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COMMENT ON MSHA'S PROPOSED RULE TO LOWER 
MINERS' EXPOSURE TO RESPIRABLE COAL MINE DUST 

Mynameis11~o; mru:t.:aJ . Ilivein jcatJtt ~ 
. I w9rked as a coal miner at L "a.Jc £_-k 

·~+--hl~c:9-rL-2-f- ~ad- $71 ~ .ca!L---7-+---"'%q~c_~t ~~-+\O)'foo~E:il ~~-----<:::~ ~ 
We always tried to follow the prd]:'!ers;f~y procedures at the mine-s. W tried to control ~ 

the coal dust. We hung ventilation curtains and we used water sprays to control the dust. ~ {',1<.~,-p-' 

Despite our best efforts to control the dust,~ Black Lung. I~ have a severe breathing R~ . r/Vt. 

impairment. I ;s_e portableox;y~ellt~~e. I ~totally disabled because of Black Lung. ~ 
M~ must be done to protect miners from Black Lung disease. MSHA's proposed rule ~~ 

is needed. Too many miners are still working in too much dust and getting Black Lung. ~ 
Ending Black Lung disease is very important. MSHA s~uld act as speedily as possible. ~ 

MSHA needs to prevent young miners from getting Black Lung. These young miners are k1.f' 
~~~ 

healthy and they think that Black Lung will not be a problem for them. They do not realize the 
----- ---- ------ --- - _______________ 

danger working in coal mine dust. The harm from the dust is invisible and the disease progresses 

slowly. It gradually causes the miner to feel short of breath until one day he cannot get enough 

air to do his work. After the miner stops work Black Lu=n~g~c:.:o::.:n::.:u=· n:.:u:.:.e:_s -=.:to=-c.::..:a::.:u=s=e..:::in:::.j=u=..~.~_.Q_ ·--eventually it causes the miner to become like I ~~w, with constant shortness of breath and not 
----- . --~. ---- r 

enough air to climb a flight of stairs or walk a sho11Jlistance.mt level ground. 
~ "~ I' 

I urge MSHA to adopt the proposed rule changes and end Black Lung. 

(Name, address) 
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