization Code 
20401 (Mine Assignment) 

8a. Organization Code 
(AR Assignment) 20401 

I I . Report Type 
(checkone) a.First D 

c.Outby ~ 
Areas 

k.Major 0 
Construction 

m. MMU/Pit Number 

(1)008 (2)009 

13. Number of 

d. Shafls/ 0 
Slopes 

(I) Shaft! 
Slope 
Sinking 

(3)0]5 

Samples Collected a. Air 
Samples 

14. ImpolUldments/Refuse Piles: 

a. Number b.FHC 

tr~ 

1£-r 7•" .t 
U.S. Department of Labor ~'\ 

Mine Safety nnd Health Adm.inistnltion .. '\.~ 

2. Activity 
~ Code: EOS 

3. Event Number: 4110076 

5. Date Event 
3113/2006 Finished: 4/13/2006 

6.Mine!D: 46-08436 

b. Work Group 
01 Identifier 

b. Work Group 01 
Identifier 

b. Interim D c.Last D 

9. Company Name PERFORMANCE COAL COMPANY 

10. Mine Name 

d. Not Applicable ~ 

UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE-SOUTH 

12. Area of 
Inspections 

a. Active 
Sections 5 

b. Idle 
Sections 

e. Su.;itce 0 
Areas(UG) 

£ Surfuce 0 
Workings 

g.Company ~ 
Records 

h. ATF 0 i. Impoundments D j. Refuse 0 
Piles 

(2) Impoundment 
Construction 

(4J030 (SJ03] 

b. Rock Dust 
Spot 

c. Configuration 

(3) Buildings ( 4) Draglinel 
Shovel: 

(S)Other I. Miscellaneous 0 

c. Rock Dust 
Survey 

d. Respirable 
Dust 

e. Noise f Other 

15. Prime Independent Contractor 
Codes (Major Construction) 

16. Inspection Results 

Citations Orders 

Coal 
Opr 

a. This Inspection 

(1) New Issuances 1 

(2) Terminations/Vacations 1/0 

(3) Modifications/Extensions 2/0 

( 4) Left Pending 

b. Previously Issued 

(1) MOdifications/Extensions 

(2) Terminations/Vacations 

Ind Coal 
Coa Opr 

Sa:fuguards Other 

Ind Coal lnd Coal 
Con Opr Con Opr 

lnd 
Con 

18. Signature and Card Number of Authorized Representative/ 
Right of Entry Person( s) Responsible for Activity 

17. Remarks: 

c. 

d. 

19. Key Entered By Date 

Card Number 

23675 

s·dv 

MSHA Fonn 2000-22. Oct. 85 (Revised) Previous editions are Obsolete 



. Activity Calendar Event Number. 4110076 Mine ID: 4608436 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

Shift I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 

Week I DOD ~D~ ~DO DOD DOD DOD ODD 
3/12/2006 

Week2 DOD ODD DOD o~o. DOD ODD DOD 
3/19/2006 

Week3 DOD ODD DOD DOD DOD ODD ODD 
3/26/2006 

Reverse, MSHA Fonn 2000~22, Oct 85 (Revised) Key Codes: 1 ~Owl Shift, 2~ Day Shift & 3- Evening Shift (Mark ·"X" in appropriate Block to Indicate Shift) 



Mine Citation/Order U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Section 1-Niolatlon Data 

1. Date Mo Da Yr 

03/13/2006 
12. Time {24 Hr. Clock) 

I 0300 
J3. Citation/ 7250744 I Order Number 

4. Served To 5. Operator 

Wendell Wills, supt. PERFORMANCE COAL COMPANY 

6. Mine 7. Mine ID 46 08436 
UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE-SOUTH - (Contractor) 
8. CondUion or Practice 8a. Written Notice (103g) LJ 
There was an inundation of water that occurred at this mine on March 12, 2006, 
when water inundated through a 18 inch bore hole from an above mine. The 
water entered the mine at the area of the Glory hole and flooded the inby 
North Mains working section. This order is issued to assure the safety of all 
persons at this operation. It prohibits all activity other than pumping of 
water at the Glory hole and inby to the North Mains section until the source 
of the water has been determined and s.topped. 

9. VIolation A. Health D 
SafetyO 
OtherD 

Section 11-lnspector's Evaluation 

10. GraVIty: 

B. Section 
of Act 

C. Part/Section of 
Title 30 CFR 

Sea Continuation Form (MSHA Form 7000-3a) D 

A. Injury or Illness (has) (is): No Ukeihood D Unlikely D Reasonably Ukely D Highly Likely 0 Occurred D 

B. Injury or illness could rea~ 
sonabl be expected to be: No Lost Workdays D Lost Workdays Or Restricted Duty D Permanently Disabling D Fatal D 

C. Significant and Substantial: Yes D No 0 D. Number of Persons Affected: 

11. Negligence (check one) A. None D B. Low D C. Moderate D D.High 0 E. Reckless Disregard D 

12. Type of Action 103(k) 13. Type of Issuance (check o0e) Citation D Order [i;i] Safeguard 0 
14. Initial Action E. Citation/ F. Dated Mo Da Yr 

A. CUation D B. Order D C. Safeguard D D. Wroten Notice D Order Number 

15.AraaorEquipment Glory hole and inby to the North Mains section. 

16. Termination Due 
A. Date 

Mo Da Yr 
B. Time (24 Hr. Clock) 

Section lit--'termination Action 

17. Action to Terminate 

18. T errninated A. Date MoDa Yr 
B. Time (24 Hr. Clock) 

Section IV-~Automated System Data 

19. Type of 

23. AR Number 23675 

Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996, the Small Business Administration 
has 10 Regional Fa.lmess Boards to receive comments from small businesses about federal 
agency enforcement actions. The activities and rates each agency's responsiveness to small business. If you wish to comment on the 
enforcement actions of MSHA, you (1-886-734-3247), or write the Ombudsman at Small Business Administration, Office of the National Ombudsman, 409 
3rd Street, SW MC 2120, Washington, 20416. note, however, that your rightto file a comment with the Ombudsman is in addition to snyother rights you may have, 
including thEi right to contest cHatlons and proposed penalties and obtain a hearing before tha Federal Mine Safety and Health Review Commission. 



Mine Citation/Order 
Continuation 
Sectlon !-~Subsequent Action/Continuation Data 
1. Subsequent Action 1 a. Continuation 2. Dated 

~ 0 (Originallssue) 

4. Served To 

Wendell Wills su t. 
6. Mine 

UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE-SOUTH 
Section 11-Justlfication for Action 

Change 

8. Condition Or Practice 

Reason pumping of water. 

From 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Mo Da Yr 

03/13/2006 
3. Citation/ S 

Order Number 72 07 44 - 01 
5. Operator 

PERFORMANCE COAL COMPANY 
7. Mine ID 

46-08436 
(Contractor) 

To 

Order No. 7250744 is hereby modified to allow the operator to advance pumps 
to the line of crosscuts 146 at survey station *20498 on the North Mains 
section to pump water. 

See Continuation Fom'l 

D c. Vacated D D. Terminated ~ E. Modified 

4110076 



Mine Citation/Order 
Continuation 

Section 1--Subsequent Action/Continuation Data 
1. Subsequent Action 1 a. Continuation 2. Dated 

~ 0 (Origlnallssue} 

4. Served To 

Wendell Wills su t. 
6.Mine 

UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE-SOUTH 
Section 11--Justfficatlon for Action 

Change From 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Mo Da Yr 

03/13/2006 
3. Citation/ 

Order Number 7250744- 02 
5. Operator 
PERFORMANCE COAL COMPANY 
7. Mine 10 

46-08436 
(Conlractor) 

To 

19. Type of Inspection 

Reason wrong code 

E07-Non-Fatal Accident Investigation E08-Non-Injury Accident luvestigation 

Order No. 7250744 is hereby modified to permit the operator to conduct the 
following work on the North Mains section: pump water, work on equipment and 
ventilation in preparation to resume production. 

See Continuation Form 

B. Time (24 Hr. Clock) 0 C. Vacated 0 D. Terminated ~ E. Modified 

4110076 



Mine Citation/Order 
Continuation 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine and Health Administration 

7250744-03 

46-08436 

Order No. 7250744 is hereby terminated. The pilot hole drilled from the 
Black King I Mine (Lower Cedar Grove Seam) into the Castle Mine Powellton 
Seam has been grouted off above the castle Mine. 

See Continuation Form 

Time (24 Hr. Clock) D C. Vacated 1i2J D. Terminated D E. MOdified 

4110067 



Mine Citation/Order 
Continuation 

Section 1-Subsequent Action/Continuation Data 
1. Subsequent Action 1a. Continuation 2. Dated 

~ D (Originallssue) 

4. Served To 

Wendell Wills su t. 
6.Mine 

UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE-SOUTH 
Section It---Justification for Action 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine,.Safety and Health Administration 

Mo Da Yr 

03113/2006 
3. Citation/ 

Order Number 72507 44 - 03 
5. Opetator 
PERtlORMANCE COAL COMPANY 
7. Mine ID 

46-08436 
(Contractor) 

Order No. 7250744 is hereby terminated. The pilot hole drilled from the 
Black King I Mine (Lower Cedar Grove Seam) into the Castle Mine Powellton 
Seam has been grouted off above the Castle Mine. · 

See Continuation 

Time (24 Hr. Clock) D C. Vacated ~ D. Terminated D E. Modified 

4110067 



Mine Citation/Order 
Continuation 
Section !--Subsequent Action/Continuation Data 

1. Subsequent Action 1 a, Continuation 2. Dated 
~ D (Original issue) 

4. Served To 

Wendell Wills su t. 
6. Mine 

UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE-SOUTH 
Section 11--Justification for Action 

Change From 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health J'l,dministration 

Mo Oa Yr 

03/13/2006 
3. Citation/ 

Order Number 7250744-04 
5. Operator 

PERFORMANCE COAL COMPANY 
7. Mine ID 

46-08436 

To 

i? R 
3--n-"'t. 

~ 

(Contractor) 

19. Type of Inspection 

Reason 

E07-Non-Fatal Accident Investigation E08-Non-Injury Accident Investigation 

Order No. 7250744-03 is hereby modified to show the following change: 
Section IV, --Inspection Date. Item 9.,10. To show item 9. EOS, and item 10. 
4110076. 

See Continuation Form 

Time (24 Hr. Clock) D C. Vacated 0 D. Terminated ~ E. Modified 

4110076 



ROUTING AND TRANSMITTAL SLIP Date: 

TO: FIELD OFFICE SECRETARY _ _,_ft._4r=v =----(-_'4<_:3_&_· ____ _ 

Action X File Note and Retum 

... _. Approval For Clearance Per Conversation 

_ As Requested For Correction _Prepare Reply 

Circulate For Information See Me 

Comment _ Investigate _Signature 

Coordination _Justify 

SUBJECT: COMPLETED HEALTH AND SAFETY CONFERENCE 

REMARKS: Attached are the results of a completed health and safety conference held 
for a mine in your office. The original or file copies should be placed in the appropriate mine 
inspection report file. 

Thanks! 

FROM: 
DauaHosch 
(304) 877-3900-118 



ROUTING AND TRANSMITTAL SLIP Date: 

TO: FIELD OFFICE SECRETARY_-L-h---.:'if~ __ f-_'4_Y_&_· ____ _ 

Action X File Note and Return 

_Approval For Clearance Per Conversation 

_ As Requested For Correction _Prepare Reply 

Circulate For Information See Me 

Comment _ Investigate _Signature 

Coordination _Justify 

SUBJECT: COMPLETED HEALTH AND SAFETY CONFERENCE 

REMARKS: Attached are the results of a completed health and safety conference held 
for a mine in your office. The original or file copies should be placed in the appropriate mine 
inspection report file. 

Thanks! 

FROM: 
Dana Hosch 
(304) 877-3900-118 



(b) (7)(C)

U. S. Department of labor 

3 2006 

Mr. Mike Vaught 
Performance Coal Company 
ID No. 46-08436 
Box 69 
Naoma, West Virginia 25140 

Dear Mr. Vaught: 

Mine Safety and Health Administration 
100 Bluestone Road 
Mount Hope, WV 25880-1000 

In accordance with Part 100, Title 30 CFR, this is to advise you that a Health and Safety 
Conference concerning the Citation(s) and/ or Order(s) listed below has been scheduled 
at a.m., 1:00 p.m., on May 16, 2006 as per your request dated April 7 & 17, 2006 . 
The conference will be held in the Mt. Hope MSHA office located at Mt. Hope, WV. 
Failure to appear as scheduled will negate your right to a conference at a future date. 
However, you should be aware that participation in this conference does not waive 
your right to a formal hearing with the Federal Mine Safety and Health Review 
Commission concerning these Citations and/ or Orders. 

Viol. Number Viol. Number Viol_ Number Viol. Number 

*7250745 *7251654 *7251656 *7251658 

This conference has been assigned to Dana Hosch. Should you find that you are 
unable to attend this conference at the time scheduled or have any questions or 
comments, please call Mr. Hosch at (304) 877-3900 Ext. 103 as soon as possible. We 
appreciate your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

)Y Wua_ NucJvJw 
Dana Hosch 
Conference Officer 
Coal Mine Safety and Health, District 4 

cc: 

Files 



1111 Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete 
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired. -

a Print your name and address on the reverse 
so that we can return the card to you. 

II Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece, 
or on the front if space permits. 

1. Article Addressed to: 

~~/~ 
PERFORMANCE c6AL co. 
POBOX69 
NAOMA WV 25140 

PostmarK 
Here 

-------------

~ ' pi ' ; 
COMPI!.ETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

o ( ~, I c 'I 

D. ls delivery address different from item 1? 

If YES, enter delivery address below: 

0 Express Mail 

2. Article Number 
(Transfer from service label) 7005 1820 0007 7844 7509 

PS Form 38i i, February 2004 Oomestlc Return Recefpt 



7.2006 6:30PM PERFORMANCE EXECUTIVE NO. 856 P. 2 

PERFORMANCE SAFETY DEPARTMENT 

DATE: 04/07/06 
TO: Lincoln Selfe 
FROM: Mike Vaught 

RE: Request for Conforence 

I respectfully request to conference the following violation/violations. 

Citation# 7250745 
OPERATION: Upper Big Branch Mine 

ID#: 46-08436 

Brief description for reason of requested conference: 

Gravity 

!.f o I 

RECEIVED 

P.O.Bo:t:69Naoma, WV25140 
Tel (S04) 854-3525 (.,t.l25)1Ft»~ (304) 854-3530 

APR 10 2006 

1\!SHACLR 
DISTRICT4 



I' /.iUU6 6:30PM Pl~rO~MANCl lXlCUI!Vl 

U. S. Department of labor 

April3, 2006 

Mr. Bill Potter 
President 
Performance Coal Company, Inc. 
POB69 
~aorna, VVil 25140 

Dear Mr. Potter: 

Mine Safety and Health Administration 
100 BlueStone Road 
Mount Hope, wv 25880-1 000 

NO. 8?6 P. 3 

In accordance withPartlOO, Title 30, a review of the following Gtation(s) f Order(s) issued 
at Upper Big Branch Mine- South, ID No. 46-08436, Performance Coal Company, is being 
made to deter.o:rlne whether the regular assessment formula should be waived and a special 
assessment proposed. 

CITATION/ORDER NO. DATE ISSUED 

7250745 03J2:q'06 

You have the right to request a safety and health conference regarding this action. To 
exercise this right, you must submit your request for a conference to this office within 10 
calendar days of the date of receipt of this letter. If you do not .wish to conference this 
action, a response is not required. 

Sincerely, 

Lincoln L Selfe, Jr. 
Assistant District Manager 
Coal Mine Safety & Health, District 4 

cc: Piles I pab 



.' .. 7. 2006 6:30PM . . PERFORMANCE EXECUTIVE NO. 856 P. 4 
M1ne Citation!Order u.s. Deuartment ofd~.l!or 

Mine Safety and Hett".;,.~'!Administration 
Sect\on.l-Violation .Data 
~- Mo Da Yr 12. Time r2-4 Hr. Crock) 

...._.., o312212oo6 I 0530 
13. CitatiOII! 
1 Order Number 7250745 

4. Served To 5. Ope!1llor 
Timothy W. Tyree, mine engineer PERFORMANCE COAL CO:MP A..."N 

~R BIG BRANCH MINE-SOUTH 
7
. Mfne 

10 
46-0&436 (Contractor) 

a. Condiiioo or PI3CIIce Sa. WrittM No!iole 1103!1) 0 
On March 12 1 2006, an inundation of water occurred at the Performance Coal 
Company, Upper Big Branch Mine-South, ID No. 46-08436. The water entered the 
mine through a borehole (known as the Glory hole) from a mine or mines above. 
After further investigation it was determined that the water came from the 
Black King I Mine (Lower Cedar Grove Seam). The operator failed to follow the 
approved ventilation plan· which states that a packer will be installed and the 
pilot hale will be grouted off above the Castle Mine. The grouting part of 
the plan was not completed and a· temporary packer was installed which ~1as the 
contriving factor of the inundation of water in the Upper Big Branch Mine­
South. There was an estimation of 4,838,849.40 gallons of water that flooded 
the North Mains Section of Upper Big·Branch Mine •.. The last reported work on 
the pilot hole was 12/10/2005. 

10. Grallily: 

B. Section 
of Act 

No Likelihood 0 

·C. Palt!Sectioo of 
Tl!l(l3~ CFR 

. soa Continuatiol> ~arm (MSHA Form 7QOG.S.) [J 

75.370(a)(l) 

Occurred 0 i> "lluy ..- !Uness (has) (is): 

>c ..U'Y or illness could rea­
~bee: oetedlobe; No !.Dst WOO;-dais. 0 Lost wOmiaY$ or R..sttict9d Duty, tJ P..manentJy. OiJabling. U Fato! [,l) 

C. Significant and Substantial; Yr.s ~ No 0 ·o. Number of P~ons Affected: 004 
11. No!{lllg•w:e (check one) A. None 0 B. law 0 C.Mod""'ta 0 D.High ~ E. Reckles• Dl$regord 0 

12. TyP" of Action 104(d)(l) 13. Typo of Issuance (check one) Order 0 Safeguard U 
14. lnffial Acllon E. C«ation/ F. Dated Mo Da Yr 

A. Citatlon 0 6. Olt!er O C. Safeguard O D. Writ!.., Noiice O Order Number 

16. Area Ol Equipment 

16. Termination Cult Ma Da Yr 
A. Date 0312212006 6. Time (24 Hr. Clock) 0700 

H.AQ\IontoTermi'nste A packer was installed and the pilot hole was grouted above the 
Castle Mine. 

11'1. T ..-mina!ed A. Dale MoDs Yr 

0312212006 
B. nm.., (24 Hr. Clock) 0530 

23675 

I Business Regulatoty En~menl 'F91rness Ac;t ol1996, the Small BuslnesaAdrnini&tratlOl'l 
RegiOn at Falroeso Boards to recefva eommenla from small businesses about feder-al 



I',\. 7.,2006 6:30PM PERFORMANCE EXECUTIVE NO. 856 P. I 
' 1 •• 

Performance Coal Safety 
P. 0. Box69Naoma WV25140 

Fax 
To: Lincoln Selfe 
Fax: 877-3927 
Phone: 877-3900 

Phone: 304-854-1762 
Fax: 304-854-3530 

From: Mike Vaught 
Pages: 04 
Date:04/07/06 

Re: Request for citation CC: 
coriference 

Comments: 



U. S. Department of labor 

April3, 2006 

Mr. Bill Potter 
President 
Performance Coal Company, Inc. 
POB69 
~aoma, VV\1 25140 

Dear Mr. Potter: 

Mine Safety and Health Administration 
100 Bluestone Road 
Mount Hope, WV 25880-1000 

In accordance with Part 100, Title 30, a review of the followingCitation(s)/ Order(s) issued 
at Upper Big Branch Mine- South, ID ~o. 46-08436, Performance Coal Company, is being 
made to determine whether the regular assessment formula should be waived and a special 
assessment proposed. 

CITATIO~/ORDER ~0. DATE ISSUED 

7250745 03/22/06 

You have the right to request a safety and health conference regarding this action. To 
exercise this right, you must submit your request for a conference to this office within 10 
calendar days of the date of receipt of this letter. If you do not wish to conference this 
action, a response is not required. 

Sincerely, 

Lincoln L. Selfe, Jr. 
Assistant District Manager 
Coal Mine Safety & Health, District 4 

cc: Files/pab 



,SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

II Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete 
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired. 

1111 Print your name and address on the reverse 
so that we can return the card to you. 

IIi! Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece, 
or on the front if space permits. 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 
' ' 

0 Agent 
0 Addressee 

-B. ceiv:u,by (P;;;d Name) I c.q~ t;~~Vbrj 
D. Is delivery address different from item 1? D Yes 

If YES, enter delivery address below: 0 No 

3. Seryice Type 

[B""" Certified Mail 

0 Registered 
0 Insured Mail 

0 Express Mail 
0 Return Receipt for Merchandise 
0 C.O.D. 

4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) 0 Yes 

2. Arttcle Number 

(Transfer from service labelj 7002 3150 ODDS 2902 7542 

PS Form 3811 , February 2004 

U') 
D 
D 
D 

Domestic Return Receipt 

CJ Restricted Delivel)l Fee 
U1 (Endorsement Required) 
M ~--------~ 
rn Total Postage & Fees $ 

1 0259,S..02-M-1540 

Postmark 
Here 

J 



Special Assessment 
Review Form JUN 0 8 2006 

3. Mine 10/Contractor ID 

-:/k () // -;/ 
5. Operata/Name 

-/·:;)'.;_:; .. .<:;/. ,i///J //;1! L 

' 
.-8. Acciden-i:'~elated Violation? (]-Yes 

9. A.) Operator Notified of Speciai·Assessr:nent? 

10. Inspector's Recommendation: 

Special Assessment? 
,/ 

(3'Yes 

. ' 
<" (f(/ lii/:;-j 

/ 
/( 

0 See-Continuation Sheet 

11. Supervisor's Review: 

Special Assessment? 

Comments-: 

0 See Continuation Sheet 

U.S. Department of· Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

2. Field Office 

(;,/ 
///"-' 

4.- Mine Name I 

7. Citatio~/Order Issue Date 

.lf,ves,-allviol_ations must be submitted together with any accident report or .meinorandum. 

1 ~/ B.l Health and Safety Conference· He ... ld onsp-eeial-~sS~_ssnieiit?' Yes 

If yes, expl_$in below the 'serious or a·ggravating circumstances involved.· 

/' 
, •. 4/•:J,//.'' 

Date 

·j ,-- '/. 

SignatUre Date 

12. Subdistrict Mana9er's/Assistant District Manager's Review: 

Special Assessment? []Yes 

Comments: 

D See Continuation Sheet Signature 

13. DiStrict Manager's Review (Mandatory for Metal/Nonmetal, Optional for Coal): 

Special Assessment? 0 Yes 

Comments: 

D See Continuation Sheet Signature Date 

MSHA Form 7000-32, May 92 (This form replaces MSHA forms 2000-203 and 4000-60) Conv 3 - Coal/Metal and Nonmetal 



Mine Citation/Order 
JUi1i 0 8 ;nns 

Section I-Violation Data 

1. Date Mo Da Yr 

03/22/2006 12. Time (24 Hr. Glock) 

0530 

U.S. Department of labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

13. Citation/ 
Order Number 

4. served To 5. Operator 

Timothy W.Tyree, mine engineer PERFORMANCE COAL COMPANY 

7250745 

6. Mine 7. MineiD 6 436 
UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE-SOUTH 4 -08 (Contractor) 

B. Condition or Practice Sa. Written Notice (103g) 0 

On March 12, 2006, an inundation of water occurred at the Performance Coal 
Company, Upper Big Branch Mine-South, ID No. 46-08436. The water entered the 
mine through a borehole (known as the Glory hole) from a mine or mines above. 
After further investigation it was determined that the water came from the 
Black King I Mine (Lower Cedar Grove Seam) . The operator failed to follow the 
approved ventilation plan which states that a packer will be installed and the 
pilot hole will be grouted off above the Castle Mine. The grouting part of 
the plan was not completed and a temporary packer was installed which was the 
contriving factor of the inundation of water in the Upper Big Branch Mine­
South. There was an estimation of 4,838 1 849.40 gallons of water that flooded 
the North Mains Section of Upper Big Branch Mine. The last reported work on 
the pilot hole was 12/10/2005. 

9. Violation A. Health 0 
SafetylilJ 
OtherO 

Section It--Inspector's Evaluation 

10. Gravity: 

B. Section 
of Act 

G. Part/Section of 
Title30CFR 

See Continuation Form (MSHA Form 7000·3a) 0 

75.370(a)(l) 

A. Injury or Illness (has) (is): No Likelihood 0 Unlikely 0 Reasonably Likely lilJ Highly Likely 0 Occurred 0 

B. Injury or illness could rea­
sonabl be e:x ected to be: No Lost Workdays 0 Lost Workdays Or Restricted Duty 0 Permanenlly Disabling 0 Fatal lilJ 

C. Significant and Substantial: Yes lilJ No 0 D. Number of Persons Affected: 004 
11. Negligence (check one) A. None 0 B. Low 0 C. Moderate 0 D. High lilJ E. Reckless Disregard 0 

12. Type of Action 104(d)(l) 13. Type of Issuance (check one) Citation lill Order 0 Safeguard0 

14.1nitial Action E. Citation/ F. Dated Mo Da Yr 
A. Citation 0 B. Order 0 G. Safeguard 0 D. Written Notice 0 Order Number 

15. Area or Equipment 

16. Termination Due Mo Da Yr 
A. Date 

0312212006 
B. Time (24 Hr. Clock) 0700 

Section Ill--~ Termination Action 

17.AcUontoTerrninate A packer was installed and the pilot hole was grouted above the 
Castle Mine. 

Time (24 Hr. Clock) 0530 

4110076 

23675 
MSHA Form with the provisions of the SmaU Business tlegulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996-, the Small Business Administration 
has established a i Small Agriculture Regulatory Ombudsman a0(110 Regional Faimess aoards to receive comments from small businesses about federal 
agency enforcement actions. The Ombudsman annually evaluates enforcement activltles and rates ei:lch agency's responsiveness to small business. If you wiSh to .comment on the 
enforcement actions ofMSHA, you may caii1-8SB-REG~FAIR {1-888~734.-3247}, or write the Ombudsman at Small Business Administration, Office of tile National Ombudsman, 409 
3rd Street, SW MC 2120, Washington, DC 20416. Please note, however, that your right to file a comment wlfh the Ombudsman is In addition to any other rights you may have, 
including the right to contest citations and proposed penalties and obtain a hearing before the Federal Mine Safe1yand Health Review Commission. 



Mine Citation/Order 
Continuation 
Section !--Subsequent Action/Continuation Data 

1. Subsequent Action 1 a. Continuation 

~ 0 

ree mine en ·neer 
6.Mine 

2. Dated 
(Original Issue) 

UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE-SOUTH 
Section !!--Justification for Action 

Change From 

8. Condition Or Practice 

Reason wrong word. 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Mo Da Yr 

03/22/2006 
3. Citation/ 

Order Number 7250745-01 
5. Operator 

PERFORMANCE COAL COMPANY 
7. Mine ID 

46-08436 
(Contractor) 

To 

Citation No. 7250745 is hereby modified to show the following change: 
Section I, item 8. The word "contriving" is to be deleted and the word 
"contributing" is to be added. 

See Continuation Form 0 
Section Ill--Subsequent Action Taken 

Yr 
B. Time (24 Hr. Clock) 0 C. Vacated 0 D. Terminated ~E. Modified 

4110076 



Accident lnvestig'ra=tc;ioccnc=D;-cacct::;:a--c-.-c--,--:::o-:o 
Event Number: I 4 I 1 I 1 I o I o I 7 I 6 I 

A.Mine Information 

1. Mine ID Number: 2. Mine Name: 

I 4 I 6 I - I 0 [a 14 I 3 I 6 UpperBigBranchMine-South 

4. Mine Location: (Town, County, and State) 

NAOMA, Raleigh, WV 25140 

U.S. Department of labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

3. Operating Company Name: 

Performance Coal Company 

b. Union Affiliation: 

9999 None (No Union Affiliation) 

5. Mine Type: 16a. Material Mined/Processed: 

I U [ Underground 1122200 Bituminous Coal Underground Mining 

b. Part48? ~ 17. Name Of Seam: (Coal Only) 
Part 46? __ Eagle 

8. Mining Data: a. Mining Method: I 0 I 4 I Room/Pi/far b. Extraction Method: I 0 I 4 I Continuous Miner (Deep Cut, Coal Only 

c. Haulage Method(s): ~Shuttle Car ~ Conveyor Belt UJ 
d. Are explosives used in the extraction of material? Yes 

9. Employment: At Time of Accident: a. Underground: 34 b. Surface: 10. Production:( Coal only) 

Avg Tons per Day. 20000 

11. Hours of Operation: 

b. Shifts per Day: 3 
a. Hours per Shift: 9 

c. Days per Week: 7 Avg Mine Employment: a. Underground: 181 b. Surface: 9 

12. Number of Active MMU's:(Coa! Only) 

a. Development 0 2 

15. ManagemenVLabor Officials: 

Title 

President 

Superintendent 

Mine Foreman 

B. Accident Information 

13. Methane Liberation: 

Cubic Feet in 24 hours: 651646 

Name 
Bill Potter 

Wendell Wills 

Dempsey Petry 

14. Average Mining Height: 

Feet: 7 Inches: 

Address 
POB 69, Naoma, WV 25140 

POB 69, Naoma, WV 25140 

POB 69, Naoma, WV 25140 

a. Date: 03/1212006 b. Time: 8:55 1

17. Type of Investigation: 118. Accident Classification: 119.Number of 

Fatal NonwFatal I I Nonwlnjury I X 1 I 6 I Inundation of Water Deg. 1w51njuries: 

16. Date(MMIDDIYY)!Time(24Hr.) of Accident: 

b. Underground Location: 

1 

/ 21.Number of Independent Contractor 

~ --o'l Glory Hole w Norlh Mains Companies Involved in Accident 

20. Location of Accident/Injury/Ill. a. Surface Location: 

22. Equipment Involved: 

#1 c. Model No: 

a. Type: b. Manufacturer: 

d. Serial Number: e. Controls: I I 
a. Type: b. Manufacturer: 

#2 c. Model No: d. Serial Number: e. Controls: 

23. Description of the Accident: 

0 

On March 12, 2006, an inundation of water occurred at 
Mine-South, ID No. 46-08436. 
from a mine or mines above. 
noticed water coming into the mine 

the Performance Coal Company, Upper Big Branch 
through a borehole (known as Glory Hole) 
wa's examining the Glory Hole area when he 

Mains six entry section was flooded with 
an estimated 4.8 million gallons of water. 

MSHA Form 7000-50a, Dec 1994 Printed 04/20/2006 1:44:04 PM 

0 



24. Conclusion: 

The operator failed to follow the approved ventilation plan which states that after the raise bore 
drill string has been removed above the Castle Mine an inflatable packer would be installed and the 
pilot hole would be grouted off above the Castle Mine Powellton seam. A temporary packer was installed 
and the grouting part of the plan was not completed which was the contributing factor of the inundation 
of water. 

25. Enforcement Actions: Indicate p for procedure type violation, C for condition type, or T for training type. 

Violation TYpe CitatiOn Number Regulation Cited Section of the Act 

Summary of Violation: To assure the safety of all persons entering the mine. 

IC: 
7250745 75.370(a)(1) 

Citation X Order]jrype/Action: 104(d)(1) SummaryofViolation: Operator failed to follow approved ventilation plan and did not grout t 

bore hole. 

IC: 

I I 
Citation Order I !Type/Action: Summary of VIolation: 

IC: 

Type/Action: Summary of Violation: 

IC: 

Type/Action: Summary of Violation: 

IC: 

Type/Action: Summary of Violation: 

IC: 
C. MSHA Information 

26. Last Quarter NFDL Injury lnddence Rate (PEIR) for: 27. Did Technical Support participate in this investigation? 28. Part 50 Document Control Number:(Form 7000-1): 

This Mine: 

6.55 

29. MSHA District Office: 

Mt.Hope 

Contractor: 

32. Lead Accident Investigator: Name; AR No; Date : 

Name: 

MSHA Form 7000-SOa, Dec 1994 

Yes U No l_J<_[ 
30. MSHA Field Office: 

Mt.Hope, WV 

AR No.: 23675 

Date: 0311412006 

33. Date On-site Investigation Started: 

03/1212006 

31. Date Last Regular Inspection Completed: 

1212912005 

1

34. Formal Report: 35. Report Release Date: 

Yes l_l No~~ 

Printed 04/20/20061:44:07 PM 



(b) (7)(C)

(b) (7)(C)

(b) (7)(C)

PROOl 

17-Apr-06 
Preliminary Report of Accident U.S. Department of Labor 

Mine Safety and Health Administration 

1. Accident Type: 2. Accident Classification: 3. Date/Time of Accident: 4. Datetrime of Death: 5. Fatal Case No.: 

No Injuries Inundation 03/12/2006 11:30 PM 

6, ~e Information: 

a) Mining Company Name 

Performance Coal Company 

7. Mine Location: a) City 

NAOMA 

10, Primary Mineral Mined: 

12. Contractor Name: 

15. Contractor Address: a) City 

b) Mine Name 

Upper Big Branch Mine~South 

b) County 

Raleigh 

c) State 

wv 
11. Number of Mine a) Total b) Underground 

Employees: 181 172 

b) County 

c) Parent of Mining Company 

8. Mine ID Number: 9. Union: 

46-08436 

c) Open Pit/Quarry d) Mill/Prep Plant e) Other 

9 
13. Union: 14. ContractoriD Number: 

c) State d) Zip Code 

16. Number of Contractor Employees: a) Total b) Underground c) Open Pit/Quarry d) MilUPrep Plant e) Other 

17. Number of Persons in Mine at Time of Accident: 18. Number of Persons Unaccounted For: 

a) Mine Employees: 34 b) Contractor Employees: a) Mine Employees: 0 
19) Location of Accident: 

[XI 01-Underground 

0 02-Surface at Underground 

21. Nonfatal Injuries: 

0 03-0pen Pit 

0 06-Dredge Mining 

22. Fatal Injuries: 

D 07-Advance Mining 

D 08-Retreat Mining 

23. Victim Information: a) Name b) Age 

No Victims Reported for this Accident Investigation 
c) Regular Job Title: 

24. Experience : 

a) Total: 

Years Weeks Days 

b) at the mine: 

d) Activity at Time of Accident: 

Years Weeks Days 

c) at activity (23d) 

0 30-Miii/Prcp Plant 

0 99-0ffice Facility 

Years Weeks Days 

b) Contractor Employees: 

20. Mining Height: 

0 Other (specify) Feet Inches 

7 0 

0 Mine Employee 
D Contractor Employee 

Years Weeks Days 

d) with Contractor 

25. Autopsy Performed: lfYes, Location 26. Mine Telephone No.: 

(304) 854-1456 

27. Description of Accident (include equipment involved, the exact location in the mine, and status of rescue and recovery operations): 

On March 12, 2006, an inundation of water occurred at the Performance Coal Camctanv. 
entered the mine through a borehole (known as Glory hole) from a mine or mines 
area when he noticed water coming into the mine through the Glory hole at 8:55 PM. 

MirJe-iloLtth, \D No. 46-08436. The water 
examining the Glory hole 

was flooded. 

Tile information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not represent fmal determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions 
cause of the 

29.Model: 

33, Event Number: 

Mt. Hope, WV 

35. MSHA Person Notified: Date Time 

03/12/2006 11:40A 

Date 

Initial 03/13/2006 

38. Reason For Amendment: 

MSHA Form 7000-13, March 05 (revised) 



(b) (7)(C)

(b) (7)(C)

(b) (7)(C)

PROO! 

14-Mar-06 
Preliminary Report of Accident U.S. Department of Labor 

Mine Safety and Health Administration 

1. Accident Type: 2. Accident Classification: 3. Dateffime of Accident: 4. Dateffime of Death: 5, Fatal Case No.: 

No Injuries Inundation 03/12/2006 11:30 PM 

6. Mine Information: 

a) Mining Company Name 

Performance Coal Company 

7. Mine Location: a)"City 

NAOMA 
10. Primary Mineral Mined: 

12. Contractor Name: 

15. Contractor Address: a) City 

b) Mine Name 

Upper Big Branch Mine-South 

b) County 

Raleigh 

c) State 

wv 
11. Nupaber of"Mine a) Total b) Underground 

Employees: 181 172 

b) County 

c) Parent of Mining Company 

8. Mine ID Number: 

46-08436 

9. Union: 

c) Open Pit/Quarry d) Mill/Prep Plant e) Other 

9 
13. Union: 14. Contractor ID Number: 

e) State d) Zip Code 

16. Number of Contractor Employees: a) Total b) Underground c) Open Pit/Quarry d) Mill/Prep Plant e) Other 

17. Number of Persons in Mine at Time of Accident: 18. Number of Persons Unaccounted For: 

a) Mine Employees: 34 
19) Location of Accident: 

[i] Ol~Underground 
0 0~-Surface at Underground 

21. Nonfatal Injuries: 

b) Contractor Employees: 

0 
0 

03-0penPit 

06~0redge Mining 

22. Fatal Injuries: 

0 07-Advance Mining 

0 08~Rctreat Mining 

23. Victim Information: a) Name b) Age 

No Victims Reported for this Accident Investigation 
c) Regular Job Title: 

24. Experience : 

a) Total: 

Years Weeks Days 

b) at the mine: 

25. Autopsy Performed: JfYes, Location 

d) Activity at Time of Accident: 

Years Weeks Days 

c) at activity (23d) 

0 

0 30-MiiJJPrep Plant 

0 99-0ffice Facility 

Years Weeks Days 

b) Contractor Employees: 

20. Mining Height: 

0 Other (specify) Feet Inches 

7 0 

0 Mine Employee 
0 Contractor Employee 

Years Weeks Days 

d) with Contractor 

26. Mine Telephone No.: 

(304) 854·1456 

27. ~escription of Accident (include equipment involved, the exact loeation in the mine, and status of rescue and recovery operations): 

On March 12, 2006, an inundation of water occurred at the Performance Coal CompanJI.J. 
entered the mine through a borehole (known as Glory hole) from a mine or mines 
area when he noticed water coming Into the mine t~rough the Glory hole at 8:55 PM. 

ID No. 46-08436. The water 
examining the Glory hole 

was flooded. 

The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not represent final determinations regarding the nature ofthe incident or conclusions 

29. Model: 

30. 
Mt. Hope, WV 

03/12/2006 11 :40 A 

Initial 03/13/2006 

38. Reason For Amendment: 

MSHA Form 7000-13, March 05 (revised) 
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Accident Investigation Data 
Event Number: li'-:'/711-ot'l-:-t '1-o'l o:-r-1 t'· c:l7"'1 

A. Mine Information 

1. Mine ID Number: 2. Mine Name: 

4. Mine Location: (Town, County, and State) 

d. Are explosives used in the extraction of material? Yes 

9. Employment: At Time of Accident: 

Avg Mine Employment: 

U.S. Department of Labor ~"'!. 
Mine Safety and Health Administration ~ 

3. Operating Company Name: 

!?. eJ 
b. Union Affiliation: 

a. Hours per Shift: t:t 
c. Days per Week: 7 

12. Number of Active MMU's:(Coal Only) 13. Methane Liberation: 

a. Development: I Cubic Feet in 24 hours 6 ~ / '"'' Inches: 

15.Management!Labor Officials: 

. 
!l Title 

/J~ 
Name 

II. :u jJ,:tJ;:. 
Address 

;J. 0. l3.y 6 9 

~ rr.q;;r:t: .. 
' . 

B. Accident Information 

16. Date(MMIDDIYY)!Time(24Hr .) of Accident: 117. Type of Investigation: 118. Accident Classlficat~on: 119.Number of. . . 

a. Date: '3 -I Z • 0 (, b. Time: 8: !iS Fatal Non-Fatal I I Non-injury t><IJ 16 I~ .,f:P/'J.... Deg. 1·5 lnjunes. 

20. Location of Accidentl!njury/111. a. Surface Location: I 121. Number of Independent Contractor 

b. Underground Location: 70l ~0. C)/~ .. 'l"'m:rJL a'\11.- ~~ CompanieslnvolvedinAccldent: 0 
22. Equipment Involved: 

#1 c. Model No: 

#2 c. Model No: 

a. Type: 

a.Type: 

23. Description of the Accident: 

MSHA Form 7000~50a, Dec 94 

d. Serial Number: 

d. Serial Number: 

b. Manufacturer: 

e.Controls: j j 

b. Manufacturer: 

e.Controls: 

Continued on attachment 

Printed 01/10/20061:36:55 PM 



24. Conclusion: 

Continued on attachment 

25. Enforcement Actions: Indicate P for procedure type violation, C for condition type, or T for training type. 

Citation Number Regulation Cited Section of the Act 

ltlo 13 I1<J 

IC: 

I o 'I J 

>ll f'~o.-+ov- -r ... : /"e' ..R -1--o -J?o//ow (j._/J .•. cveJ "'·~....,.,< 1/<L-I,'o.v ,:>(«,._, ~.v.J J; ..v~+ r., u:f "' 
l-cll'e h"/e. IC: 

I pIc IT II I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Citation I I Order I I Type/Action: Summary of Violation: 

IC: 

I I I I I I I I I 
TypeJAction: Summary of Violation: 

IC: 

I I I I 
I 

I I I I I I 
Citation TypeJAction: Summary of Violation: 

I I I 
IC: 

I I I I I I I 
Citation TypeJAction: Summary of Violation: 

IC: 

Did Technical Support Participate in this Investigation? 28. Part 50 Document Control Number: (Form 7000-1) 

Contractor: 
No~ 

MSHA Form 7000-SOa, Dec 94 Printed 01/10/2006 1:36:57 PM 



Accident Investigation Data- Victim Information 
Event Number: I I I I I I I I 
Victim Information: 

1, Name of lnjuredflll Employee: 

6. Date(MMIDDIYY) and 

a. Date: 

8. Regular Job Title: 9. Work Activity when Injured: 

11. Experience Years Weeks Days 

a. This 

Work Activity: 

b. Regular 

Job Title: 

Years Weeks Days 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Years Weeks 

b. Time: 

10. Was this work activity part of regular job? 

Days 

Yes I I No 

d. Total 

Mining: 

Years Weeks Days 

12. What Directly Inflicted Injury or Illness? 

L.~~--------------------------~~~-------------------------
14. Training Deficiencies: 

Hazard: I New/Newly-Employed Experienced Miner: Annual: Task: 

15. Company of Employment: (If different from production operator) 
Independent Contractor ID: (if applicable) 

16. On~site Emergency Medical Treatment: 

Not Applicable: I I First-Aid: CPR: EMT: Medical Professional: I None: 

17. Part 50 Document Control Number: (form 7000-1) -I 18. Union Affiliation of Victim: 

Victim Information: 2 

1. Name of Injured/Ill Employee: 

6. Date(MMIDDIYY) and 

a. Date; b. Time: 

8. Regular Job Tille: 9. Work Activity when Injured: 10. Was this work activity part of regular job? 

11. Experience Years Weeks Days Years Weeks 

a. This 

Work Activity: 

12. What Directly Inflicted Injury or Illness? 

14. Training Deficiencies: 

b. Regular 

Job Title: 

Hazard: I I New/Newly-Employed Experienced Miner: 

15. Company of Employment: (If different from production operator) 

16. On-site Emergency Medical Treatment: 

Not Applicable: I I Fi~I-Aid: CPR: 

17. Part 50 Document Control Number: (form 7000-1) 

Victim Information: 3 

1. Name oflnjured/JJI Employee: 

6. Date(MIVVDDIYY) and 

a. Date: 

8. Regular Job Title: 

EMT: 

11.Experience: Years Weeks Days Years Weeks 

a. This 

Work Activity: 

12. What Directly Inflicted Injury or Illness? 

14. Training Deficiencies: 

I 
b. Regular 

Job Title: 

Hazard: New/Newly-Employed Experienced Miner: 

15. Company of Employment:(lf different from production operator) 

16. On-site Emergency Medical Treatment: 

Not Applicable: I I First-Aid: CPR: 

17. Part 50 Document Control Number: (form 7000-1) 

MSHA Form 7000-SOb, Dec 94 

EMT: 

Days Years Weeks Days 

Annual: Task: 

Yes I No 

d. Total 

Mining: 

Years Weeks 

Independent Contractor ID: (if applicable) 

I Medical Professional: I None: 

18. Union Affiliation of Victim: 

Days Years Weeks 

I 
c:This 

Mine: 

13. Nature of Injury or Illness 

Annual: 

b. Time: 

10. Was this work activity part of regular job? 

Days 

Task: 

Yes I I No 

d. Total 

Mining: 

Years Weeks 

Independent Contractor 10: (if applicable) 

Medical Professional: I None: 

18. Union Affiliation of Victim: 

Printed 01/10/20061:37:00 PM 

Days 

Days 



Accident Investigation Data- Independent Contractor Information 
Event Number: I I I I I I I I 
Independent Contractor Information: 

1. Company Name: 2. MSHA ID Number: 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

3. Type of Independent Contractor: 

4. Nature of Contract Work: 5. Number of Independent Contractor employees On~Site at Time of Accident: 

a. Underground: b. Surface: 

6. Independent Contractor Officials: 

On-Site/Other: Tille Name Address 

Independent Contractor Information: 2 

1. Company Name: 

4. Nature of Contract Work: 

a. Underground: b. Surface: 

G. Independent Contractor Officials: 

On-Site/Other: Title Name Address 

Independent Contractor Information: 3 

1, Company Name: 3. Type of Independent Contractor: 

4. Nature of Contract Work: 

a. Underground: b. Surface: 

6. Independent Contractor Officials: 

On-Site/Other: Title Name Address 

MSHA Form 7000-SOc, Dec 94 Printed 01110/2006 1 :37:02 PM 



Accident Investigation Data- Continuation Form 
Event Number: I I I I I I I I 
Continuation of Item 

MSHA Form 7000-50e, Dec 94 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Printed 01/10/20061:37:04 PM 



Accident Investigation Data- Methane Ignition/Explosion Information 
Event Number: I I I I I I I I 

A. Section Information 

1. Ignition or Explosion: 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

a. Ignition I I b. Explosion I 
1

2. Location of Ignition/Explosion: 

a. Description: b. MMU Number; I I I I I I 
3. Type of Mining: 

Development I I Retreat j I 
4. Extended Cut Approved in: (Coal only) 

Ventilation Plan I I Roof Control Plan I I No Approval 

5. Extended cut used at time of accident? 6. Depth extended cut approved(in feet): 7. Depth of extended cut at time of accident (in feet): 

Yes I I No I 
B. Oust Suppression Information 

8. Water Spray Parameters: 

a. Number of water sprays required in ventilation plan: 

c. Water pressure required in ventilation plan (in PSI): 

e. Water flow rate required in ventilation plan (in GPM): 

g. Type of water spray system (include type of scrubber and fan system): 

Description 

c. Face Ventilation Information 

9. Ventilation Configuration: a. Exhaust 

10. Ventilation control devices at time of accident: 

a. Auxiliary Fanrrubing U 
Other ventilation controls (describe): 

11. Distance from in by end of ventilation control to face: 

a. Required in Ventilation Plan (ft.) 

12 Air Quantities (in CFM)· 

a. Air quantity required at LOC or pillar line: 

c. Air quantity required at face or reaching longwall: 

e. Measured diffuser fan capacity: 

D. Methane Information 

13. Methane Liberation a. On Section (cubic feet each 24 hrs): 

b, Category (Metal and Nonmetal only): 

14. Source of Methane Accumulation: a. Normal Liberation 

d. Description of feeder location (if applicable): 

15. Was methane monitor functioning properly? Yes 

17. Location of methane monitor sensing head: 
a. Right side 

18, Barometric Pressure: 

a. Measurement (in/hg) 

E. Bit Information 

19. Bit Type: 

20. Bit Configuration: 

21: Condition of Bits: 

F. Other Information 

22. Energy Source: 

a. Frictional c. CuHingNVelding 

23. Coke samples taken: 
No 

24. Other Technical Data: 

I I I I I I I I 

b. Number of water sprays operable at time of ignition: 

d. Water pressure measured during investigation (in PSI): 

f. Water flow rate measured during investigation (in GPM): 

h. Exhaust system velocity (in FPM): 

Blowing Combination 

b. Curtain l__j c. Diffuser U 

b. At time of accident (fl.) 

b. Air quantity measured at LOC or pillar line: 

d. Air quantity measured at face or longwall: 

f. Measured scrubber quantity: 

16. Equipment involved maintained in permissible condition? Yes 

c. Center d. Distance From Face (in inches) 

b. Rising Falling Steady 

e. Undetermined f. Other (describe): 

I I 

MSHA Form 7000-50d, Sept. 95 Printed 01/10/20061:37:07 PM 



Accident Investigation Data - Unintentional Fall of Roof/Back, Rib, or Face U.S. Department of Labor ~'-. 
Event Number: I I I I I I I I Mine Safety and Health Administration if/ 

A. General Information 

1, Type of Fall: M/NMOnly 

a. Roof/Back b. Rib c. Face d. Outburst e. Rockburst 

2. Dimension of Fall: 

a.lenglh 

Feet 

I I I 
Feet I 

b. Width I 
Feet 

3. Width of Entry, Room, etc: I 
Feet 

I c. Thickness 

4. Immediate Roof/Back Information: Feet Inches 

a. Thickness I I b. Strata Composition: 

5. Main Roof/Back Information: 
Feet 

a. Thickness b. Strata Composition: 

6. Was the fall above the anchorage horizon of the bolts? 7. Did the fall affect ventilation resulting in less than required quantity or quality? 

Yes I I No Yes 

8. Did the fall affect the passage of workers? (entrapment) 

Yes I I No 

9. Did miners have indication of the pending fall? 

Yes I I No 

10. If indication was given, v.ohat type? 

B. Fall on Working Section/Active Face Area 

11. Type of Roof Support: 

12. Type of ATRS (Coal only): 

13. Type of Original Support in Fall Area: 

14. Distance Between Fall and Face: 

C. Fall OutbyWorking Section/Previously Developed Area 

15. Location and Type of Entry (Intake, return, main haulage, etc.): 

16. ApprOximate Date of Development ( MMIDDIYYYY): a. Date: ! 
17. Type of Original Support in Fall Area: 

D. Operator's Investigation 

18. Did the operator investigate the fall? 
Yes No 

19. What did the operator determine to be the cause of the fall? 

20. What steps did the operator take to prevent a similar occurrence? 

E. Plan Revisions 

21. Are plan revisions anticipated (Coal only)? 
Yes No 

MSHA Form 7000~50f, Sept. 96 Printed 01/10120061:37:09 PM 



(b) (7)(C)

(b) (7)(C)

(b) (7)(C)

Pagel of l 

Sent: Friday, April 07, 2006 9:49AM 

To: Brooks, Patricia A - MSHA 

Subject: FW: 8436 Inundation Description of Accident 

Subject: 8436 Inundation Description of Accident 

On March 12, 2006, an inundation of water occurred at the Performance Coal Company, Upper 
Big Branch Mine-South, ID No. 46-08436. The water entered the mine a borehole 
(known as Glory hole) from a mine or mines above. 
examining the Glmy hole area when he noticed water coming into the mine at p.m. TI1e 
North Mains six enhy section was flooded with an estimated 4.8 million gallons of water. 

Conclusion: 

The operator failed to follow the approved ventilation plan which states that after the raise bore drill string has 
been removed above the Castle Mine an inflatable packer would be installed and the pilot hole would be grouted 
off above the Castle Mine Powellton seam. A temporary packer was installed and the grouting part of the plan 
was not completed which was the contributing factor of the inundation of water. 

4/13/06 



U. S. Department of. Labor 

OCT 0 5 2005 

Mr. Bill Potter 
President 
Performance Coal Company 
P. 0. Box69 
~ao!1la, VV\1 25140 

Dear Mr. Potter: 

Mine Safety and Health Administration 
100 Bluestone Road 
Mount Hope, WV 25880-1000 

Subject: Mine Ventilation Plan, Section 75.370,30 CFR 75, Upper 
Big Branch Mine-South, I. D. ~o. 46-08436, Performance 
Coal Company, Montcoal, Raleigh County, West Virginia 

This will acknowledge receipt of a revision to the ventilation plan, submitted to this 
office and dated October 4, 2005, which includes a revised Page 1, of a ventilation 
supplement that was previously approved on August 12, 2005. The revised page 
includes changes in the procedures and safety precautions for drilling an 8 1/z inch 
diameter pilot hole down and through the Elk Run Coal Company's Castle Mine 
(I. D. ~o. 46-07009) and into Upper Big Branch Mine. Additionally, a 14 inch dianleter 
borehole will subsequently be raise-bored from the Upper Big Branch Mine, up through 
the Castle Mine, and through a sealed portton of Elk Run Coal Company's Black King I 
Mine in the Lower Cedar Grove seam. 

The revision is hereby approved and will be made a part of the approved plan for this 
mine. 

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact William L. Ross 
at (304) 877-3900/Ext. 142. · 

Sincerely, 

Jesse P. Cole 
District Manager 
Coal Mine Safety and Health, District 4 

cc: Mt. Hope Field Office (3 encl.) 
Files/ dac 



U. S. Department ol Labor 

OCT 0 .5 2005 

Mr. Bill Potter 
President 
Performance Coal Company 
P. 0. Box 69 
Naoma, WV 25140 

Dear Mr. Potter: 

Mine Safety and Health Administration 
100 Bluestone Road 
Mount Hope, WV 25880-1000 · 

Subject: Mine Ventilation Plan, Section 75.370,30 CPR 75, Upper 
Big Branch Mine-South, LD. No. 46-08436, Performance 
Coal Company, Montcoal, Raleigh County, West Virginia 

This will acknowledge receipt of a revision to the ventilation plan, submitted to this 
office and dated October 4, 2005, which includes a revised Page 1, of a ventilation 
supplement that was previously approved on August 12, 2005. The revised page 
includes changes in the procedures and safety precautions for drilling an 81/2 inch 
diameter pilot hole down and through the Elk Run Coal Company's Castle Mine 
(I. D. No. 46-07009) and into Upper Big Branch Mine. Additionally, a 14 inch diameter 
borehole will subsequently be raise-bored from the Upper Big Branch Mine, up through 
the Castle Mine, and through a sealed portion of Elk Run Coal Company's Black King I 
Mine in the Lower Cedar Grove seam. 

The revision is hereby approved and will be made a part of the approved plan for this 
mine. 

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact William L Ross 
at (304) 877-3900/Ext. 142. 

Sincerely, 

w~/IZ+ 
}tJA,_ Jesse _P. Cole 
V" Drstnct Manager · 

Coal Mine Safety and Health, District 4 
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Company: ~{,Q/lMd@($ ·. iJza{J ~ . . . . 
Mine ~ B,J, ~,dt /J(ucP -~D#: lf6-¢\B'7Bb Status: --. 

M/16?5 '/ DATE RECEIVED FROM COMPAI;r (,t~ ;aijJ 
·/0 I 5,/Q_c; DAHAPPROVEDPLA'iMAllEDTOOPERATOR 

___ O ____ TOTAL DAYS ElAPSED 
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Jv -l_orrtrr .. enrs: ------------------------



Mr. Bill Potter 
President 
Performance Coal Company 
P.O. Box69 
~aoma, VV\7 25140 

Dear Mr. Potter: 

Subject: Mine Ventilation Plan, Section 75.370,30 CFR 75, Upper 
Big Branch Mine- South, I. D. ~o. 46-08436, Performance 
Coal Company, Montcoal, Raleigh County, West Virginia 

This will acknowledge receipt of a revision to the ventilation plan, submitted to this 
office and dated October 4, 2005, that includes a revised Page 1, of a ventilation 
supplement that was previously approved on August 12, 2005. The revised page 
includes changes in the procedures and safety precautions for drilling an 8 1/2" diameter 
pilot hole down and through the Elk Run Coal Company's Castle Mine (I. D. 46-07009) 
and into Upper Big Branch Mine. Additionally, a 14" diameter borehole will 
subsequently be raise-bored from the Upper Big Branch Mine, up through the Castle 
Mine, and through a sealed portion of Elk Run Coal Company's Black King I Mine in 
the Lower Cedar Grove seam. · 

This revision is hereby approved and will be made a part of the approved plan for this 
mine. 

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact the Ventilation 
Department at (304) 877-3900/Ext. 142. 

Sincerely, 

Jesse P. Cole 
District Manager 
Coal Mine Safety and Health, District 4 



(b) (7)(C)

1B/B5/2BB5 BB:35 

October 4, 2005 

Mr. Jesse Cole 
District Manager 

3848543529 

Mine Safety and Health Administration 
100 Bluestone Road 
Mount Hope, V.lV 25880 

RE: Upper Big Branch Mine 
State i:D- U-3042-92 
M.S.H.A. ID 46-08436 

PERFDRI-1ANCE COAL 

Revised Ventilation Supplement for Coal Transfer Shaft 

Dear Mr. Cole, 

PAGE B5/B5 

Enclosed please find a revised page 1 of a ventilation supplement Our current approved plan states that 
the pilot hole will be cased off from all voids as it is dii.l!ed. We have cased the 1" 500 feet of the hole 
down through the abandoned Y &0 mine in the Winifrede seam. When we drilled below the casing the 
pilot hole deviated from the required course. We then used a directional drilling company to steer an 
8.5" hole back on course down into the floor of a sealed portion of our Black King I mine. When we 
attempted to ream this hole to 18" (which would allow casing to be run) the hole deviated off course in 
the same direction as the first. The drilling contractor b_elieves that further attempts would result in 
similar deviations. 

The attached plan shows directional drilling of an 8.5" hole on into the Upper Big Branch Mine. There 
the bit will be changed to 14". This will allow the pilot hole to be raise bored to the usable diameter. The 
attached plan shows that the Lower Cedar Grove seam was verified by camera for water and how air 
seperation between the seams will be accomplished. 

If you should need any additional information or have any further question please feel free to contact me 
at the above referenced phone number. 

Sincerely, 



10/04/2005 23:21 3048543529 PERFORMANCE COAL 

Upper Big Branch Mine 
MSHA ID 46-08436 

STATE ID u~3042-92 
Coal Transfer Shaft 

Ventilation Supplement 
Revised Page (10/4/2005) 

Pilot Hole 

1. The first 500 feet ofthe pilot hole will be steel cased. 

PAGE 03/04 

2. An 8.5" directionally steered hole was drilled into the floor of the Black King I mine. A camera 
was low<:red into the hole. The video verified that no impounded water exists at the location of 
the hole. 

3. The pilot hole will drill into the Castle mine where mining has already occurred. Access to this 
area willl;>e dangered off during drilling. Once drilling breaks through into the Castle mine 
preshift examinations will begin and continue through out the process. 

4. The pilot hole will drill into the Eagle seam where mining has already occurred. Access to this 
area will be dangered off during drilling. Once drilling brea)i:s through into the Upper Big Branch 
mine preslllft examinations will begin and continue through out the process. 

5. The 8.5" bit on the drill steel will be changed to a 14" reaming bit. This bit will be used to 
raisebore the 14" pilot hole up to the 18:' steel casing (500 foot from the surface). 

6. During all times either drill steel or a packer will exist in the hole between the Castle mine and 
the sealed area of the Black King I mine .above. When it is necessary to install or remove a 
packer the area will be constantly monitored for direction and quality (methane and oxygen). 

7. After reaming the pilot hole to 14" between the UBB mine and the Castle mine a cap with a 
valve for sampling will be installed over the pilot hole in the floor of the Castle mine. The 14" 
hole will proceed to be enlarged above the Castle mine. The hole can be enlarged untill it is 5 
feet below the Black King mine floor. A packer will then be installed in the roof of the Castle 
mine. Then the hole can be enlarged the remainder of the distance. 

8. The raise bore drill rig will be installed on the surface. Before the drill string for the raise bore is 
low~ed tllrough the Castle mine roof the packer will be removed. Checks will be made for 
direction and quality before the packer is removed. Before the drill string can be lowered below 
the Castle mine floor the cap seperating the Castle and UBB mines will be removed, The air will · 
be sampled before the cap is removed. Then the drill string will be extended down into the Upper 
Big Branch Mine. Air ventilating the area will be directed into the return. · 

9. The raise bore will then excavate the shaft between the 2 seams. See page 2 for raise bore details. 
10. After the raise bore drill string has been removed above the Castle mine, but still extends down 

below the Lower Cedar Grove seam, a packer will be installed. The hole will then be grouted off 
above the Castle Mine. 
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10/04/2005 23: 21 3048543529 

Massey Energy® 

Marfork Coal Company 
Elk Run Coal Company 
Performance Coal Company 

FAX 
To:;: 

Phone,:' 

Re: 

0 l.!r'gent .tJ For Review 

-.CClmrrients:. 

PERFDRI~ANCE COAL PAGE 01/04 

From~ 

. Uate• 

Pages; 

CC: 

P.O.Box69 
Naoma, WV 25140 
Ph: 854-1761 
Mining Dept Fax: 854-3529 . 

. Permitting Dept. Fax: 854-3528 

D Please Comme"t D Please Reply 0 Please Reooycli= 

. . 
/17 7E~ 11/.G r/-V~L/zE /1-,.A/ .Tj/~,v/~0 c:.. 

}JJ..d.,v lt/n~ /3.c-: s-v.B//7.7/~ Tr:?,£ JT-pz 

C /1)TLE »1//VE 

4 s;: E]C::/7 /5 l»c.t uLJt-£J 70 
c~~/<;ry 



(b) (7)(C)

Mar. 20. 2006 !0:51AM 

March 17, 2006 

Mr. Harry Linville 
Office of Miners' Health, Safety, and Training 
Region -3 Danville · 
Lick Creek Professional Building 
Danville, WV 25053· 7823 

RE: Castle Mine 
State ID- D-11373 
M.S.H.A ID-46-07009 
Ventilatiori:Supplementfor Coal Transfer S,hai't 

Dear Mr. Linyille, 
",·• 

No. 1769 P. 2 

Attached please :find OUJ plan for the grouting off of the pilot hole, which was used to 
drill the Coal Transfer Shaft between Ell:( Run Coal Company's Castle Mine and 
Performance Coal Company's Upper Big BrlUl.ch Mine. 

If YOtl should need any additional information or have any further questions please feel 
free to contact :me. 

Sincerely, 

APPROVED MAW 2 0 2006 
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Mar. 20. 2006 10:51AM 

_. 

.. MINERS' IIEALTH. SAFETY AND TiwNING . 
. . . . ~ . -

137 P,EAf;HCOURJ', SUIIE4 
D.ANV.IlJ.$, WEST PIRGlNIA 25053 · 

. ?AGES: \.3 PLUB.CavER · 

No. 1769 P. 
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Mar 21 2006 1~:3> NORTHSTAR 

.. ~~- Northstar . · T Consulting, LLC 

Elk Run Coal Company, 
P. O. Box 497 
S1yvester, WV 25193 

Maroh 21,2005 

Re: VBB Glory Hole- Integi'IJy of Cement Plug 
Crutle Mine-MSHS ID 46-07009-State !DD-11373 

: .. :: .. 
.. :>\, . 

. '.: 

:JO"' 344 oaos 

In tl;l~ponse to your requesj we have xevie:W~·tl)e lnfrumation provided, see enclosures, in 
ad(iiti()n to other pertinent ihlta.to aao~ ih~ ~gnty of.~ 1281 ooment plug and 
BakE.r packer in the well. . ... : ':. ·.',:.:~. · · :, ·; : ... '." .. 

. --~~-_·:~ :~=.;_·.-:·:-~~- \ :·."·;_:.: .. -.\ ~-:-(~·- .. ·. .. . 

It is our undl;rstanding ftotn~N,V;i~(\f~~ ~~on Jll:I?Yided that a Baker inflatable 
packer was set l28'belowtlio:·pave~tofthe;Cedar Grove coat sel!111 in a 16 3/4" hole 
at !lJl eleva~.t). !'l£,to~s:.::::ri.l~~we: ~~~; W:•iri;Xei~~tlon i o6$' to U93?, from the 
Bak~r packer to tb.eCi*!llfiGffi\l~,piiv~menfwas 'lill>1d with 1'Rl"C" (!lXpanding) cement . 

. :,~~>:·.:.::~_\·::_~:: ': .. ::_~~-~:-~_::· ·.:_·.·._:·~:.:·:. •.: .... , . ' ' 
In the following dlscuasiPIIo#tWhilifi~',w~w.UlcW!otate on the capabilities of the Bakl!r 
packer and eement to re$ist infl~ b(wa~f fro.ili1M Inme works. It will be obvious from 
the data presented the ca,pab~tjes 'of ~1~¢mi#t:t·ilb4 :P~lilie\' exceed that necessary to 
provide a seal restricting water inflow.: < .:·~·, :·. · '._.' · . \• . .. ". ,.- . . 

:• :· .... . . ···,. 
If you have rmy CJ.Uestions, .please gite us a ~.dll~ 

WTW:/wr:w 

Enclosures: 
UM lllory Holc.i!<>O 

;~~ 
W. Thomas White 
PQlf'IJleum Geologist 
CP0#5016 

Boulevard Tower " Suite 1i109 • !Otlil Kanawha Blvd. E. • CharltM~n. WIJ 2!1301 



Mar 21 2oos 14131 NORTHSTAR 304 344 0806 

UBB Glory Hole 

MSHA ID 46-0770? 
State ID D~ 11373 

General Commenta 

As described in the earlier paragraphs cement plugs are typically utilized to isolate and 
prev~mt future migration of g>,<s from the re!llll"Voir fo1'1Ilations. Our remarks and 
computations thetefote are focused on "l:h¢ cement plugs which have been test¢d in 
laboratory conditioM for compressiv~ and she~~t bond strength. 

Cement Plug - Compressive St:rength 

Cement, M it sets up, develops a certain compressive strength depending upon the 
specifill constituems added to the cement bl~md 1l1'led and tho amowt of time pumpins w 
c~d. Thll cement blend RFC as provided by $chlumberger Fiillds Services has a 
compressive strength of 1,200 psi afu!lr 24 hours or additlona.lly 2,200 psi after 72 hours, 
(data provided by Schlum.be:rger Field Services). 

Cement Plug - Sbear Bond. Strength 

Perfonnance of shear bond strength specifi.catione were documented in two publicatiollS, 
"Well C..menting", by Erik Nelson, DS Schlmbetger Fie1d Services, 1990 eand an SPE 
MonoBI'l\Ph Serie"- "Cementing" by Dwight I<. Smith, Halliburton Services, 1976. In 
"C~menting" labomtory tests of main coat«! steel pipe had 2,400 psi cern~mt shear bond 
strength. In "Well Cemmtlng" testing determined $hear bond strength~ between pipe and 
cement ranged :II-OJ1ll,OOO psi fill' ~cement ta 1,800 psi for cement with bond­
enhancing agents. Althoush these test~ were conducted between ~mnent and pipe, slmiliD' 
or greator shear bond strength is el!';pected betweefi cement and formation prime.rlly due to 
tho textured surface of the rook ;prov~ding better bond adhesion. 

Without actual shear sttength df® for c~ment to fomwion boJld, calcull\t!Oil!J will be 
based on tht! lower ~d cement specl:Bcatio~ of I 000 pili. For this compari~on the 
tctal bond shear pte~~sure is equal to Slll'iilce axel! of the plug in contact with the fonnation 
wall thnesl 000 psi. This figw:e must ~:Xceed the total fowe capabl!l ofbeins exerled 
agaimrt the plug's exposed .ud'ac1> aree. by the reilervoir pressure_ 

The 128' plug ill the 17.5" hole would bave bond shear strength equal to 84,446,000 
pounds of'force, (17.5" x 3,14 x 1,53!1" x 1,000 psi). 

p.4 



Mar ~1 2006 14:al NORTHSTAR :;Jo4 344 osoo 

Baker "I,Qflatable" packer - §hear Bond Strength 

Performance of shear bond strength specifications of the Bakel: "Irtflatllblo" Paclwr wete 
provided by Baker OU Toot, inc. The pi\l'ti~ex J»!Ckel' installed in the VBB Glary Holll 
is a 10 3/S"OD tool with a I'l\ted diffe:t:ential presalll"ll of2000 psi in a 16 3/411 hole. With 
a·J>II!fru:e area or 220 ou.lnch~~ this eq,uates to 440,000 psi of shear strength. 

Suromlll'Y 

A Baker "Jnflatable" Packer was set in the UBB Glory Hole and lkn cemented with 128' 
of fill-up on top o:fthe packer in a16, 7S" to 17,50" hole. A downh.ol~ video camera was 
ran veti£Ying 128' offill·U,P to the pavcmont of too CQdar Grove coal seam. 
Computations bs5ed upon docu:me.nwd cement strength data and specifications .of the 
B ab:r "In£1atable" Paoker provide sufficient snpport to indicate the OO!Mlt and paol>er 
capable of isolating flui~ inflow. , 



03/2012006 ~7:12 FAX 304~1046 NEW RIVER ENERGY 

Service Contract R~ · 
,, .. ~~~ . 

scHtUMBERGERTECHNOLOIVCORPORATION 

l"lfolc<i Moiling Address: 
.NEwRlVEI't ENERGY CORPORATION 

315 70TH STREET, S.S. 
CHARLESTON, VN 
us ' ... 

U6£1 GLORY HOLE 

1cmmo20 Uner~q;!/PIQJ {)-2000' \0141lr 

WEST VIRGINIA 

1 0711l2()1'ID Hl!il> Pressure lllle!l1111 SWSgo, Rent;!!, pe 
107264001 
.q$1QOOOO 

.49102000 

!mJIJ002 

Ptoa~ 

11l2946000 
D041J 
0063 

0001 

RejJIAalnrY Confo""'nce Chorge 

Sel'lle<> eng CamMt Mall lll!ld AU DW Fur 
T,.,.,.rt.uon ComentTon Mile 
Ml!eag&, AU Oth<'f Equlpmonl 

Fual Surci\Srge 
AntlfoamAgent, All PU'!"'"" D46 

c.ment Agent 063 
cement, Claso A 0901 

C<EMENT PlUG 

1 
2 

141 

971 
300 

1 

24 
1175 
125 

EA 4,200.00 
JOB 201.00 

EA e30.00 
CF 4.:2.2 
Ml . 3.11 

Ml B.2ll 

!IOflllo:es &-k 
Discount: 

Speolol mscount 

EA 

l.ll 
LB 
CF 

355.51 

9.60 
1.29 

31.15 

Proaucts sUil!Dtot 
.DiscoUnt: 

S~Jal Discount! 

Eo!lmalad Total 

To!OI ~fur" Dlscotlnt): 
Dlooount 

Speolol Di-unl: 

17,845.74 
8,0113.76 

O.GO 

ELK RUN 
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Service Contract R-
• • ' -A~~ 

SCHLUMB~RGER TECHNOL~COR!'ORATION 

lmtolce·Malllng Addross: 
I'!EW RIIIER ENERGY COR~ORJ\TI,OI\1 

315 70TH STREET. S.E. 
CHARLESTON, WV 
us . CEMENT PLUG 

&AI>Ondon 

me ESTIMATal Ctf.AAGE;S liND DATA SHOWN ASOIIE ARE SII8J!!CT TO CORRECTION BY Sc!ILUMBERGER. 

111E S.-;RVICes, EQUIPMENT, MATERIALS AND lOR I'R.ODUCTS PROII!DEO BY THIS SERVICE COJIITRACT REC~ HAVEl BEEN 
PERFORMIOO OR ll!;CI!li/Ell AS SET FORTH ABOV!!. 

SigllaiUre or Customer or Authorized ~montatlvo: 

\lWV'V'v 



Scllllmller!IBP Cementing Service Report 

CEMENT PLUG 

1 ofZ 
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SchiUntbergeP cementing Job Report 
ComCATv1.0 

W<>ll 6307 Client ~EW 1UVB! ~NERGY 

Field WHrTESVILl.E SlRNo. 22002>!3876 

Enuineet" lDb l"VP" PLOO 

CIDuntrY unltelt States lob Date 03:-15,...~110& 

tim" Pressure Rallo Donslty Messftlles 
~~·~I"· 

1~;44;.96 

R.~~Totai,Vol = 1.24 bbl 

l~:!D:OO 

19!55;00 

l( 

· ... 

,,. , .. 
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October 4, 2005 

Mr. Jesse Cole 
District Manager 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 
100 Bluestone Road 
Mount Hope, WV 25880 

RE: Castle Mine 
State ID D-11373 
M.S.H.A. ID 46-07009 
Revised Ventilation Supplement for Coal Transfer Shaft 

Dear Mr. Cole, 

Enclosed please fmd a revised page 1 of a ventilation supplement. Our current approved plan states that 
the pilot hole will be cased off from all voids as it is drilled. We have cased the 1" 500 feet of the hole 
down through the abandoned Y &0 mine in the Winifrede seam. When we drilled below the casing the 
pilot hole deviated from the required course. We then used a directional drilling company to steer an 
8.5" hole back on course down into the floor of a sealed portion of our Black King I mine. When we 
attempted to ream this hole to 18" (which would allow casing to be run) the hole deviated off course in 
the same direction as the first. The drilling contractor believes that further attempts would result in 
similar deviations. 

The attached plan shows directional drilling of an 8.5" hole on into the Upper Big Branch Mine. There 
the bit will be changed to 14". This will allow the pilot hole to be raise bored to the usable diameter. The 
attached plan shows that the Lower Cedar Grove seam was verified by camera for water and how air 
seperation between the seams will be accomplished. 

If you should need any additional information or have any further question please feel free to contact me 
at the above referenced phone number. 

Sincerely, 



Castle Mine 
MSHA ID 46-07009 
STATE ID D-11373 
Coal Transfer Shaft 

Ventilation Supplement 
Revised Page (10/4/2005) 

Pilot Hole 

1. The first 500 feet of the pilot hole will be steel cased. 
2. An 8.5" directionally steered hole was drilled into the floor of the Black King I mine. A camera 

was lowered into the hole. The video verified that no impounded water exists at the location of 
the hole. 

3. The pilot hole will drill into the. Castle mine where mining has already occurred. Access to this 
area will be dangered off during drilling. Once drilling breaks through into the Castle mine 
preshift examinations will begin and continue through out the process. 

4. The pilot hole will drill into the Eagle seam where mining has already occurred. Access to this 
area will be dangered off during drilling. Once drilling breaks through into the Upper Big Branch 
mine preshift examinations will begin and continue through out the process. 

5. The 8.5" bit on the drill steel will be changed to a 14" reaming bit. This bit will be used to 
raisebore the 14" pilot hole up to the 18" steel casing (500 foot from the surface). 

6. During all times either drill steel or a packer will exist in the hole between the Castle mine and 
the sealed area of the Black King 1 mine above. When it is necessary to install or remove a 
packer the area will be constantly monitored for direction and quality (methane and oxygen). 

7. After reaming the pilot hole to 14" between the UBB mine and the Castle mine a cap with a 
valve for sampling will be installed over the pilot hole in the floor of the Castle mine. The 14" 
hole will proceed to be enlarged above the Castle mine. The hole can be enlarged untill it is 5 
feet below the Black King mine floor. A packer will then be installed in the roof of the Castle 
mine. Then the hole can be enlarged the remainder of the distance. 

8. The raise bore drill rig will be installed on the surface. Before the drill string for the raise bore is 
lowered through the Castle mine roof the packer will be removed. Checks will be made for 
direction and quality before the packer is removed. Before the drill string can be lowered below 
the Castle mine floor the cap seperating the Castle and UBB mines will be removed. The air will 
be sampled before the cap is removed. Then the drill string will be extended down into the Upper 
Big Branch Mine. Air ventilating the area will be directed into the return. 

9. The raise bore will then excavate the shaft between the 2 seams. See page 2 for raise bore details. 
10. After the raise bore drill string has been removed above the Castle mine, but still extends down 

below the Lower Cedar Grove seam, a packer will be installed. The hole will then be grouted off 
above the Castle Mine. 



CASTLE MINE (MSHA 1D 46-07009) 
VENTILATION SUPPLEMENT 

COAL TRANSFER SHAFT (GLORY HOLE) 

The shaft will be drilled between the Glory Hole Mains section of the Castle Mine (MSHA ID 46-
07009,State ID D-11373) and the North Mains section ofthe Upper Big Branch Mine (MSHA ID 46-
08436, STATE ID U-3042-92). The Upper Big Branch Mine is +/-180 feet below the Castle Mine. 

Shaft Construction will be performed by Frontier Kemper who will submit their required plans to your 
office. 

The cuttings from the shaft will be removed by Performance Coal Company personnel and approved 
contractors. The cuttings will be removed by underground equipment and placed in crosscuts and/or 
transported to the surface by conveyor belt. The attached map shows the proposed ventilation for the 
area. Below are safety precautions that will be followed. 

l. Permanent roof at the top of the shaft will be supported in accordance with the approved roof 
control plan. During no time will employees be subjected to unsupported roof or to hazards of 
falling material (rocks). During drilling access to the area where the drilling will occur will be 
dangered off. 

2. During the boring operation ventilation in the shaft will be provided by Frontier Kemper. The 
Raise Drill machine will draw air up the shaft and through the drill pipe with a vacuum blower. 

3. Communications between the surface and the top of the shaft will comprise of utilizing mine 
phones to communicate to the responsible person on the surface of the mine who will 
communicate with the drill operator by 2 way radio. 

4. Drill cuttings will not be allowed to accumulate at the bottom of the shaft to the extent that air is 
blocked coming up the shaft. 

5. Prior to drilling the shaft through into the Castle Mine controls will be built boxing in the area at 
the top of the shaft. Doors and regulators will be installed for access and ventilation. Ventilation 
will then be checked for direction, quantity, and quality before any other work is performed. 

6. The remainder of the shaft will then be drilled through to the Castle mine. Ventilation will then 
be checked for direction, quantity, and quality before any other work is performed. The top of 
the shaft will then be capped in the Castle. The cap will be equipped with openings to ventilate 
the shaft. Air will flow from the Castle mine down the shaft and directly into the return in the 
Upper Big Branch mine. An auxiliary fan will be installed if necessary to ventilate the shaft. The 
fan will run continuously until completion of the project. 9,000 cfm will be maintained down the 
shaft, if not work will cease. Work toward correcting the problem will begin immediately and 
continue until 9,000 cfm has been restored. The cap will be examined on 20 minute intervals for 
the Upper Big Branch mine when construction is being performed in the Upper Big Branch 
mine. The cap will be kept in place until coal has filled the bin high enough to prevent air 
exchange. The bin will be kept at a level that will prevent airflow between the 2 mines. 








