U.S. Department of Labor Mine Safety and Health Administration
201 12th Street South, Suite 401
Arlington, Virginia 22202-5452

MAR -5 2018

MEMORANDUM FOR PATRICIA W. SILVEY
Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Mine Safety and Health Administration

THROUGH: TIMOTHY R. WATKINS _
Deputy Administrator for

Coal Mine Safety and Health

FROM: THOMAS W. CHARBONEA]L
Director, Office of Assessments

SUBJECT: Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA)
Office of Accountability Review
Coal District 3, Bridgeport, West Virginia Field Office

Introduction

This memorandum summarizes the Office of Accountability’s review of the subject District
Office, Fieid Office, and mine, This review included MSHA field activities; level of
enforcement; conditions and practices at the mine; Field Accompanied Reviews (FARs);
Accompanied Activities (AAs) and MSHA supervisory and managerial oversight. The
accountability review also included evaluations to determine if there were any issues in areas
commeonly identified during Agency internal reviews of MSHA’s actions following past mining
disasters.

Purpose

The purpose of this accountability review is to determine whether MSHA enforcement policies,
procedures and guidance are being followed consistently and to assess whether mission critical
enforcement activities are accomplished effectively. The accountability review also identifies
areas for improvement and the subsequent implementation of effective corrective actions to
address any identified issues.
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United States Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration
Office of Accountability
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Attachment A - Corrective Action Plan

U.S. Depariment of Labor Mire Sefaty and Heglth Aommistration
604 Cheal Road .
Morgantown. Wee: Virginia 268508 i

December 8, 2017

MEMORANDUM FOR THOMAS W, CHARBONEAU
Director, Odfice of Assessments

THROUGH. TEC D SMITH
Supervisor, Office of Accountability

TIMOQTHY R WATKINS
Acting Administrator for
Coal Mine Safery and Health

MARCUS A.SMITH
Supervisor, Accident [nvesttgation,
Special Investipations/ ACR Grow

FROM: CARLOST. MOS_EY
District Manager
Ceal Mine Safety and Health, District 3

SUBJECT: Propused Comrective Actions

This is a respanse 1o the review conducted by the Office of Accguntability from

_ at the Morgantown Distriet Office, Bridgeport Field
Oltice, and the

The resulis of your review o &

idenibified two deticiencics which are required t
addressed by this district,

lesue 1: The decumentation reviewed for the Regular Health and Safety Inspection
{E01) Xvent No N w s not complete. (Office of Accountability Checldist Item #2)

* Acopy of the related approral Tetters for approved plans were not included with
inspector’s notes for nine enforcement achions issued for failure to comply with
the approved plan,
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United States Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration
Office of Accountability
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Office

13.

Determine if adequate close-out conferences are being conducted at the
end of each inspection.

Adequate Corrective Action Needed [ | Comments Below | |

Determine if Possible Knowing/Wiltful (PKW) Forms are documented and
processed according to agency policy and procedures.

Adequate Corrective Action Needed [ | Comments Below [ |

15.

events.

Evaluate 103(i} spot inspection (E02) reports for the office/district being
reviewed for compliance with agency policies and procedures, including
compliance with time frames and separating EQ2 inspections from other

Adequate Corrective Action Needed [ | Comments Below | |

Determine if Hazard Complaint inspections/investigations are being
conducted according to policy and procedures.

Adequate Corrective Action Needed [ | Comments Below | |

inspectors. -

Determine if supervisors are monitoring inspector time and activity to
17. ensure proper use of time, including off-shift and weekend work, by all

Adequate Corrective Action Needed [ | Comments Below | |

according to agenc

Determine if required Accompanied Activities (AAs), Field Activity Reviews
18. (FARSs) and supervisory follow-ups are being conducted and documented

olicy and procedures?

13















United States Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration
Office of Accountabilicy

Bridgeport, WV

District Coal District 3 Field Office

Ficld Office Mine D | NN | Dae N

Determine if District Managers and Assistant District Managers are
providing acting Field Office Supervisors with the level of oversight
necessary to manage their work groups on a temporary basis including an

40. online distance learning training course with a knowledge check for
temporarily promoted supervisors. The guidance will be included in each
District's Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for training newly promoted
Field Office Supervisors.

The Roof Control Plan SOP should comply with the established Program
Policy Manual requirements as identified by the OIG report to address
deficiencies identified in the Internal Review report. The SOPs should
account for:

o checking that required information is submitted

41 » checking for communication with other plan approvai groups
e assuring that designated MSHA personnel contact the operator for
additional information
s discussing results of on-site evaluations with the operator and
identified miners’ representatives.

Adequate Corrective Action Needed | | Comments Below [ |
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Attachment D - Citations issued during Mine Visit
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United States Department of Labor
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Office of Accountability

s - . Bridgeport, WV . _
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The lE ccal conveyor belt is mot properly aligned to prevent thz moving oelt

from contacting the belt structure ur compenenis. The bottom belr is rubbing

the metal belt stands from 25 to 26 3/4 block on the tight side of the belt.

Standard 75.1731{b. was cited
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United States Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Adminisiration
Office of Accountability

District | CoalDistrict3 | Field Office | CrogePorb WV

Fieid Office Mine ID | [ | Date ]

» Mine CiationQruer . U.S. Depsrtment of Labor @
Mine Safety and Health Administration
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Standard 75,363{a) was cited
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United States Department of Labor
Mine Sefety and Health Administration
Office of Accountability
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The permissible Bucyrus scoop serizl $820-2004 being opsrated on the 1E cosl
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United States Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration
Office of Accountability

District Coal District 3 Field Office

Bridgeport, WV .
Fiddofice | Me™ | v |

Ming Citation/Oraer U.3. Department of Labor @ :
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Combustible matei2zls in the form of cosl and coal fines have accwaulated in
the deck of tnse Bueyrus scoop, seriai #620-2004 bzing cperated on the 1E rcosl
producing section, 066-MMU. The ceoal and coal fines measure 37 by 3' up to 10"
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United States Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration

Office of Accountability
- N . Bridgeport, WV . _
District Coal District 3 Field Office Field Office Mine ID - Date

Mina Cltzdon/Crder U.S. Department of Labor @
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The EN? plai iz ot being folleowad for the 1E coal producing section, 0&6-
MMU. When okserved a miner at the Refuge Altgrative at 28 block, the
dispatcher can only locate the miner lecatisn at 12 plock on the 1E coal
conveyor belt. Page 4, part 1 vii of the ERP plan states that Locating &
readey Lo derarnine the location of mimers within 200 of refuge alternatives,
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United States Department of Labor '
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Office of Accountability
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Mine Safety and Health Adminisiration

Socfen ¥ichmin Do . .

1. Gala o Da ¥y % Tirne 121 He, Clock A CEMON ﬁ_‘"‘—

o | T W o s

4. Segved Yo

E 7. hwe 10
{Gomracden;
§, ion Of Practice B, Vrten Nutice ’tlnqu ’

The fc:llaﬁ:mg 120 psi seals in +*he 16D district are not maintained to serve
the purpose for which they wexs built. {1} The 3% s=al has a 2" piastic pips
through the gzal, with the ball valve on the end of the pipe in the open
position allowing the sealed atmeaphere behind the seal to eater ths 8 South
right return sir course. (2] The 44 seal has the 8" shut off valve lefr in the
open position in the sezl trap.
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