MINM Eatal 2004-06

Slip or Eallf ol Persen Accident:
Apnl 16, 2004 (Tlexas)
Cement

Truck Driver

14 yeals; elo
50/ years experience




Overview

A truck diaver drove his bulk tank trailer te the: approeach; ef a hulk
cement silo.

IHe Used a pneumatically: powered gangweay: and fieur rallfsaiety cage
0 access the top of his trailer.

IHe attempted to open a hatchi cover onithe tep of a bulk tank: trailer
but the cover wouldi not open because! it caught the hoettem two
rails of the safety cage.

IHe was unale to retract the gangway: andicage preumatically.

The driver used a pry: bar te pull the cage away. firem| the Cover.
Wheni the cever was fireed, the gangway: and cage moved rapidly o
the retracted pesition, causing hin to fiall' te the ground.



This truck was involved in the accident. Note the fold down stairs/railings that
can be seen in front and above the truck beyond the red flagging tape. The
victim was found directly below the fold down stairs w/protective cage.
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This picture illustrates the fold down cage provided for the truck drivers to protect
them from falling while accessing the hatch at the top of the trailers. The victim fell
between the rails and the trailer to the ground.
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Why Did Accident Occur?

he trailer was not properly: aligned with the
ACCess platiormi

he hatchl cover hecame ledged i the hottom
ralls; eoff the safety/ cage.

Apparently, the triuck drver Was unaware: of the
lazards; asseciated with the: pnetmatically
contrelled gangway: Whenihe attempiead to
manually’ free the cover from the cage.



Causal Factors

The bulk tank trailer was Impreperly: pesitioned
at the' access) platiorm; causing the: traler's hatch
COVEIN 1o hecome Iodged In the bettem rails of
e’ safety. cage.

The truck driver was not familiar withr all eff the
eperating features; ofi the airr pewered gangway/.
controlflever. lHe was Unaware that the' air
cylinders Were charged When he pried the cover
from the safiety’ cage ralils.



Best Practices

Estanlishi traffic patternas that ensure: safe: alignment: of
VenIcles Withi access equipment.

EStablish operating| precedures: for customers to saftely.
PErferm| tasks.

POST LHESE Proceaures In a prominent place for
CUSTOMErS 1o review.

Train custemers Ini the establishead! precedures.

Moenitor customers to ensure that precedures, are
followed:

Custemers---Notiiy, mine management When any.
proklems  are encountered with machinery: or equipment.
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