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Mine Visit

The Review Team accompanied the Acting Assistant District Manager {ADM}, Acting

FO Supervisor and an inspector to NG I -: 2t of a
Reguiar Safety and Health Inspection {(EQ1}.

The N  ocated in N Tc mine employs
approximately Hllminers working two ten-hour production shifts and ane maintenance
shift per day, five days per week. It has two active working sections that produce an
average of I of raw coal daily. The mining process involves the use of Joy
continuous mining machines; a Caterpillar continuous haulage system and shuttle car
haulage. The coal is extracted using the room and pillar method. Coal is transported
from the mine by conveyor belts to the surface, and then transported via over-the-road
trucks to an off site preparation plant where it is prepared for shipment to the customer.

The inspection group traveled to the Mechanized Mining Unit (MMU) 001-0 located in
the #5 panel of 1 North. The section was in the process of advancing the conveyor belt
and section power at the time of the inspection. The mine visit included observations of
the following: inspections of the working section; examinations of the working section
and faces for imminent dangers; methane tests; air readings; ventilation; rock dusting
and cleanup; roof and rib conditions; the communication and tracking system; the
section belt tailpiece; a permissibility inspection of the Fletcher right side double boom
roof bolting machine; inspection of the Joy continuous mining machine’s methane
monitor and proximity detection systems; an AL Lee 30 person refuge alternative for the
working section and escapeway maps. The group also observed the inspector conduct
safety talks with miners.

Qutby inspections included the travelway from the portal to the MMU 001-0; signage;
lifelines; outby self-cantained self-rescuers {SCSRs) stored in the alternate escapeway:
dates, times, and initials of required examinations; a portion of the primary escapeway:;
a portion of the alternate escapeway; the 5 North working section conveyor belt entry,
belt drive and associated fire protection system; a functional test conducted on the
Atmospheric Monitoring System (AMS) for early fire detection; a functional test of the
communication and tracking systern and visual observations of the belt conveyor entries
incidental to traveling to the working section.

Surface areas included the mine examination records and postings; the check-in/check-
out system; communication and tracking monitors; escapeway maps; and the
inspector's pre- and post-inspection discussions with the operator. Three enforcement
actions were issued to the mine operator during the mine visit.

Review Results

This accountability review revealed positive findings in the following areas:

» The inspectors consistently conducted and documented safety meetings with
miners for the inspection report reviewed.
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Attachment C — Issues requiring a Corrective Action Plan

Checklist item #2 - Determine if documentation for inspections is complete and
thorough.

1. MSHA Form 2000-22 - Section 13 D was not completed correctly. The numbers
of samples taken during the inspection were not accurately recorded. (Respirable
Dust = 15 recorded; 22 samples taken)

Requirement: GIPH pages 2-13 and 14 states in part "Mine Activity Data Form (MSHA
Form 2000-22). The Lead inspectcr shall complete and submit an MSHA Form 2000-22
as a cover page for all types of inspection or investigative activity reports. .. All items
(boxes) must be filled out by entering either the appropriate information or by entering
zeros (0)."

GIPH pages 2-16 and 17 states in part: “ltem 13. Number of Samples Collected. This
section summarizes the type(s) and total number  samples taken during the period
covered by the inspection report.”

e Item 13.d. Respirable Dust. Enter the total number of individual respirable dust
samples collected, both valid and invalid.

2. Ventilation Plan discussions and knowledge checks for each MMU were not
documented In the field notes. GIPH 3-5%

Requirement: GIPH page 3-59 states in part "a general statement about the discussion
held with a representative number of miners for each MMU inspected about current
mining activities and conditions, and training with respect to the ventilation plans is
adequate will suffice ”

Checklist item #39 - Determine if prc  :rproc "ires for conducting, documenting,
and reviewing MSHA respirable dust surveys are being followed.
Proper documentation to include blue cards, 2000-86s, etc.

The inspector did not conduct an examination of the dust control parameters approved
in the ventilation plan for controlling respirable dust during reof bolting operations when

sampling both MMUs for the R

~ During the respirable dust sampling inspections for the MMUSs the dry dust
collection systems including the box, filters, vacuum presst  ; and air
volumes required to be maintained in the working face where roof boiting
is occurring were not measured or evaluated.
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Attachment D — Discussion Topics

Topics discussed with the district that do not require a corrective action plan are as
follows:

= Documentation of Enforcement Actions — Justification of gravity determination—
See Citation and Order Writing Handbook For Coal Mines and Metal and
Nonmetal Mines, PH13-1-1(1), page 11-13; Coal Mine Safety and Health
General Inspection Procedures Handbook, PH13-V-1 (GIPH), pages 2-19, 20
and 21.

¢ Inspection Tracking System {ITS) — The inspection of all in use and avaifable for
use haulage. mobile, and portable equipment should be documented and
maintained in the ITS. Some equipment documented as inspected in the notes
was not listed in the ITS. Also some equipment documented in the ITS as
inspected was not documented in the inspection notes. See GIPH, pages 3-51
and 52.
Aircourses {including escapeways) - all aircourses required to be examined are
not maintained in the ITS by name and identified with an intake or return
designation. GIPH 3-41

e Tracking Map - Start/Stop peints for aircourses examined on 12/9/15 are unclear
as to the areas traveled. GIPH 3-42
Tracking map depicts 1 North Intake to have been inspected on 10/20/15 but no
documentation provided in the field notes that this area was inspected on this
date. GIPH 3-42
MMU # or section name not identified on the map GIPH 3-2

» SCSRs Inspection — The inspector inspected 22 M20 SCSRs (belt wearable)
during the inspection reviewed. The NN - approximatelyl
miners employed. GIPH page 3-10 item 13
No documentation in field notes that a general discussion with a representative
number of miners was conducted to ensure effective donning and usage training

was provided. GIPH 3-17

» First Day Inspection Activities - Mine map not reviewed and mantrip operation
was not cbserved on the first day of inspection. GIPH 3-3

»  AMS system documentation - No documentation for the manufacturer and model
of the system being used. GIPH 3-46

¢ Seals — No air quality measurement documented in the entry nearest each set of
seals, immediately after the air passes the seals. GIPH 3-66 item 14

19


















	Untitled
	U.S. Department of Labor 
	JUN 27 2018 
	See Attachment C 
	II
	L.._ __ 
	See Attachment C 
	js
	,_________, 
	thorough. 
	Checklist item #39 -Determine if proper procedures for conducting, documenting, 
	Proper documentation to include blue cards, 2000-86s, etc. 
	thorough. 




