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Introduction

This memorandum summarizes the Office of Accountability’s review of the subject
district office, field office, and mine. This review included MSHA field activities; level of
enforcement; conditions and practices at the mine; Field Accompanied Reviews {FARs);
Office Reviews (ORs) and MSHA supervisory and managerial oversight. The
accountability review also involved evaluations to determine if there were any issues in
areas commonly identified during Agency internal reviews of MSHA's actions following
past mine disasters.

Purpose

The purpose of this accountability review is to determine whether MSHA enforcement
policies, procedures and guidance are being followed consistently; assess whether
mission critical enforcement activities are accomplished effectively and to evaluate and
improve the overall performance of MSHA’s enforcement program. The major outcome
expected from the Office of Accountability's review program is the identification of
potential or actual areas for improvement and the subsequent implementation of
effective corrective actions to address any identified issues.

You can now file your MSHA forms online at www.MSHA.gov. It’s easy, it's fast, and it saves you money!


www.MSHA.gov

QOverview

Office of Accountability (OA) Specialists Jerry Kissell and Mark Odum (Review Team)
conducted the review of Metal and Nonmetal's (MNM) Western District and the
Vacaville, California Field Office (FO), from in
accordance with the annual accountability review plan schedule. The review focused
on inspection activities conducted in FY 2015 (October, 2014 through September 2015)
and the first half of FY 2016 (October 2015 through March 2016). The review included
supervisory oversight activities, Field Accompanied Reviews (FARs) and Office
Reviews (ORs) for FY 2016. The review concentrated specificaily on two reguiar EQ1
inspections, Event Nos. , conducted by the Vacaville, CA Field

Office of the i No._.

The OA selected . for review due to its elevated S&S rate for
citations, the high number of elevated negligence violations, and the elevated VPIH
rate. The mine received - 104(a) enforcement actions and |- 104(d) enforcement
actions in FY 2015. In the first half of 2016 the mine received Jll - 104(a) enforcement
actions and]- 104(b) orders, [JJ- 104(d)(2) orders andf}- 104(g) orders.

The OA conducted a mine visit to evaluate general conditions at the mine; assess
whether conditions at the mine are commensurate with enforcement levels documented
in the inspection reports reviewed; and to observe work practices at the mine site.

OA Specialist Jerry Kissell, accompanied the Vacaville Field Office Supervisor and an

inspector to the * mine on [ 25 part of a Regular
Safety and Health Inspection 1).
The .isa mine located in [}

. The mine employs approximately miners working one nine-

our production shift, five days per week. The mine produces an average of
I 2nnuaily. The is mined by pushing material with a dozer
and a front end loader which then is oaded onto a dump truck. The raw material is
transported to a stock pile area where a front end loader moves materials from the stock
piles to the primary crusher. The crushed material is transferred by conveyers to sizing
screens. Once processed the final products are prepared for commerce.

The inspection group observed the screening plant, the wet plant, the pit areas, the oil
storage area, the tool and parts storage area and the welding area.

Equipment inspected and observed included: a John Deere 633 K front end loader, a
Komatsu WA 450 front end loader, a Case CK 290 excavator, a JCB Forklift, the
Primary Feeder, the Cedar Rapids primary screen plant, the P-1 power screen, the P-2
power screen, 16 conveyor belts, guarding practices, electrical conditions, roadway
maintenance and berms.
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Office of Accountability Checklist

Citations issued during this review

Discussion Topics

56.9300a
56.11001
56.12004
56.14107a
56.14101a2
56.14107a
46.5a
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