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December 3, 2004

To whom it may concern,

The attached document captures Peabody Energy comments submitted to MSHA concerning
the proposed rule for high voltage miners. As you know, Peabody was the first company to
receive a PFM for the use of high voltage miners in the U.S. and we now operate nearly one-
half of all high voltage continuous miners in this country. Our experience with this new
technology has been very positive from a safety standpoint and we believe it represents an
important step forward for the industry.

However, some of the onerous requirements for the existing petitions have caused other
companies not to employ these important advancements because the production advantages are
offset by impractical cable handling practices contained in the petitions. We refer you to our
comments regarding sections 75.827, 75.828 and 75.833 of the proposed rule. Many of the
commenters at the public hearings have objected to the need for wearing electrician’s gloves
when handling the 2,400 volt cable and were opposed to hanging the cable instead of treating it
like a regular trailing cable.

Overall, the rule, when modified, will allow for the safe operation of high voltage machines in
the nation’s mines. The electrical protections included in the cable and related controls will
improve the safety for miner operators and helpers when compared to the current low and
medium voltage systems. Many of the commenters who spoke in opposition to the proposed use
of high voltage in the face areas had no experience with this new technology. They had
difficulty with the counterintuitive concept that higher voltage could be safer for them.
However, the facts as presented by JOY Mfg. and Dr. Novak from Virginia Tech must be
allowed to overrule the unfounded fears of the few.

Please consider our comments as you develop the final rule and we ask you to recognize that
those of us who are working with this technology are best suited to respond to the proposal. I
look forward to a practical and safe outcome from the process and thank you for the opportunity
to play an active role.

Sincerely

eerb@grv\

Vice President —\Safety
Peabody Energy
DAB:bap

AB34-COMM-102
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