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Received by OSRV 11116/2007 

From: David A. Litvin [mining@xmission.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16,2007 6:30 PM 
To: zzMSHA-Standards - Comments to Fed Reg Group 
Cc: Mike Cooper; Ralph Sanich; Kevin Tuttle; Kent Eden; Gary Leaming 
Subject: RIN 1219-AB53 

Importance: High 

Attachments: Canyon Fuel Letter on Mine Rescue Teams.jpg 

Dear MSHA Officials: 

As a follow-up to my testimony in Salt Lake City before the MSHA panel on the Mine Rescue 
Team proposal on October 23,2007, please find an attached letter fiom Mike Cooper, Safety 
Manager for the Skyline Mine. I would ask that this letter be made a part of the official MSHA 
record on this proposed rule making. 

I also wish to thank the MSHA panel for holding a meeting on this important matter in Salt Lake 
City. If I can be of further assistance on this proposed rulemaking, please let me know. 

Best regards, 

David Litvin 
President 
Utah Mining Association 
office: 801 -364- 1874 

Page 1 



Canyon Fuel 
Company, LLC 

Skylim Mine 
A 8ubird;icwy dkb 5Yestem W u n d w  Gtwp, La 

WbCmpa. 8- Mannga 
HCR 35: E#x 380 
Hdpn. UT 8 4 5 8  
(435)d4&~19 - Oflic~? 
(a) 448-2632 - Fax 

Dear Mr. David IAtvin, 

SkylOne mine has two Wried mine r e m e  bnrs, I s  Arch W m n i ,  each of aur 
underground mins  (SUP-, Dugout, West Elk, omd Skyline) takes a turn hwting two 
t r a i h g  days st €heir rninwik. 'rhiu a w s  bdh trams a€ m& mi= ta take a turn training 
at our sister mines. This inval~ts a,tuW or8 trqiahq days. TmMq indudes emveling 
untlergto~lnd anb going t h n g h  a dmr w~afiblprohlem. P w l s a  inrlucles specialty 
tmhhg; (Fire.Ip@tig, w e  Rescue,, wne Mops, c.tc.) OR the sufhce. Wi iute~cwrnp~ny 
t m h h g  is very berurfickd ta dl our teams. T l r r ~  &&m$ b w m e  W h r  with w& others 
fixUtke5: and are able to cros~ W h  with thw lhey wodd be up in an emergency- 
This gmdice deo  alaovw tPrc .&eduk to be anrrmgcd k avoid critical times Eke liungwnit 
moues, high vacatiumdidray sdfxbles, A l  pian on e n d i e  a tarn ft, 
cvmpelitioa f l ~  W )  FAgidr mine ocwsiody. The M k  Rescue Cwu;1yetELion spttnwmd by 
MStiA is more an opprntnity ?a &ow an the m d s  of yo* traitu'ng &an a tmbdmg 
exercise. Qudity Mim Resnte Tdninf: is  wi&out a doubt the nmst imptrrta;nt aspect of 
d n e  mscne, There should h xrg&mmts to insure &I Mine h u e :  teams m f v c  pro~pr 
tnrining. That t k y  have the appor*tu&ty lo become wrnfrrrCeMc wf& the quip~a~nt  they 
use nnd they h a w  the facilities tbey may respond tu Team should be W C C M ~ ~ ~  mere far 
holding good proper training ban if they attend a compctiticsn, 

The 2-laour response mquiremcnt for Mine Mme T m s  should mrnain in e f f a  
Sk,vIne has higlxly rxpcsrionccd warn members Zhat &ve mcm tbtrn 60 mils frwm tlrc mine- 
die. Chmging mqmnsc rcqu'ircmeatf; ta f -hour. wonid cmab untdned, 'roe~cpcrioncsd 
ensrrs fnr iluif som time, Example One of our team captains lives in Springvilte, UM. He 
i s  68 d e s  from &ti: mine. Mait a€ ttre speed linkit is 53 to 60 mph up a mountdn highway. 
Xn oder to mrxt the proposed rquirement this team member would have ta hurry tu the 
point his drivia~ would put him at risk or that lie Itmb the law. Tbfs Is not acceptable. 
He has beem a Mine Rescue l e i  member for more than 3.5 years and has devoted urrdlw 
amounts of b e  and mew. T ~ H I  rrreniberx shuuld be clrrwa Based oa lheir abifitia and 
dedicatioa, wt. wErcrr? they live, 


